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CHAPTER  I. 


jL  CR  AVE  .pardon,  sir  Hugh.  God 
forgive  me  fat  being  so  wicked  as  to  dis- 
turb  your  honour/*  said  a  footman^  who 
had  grown  grey  in  the  Service  of  sir  Hugh 
Singleton's  family,  as  he  cautiously  opened 
the  door  of  his  master's  apartiiient,  when 
he  was  devoutly  offering  up  his  orisons 
before  he  retired  for  the  night — "  God  for- 
give me,  as  I  said  before,  but  Utile  master 
is  come !" 

"  Who  ?**  questioned  sir  Hqgh,  stariog 
with  astonishment  as  he  rose  from  his  re- 
cumbent  posture. 

vol..  I.  B  ^  Who 
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"  IVko  did  you  say  was  oome  ?" 

"  Why  little  master,  your  honour»  tbat 
we  have  all  been  so  long  looking  for,**  re- 
plied  the  old  man  exultingly,  rubbing  bis 
hands  as  be  spoke — **  be  bas  been  come 
above  tbis  hour  T 

"  Tben  wby  not  let  me  know  before,  if 
any  person  bad  arrived  tbat  wanted  to  see 
me?" 

"  LfOrd  love  you,  sir,"  exclaimed  tbe 
domestic,  smirkingly,  *^  Robert  is  but  tbis 
moment  arrived,  witb  bis  bcnrse  all  in  a 
fbam,  to  bring  us  tbe  intelligence." 

"  Robert !  what  Robert  ?  of  wbom  are 
you  speaking?"  questioned  the  baronet, 
witb  increasing  sutprise. 

*•  Mr.  Singleton's  Robert,  your  bonour, 
and  ä  prodigious  fine  baby  be  ^ys  it  is  T 

A  ligbt  now  began  to  dawn  upon  tbe 
ratber-be  wildered  &eulties  of  sir  Hugh, 
wbo  gatbered  from  tbe  disjointed  sentences 
uttered  by  the  servant,  tbat  tbere  bad  been 
an  increase  to  his  family  in  tbe  birth  of  a 
nephew ;  and  althougb,  from  his  naturally 
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sedate  and  quiescent,  which  some  went 
so  far  as  to  term  apathetic,  tumofmind, 
which  prevented  hun  from  takuig  an  in- 
terest  in  common  things  and  common 
events,  in '  this  instance  he  experienced  a 
new  and  peculiar  emotion  agitate  his 
breast — an  emotion  which,  quickening  the 
hitherto  languid  drculation  of  his  blood, 
now  sent  it  in  circling  eddies  to  his  heart 
— that  heart  whose  pulses  had  never  been 
ruffled  by  the  sweet  throbs  of  sympathetic 
affection,  nor  called  into  action  by  paren- 
tal  ones — ^for,  reader,  sir  Hugh  Singleton 
bore  the  appellation  of  bachelor  ! 

In  a  borough  town  situate  in  the  west 
of  England,  about  the  middle  of  the  last 
Century,  dwelt  Owen  Singleton,  deacended 
from  one  of  that  quiet  and  unobtrusive 
sect  denominated  Quakers.  Reared  in  the 
habits,  as  well  as  in  the  trade,  by  which  his 
forefathers  had  gained  an  honest  and  pro- 
fitable livelihood,  Owen  thought  of  but 
little  eise,  besides  now  and  then  attending 
his   conventide,  and  superintenduig  his 

B  3  father's 


^i^tKei^i^'shop,  IUI  ofle  evefiiful  däy  that  it 
'w&  geh4Mty  tsMe  ^iiöwn,  «  ^mfe  öf  ihe 
^j^ple'calti^^Qüakei^  on  ä  räligiouis  Sasit 
io  *tli^ir  töwh,  mtended  having  a  mfeätbig 
for  wörship  thät  evening;  änä  that  the 
oömpaiiy  öf  as  ihähy  öf  the  inhäbitants  äs 
mi^t'be  iridilifed  to  ättend  Wöiild  Be  äc- 

Ibtelligettöe  like  this  coüld  not  M  to 
dpei^fe  cfveti  üpön  the  phlegmätic  disjpo- 
"'ääfiöh  öf  the  hithetto  immovaWe  ÖWeh ; 
abS^heVäited  rather  impatienüy  fbr  tiie 
'ä^prüachitig  höur  Vhich  t^otdd  äfförd  him 
an  additionial  fiind  of  instructive  knöw- 
lödge»  'to  be  treasured  up,  ftöm  tbe  wise 
p^eCeÄts  witirwhich  he  Was  going  to  be 
edlfiml  ßut  a  circumstance  aWaitäd'hiin 
Whl^h  he  did  not  expect,  nor  was  prepäred 
Xö  'ifbresee — a  drcutüstance  which  in  the 
evetit  wöuld  dedde  the  welfare  ör  misery 
of'hiis  future  existence. 

The  Speakers  fbr  this  evbning  consisted 
•oft wo  female  frierids,  who'were  aicicom- 
pariied  by  ohe  much  yotmger  thah  them- 

selves. 
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adyes»  ai}4  >!?I)Ot  under  her  plaija  doy^ 
oqlf^^ired  >pi^t  aod,  PPxp  cap,  conc^^ 
a  pair  of  sparkling  eyes,  calculated  to,  ^ff 
a  yirprld  of  ipischief  by  their  vivid  glaipioes, 
and  which  only  \^it^  th^  kin41ing  spark 
to  lighjt  up  th^  fire  wljiich  ^we^  mithin. 
Qwep  Singlefcon^  ^as  not  pj^oof  agam,^t 
thes^  dazzUng  Qif^si ;  ^  fdt  the  fuU  forc^: 
of  th^  lustne^  anil  ii^if^d  of  leanung  how; 
to  shut  his  oü^  W^^^  yrorldly  tetmp^ 
tion,  md  to,  refiist  ^  gro^  an4  caxujfl 
pa&sioi^,  h^  si^,  wb^ue^  hy  ^^e  povi^^T- 
fÜ  a(;^ractiQn$  of  thq  &ur  Rebecpa^  afid 
^^^twn$d  tq  th,at  home  ^fc^ere  hitherto  he 
\fsfä  expenenced  npught  but  pe^ice  and 
cpmfoit,  bUjt  yrhence  b^  now.  disopvere^ 
^bat  P^ce  wa3  fled^  and  comfioirt  only  to 
}^  found  i^  the  sp^^y  of  t^e  fascin^tiiig 
^axpsel  that  had  thus  bctwildered  him. 

Qwen  Singl?to;i,  like  another  Cymon, 
i^^en  Struck  by  the  charins  of  hi^Iphig^nla, 
becanie  at  once  an  ardent  ^nd  Ve^tlQ^ 
Ipif^;  and  th^  gentle  Beh^cc^  ^ubd^ied 

B  3  inir 
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ing  their  destinies,  to  render  her  lover 
happy  as  his  utmost  Imagination  could 
render  him. 

The  beautiful  Rebecca  had  not  been 
long  a  bride,  ere  that  degree  of  spirit  in 
her  Constitution  which  had  hitherto  lain 
dormant,  for  want  of  opportunity  to  call 
it  forth,  began  to  shew  itself ;  several  lit- 
tle  innovations  already  began  to  creep  into 
their  long-established  customs ;  and  Owen 
gazed  in  astonishment,  when  he  first  be- 
held  the  stray  ringlet  peeping  from  beneath 
the  prim  kwn  cap  of  bis  Rebecca,  and  ob- 
served  the  familiär  and  hitherto  accustomed 
epithets  of  thee  and  tJiou  exploded  firom 
her  vocabulary ;  nay,  he  even  went  so  far 
as  to  detect  her  one  day  with  a  volume  of 
Shakespeare  in  her  band,  which  she  had 
the  confidence  to  confess  she  had  been 
reading,  and,  what  was  still  more,  to  ac- 
knowledge  she  had  a  strong  predilection 
ibr  his  beauties. 

The  fond  husband  remonstrated  upoti 
these  (mträ  drcumstances,   but  only  to 

meet 
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meet  a  lively  retort  upon  his  broad  brimt 
which  she  playfully  insisted  should  be  re* 
trenched;  he  argued,  but  was  confuted; 
he  refused,  but  was  obliged  to  comply; 
for  **  who  can  withstand  the  witchery  of 
woman^s  wiles  ?** 

Rebecca  at  length  gained  so  far  upon 
her  husband,  that  she  led  him  by  degrees 
to  abandon  that  form  of  Christian  worship 
in  which  they  had  both  been  brought 
up,  but  which  she  had  never  approved; 
whether  from  a  perfect  conviction  that  any 
other  would  conduct  her  by  a  safer  and 
more  commodious  path  to  heaven,  I  am 
not  casuist  enough  to  determine ;  but  this 
I  can  say,  that  she  thought  her  Owen 
looked  ten  times  handsomer  when  divested 
of  his  odious,  old-fashioned,  prim  apparel» 
such  as  had  been  worn  by  his  great-grand- 
father,  and  arrayed  in  a  modern  suit; 
while,  as  to  herseif,  if  her  mirror  did  not 
deceive  her,  she  had  lost  nothing  in  ap- 
pearance  by  the  exchange  of  her  wardrobe. 

The  Singletons,  divested  of  their  primi- 

B  4  tive 


^  FEAR6  AKD  CABl^ 

tive  habits,  cast  off  ako  at  the  same  time 
mudn  ofthat  original  shnplidty  of  maRner 
wfaich  particulaiiy  distinguishes  the  sect 
of  which  they  had  been  members.  Owen 
övinced  more  spirit  in  his  general  conver- 
sation  and  transactions  with  men  of  bust- 
Äess,  entered  deeply  into  varioas  i^pecula- 
fions  in  trade,  now  and  then  opened  his 
doors  by  way  of  enterfaining  bis  fHends^ 
änd  in  short,  began,  to  the  deligbt  of  his 
wife,  "  to  live  like  other  folks.'* 

The  humble  dwelling  in  whieh  this  con- 
t^nted  being  had  toiled  from  hk  infäuncy, 
tod  whieh  had  hitherto  been  the  bonndary 
öf  his  ambition,  was  now  discovered  to  be 
uisufficient  for  the  accommodation  he  re- 
quired;  the  little  parlour  behind  the 
liounting-faouse  was  of  too  narrow  dimen- 
dons  to  be  oecupied  by  the  increasing 
tiumber  of  his  friends;  it  was  therefore 
t^roposed  by  the  husband,  and  warmly  se- 
donded  by  the  wife,  that  a  more  modern 
ttiansion  should  wise,  phoenix^ike,  from 
Äe  ashes  of  the  old  one-*-a  maBsicm  which, 

by 


JKebfC^   ^ep  Mr.  8iDg|ptQn  —  ft^eii^ 
Qwi^  ^o  Ic^^ger-r— in  füll  po^ciession  of  liiif 

«imf;  ifilfoe^^  ^4  «miliog  Äitui)^  pro^peiptp 
(Oßiü^  ifßdar  1^1  Dpr  had  ProvidonQp 
beißn  niggäidly  tp  him  in  other  xeqpectf ; 
tus  daiüing  B^^iec»»  )^  presßnted  biqi 
with  a  chuerisb^  (»xigeny,  consistin^  oif 
two  fc^  wd  a  dau^ter,  possessing  ^ 
t|pDeir  u^her^s  beauty^,  f^t  leaat  so  thought 
lli^.^ill^il^ured  fet^er^  as  he  ^a^ed  on  tti^ 
with  eyes  .^^eaxnix^  pateroal  ^ecUqn  fx\^ 

To  «^  t^ese  tender  plan^  vjiich  Hf»- 
ven,  in  lüs  estimation,  had  $q  kiqdly  s?qt 
him,  occupied  a  great  portion  of  t\\^  time 
which  Mr.  Singleton  did  not  devote  to 
busines^ ;  and  altbough  he  had  in  a  large 
degree  stepped  out  of  the  beaten  tr^ck»  so 
long  irodden  by  bis  fore&thers,  yet  he  still 
Jcept  a  watchful  eye  upon  bis  concems; 
and  not  to  lose  $ight  of  the  main  cbance, 
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formed  the  first  sentenoe  of  his  creed.  To 
accumulate  the  goods  of  fortune,  and  not 
to  indulge  in  unnecessary  and  frivolous 
expences,  was  one  of  the  first  preoepts 
which,  independent  of  religion,  he  instilled 
into  the  youthful  minds  of  his  children ; 
and  he  would  frequently  insinuate  behind 
the  curtain,  that  **  a  penny  saved  was  a 
penny  got  ;**  and  that  **  the  tnie  value  of 
a  thing  was  as  much  money  as  it  would 
bring ;"  with  many  other  trite  and  com- 
monplace  Observation^,  which  he  thought 
might  facilitate  his  doctrine,  and  render  it 
familiär  to  their  infantine  capacities. 

The  next  rule  he  prescribed  was  to  ac- 
custom  them  to  give  to  every  transaction, 
however  trifling,  that  came  under  their 
Observation,  a  fiill,  due,  and  candid  inves- 
tigation ;  thereby  endeavouring  to  deduct 
the  right  fiom  the  wrong,  not  according 
to  the  superficial  mode,  generally  adopted, 
of  believing  a  thing  is  right,  because  it 
appears  so ;  but  to  sift  every  ooncem  to 
'  the  bottom,  and  by  so  doing,  clearly  as- 

certain 
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oertain  the  merits  or  demerits,  the  proper 
or  improper»  of  every  circumstanoe.  By 
these  means  the  young  people,  as  they 
advancediii  years,  became  exceedingly 
qüick-sighted  in  all  worldly  affairs,  and 
by  adopting  this  prescribed  eaution,  they 
oonducted  themselves  in  a  style  superior 
to  most  people  of  their  age,  and  were  sure 
to  steer  clear  of  all~  impositions  or  over- 
leachings  in  their  dealings  with  others. 
Thus  drcumspect  and  guarded  in  their 
oonduct,  advaneing,  as  it  were,  step  by 
Step,  into  the  vale  of  life,  oould  it  be  a 
matter  of  surprise,  that  the  Singletons 
should  become  the  wonder  of  their  less 
opulent  or  less  successful  neighbours  ? 

A  series  of  uninterrupted  happiness  and 
gay  prosperity  followed  this  fortunate 
couple  for  many  years  after  the  birth  of 
their  children;  and  no  one  had  fewer  of 
the  **  miseries  of  human  life"  to  complain 
of  than  Owen  Singleton,  when  the  unruf- 
fled  calm  was  broken,  by  what  many  peo- 
ple in  bis  Situation  would  have  termed  a 

B  6  fortunate 
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^^Hu9ust$  dfcmwitencg'»  m  Mdfcy  mI^  &6» 
bat  which  he  oiüy  rqprded  «s  an  unpro- 
]pitiDiis  6v»t»  likeiy  to  pioire  mbvoinve 
^  tiiftt  long-crtabiished  peaoe  iriiidi  had 
hitbeH»  reigned  in  bis  femily. 

Tbe  huadent  alluded  to  in  the  fnsnt 
instaiioe,  was  die  bdi^  adectud  tiy  hii  fei- 
loW-biirghers  as  tbe  most  opulent  «nongst 
tbem»  and  thereßire  bearing  tbe  stamp  of 
supetior  meiit  in  tbeir  ^es,  as  m  pmper 
insitniment  fcr  conv^^ng  an  address»  upon 
a  pattieular  oecasion,  to  tbe  throne.  Mr. 
Singleton  at  first  Mt  disposed  to  rsfiue 
'tm  bonour  tbus  oflBciou^  foroed  upon 
bitn ;  bat  Ibe  over-persuadons  of  bis  gen- 
tle  Rebecca,  wbose  aspuring  genius  pointed 
to  a  reward  proportaonate  to  tbe  tervice 
be  was  destined  to  undertak^  ad^M  to  tbe 
solieitations  of  bis  ndghbours,  prevailed ; 
and  the  balftimid,  balf-rep^fiting  Owen, 
after  reoeiving  bis  credentials,  at  kngtb  aet 
out  for  town,  wbere  sufficient  interest  fand 
been  procured  to  pa^ve  bis  way  to  ttie  pit- 
aenoe  of  royal^« 

E^eiy 
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Everjr  oae  knows  tikat  wboev«  la  i4- 
mitted  to  the  Eagtish  coiiit;  uponBuoh  an 
cnBDd,  aridom  retams  without  MceiTiiig 
«  permancttt  and  aubstantial  maik  0f  the 
royal  iavour.  Mr.  längfeton»  in  thb  in- 
stancx^  ptoveA  no  cocoeptkm;  for»  alter 
^^«MJMtg  tiie  knee  in  homage  to  a  monardi 
whcBK  mäd  «id  benefioant  avraj  endeaied 
tifli  40  dl  <9v«ttHd]qM)$ed  hcfurts»  und  gained 
him  the  afiections  of  bis  people,  he  roae 
up  with  a  wei^t  of  bonour  on  bis 
«batAders,  and  retiied  fram  the  preienoe 
np  i0Bger  Mr.  (faut  as  Sir  Owen  Sin- 
gleton. 

A^iioQ^  hitherto  but  little  apt  to  have 
bis  vanity  ticdded  by  the  favours  wbidi 
dame  Fortune  delighted  to  shower  upon 
him,  the  beart  of  the  newly^reated  knight 
beat  witii  rather  a  quicker  pulsation  than 
it  was  wont,  upon  bis  retum  to  the  loved 
spot  whioh  Qontained  bis  datling  Rebecca ; 
and  he  could  not  belp  antictpating  the 
satisfiietkin  wbich  he  knew  she  wQuld 
reeeive,  wben  he  sbould  salute  her  ears  by 

aecosting 
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aeoosting  her  with  her  new  title.  Sir 
Owen  was  in  the  right ;  the  sparkling  eyes 
and  mantling  cheeks  of  the  gratified  Re- 
becca, as  she  hung  ddighted  on  her  hus- 
band's  neck,  whilst  he  related  the  endiant- 
ing  tale,  confirmed  him  in  his  conjectures ; 
and  he  was  oonvinced,  that  to  he  addiessed 
as  my  lady  SingkUm^  would  oomp^isate 
fbr  many  evils  in  life^  had  she  been  dcxmied 
to  endure  them. 

Compliments  uid  ccmgratulations  now 
poured  in  upon  the  new-aggrandized  pair 
from  all  quarters ;  and  however  they  migfat 
have  been  indined  to  have  bome  their 
honours  meekly,  they  wtte  not  pomitted ; 
for  sir  Owen  and  my  lady  Singleton  oould, 
at  this  period,  be  scaroely  said  to  act  fiom 
any  impulse  <^  their  own,  so  eager  were 
the  neighbouring  g^itry  to  initiate  them 
into  the  estaUished  rules  and  ceremonies 
of  ftshionaUe  life.  In  oonsequence  of  this, 
bat  few  days  passed  without  some  tempt- 
ing  oigagement  to  draw  them  fix>m  thdr 
home;  and  those months,  days,  and  hours, 

which 
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which  the  gentle  Rebecca  was  aceustomed 
to  bestow  upon  her  domestic  diities»  were 
now  spent  by  lady  Singleton  in  paying 
and  receiving  moming  Visits,  dining  with 
those  she  termed  friends,  or  attending  the 
usual  public  places. 

Sir  Owen,  as  well  as  bis  rib,  had  also 
been  induced,  under  the  new  System  of 
things,  to  take  his  share  of  these  nouvelle 
amusements ;  but  finding,  according  to  the 
old  adage,  that  they  neither  brought  grist 
to  the  mill,  nor  conduced  in  any  way  to- 
wards  his  comfort,  he  in  a  great  measure 
declined  thero,  and  retumed  again  to  the 
retirement  of  his  beloved  counting-house, 
where,  by  following  the  natural  bias  of  his 
disposition,  and  giving  free  scope  to  his 
calculating  genius,  he  could  alone  enjoy 
permanent  happiness. 

"  My  dear  sir  O.**  for  the  appella- 
tion  of  Owen  had  long  been  exploded  from 
the  vocabulary  of  the  fashionable  lady  Sin- 
gleton  as  obsolete,  and  horridly  vulgär— 
**my  dear  sir  O.   what  can  induce  you 

to 


ikisk  M^  thiw  ilWB?  wqrflWg  tp  %K? 
I  d^tdfurfv  i*  #  «y  ÄpiR^on  that  thgr  wiU 

«tortoin  m  gmp  #  ^l^p  jfo  uwppg  w 

sodety." 

/*  As  1;p  yow  que^q^,  my  defoy^  re- 
fdied  llie  $|iU-mdefatigiibJe  sir  Owen,  "  I 
masYfßv  it  tibi^9rr4>eci^]4|;e  I  flatter  my$e\f 
they  ^d  as  much  i^^^ac^on  in  the  em- 
^oymcint  as  {  do ;  aud  aa  |to  Company, 
^viiioii  ypu  axß  Ißd  to  believe  such  an  essen- 
Ii0l.good»  let  qf^e  fuld,  itis  pnly  a  ai^Hre  to 
imtr^  the  vinY^^ti^,  liy  leadiog  them  into 
,i»mpt;^tmif,  wk\^^  by  ranaiftiog  cpn- 
>tented]y  at  ho^ji^p,  ^they  w.^i44  t^  5^^  to 

Thu8  the  spn^^  isfi^i^  in  the  retired  ha- 
bits  of  their  fether,  which  habits  increasing 
as  tbey  grew  j^  yei^p,  they  insensihly  feit 
ß8  greift  ,^dUliVfe  to  miqglhQ^  'yfi  the  sodety 
th^t  simoun^e^  their  mot^er  as  he  did ; 

.ami  »lt}io|igh  fl^T^M  ]»^P  swffi?i?ntly 
MliQuntU^  to  t^n^.|;)oth,  in  reg^d  to  per- 
sonal 
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smal  appeamnc^  yet  no  apark  oi'rmity 
kad  ever  Kghted  v/p  m  tliem  a  desiie  to 
iS»pktj  thea»;  and,  what  was  rather  sin^ 
gidfeuv  M  spite  of  the  masy  uiTitHig  re^ 
gardfr  and  Httle  feminine  manoeuvrca  to 
atkfaet  th^  attention,  iiom  the  neighbour- 
mg  fear  anes,  Hugh  and  Joeiab  Singl^ton^ 
at  the  i^ea  of  thirty  and  thirty-five,  re- 
iqafn^  alike  unmanried. 


CHAPTER  II. 


F0RTUNE5  who,  Hke  a  fantastical  eoquette, 
alternatety  smiles  or  frowns  upon  her 
Tetaries^  seemed  ibr  once  to  form  an  ex- 
ception  in  favour  of  sir  Owen  Singleton ; 
&r  though  he  had  invariably  enjoyed  her 
&vours  for  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  Ufe, 
yet  she  still  continued  to  regard  him  witii 
a  amiling  aspect 

It  happened  one  evening,  after  a  day 

agreeably 
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agreeably  spent  in  summing  up  the  profits 
arising  fix)m  the  last  year's  speculations» 
aiid  finding  a  balance  of  some  thousands 
in  his  favour,  that  sir  Owen  Singleton 
quitted  bis.  desk  in  high  good-humour, 
and  prepared,  with  all  that  sdf-oompla- 
cency  which  a  man  may  be  supposed  to 
feel  when  he  ^as  carried  a  favourite  point, 
to  take  his  tea  with  the  family  party. 
The  shutters  of  the  sitting-parlour  were 
already  dosed,  the  candles  bumed  bright» 
and  a  blazing  fire  within  bade  defiance  to 
the  storm  which  raged  without,  for  it 
•*  beat  dark  December,**  when  a  violent 
rapping  at  the  street-door  gave  notice  of 
an  Interruption  to  the  tempting  repast. 

"  See  who  is  at  the  door,  Richard,''  said 
lady  Singleton  to  a  servant  who  was  bring- 
ing  in  the  smoking  tea-um  ;  ^^  it  is  rather 
an  unseemly  hour  for  a  call,  and  I  ex- 
pect  no  Company  to-nighC  continued  she, 
musing,  while  Richard  obeyed  the  com- 
mand,  and  in  a  few   minutes  retmned» 

saying 
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saying  that  a  person  had  arrived  who 
wished  to  speak  with  his  master. 

"  What  sort  of  a  person  is  it?"  inquired 
sir  Owen. 

"  The  man  is  a  good  deal  muffled  up, 
sir,"  answered  the  servant,  "  and  from  his 
splashed  boots  and  dirty  coat,  I  should 
guess  he  had  coiüne  a  long  joumey." 

**  Desire  him  to  walk  in.** 

The  servant  immediately  vanished,  but 
as  quickly  retumed  from  delivering  his 
message,  stating  that  the  stranger  had  said 
his  business  lay  immediately  with  sir 
Owen ;  to  him  he  begged  to  be  introduoed, 
and  in  private. 

The  knight,  for  a  few  seoonds,  appeared 
to  hesitate  as  to  the  propriety  of  complying 
with  such  a  demand ;  but  when  he  reflected 
that  he  was  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  he 
feit  convineed  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear, 
however  singular  such  a  request  from  a 
perfect  stranger,  so  late  in  the  day,  might 
appear ;  desiring  the  footman  therefore  to 

foUow 
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fpllp^iv  hiim  with  lights,  he  immediately  led 
the  way  to  the  counting-ropm^ 

I^  vain  did  lady  Singleton  await  the  re^ 
tum  of  her  spouse,  in  order  to  take  his. 
tea;  tl^;  boiling  um  by  degrees  beeame 
(}Q]ß,  a^^d  her  patieojce  nearly  exhausted ; 
still  l;i|e  cam^  not  Dismayed  at  length  by 
his  protracted,  abseuoe,  she  could  no  longer 
resist  the  keen  desire  she  feit  to  asoertain 
i^  all  y^9ß.  M^?^»  by  s^ding  the  aervant  to 
inquire  if  hisi  xna&ter  chose  any  tea  ?  A 
negative  froqi,  ^  Owen  foUowed  her  in- 
quiry,  lyith  a  desire  that  l(er  ki4yshi|^ 
would  not  wait,  as  he  «hould  dedine 
taking  any  that  evening.  Satisfied  by  this 
v^^^^  tba(  U9  me^sur^  had  be^i  teken 
%q  »mrprise  hivfh  intp  wy  tWng  unpleasant^ 
m  4?rogatQiry  to  ^^is  wel%p,  she  gay^ 
p^en;  fpr  the  q^^ullied  ^uipage  to  be 
F^äftoved,.  «nd  t^tPofe  he^^  to  wcmder? 
91^  cpigectur^s  upqn  iSfj^  extraordina^y 
flfigttljre^q^  fpr  f^lHj^  lifm  or  two. 

Pi^v^  thß  ^l^ove-nientioned  per^pd»  air 
4^^)l  Singleton  had  been  ooeupied  by  the 

preiienee 


pre^hce  öf  tiüe  who  was  ä  perfect  stranger, 
and  whose  eirtand  was  no  less  extradr- 
ditiaiy  -thiEili  Ms  appeanmce.  This  Was  to 
detnand  his  oohseht  to  a  ptoposal  öf  so 
dngular  a  natüre,  that  when  he  began  to 
explain  himself,  the  good  knight  wie»  led 
tö  bdieve  he  was  msane ;  nor  oould  he  give 
hhn  credit  for  the  possession  of  a  soand 
intellect,  even  when  he  had  got  to  the  ex- 
tent  of  his  proposition.  The  person  in 
question,  as  far  äs  kir  Otren  could  guess, 
seemed  to  have  bcMiie  from'twenty-five  to 
thirty  Summers»  bn  a  Ibrow  v^hose  pensive 
cast  confessed,  that  **  Mölancholy  had 
marked  him  for  her  own.**  He  was  in 
|)Ossession  öf  a  handsome  exteriör,  while  a 
peculiar  miode  of  expression,  and  pathos  in 
his  voicie,  excited  at  once  both  interest  arid 
compassion^  which  induced  sir  Owen,  who, 
although  he  loved  to  mind  the  tnain 
chatice,  was  not  perhaps  absolütely  irlfide 
üp  of  positive  calculations  of  profits  and 
I0SS5  to  lend  an  ear  to  his  petition. 
l^e'strähger  began  to  open  bis  budness 

by 
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by  stating,  that  he  had  an  immediate 
occasion  for  a  very  considerable  sum  of 
money ;  for  which  sum  he  had  applied,  in 
preference,  to  sir  Owen  Singleton,  both  on 
account  of  bis  reputation  as  a  man  of  striet 
honour  and  probity,  as  well  as  a  rieh  one ; 
and  he  might  also  have  added,  from  the 
knight's  well-known  character  for  indul- 
ging  in  speculations  of  this  sort,  in  which 
he  had  hitheilo  been  too  successful,  to 
leave  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  applicant, 
as  to  bis  refusing  .compliance  in  the  pre- 
sent  instance.  Continuing  therefore  to  ex- 
plain,  he  represented  himself  as  the  present 
possessor  of  a  very  valuable  estate,  situated 
in  one  of  the  most  romantic  and  beautifyl 
Spots  of  South  Wales,  which  had  descended 
to  him  in  a  right  line  from  bis  progenitors ; 
tnis  domain  he  went  on  to  say,  he  meant 
to  place  in  the  hands  of  sir  Owen  Sin- 
gleton, under  certain  restrictions,  which 
would  be  found  worthy  of  bis  consider- 
ation. 

A  proposal  of  this  kind  soon  opened  the 

ears 
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ears  of  the  good  man,  and  disposed  him  to 
yield  the  Speaker  bis  undivided  attention, 
who  thus  went  on — **  An  immediate  and 
pressing  occasion  calls  for  my  presenoe 
in  a  foreign  land;  peculiar  cireumstances 
may  occur  to  detain  me  a  resident  there 
for  the  remainder  of  my  life,  or  I  may 
again  retum  in  a  twelvemonth's  short 
Space,  so  uncertain  is  the  termination  of 
the  event  which  calls  me  hence.  Should 
my  absence  not  exceed  the  latter-men- 
tioned  period,  I  feel  unwüling  to  dis- 
possess  myself  entirely  of  my  patemal 
property,  by  eflfecting  a  sale  of  it ;  at  the 
same  time,  my  necessities  require  a  larger 
sum  than  wbat  is  generally  advanced 
upon  a  mortgage.  I  will  therefore  make 
you  the  foUowing  proposal : — If  I  should 
return  witbin  a  given  time,  which  I  will 
mention,  the  money  which  you  advance, 
with  a  proper  compliment  for  the  use  of 
it,  shall  be  secured  to  you;  if  not,  you 
may  then  condude  that  I  am  absent  for 
life,  or  have  ceased  to  be  an  inhabitant  c^ 

this 
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tliis  world.  In  either  case  you  sball  rbe 
allowed  to  take  possession  of  my  exdosiye 
property,  and  by  retaining  it  as  your  own, 
procure  from  thence  a  right  of  bequest  to 
your  descendants,  unless  within  another 
given  time  it  is  redemanded  by  a  lawiul 
claimant" 

Extravagant  as  tMs  project  appeared  to 
be,  and  which  sir  Owen  could  not  help 
tbinking  the  effiision  of  a  disordered  brain, 
stUl  he  deemed  it  worthy  of  bis  serious 
oonsideration  ;  when,  after  hearkening  to 
idie  whispers  of  caution,  who  eounselled 
him  not  to  proceed  without  making  all 
due  inquiries,  and  to  be  eertain  that  he 
was  treading  on  firm  ground,  before  he 
entered  the  labyrinths  of  speculation^  he 
saw  no  reason  why,  if  the  man  was  thus 
bent  upon  making  a  loan  of  his  property^ 
he  should  not  reap  the  benefit  of  it  as  well 
as  another.-^*-"  Besides,"  he  argued,  "  it 
will  be  doing  the  poor  man  a  Service  at  the 
same  time,  at  least  he  has  taken  pains  to 
nad&e  me  believe  so,  and  that  ought  to 

have 


IT 
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have  soaie  w^ht  with  me  f  when,  aftw 
axraoging  aeveral  preliminarieft  neoessavy 
to  the  negodation»  and  fixing  wben,  hy 
TMidfing  an  excursion  into  Wales»  he  might 
mvestigate  the  pfoperty,  so  as  to  ascertain 
ita  intiinsic  value,  sir  Owen  promised» 
pTOfvided  it  answered  his  expectaticmsi  to 
G£HBply  with  the  demand  in  questk»; 
tber  strangar  then  took  his  leave^  ^F^ 
rently  wdl  satisfied  with  the  arrange^ 
noeots  between  them. 

XJgbt  were  the  slumbers  which  pressed 
the .  eyelids  of  sir  Owen  Singleton  that 
nght  Hüls,  dales»  woods,  and  vall^s^ 
swam  before  las  slieeping  fancy  in  thcttr 
brightest  iMX)6p6ets,  all  courting  his  ae- 
ceptance,  and  haüing  him  as  theu-  futuw 
master;  and  wben  he  awoke  in  the  mom 
ing,  he  feit  doubly  animated  by  the  brigbt 
viBions  of  increasing  prosperity  whidb 
floated  around  Hm. 

Liady  Singjeton,  who  had  her  long« 
ings^in  common  with  many  other  femalei^ 
to  beinfbrmed  c^  theur  husbands'  secrets, 

▼0ii.  I.  c  was 
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was  now  fuUy  acquainted  with  the  trans- 
actions  that  were  likely  to  take  place, 
which  the  turmoil  of  ideas  that  had 
crowded  the  head  of  sir  Owen  the  evening 
before,  had  prevented  him  from  explain- 
ing ;  and  now  that  he  had  digested  the 
proposed  plan,  and  slept  upon  it,  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  make  her  ladyship  a  parti- 
cipator  in  the  hopes  arising  from  so  tempt- 
ing  an  enterprise ;  and  she  set  about  the 
preparation  with  alacrity  that  was  to  ex- 
pedite  his  journey  into  Älonmouthshire. 

A  visit  of  a  few  days  sufficed  to  con- 
vince  the  knight  that  the  tale  he  had  been 
told  respecting  the  value  of  the  property 
which  he  might  one  day  claim  as  his  own, 
was  not  an  exaggerated  one.  In  its  pre- 
sent  State,  it  far  surpassed  his  expectation, 
and  he  believed  it  still  capable  of  great 
improvement  in  future ;  no  hesitation  was 
therefore  experienced  towards  fulfilling  the 
engagement  which  had  been  entered  into 
between  himself  and  -the  owner ;  and  in 
this  instance  we  must  be  allowed  to  re- 

mark. 
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mark,  that  sir  Owen  acted  with  decisive 
liberality,  and  that  he  never  received  a 
Single  twinge  from  lady  Conscience  for 
taking  an  undue  advantage  of  one  whom 
he  could  not  help  thinking  in  bis  heart 
was  but  one  remove  from  a  maniac 

Nothing  now  remained  for  Mr.  Evans, 
the  name  by  which  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  made  bis  äppearance  in  these  me- 
moirs  was  distinguished,  previous  to  bis 
quitting  bis  patenial  abode,  perbaps  for 
ever,  but  to  give  directions  to  bis  steward 
to  regard  sir  Owen  Singleton  in  future  as 
bis  representative,  to  treat  bim  in  every 
respect  as  he  would  himself»  and  to  con- 
sider  bim  as  bis  master,  until  he  sbould 
receive  orders  from  bim  to  announce  the 
contrary.  These  preliminaries  settledi  be 
gave  Orders  for  his  travelling  equipage  to 
be  in  readiness,  when,  with  a  moistetied 
eye  and  quivering  lip,  he  prepared  to  tum 
his  back  on  a  bome  dear  to  his  heart,  but 
wbich,  througb  fortuitous  circumstances, 
was  forsaken  for  a  residence  in  a  foreign 

c  2  country, 


q^i^^,  amid^  ^[»eign  qus^i^s  aii4  $i- 

i)¥49|^.  tb^  P^pd  which  wasi  de^^ig|f4 
^9  d^ypse  befor^  ihe  oontra^t  oou^d  hß  c^ 
^i^yeljr  fiilfflled,  ^fhich,  u^  all,  pt>ba^^ 
wpuld  hail  six  Ow^  SiDg^toB^  mastef  of 
])^|^35fod  Yale,  the  iffffffe  oj[  tbe  «sit^jk^  in 
^iji^tipn,  the  ^mily  coptinuje^  tf>,  W^^9iS 
tlj^  r^g^l«  routi^e  of  4oin€S|ji?:life;  üfn 
^h,w^Dww^^toQl^?a^y  tja,  spesd^  opoeü^ 

^  ijrac^  lie^  Iftdy  tp  lO^  th w  niiQ^e 

ijnpi^atopy  prev^ijed  a0i<»^rt  tbeio»  exc^ 
l^g  broteeqi,  iflk  we  instanee-^hia  ma 
Äi»?raag?  of  W^  Singli?toi^ 

]^are4  ia  al)  tbe  hfüaits  pf  dcHQe^ie 
W)9!W»y»  whi^  ha4.  hitber^.  so  sfeixwg^ 
^[|s|^}|giüjs]^  1^  üjXDJ^y^  she  had  M»iodl]( 
QK(^  ]f^^  sß^n  beyopd  the  pale  oi  h^ 
9i0|^^s  Wti^  cir# ;  a^  alirjhoiygfe  ge-. 
]Qgi;aPy  secVipiißd  y^ry  bandspme»  a^  wdft 
aaläi^  W.  ppfiitse$a »{[Hfe  »(^ alljactii^ 

hood 


with  the  ^ughter  öf  the  rieh  äbt  Ö^m 

thus  tfee  tfedftiihg  itfäriäH,  ttotmth- 
istanding  thäse  kdvkhtägeii,  iaüight  häve 
teen  left  tb  ♦•  '«either  oh  tWe  vü^  fhdrfi," 
faäd  liöt  thä^  debtihy,  WhitSh  is  Said  fö  ^ 
Vem  wtedloök,  tbüdücted  Mt  to  ä  fkshioh- 
löffle  Ttikt&Ati^-ipW^,  öh  k  Visit  td  ah  öM 
jksiioot-fello^,  Mth  Whoih  bte  bäd  been 
^^hhitfced  to  k^^  üp  k  kind  bf  iiltimäi^. 
It^  ütie  cbäifitii^  tb  he  teöh  ähd  äditiiiä 
ify  dr  HbWel  At>-HoWieii,  ä  youhg  Wfeisli 
bäronet,  who,  atthöu^h  he  migfit  häVS 
been  äbte  tö  häVe  ttäöed  his  desceht  from 
iJiB  gt^t  Lewellyh,  ör  eveh  fröm  C^c- 
tiu^üä  hiü^ltt  häd  little  elsä  säve  liiä  no^tlte 
Welöh  ttööd  to  bbast  öf ;  f*df,  älthoügK  tlie 
titl6  tiäd  d^ä(<6irded  ^üre  ahcl  üiiiefiled 
fröth  thk  hiktüre  öf  aily  t>Ieb&iän  ptkddl^ 
With  ibe  ban^lüceiit  stMtti  thät  so  H'dhijf 
floWed  ih  hü  Veihs,  still  fh&  hiöi^  süktdh. 
i^  ^üisit'eä  tbat  ÖÜgÜit  io  häve  äco^ni- 
fMhied  this  distinctfö»,  häd  diiritidi^  fr6£it 

c  3  generation 
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generation  to  generation,  tili  the  pres^it 
possessor  had  but  very  little  left. 

This  was  at  first  a  veiy  serious  objection 
to  bis  Union  with  Miss  Singleton.  Tbe 
knight  was  of  opinion,  that  in  tbe  scaJe  of 
wedlock  tbe  balance  sbould  equally  pre^ 
ponderate;  and  as  be  migbt  one  day, 
tbougb  be  could  not  exactly  determine 
wben,  be  brougbt  to  give  bis  daugbter  a 
good  round  sum,  so,  according  to  tbe 
rigbt  and  proper  of  tbe  tbing,  sbe  was  en- 
titled  to  marry  a  man  upon  an  equality 
witb  berself  in  tbat  respeet;  but  wben 
bis  newbom  family-pride  wbispered  bim 
to  remember  tbe  title  wbicb  would  be 
tbrown  in,  in  lieu  of  a  more  solid  com- 
modity,  tbe  balance  seeraed  tolerably  even. 
Besides,  sir  Owen  bad  no  objection  to  a 
little  additional  lustre  reflected  upon  bim 
by  a  planet  of  superior  magnitude,  in  whose 
orbit  be  was  content  to  move ;  and  banisb- 
ing  bis  former  scruples,  be  soon  consented 
to  tbe  matcb,  wben  M.iss  Singleton  quitted 
her  former  distinction,   to  embrace    tbe 

more 
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more  sonorous  one  of  lady  Ap-Howel,  to 
the  delight  of  both  her  parents ;  and  retir- 
ing  with  her  husband  to  his  native  moun- 
tains,  the  happy  bride  (for  where  is  there 
a  bride  that  feels  otherwise  than  happy  ?) 
left  her  family  to  comment  upon  the 
event,  and  to  congratulate  each  other  up- 
on what  they  all  agreed  another  of  For- 
tune's  lucky  hits, 

Lady  Singleton,  on  her  part,  expressed 
the  highest  satisfaction  in  the  connexion 
which  her  daughter  had  formed.  Here 
she  could  perceive  their  budding  family 
honours  beginning  to  bloom;  and  if  de- 
lighted  at  possessing  what  may  be  terraed 
the  shadow  of  title  herseif,  can  it  be  won- 
dered  at  that  she  rapturously  hailed  the 
appearance  of  the  substance  in  her  daugh- 
ter, when  to  be  able  to  talk  of  my  lady 
Ap'Howel  amongst  her  visiting  acquaint- 
anee  formed  the  enjoyment  of  her  life,  and 
acme  of  her  ambition  ? 


c  4  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  m. 


As  the  youthful  heir  may  be  supposed  to 
pant  for  tbe  time  when,  liberated  from  the 
trammels  which  have  hitherto  cx)iiined 
him,  be  may  enjoy  the  füll  liberty  of  pos- 
session,  and  revel  uneontrolled  in  the  pa- 
trimony  assigned  bim,  so  eagerly  did  sir 
Ow^i  Singleton,  as  tbe  time  drevr  nigli, 
wbidi,  by  tbe  protracted  absence  of  Mr. 
Evans,  was  to  vest  in  bim  all  tbe  proper- 
ties  of  bis  estate,  or  by  bis  reappearance 
orusb  at  once  bis  hopes  and  bis  suspense. 

In  this  State  of  anxiety,  as  tbe  weeks 
and  days  moved  tardily  along,  tbe  month- 
ly  calendar  was  frequently  referred  to  in 
bis  calculatimis  of  time ;  and  even  tbe  dial- 
plate  wbicb  decorated  tbe  chimneypiece 
in  bis  Office  was  sometimes  suspected  of 
Standing  still ;  so  eager  was  the  good  man 

to 
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MiÜ  ünB.  hsippiAeüii. 

Thttt  tkfe  #bicfi  iegdhtrty  M>1U  6(1  £» 
ite  äötm  of  tieiirrtifj^,  abd  #hich  ttd  ttiM 
ciäi  MiSiier  hisiten  Öt  fbtaeä,  bat  iii  M« 
o#A  äüa^&tröH,  brütight  ät  length  tlMl 
period  M  lötig  dUd  ab  «tottesily  d<»ü^  bjf 
A^  Ö^m,  stiid  m  m-Umaipäüettt  fkihi. 
\f;  ääd:  iö  äfömi  tM  saiAtaii  of  Ibdf  &:(. 
pieulilCftiufA,  H  brdui^tn  Itöt  Mr.  C^i^äiiiil. 
S^en  ydt^  fbe  time  stij^mlated  itt  M 
eontrast  x^tMi  fiäd  Uea  äighed  b^lHi^^M 
tbettf ,  b^  ^^i^  önd  not  &  veätig«  tüä 
tnmspiieA  i^spHtiöhg  Möi ;  e^ety  päA  6f 
the  a^i«M^  MtiteMJö  itt  föfie  Aäd  b^rt" 
punctuäUy  AiläHed,  ätidf  nothh)^  nöw  i6- 
röained'  föt  the  kMght  btit  to  gö  M  j)3^ö- 
prid  persörid,  ätiä  täke  ppssesiion  öt  iti^ 
piize  wbicb  daiMe  Fortune  had  M  ööA- 
sidetately  cäst  into  bis  lap. 

B^  tihfe  Bey-i^t^Sto  trick  öf*  thö  im. 
dagkt  g6dde^,  behörd  sir  Owen  Single- 
ton no\ir  tränsforih^  fröcri  the  ploddin^, 
speculätihg  ih^rtiKäni  tö  tii«  toüntry  göil- 

c  5  tleman ; 
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tleman ;  and  instead  of  being  tied  to  the 
desk  with  joints  stiffened  by  a  contracted 
Position,  and  eyes  wearied  by  poring  over 
intricate  accounts,  now  gaily  inspecting 
every  nook  of  bis  new  and  elegant  do- 
xnain»  and  pursuing,  with  the  greatest 
alacrity,  bis  meditated  improvements. 

By  the  word  improvement,  I  would  not 
be  thougbt  to  insinuate  that  sir  Owen  had 
conceived  the  design  of  erecting  a  pagoda» 
in  gratitude  to  Fortune,  for  having  thus 
distinguished  bim,  or  the  constructing  a 
temple  to  commerce,  by  way  of  embellisb- 
ing  bis  grounds ;  no,  no !  bis  mode  of  im- 
provement  lay  in  quite  a  different  route, 
that  of  turning  every  inch  of  ground  to 
account,  and  by  Converting  the  ornamen- 
tal to  the  useful,  he  contrived  to  add  very 
considerably  to  bis  yearly  income.  Still, 
though  desirous  of  reaping  every  advan- 
tage,  sir  Owen  was  not  insensible  or  inat- 
tentive  to  sublime  or  beautiful  in  natura, 
whenever  be  discovered  it ;  «qd  so  that  a 
fine  view  or  stnking  perspective  could  be 

retained. 
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retained,  without  infringing  upon  bis  eoo- 
nomical  proceedings,  he  was  content  to 
have  it  so ;  and  in  one  instance,  where  it 
was  suggested  that  a  delightful  view 
might  be  obtained  of  the  distant  countiy, 
by  cutting  a  vista  through  a  pleasure- 
wood,  he  immediately  complied,  but  not 
without  reflecting  that  the  wood  so  sacri- 
fioed  would,  by  putting  a  good  round 
sum  into  his  pocket,  afibrd  him  something 
more  substantial  than  a  distant  prospeet 
of  picturesque  scenery. 

The  Situation  of  this  spacious  domain, 
which,  with  all  its  appurtenances  to  boot» 
had  thus  fortuitously  fallen  into  posses- 
sion  of  the  Singleton  family,  was  particu- 
larly  beautiful.  Hill  and  Valley,  wood 
and  water,  judiciously  combined  to  pro- 
duce  their  strengest  effect  throughout; 
and  from  whichever  point  of  view  the 
gazer  beheld  tliese  multiplied  objects,  he 
disoovered  innumerable  beauties  rise  upon 
the  eye,  and  strike  upon  the  sense ;  nor 
could  any  one,  whose  easual  wanderings 

c  6  led 
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led  bim  tlirough  tbe  shades  of  MyfbA 
Vale,  wbile  admiiing  the  works  of  art^ 
eomplain  of  the  steiility  of  natufe :  fbt 
bere  sbeliad  seattered,  with  a  bald  aod 
piioltise  band,  someof  ber  riebest  matetials« 
In  one  spcft  a  maasy  roek,  wbo«  brokcn 
attd  di^ointed  defts^  now  bare  and  gliafem- 
ing  in  tbe  son,  now  dotbed  with  fidi  and 
vaiiegated  foliage,  demanded  attentkm« 
I»  smotber,  a  dashing  cataract,  wtiicb  rosb» 
ing  impetuously  over  tbe  cn^  wbidi^  ha- 
peded  its  progress,  and  tben  contiiraed  to 
murmnr  its  Serpentine  course  6r  as  the 
eye  eould  reacb,  delighted  tbe  ear.  Here 
a  natural  grotto,  deeply  excarated  in  the 
side  ofa  bill,  whose  wood-ekrthetl  summrit 
exbibited  a  striking  spectacle,  infited  to 
repöse.  There  a  babbling  brook,  wbeM 
gentle  meanders  sootbed  the  ^stener^s 
mind,  and  raised  bis  smil  to  contemfdatioi» 
sweet,  and  deed  of  boly  sera^ing.  But 
wbat  proved  the  greatest  embeiÜBhineiit 
in  the  opinion  of  its  posaessor  was^  m  ati 
eminent  writer,  witbout  doubt»  judidousfy 

phrases 
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tiie  modtm  «ty1#  of  arehifiectof«^  iThis 
di^|»»t  edifiee,  ^efly  MnMnict^dl  cMT  tbö 
wliite  ^tone  ^  {mirfitfent  in  thiü  wuntiy, 
and  c^nsämented  with  ^gant  viittßdas,  in 
ofd^  toeitdud^,  as  öccdBion  tüiglrt  r^tiili^^ 
Sät»  töö  powerfül  tays^  wa^  eettainly  a» 
otg^cf  ivbich  inight  be  viewed  ad  partial)]^ 
by  et&er  crfes  a^  by  tboi^  of  sif  Owen  Sifh- 
gletofii:  and  when  marking  the  oofitfAst 
whi^h  s»l>sie^Md  between  this  elegant  man^ 
sion,  and  the  deep  and  dark  woods  which 
shacMt'  H  bellilid^  0t  considering  it  as  har- 
toötiimig  Mvith  the  lovely  landscape  ki 
^ont,  i*  pi^esented  an  intere^ng  subjeet 
for  tb0  pcööil  of  the  artist ;  and  sir  Owen 
was  nof  a  little  vain  when  he  had  an  op- 
portimity  of  pointiing  oüt  the  particul^^ 
beauties  of  hiB  new  residence,  to  the 
choaea  few  whom  he  thougbt  pfoper  to 
favöur  witb  a  sight  of  thetn. 

Here  then,  in  thiS'  cHarming  retreat^ 
pTobably  for  the  mmainder  of  thek'  lives^ 
woutö  dwell  sir  Owen  and  lady  Skigleton. 

To 
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To  the  knight  it  afforded  the  extreme  of 
gratification ;  he  possessed  every  enjoyment 
he  desired;  he  could  plan  ahd  execute 
what  he  deemed  improvements ;  he  could 
still  count  and  sum  up  his  mcreasing 
riches ;  and  as  for  power,  he  had  as  much 
as  he  ever  coveted,  that  of  commandmg 
his  vassals,  and  directing  his  own  family. 
What  more  of  earthly  good  could  this  fa- 
vourite  of  fortune  wish  for? — ^none — ^he 
knew,  or  at  least  he  thought  he  knew, 
when  to  be  content. 

When  ambition,  vaulting  ambition, 
once  protrudes  itself  into  the  human 
breast,  by  what  earthly  power  can  it  be 
extirpated  ?  If  the  victim  has  already 
been  enabled  to  take  one  flight  upwards, 
it  only  spurs  him  on  to  soar  still  higher, 
and  leaves  him  no  peace  tili  he  attains  the 
end  to  which  he  aspires.  Thus  it  fared 
with  lady  Singleton.  Fortune  had  abun- 
dantly  showered  her  favours  upon  them, 
beyond  what  her  most  sanguine  hopes 
would  have  led  her  to  expect ;  a  title,  as 

unexpected 
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unexpected  as  it  had  been  unsolidted,  had 
fallen  to  their  lot.  But  what  was  this 
distinction,  she  was  led  to  argue,  that  had 
set  them  above  their  fellows  ?  little  more 
than  the  shadow  of  a  substance,  which  she 
still  eagerly  coveted — merely  that  of  city 
knight,  which  would  die  with  its  present 
possessor,  and  his  descendants  not  a  whit 
the  better  for  it :  where  then  was  the  use 
of  this  accumulation  of  riches,  if  it  could 
not  purchase  them  something  more  sub- 
stantial  ? 

These,  and  a  thousand  questions  of  a 
similar  kind,  the  good  lady  was  in  the 
daily  habit  of  putting  to  herseif  as  well  as 
her  spouse,  tili,  by  dint  of  arguraent,  and 
sometiraes  persuasion,  which  she  caUed  to 
her  aid,  she  succeeded  with  sir  Owen, 
although  he  had  fancied  a  short  time  be- 
fore  that  he  had  nothing  farther,  in  this 
World,  to  hope  for — in  bringing  him  to 
the  point  she  wished — that  of  being  able 
tp  adyance  one  step  into  the  "British 
peerage,**  in  order  to  have  the  power  of 

transmitting 
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Hdtlrsl^  tö  hk  posteiity. 

MdMy^  wbMbör  Ui  f h^  etid  il  proVi^ 
whdt  it  k  genenSfy  ält]^äcted>  a  bteäs&ng 
^  ä  oim^i  wbich  is  never  ^xpeeted  &t  ^, 
bsä  at  leäi^  tlMf  pi'^Gtenf  ädvantagfe  <^  pft>. 
Gtiiiiiig  iti^  {MAä^e^sor  almost  ev&ty  Üiiüg  he 
d«($fi^;  Md  in  thi& instanoe  it  beeüitfe  tke 
zfidst^-key  to  «nkiek  the  storeh^use  of 
dignhy  in  ü^tiMf  (d  ^  Owenht,  Ski^dtoäi 
aiid  to  proctire  bis  exchange  of  the^  pal^ 
knight,  which  had  hitherto  constitüted  th^ 
fag-«nd  df  bis  fitme,  for  the  more  scndorous 
one  of  baron^t,  witb  the  tight  of  desoent 
to  bis  heirs-ümle  fof  etef. 

Humffity,  it  has  befen  said^  tattüS  the 
fim  ^ep  in  amtStiön'»  ladder.  Sir  O^eu 
did  not,  äir  it-  d^  ^rbaps  too  eon&tnott  fio  do 
in  lik^  dretfMdt^d^s,  oast  it  a#äy  b^re : 
meek  And  btittrble  from  bis  biitb,  hü  conld 
not  SD  eanily  ^»H;  witb  an  öld  Moe»ii^, 
atnd  as  fae  <k)ntiiitt«d>  to^itount  still  blähet; 
it  dceoMpiMled  bim.  Do  not  tiü^t^i« 
imaginie  tb»t  b^CMfte  be  bliö  sHtaitted  fftf« 

very 
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that  fabric  which  he  hoped  would  stand 
for  fiiture  generations  to  gaze  at,  sat  down, 
his  heart  dilating  with  the  additional  gra- 
tification  of  having  been  the  founder  of  an 
edifice  wlüeh  would  add  lustre  to  the  name 
of  Singleton  when  he  should  be  no  more. 

Arrived  at  this  point  of  dignity,  the 
baronet  had  nothing  further  in  reality  to 
desire.  He  revelled  in  every  luxury  that 
could  affbrd  enjoyment  either  to  his  mind 
or  body.  No  losses,  crosses,  or  untoward 
aceident,  intervened  to  interrupt  his  peaoe, 
while  he  continued  to  glide  smoothly  down 
the  vale  of  life ;  and  though  it  might  have 
been  wished  tliat  a  man,  so  every  way 
inofiensive  as  sir  Owen  Singleton,  should 
have  lived  for  ever,  I  am  under  the  neces- 
sity,  as  a  faithful  biographer,  of  recording 
his  death,  by  saying  that  at  the  age  of 
seventy  he  was  fated  to  go  the  way  of  all 
flesh,  and  to  be  gathered  to  his  fore&thers 
who  had  trodden  the  Valley  of  death  before 
him. 

The  title,  so  much  the  consideration  of 

all 
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all  the  family,  now  of  course  devolved  to 
the  eldest  son :  the  fortune»  as  the  baronet 
had  always  prided  himself  upon  precision» 
he  divided  into  three  equal  shares,  which 
he  devised  to  his  children,  after  appropriat- 
ing  a  proper  sum  to  his  relict.  But  that 
the  title  might  be  supported  with  proper 
dignity,  he  bequeathed  Myfod  Vale,  with 
all  its  appurtenances  and  restrictions  with 
which  he  had  himself  received  it,  as  an 
accompaniment.  By  this  means  he  gave 
satisfaction  to  all,  who,  while  they  re- 
solved  to  pursue  nearly  the  same  path  in 
which  he  had  so  wisely  walked,  wept  over 
his  tomb  with  filial  aflFection  and  genuine 
love. 

In  spite  of  the  resolutions  so  lately 
formed,  the  counting-house  was  destined 
to  experience  a  revulsion,  by  which,  after 
shaking  its  foundations,  it  was  at  length 
finally  overthrown ;  for  could  a  baronet 
of  the  eighteenth  Century,  or  the  only 
brother  of  a  baronet,  condescend  to  su- 
perintend   such   a  concern?      In    losing 

their 
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gteföflS,  tboügh  tht^y  ieevi^ntied  him  as  Ihe 
alithtNr  d'tb^  beitig,  and  in  eVety  instanoe 
h)^d  thetnifelv^  bound  to  be  guided  by 
ins  (^HlöH,  feft  tA  if  lightened  of  a  load 
^t  had  sötäeßin^  dragged  thera  foo 
!h«in>  th&  eäith ;  &nd  now  freed  from  tbe 
ä:ttittiäiels  Svbieh  bad  hiibatb  bottnd  tbeih, 
they  be^  tö  äiHke  their  plütnag^  like 
hätds  that  häi  tievter  qaltt^d  the  pai«nt 
ifl^  attd  to  t^ke  shöH  fligbts  by  tlteM- 
i^Ivc»;  änd  so  sigt^eaMe  was  this  ne^- 
ibuAd  liberty,  that  tbey  finally  detertMii^ 
U  abäildiod  tlie;  tx^fherdal  pursüit^  ahd 
mnAesiäeäte  Witb  lady  Singleton  Üt  Mjribd 
Vale. 


CHAP. 
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CBIAPTE»  IV. 


The  bow  constwüy  bent  w^vjA  in  ttmi^ 
Iqfi^.  i;^  e)lft0ti(^ty ;  sp  th^  mui4  with«ut 
sfffff^^  re]#^at^o^  fronji  iti»  opnstant  pwswiit«» 

«miM  beeome  d^preßaed»  mA  in  thei  end 
L^ee  Its;  wonted  plia]bäity«L 

Jbi^  orcter  tb^^Qi«  to  «vc^  a,  qwMm^ 
gem^  so  nuieb  to^  be  dr^oded^  Hiigb 
Swgletos^  who  eertwily  poßsessed  9Sk  HA- 
d«»tanding  faif  afeov^  the  ordinwy  cow^p-. 

C<»  hijj  rigiHpus.  q(«&a^»/Bnt,  by  dey<rting 
Ütft^few  bpiijif^  Bpt  spent  iq^  iminediat^^  afK 
p^i^itiMH).  tp  a  puirsuiit  thali  bad  early  U^m 
pQS^(^PO  of  bis  ypung  mm^,  Hw  wa§ 
zipt  tbe  stiKiy  <^  cben»iciü  affilHl^ieSj,  i» 
QiBiißs  tp  aslpmsh  the  world*  by  ihß:  di*» 
QPiBtt^  pfiawB«  wwdpi&l.cw»]bÄn*^^  pß 

tbe.  9ip]:e  cpo^ptex  one  of  ^ndeayoun^  tp 

transmute 
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transmute  the  most  common  to  the  most. 
precious  of  metals ;  these  were  sciences  of 
too  abstruse  and  tedious  a  nature  for  him 
to  enter  into,  and  he  left  the  discovery  of 
the  philosopher's  stone  to  such  as  were 
sufficiently  infatuated  with  experimental 
knowledge  to  search  for  it. 

It  was  suffieient  for  Hugh  Singleton  to 
content  himself  with  such  amusements, 
by  way  of  relaxation,  as  came  more  imme^ 
diately  within  his  reach,  and  such  as  re- 
quired  neither  too  great  a  share  of  expence 
to  obtain,  nor  the  sacrifice  of  too  great  a 
portion  of  time  in  the  enjoyment.  For- 
tunately  for  him,  as  he  possessed  a  mind 
which  required  something  to  dwell  upon, 
superior  to  the  common  drudgery  of  life, 
he,  at  a  very  early  age,  contracted  a  taste 
for  coUecting  what  are  called  curiosities, 
by  frequently  seeing  trifling  specimens  of 
foreign  productions  exposed  in  the  shop 
Windows  for  sale.  To  purchase  a  selection 
of  these  articles,  as  they  Struck  his  fancy, 
er  came  within  reach  of  his  pocket,  and  to 

arrange 
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arrange  them  agreeably  to  their  different 
classes»  afforded  an  employment  dear  to 
bis  heart ;  while  to  contemplate  bis  little 
cabinet,  afler  he  had  thus  fumished  it» 
yielded  the  greatest  delight  he  was  cap- 
able  of  eiijoying  at  this  juvenile  period  of 
his  existence. 

Growing  with  his  growtb,  and  inereas- 
ing  as  his  stature  increased,  what  had  been 
simple  amusement  in  the  boy  beeame 
passion  in  the  man.  The  young  collector 
of  curiosities  was  now  the  confirraed  anti- 
quary;  when  being  able  to  indulge  this 
penchanty  every  thing,  in  his  imagination, 
ranked  in  value  aecording  to  its  antiquity  ; 
and  a  broken  vase,  or  a  mutilated  lamp, 
dug  from  the  ruins  of  Herculaneum,  or  a 
stone  imported  from  the  amphitheatre  of 
Vespasian,  were,  in  his  opinion,  more  pre- 
cious  and  ^esirable  than  the  most  beautiful 
modern  productions.  But  although  this 
virtuoso  passion  eertainly  reigned  predo- 
minant  in  his  soul,  still  it  was  not  entirely 
to  the  seclusion  of  every  other;  for  al- 
though 
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though  he  was  led  hj  it  to  prefer  tben 
sessing  a  foreign  relic  to  any  tbing  curkmcL 
ot  beautiful  which  bis  own  country  pnu 
duced,  still  be  was  not  altogetber  insmsU 
bW  to  tbeir  merits:  thus  a  gener^  lover 
of  order^  beauty,  and  barmony^  prevaikd 
tbroughout  bis  transactions ;  and  bj  in» 
flu^icing  bis  dispositiicm,  softened  and  bar- 
monized  bis  cbaracter.     Such  was  Hugh 
Sin^ton^  wben  it  pfeased  Heayen  to^^^ 
{«vebim  of  bis  fatber ;  and  by  transplaiit^ 
ing  bim  entirely  to  tbe  romantie  shadda  of 
My  fod  Vale,  a  wider  field  waa  opemed  fw 
hia  iiuspeetion^  bis  ideaa  became  expanded^ 
and  b^  seenaed,  'm  hia  iminterrupted  con« 
templation  of  nature>  wbicb  now  broke 
lipon   bis    enraptured   vision   in  all  ber 
dianns,  to  po3sess  a  new  sense. 

Wbat  an  inexbaustible  source  of  study, 
aa  well  as  admiration,  was  bere  presented 
ta  bis  view !  and  fbr  some  time  he  seemed 
bewildered  as  to  wbat  path  he  sbould  be 
tempted  to  tread.  On  one  band,  the  ele* 
gant  fingerof  Ilora,  pointing  to  her  brit» 

liant 
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liant  parteires,  solicited  him  to  become  her 
pupil;  on  tbe  other,  a  graver  matron, 
whose  blossoms  could  all  boast  as  bright  a 
tint,  beckoned  bim  to  tread  with  her  the 
botanic  maze ;  in  short,  all  nature  oourted 
his  attention,  and  he  soon  resolved  to  un- 
lock  some  of  her  precious  stores. 

^ugh  Singletan  then  became  in  titne 

somethiDgmore  than  the  selfish  antiquary, 

hoarding  his    useless  jumble  of  antiques» 

which  ffiight  have  been  hid  for  ages  in  the 

^k,  and  good  for  nothing  but  the  enthu- 

siast  to  pore  over  Mrhen  brought  to  light, 

save  to  inform   us   that  the  ancients  dealt 

^  crockery-ware  as  well  as  ourselves,  and 

that  the  current  coin  of  their  realms,  like 

our  own  of  the  present  day,  bore  the  effigy 

of  the  reigning  sovereign,  or  the  image  of 

the  Commonwealth.    Now,  if  he  cultivated 

his  garden    he  was  rewarded  for  the  time 

so  spent,  by  ol>serving  the  fruits  of  his  in- 

dustry  gradually  springing  up  before  him, 

wlulst  he  enjoy  ed  a  double  pleasure,  by  re- 

garding  Öiem  wlth  the  discriminating  eye 
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of  a  Aorist,  when  t^e  peifect  shape  and;: 
vivid  oolouring  of  his  flowers  afforded  hmi 

herb  of  the  field.  and  even  the  gross  whidd 
Sprung  up  beneath  his  feet,  became  int{^|r- 
estins ;  while.  as  a  naturalist,  not  a  nlä^ 
butterfly  could.hover^overhis  gay.  j^-^ 
terre.  nor  the  meanest  reptile  protrudeit- 
seif,  without  beoomu)g  a  subiect  of  mterest 
and  consideration.  as  being,  auke  with 
himself,  creatigres  of  th^  same  mfimte 

.1...'    i*i  <   .     ,.     i.Tr;j--        ;  Mi»»»        lia.^r// 


-t-'i.!    *l!'.> 


A  mind  thus  eleganüy  fraught  must  jlx^^ 
at  peace  with^  itself  and  all  around.  Ko 
coarse  or  tur'bulent  passion  ever  foiind 
place  in  his  breast,  to  disturp  tlie,sereni|^^ 
he  acquired  by  pursuits  like  tliese :  but, 
looking  "  through  nature  up  tp  nature's^ 
God."^'  lie  discerned  the  durecting  hand  01 
Frovidence  in  all,  and  adoredt  iliat  imäom 
and  benencence  whieh  give  to  ea^h  its  se- 
parate  Situation  and  its  end.  Besides. 
having,  from  the  confinement  ne  was  ac- 
cttstomed  to  in  the  early  .part  of  his  fife. 

conji^ct^ 


OQHtmdtoi  a  dislUbe  to  the^ ''  busj^  hum  of 
mg^^  he  now  sought  >  tbat .  retirement  so 
OQüg^ial  to  bia-wishe»;  and  had  not  one 
paipifliifrfe  desiie  reigned  predominant  ia: 
hi0t^..8QiKUi  Jhe  wouU  have  bee»  content  to 
ßmi  .^  the  World  forgrtting,  and  by  th& 
w^ridi  fdg«^"  for  the  remainder  of  hä^ 


TlKk  de^ice  aUuded  to^^  And^iurhich»  firomf 
itfunov^ty^  was  ealoolated  to:act  more  hnt.^ 
^p^t^tuMiy^oUfthe  muidithaD  a  pasakm  al« 
lea^^öUmtedMbytimesmight  harve  done/ 
wwi/ium^.c^tnisijon^    The  genealogical^ 
tn^/had^beeniplantadk  .and  its  root  take» 
fiiD|^rhcijl4>r  andxalthoGigbtita  branohes  at^ 
j^qgf^t^wece  bat  fewin  nuinber^  yet  he> 
mdulgf^  >thcr  hope^  of  seeing  it  >  in  future  f 
pi99d¥iQ9  bQth')bud8.vand:  fruit  to  his  satis^: 
üt^n^i  Peihaps-Hugh  Singleton  might 
nqt^b^  quit^  so  ^«unreascmable  as  to  wish; 
thai  ;)iis .(deaoendants^  like  those  .of  the* 
aiMMOt.  patmrch^  might  be  as.numerousi 
a8,^b^^;ands^x>n  theisea-shore^-^he  might 
alsodhave  remajcked  the  trouble  frequently 
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occasioned  by  the  being  daimed  by  a  long 
line  of  kindred,  all  of  whom  it  is  not  in 
the  nature  of  things  should  be  equaUy 
prosperous,  or  weU-doing  in  life ;  still  he ' 
ardently  hoped  that  a  name  established 
under  such  fortunate  auspices,  would  not 
be  fated  to  perish  in  oblivion — a  name 
whieh  vanity  whispered  him  might  one 
day  be  enrolled  in  the  archives  of  glory, 
as  having  deserved  well  of  its  country — a 
name  perhaps  entitled  by  merit  to  receive 
a  higher  reward  than  that  of  an  adventi- 
tious  title  founded  on  the  gifts  of  fortune; 
To  accomplish  the  event  then,  on  which 
sir  Hugh  Singleton  had  fixed  his  mind — 
tliat  of  seeing  an  heir  to  the  family  name 
and  honours,  he  reflected  as  a  preliminary, 
that  it  would  be  necessary  either  for  his 
brother  or  himself  to  enter  the  holy  pale 
of  matrimony.  This  was .  **  a  pill  bitter 
to  swallow,  and  hard  of  digestion,''  to  one 
who,  during  the  course  of  his  life,  could 
never  find  time  or  opportunity  to  pay  at- 
tention  to  females.    In  regard  to  the  love- 

liest 
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liest  pari  of  creation,  hk  heart,  though 
naturaUy  tender  in  other  respects,  ap- 
peared  as  hard  and  impenetrable  as  if 
cased  in  adamant/,  for  in  him  love  had 
never  been 

^  '*  Tbe  silver  link,  the  silken  tie, 

*^  Whicb  heart  to  bean,  and  mind  to  mind, 
^  In  body  and  in  soul,  can  bind." — 

To  matiimony,  therefore,  he  had  in 
himself  an  insuperable  objection :  it  was 
too  late  in  the  day,  he  would  argue,  to 
worship  at  Cupid's  shrine,  when  his  arrows, 
for  him,  were  become  blunted  and  point- 
less.  The  little  god  must  then  open  his 
quiver  to  less  impenetrable  bosoms,  and 
his  brother  must  then  be  the  Atlas  destined 
to  Support  the  weight  of  the  aforesaid 
honours  on  his  Shoulders. 

Josiah  Singleton,  a  few  years  his  bro- 
ther's  junior,  was  a  perfectly-different 
character  in  most  respiects  to  sir  Hugh, 
although  habit  and  education  had  formed 
a  coUision  between  them,  which  fre- 
quently  emitted  the  same  sparks  of  genius. 

D  3  With 


WIth  a  nißre  robust  iiMtvf^hoiy^mätme 
-also^in'tiae  t)piiMon  of>some;iiad^[id8tenmd 
lipon  him^a^greftter  a^reTof  pcrsonat^^st- 
rtmction  ;  aiid  although  not  fimaedtfoi'^fia- 
ency  of  articulation,  he  bore  aboHt'bim'a 
charm  in  his  fine  figure,  which  was  sure 
to  operate  in  his  favour.  Josiah,  therefore, 
who  perhaps  would  have  had  no  greater 
«desire  than  bis  brotfaer  to  quit  a  Hfe  of 
^gle  blessedness,  but  forthe  prop^gotion 
of  this -same  genedogical  tree,  foi]jad>BO 
gceat  difiiculty.in  obtaining  a  helpinnein 
4ue  season.  | 

Bebold  then  Josiah  Singleton  oobi- 
iinenced  **  benedict ;"  and  that  "theniar- 
aiedman''  might  have  a  dwelling  bcfitting 
Ins  new  state  and  dignity,  sir  Hu^  pro- 
posed  the  erection  of  a  handsome  villa'&r 
hii](i,  whioh,  'tbat  the  brothers  migbt  *con- 
4inue  ^tp  a$t  in  eonoert  -with  eaeh  other,  m 
meßi  as  to  dwell  in  famUy  love,  he  diieefced 
tbould  be  «ituated  in  the  preoincis  of  My- 
i^  Yale.  Here  then  the  bridc^roDixi» 
whp,  for  <aii€;e  in  bis  life,  feit  the  natural 

phlegm 
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of  liis  Disposition  mantling  into 
$omeÜiing  like  npture,  sat  down  with 
the  youthful  \mäie  which  Itleaven  had  seht 
him,  to  enjoy  that  uhalloyed  happine^ 
which  every'new-inamed  pair  sees  in  per- 
spective,  Üiit  which  few  are  ever  atle  to 
a^t^^n• 

in  ms  choice  of  a  companion  for  hfe, 
TcKsiah  Singteton  was  not  so  üiir^tsönable 
BS  to  expect  that  eVery  perfection  which 
cän  adom  a  feinale  this  side  heaven,  shöüld 
centre  in  one  ocqect  merely  for  his  ^tin- 
Cätibn ;  he  was  tlierefore  content  with  tfee 
possessibn  of  youth,  a  strong  Constitution, 
exuberant  sjpirits,  and  a  toleraüle  sliare  of 
nistic  beaüty.  Ueared  in  fhe  äeepest 
shades  of  retirement,  uhder  ^he  protection 
of  a  mäiden  äunt,  Miss  Penruddock  had 
not  had  the  oppbrtünity  of  acquiring  what 
in  the  jfashiöhable  world  are  termed  femi- 
nine accomplishmehts.  All  she  knew  was 
how  to  han^e  her  needle  to  advantage,  to 
supermtend  the  management  of  the  poül- 
try  yard,  with  pickling  and  pi^rvihg; 
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or  if  necessary  at  a  pinch»  she  could  mix  a 
pudding,  or  construct  a  pie,  that  would  not 
disgrace  her  husband's  table.  Added  to 
these  qualifications,  she  could  mount  her 
horse,  and  gallop  twenty  or  thirty  miles  at 
a  Stretch,  without  experiencing  terror  or 
inconvenience  if  she  was  overtaken  by  a 
thunder-storm,  or  a  salute  from  Boreas  in 
his  roughest  style,  when  he  sometimes  pre- 
ceded  it.  On  such  occasions  as  these,  she 
would  only  button  her  riding-coat  closer 
about  her,  fix  her  beaver  firm  on  her  head, 
and  with  the  exclamation  of  "  Gk)od  folks 
are  scarce,  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  take 
care  of  number  one,"  or  some  such  trite  or 
commonplace  Observation,  tum  her  horse's 
bead,  and  retrace  the  way  home  again. 

Amongst  the  few  peculiarities  that 
marked  the  character  of  Miss  Penruddock, 
was  a  habit  of  appropriating  to  herseif  a 
number  of  commonplace  axioms,  which 
she  was  in  the  daily  habit  of  hearing  fix>m 
the  servants  and  others  around  her ;  these, 
from  the  dearth  of  conversation  which 

prevailed 
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prevailed  in  her  seduded  Situation^  she 
fpund  veiy  useful,  and  at  times  very  ex- 
pi^essive  also,  notwithstanding  the  caveat 
thrown  out  against  these  ofienders  by  that 
mirror  of  politeness,  lord  Chesterfield ;  and 
so  habituated  was  she  to  this  mode  of 
venting  her  opinions,  that  almost  every 
sentence  she  uttered  was  sure  to  be  em- 
bellished  by  one  or  other  of  them. 

This  quaintness  and  flippancy  of  dialect 
was  perbaps  well  contrasted  by  the  slow 
and  formal  mode  of  speech  practised  by 
Josiah ;  for  whilst  he  was  deliberatmg  lip- 
on a  point,  and  searching  in  his  own  mind 
for  a  Solution  of  the  question,  his  wife, 
before  he  could  give  an  answer,  would  step 
in  with  one  of  her  old  saws,  and  settle  the 
matter  in  a  twinkling ;  thereby  saving  him 
the  trouble  of  speaking  at  all  on  the  sub- 
ject :  thus  the  tacitum  Josiah  was  in  some 
danger  of  losing  altogether  the  little  qua- 
lification  he  might  have  possessed  towards 
becoming  an  orator. 

From  the  retired  manner  in  whieh  the 

D  5  sons 
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6oas  of  fiir  Owen  Singleton  had  been  ac- 
customed  to  pass  their  time^  Josiah»  ag 
well  as  his  hrother,  had  contrapted  a  por- 
tioq  of  that  timidity,  styled  by  our  Gallic 
iieighlxHiFß  **  mauvaüe  honte!"  so  fire- 
qumüy  troublesome  to  an  Englishman ; 
he  therefore  evinced  but  little  taste  for 
those  fonns  ^md  ceremonies  of  life  neces« 
sary  to  insure  the  benefit  of  soeiety ;  but 
heilig  destitute  of  those  resources  within 
himsdf,  which  bis  brother  could  boast  of» 
aadfinding  the  fiend  ennui,  which  had 
never  dar^  to  attack  him  in  hi9  beloved 
oountiBg*house,  b^inuing  to  make  eo- 
croachmeqts  on  \m  solitude,  he  wias  led  to 
Ind  him  defianee,  by  indulging  in  a  Uttle 
social  visiting  with  the  neighbouriog  fa- 


In  this  posture  of  affairs  stood  the  Ski- 

gkton  family,  when  sir  Hugh  was  un- 

ceremoniously  broken  in  upon  by  one  of 

his  domestics,  who  came  with  much  eqge»- 

ness,  knowing  his  master's  desire,  to  an- 

nounce  the  thrice-welcome  inteUigenoe  of 

the  birth  of  an  hetr ! 

CHAP. 


I 


eHAPTER  V. 


jDesc^nbikg  a^  (]^ickly  as  the  liervoüs 
trembr,  iäto  whi<;h  he  had  been  ifiröiiihfi 
bj^  tfiis  d^Hghtfal  inteÜigence  would  ^- 
mit»  sIr  Hugh  Sihgleton  entered  hü  &- 
htkty^,  where,  after  desiriäg  thäi  his  1^ 
mothöi^  i^hduld  be  ihade  acquaiinted,  in  ääe 
form,  tWth  ihe  jo3rful  event  wliieh  had  ^ 
lately  f e^^cfaed  his  own  ears,  he  cloded  ifie 
doof,  to  feast,  miset-like,  on  ihe  füll  üdie 
of  joy  which  had  rushed  so  tumültuöüsly 
fo  his  bosöüü. 

Aftei^  liiiminating  for  some  time  upon  ä 
(dfcümstance  which  had  yielded  him  siicti 
süpretne  delight,  he  started  up,  and  had- 
tily  advattcing  towards  a  öabinbt  which 
stödd  iii  a  recete  at  the  lower  ^ärt  of  tKö 
room,  he'drew  tröüi  tHenci  ä  roll  öf  pähSi- 
tneiit;  iM  he  caiefülly  dive^ted  öf  i^^ 
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outside  covering,  and  pladng  it  on  his 
tabl^  he  proceeded  with  fixed  attention 
to  regard  for  the  hundredth  time  the  ge- 
neahgical  free — ^that  structure  of  haj^i- 
ness  whieli  with  his  own  hands  he  had 
taken  so  much  pains  to  designate.    But 
in  what  light  did  he  now  behold  this  fii- 
voured  stem  ?  not  as  a  sapless  trank»  which 
having  shot  forth  two  feeble  branches»  was 
in  daqger  of  withering  to  the  veiy  root  ? 
No;  on  the  contrary,  he  now  reflected 
with  rapture  that  one  of  these  branches 
had  actually  put  forth  a  sdon,  which  he 
trusted  would  again  put  forth  in  its  tum» 
and  so  oxi,  ad  infiniium,  to  futui«  age& 

Bewildered  in  this  pleasing  idea,  sir 
Hugh  at  length  snatched  a  pen  from  his 
inkstand»  in  order  to  add  this  sapling  to 
the  majestic  trank  which  he  had  ded- 
phered  with  its  root  firm  in  the  earth;  but 
a  ray  of  recollection  darted  in  to  dissolve 
the  chann  which  hung  over  him»  while 
contemplating  this  fasdnating  object»  and 
to  oonvince  him  that  he  oould  not  at  pre* 

sent 
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sent  add  bis  nephew's  name,  because  he 
did  not  bear  one. 

Long  and  tedious  appeared  the  remain- 
ing  part  of  the  night  to  sir  Hugh  Single- 
ton, who  found  it  utterly  impossible  to 
sleep ;  and  not  more  impatienüy  did  the 
aident  bridegroom  long  for  the  dawn  of 
that  day  destined  to  present  him  with  bis 
lovely  bride,  than  he  did  for  the  moming 
when  he  might  in  person    congratulate 
bis  brother  upon  this  delightful  acquisition 
to  their  family.    No  sooner  then  had  he 
swallowed  a  cap  of  chocolate,  bis  usual 
nioming's  repast,  than  he  set  forth  on  this 
pleasing  errand. 

The  hright  luminary  of  day  shone  forth 

«  all  its  iQgii'e,  the  choristers  of  the  leafy 

^^^^^  Poiij^^ß,  forth  their  matin  song,  and 

^   ^^^^Q  5eei»^  ^  unison  with  the  bar- 

quick    ^t   pervaded  bis  breast,  wbile  the 

7  j^    ^<8a  ^£   liis  paces  soon  brought  him 

bn  T     ^  i\%e  Villa,  where  he  beheld  Jo- 

L  ^K^  ^     ±!t%^  lawn  in  firont  of  bis  house 

^^^^     v^ity^^  ^  ^  pondering  on  the 

V    ^^  best 


b^t  tbUstäas  öf  Siip^rtihg  the  y^reight  c^ 
his  new  dignity;  when  the  bibtberft,  ää  if 
dM#fa  together  by  tte  aktne  ttiagiAiet;  im- 
iSfediäiely  A^^AMiöhedj  ähd  ühithig  ih  ih 
ehit^^,  ilitttmüi^d  ät  the  sättie  ttiöm^ 
thö  ito^el  iüiä  mäikAhg  epithets  <jf  &tfij^ 
imd  tthde  betWeeti  them,  whilst  joy  eäÜ- 
Hätefd  ftratn  the  üidäs  öf  both,  äs  arm  in 
ättimkey  ehtdred  ihe  house,  to  ioake  ü&k 
imisitttif  iiiquKI^  j^Mive  to  the  lady  üi 

'S!bk  iiifailt  #hich  litad  thus  strengthenM 
ihie  fräf^inal  boml  b«twöeb  th^üi  #äs  ^ 
sftÜEipfiihi^  boy,  well  sfai^^  fsir-pitipat-' 
tioned,  and  bearing  in  its  fii^iy  IMeünwitä» 
ta  Che  gos^f»  isfibAgIf  IMiste^  lüi  e^tact 
feii«lhbbJn^  tbita  papa.  This,  as  Jöääh 
ir^  rKtiHy  a  WelMöb&ihg  MA,  im  ^pfe 
suläcl!^iit<br'M«9i'l^ft^^täB,  whb,  ptUfSiäf 
66ütd^#itht9fe'cÜätötit  of  her  hÜsbt^Tä 
fbattüi«^  d'^i«d  nö  betföf  finr  h^  äön" 
thän  thftt  he  äibidd  reäetoble  his  finhet. 
Aftet'eicpatiatirtg  upoh  the  beairiy  of  Aiö 
diild,  ihc  tieiCt  xlätag  to  b^  (sonsidäcd  was 

the 


64  FEAES  AND  CABES. 

appellation.  But  in  vain  had  been  their 
debating  upon  the  matter — ^the  mother 
liked  neither  of  these  obsolete  denomina- 
tions,  which  she  afBnned  were  **  as  old  as 
the  hüls,"  and  had  therefore  determined 
m  her  own  mind,  that  her  darling  should 
at  all  events  be  christened  Frederick^  ere 
the  messenger  retumed  with  Josiah's  an* 
swer,  who,  when  she  heard  the  good 
lady's  r^olution,  could  not  help  feeUng  a 
little  alarmed  at  so  flagrant  an  act  of  dis- 
obedience,  and  ventured  to  remonstrate  on 
the  impropriety  of  thwarting  her  husband 
in  a  circumstance  on  which  he  had  set  bis 
heart.— -"  Oh,  never  fear^"  replied  she, 
<'  quiet  men  have  quiet  minds,  and  my 
Josiah  will  neither  mend  it  nor  mar  it— 
Frederick  therefore  it  shall  be ;"  and  by 
that  designation  will  he  be  distinguished 
in  our  future  pages. 

By  the  birth  of  bis  nephew,  a  new  link 
in  the  chain  of  created  beings  seemed  to 
bind  sir  Hugh  Singleton  to  existenoe.  A 
sentiment,  new  as  delightful,    had  also 

Sprung 


:\ 
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'of%e  diüd  becäme  SO  im]|^rtänt  to  Ms 
haippihcito,  that  -he  j^t€il^ed  ttpöti  the  pa- 
Tööfts  tollet  thegifeatefr  färt  of  his'tilnebe 
passed  ^t  the  Väle. 

"  Tlaln  ttp  Ä  child  in  the  way  he  shoüld 
^go^'^id  Mrs. '  Sitij^eton  öne  day  to  her 
fausbbnd,  t»  th^  were  sittfaig  Üte^UU 
after  their  tÖnft»— "  that  fe  my  tiiaxün; 
do  ybu'li^^r  ititeiid  that  our  !Pred(EWiak, 
•Who  fc  *älötöSt  five  years  öf  ^,  shötild 
Ifeam  ^y  '{hiwg  biit  to  dawdle  ifter  Ifis 
ttnde/Who,  if  left  älone»  wonld  neykt&i&än. 
of  ][iairtiDgS^bfahn  ?  I  wish  ftierefore  yab» 
tny  döär,  ^Öuld  thinkirfit  * 

**  Thne  etemgh  yet,**  said  Jösiäh,  Wbo 
imted  ihöite  WDrds  thän  Were  lÄCftÄi^ 
lipon  iny  soHject. 

"  Oh,  ^e  tiitoe  by  the  forelock,**  Md 
the  lady — **  I  hate  to  lose  it ;  many  difl- 
'dl^n  now-^ä-days  ¥^d  adtnfö^t  äs  well  as 
fXpOi  'W I  ät  bis  ^e,  and  lie  ktiöWis  höthing 
OitÄÜ;  Ihde^,  I  aöti  toM,  hi  the  jJitserit 
lüödte  ^  edüÜltett  It  is  hecfeösöry  to  Bfegin 


.#ith?eh€toi  «ttwo  yetos  oId,'m  oifler  to 
-tittke  f  them^gdod'ifcli^ärs.'' 

•'-Ilrfeed  r  ^äcöflated  Jcwäah,  in  a^Dohe 
iHifeb  iöettied  to*imply  that  was  to  ar- 
ttlde^^f  itttelligcfnee  Üiat  required  nagtoit 
4te|^'X>f  ünderttftnding  to  discover-its'Ab- 
takU«y-^''^ell  I  'leave  >Ü1  that  to  iHy 
-taMAfer,"  he  cönthiüed,  ''  who  knttWs 
-whatnd  (Nrop^r'much  better  than  tty^elf 

'^Mkoiy'people  Indeed  might  hate  4inii- 
-g^iNdy'änd  with'veasoi),  that  the  hdroTtlie 
iSbi^etim  'fionily  was  in  the  high  ^fdad  to 
Mfai.  iridulged  even  to  a  *fatdt'by  ^ir 
-Httgh^^paitipiered  by  the  äiervatits,  ahd  !dtif- 
ifand^to  Tun^ld  fh>tn  momitig  till'ttight, 
vv4i3fit  he  cetnmitted  exety  IJttle  mlsdlAfef 
"rnük  imptmity  that  ent^fed  his  head,  no 
one  ever  thought  of  öffering  him  any  cön- 
tradiotiön.  The  önly  person  in  the  fiitnily 
vested  with  airthörity  for  that  'pu^pMüe 
MV^  <his  >Hnole,  the  good  old'lady^  his 
^gmndmotber,  having  made  h^  exit  ^ih 
tife's  evfefitfül  stage  a  short  time  after  this 
4addition  to  the  falmily  ^w  the  ftglit ;  tWit 

he 
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he  had  never  been  provoked  to  exert  it, 
save  in  one  instanoe,  when  the  young  gen- 
tleman  had  put  his  patience  severdy  to 
the  test  It  had  so  happened  that  the  ba- 
ronet,  by  way  of  aflPording  amusement  to 
his  nephew,  engaged  him  to  assist  in  plant- 
ing  a  bed  of  choiee  tulips,  whieh  he  had 
imported  from  Holland  at  a  very  consider- 
able  expence.  This  pleased  Frederick  ex- 
ceedingly — he  hereby  fanded  himself  a 
person  of  vast  consequence— -^asked  a  num- 
ber  of  questions  as  to  how  long  they  would 
be  before  they  would  grow»  and  busied 
himself  to  the  utmost ;  all  this  excessive- 
ly  pleased  the  doting  unde;  he  fanded 
he  could  perceiye,  in  his  anxiety  to  be  in- 
formed  respeding  the  flowers,  traits  of 
genius  whieh  afforded  him  satisfaction  to 
know  he  possessed,  and  Symptoms  of  a 
taste  congenial  with  his  own. 

Not  long,  however,  did  the  young. gen- 
tleman  brood  oyer  the  knowledge  he  had 
acquired  respecting  the  tulip  roots;  for 
making  his  way  into  the  garden  a  short 

time 
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iioe  sSter  tihey  "^ere  planted,  and  seeing 

BD  sp^earance  o£"  the  flowers,  as  his  uncle 

^'[üe^cted,  lie  set  himself  to  work  with 

lüi^tÜe  spade,  and  turned  over  the  whole 

bed  in  searcH  of  them ;  here  he  found  some 

juBtbeginning  to  peep,  and  not  discovering 

the  flowers,  as  he  had  expected,  he  con- 

duded  thcy  ought  to  be  placed  in  the 

gnnmd  again,  and  proceeded  aecordingly 

to  fix  them  with  the  wrong  end  down- 

wards;  tben  raking  the  mould   smooth 

mer,  as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  see  the 

gatdener  upon  ämilar  occasions,  he  for  the 

present  escaped  detection. 

It  was  in  vain  that  sir  Hugh  now 
watched  the  appearance  of  his  splendid 
^tolips ;  not  a  vestige  of  tliem  was  to  be 
^■^ij  and  the  season  wearing  away,  he 
HKMoie,  Uke  his  nephew,  impatient  beyond 
bD  preced^t,  and  was  tcmpted  to  turn  up 
'    thp  v  searcW^^^etation,  when. 


Haweyr^  he,  mj^t  hav^bf^iii  stwl^j 
by:.^uch  a  phenomeooiisias  a  tu%:  gi)w;ipfti 
dqymw^xß»  in  the  earthgphe  waajnot  lon^i 
in  ^  gue^sing  the  littl^  culprit  whot .  hqi^i 

piiHQ^  thq^  in  such  a  transvenBft,pQSJ4<«V: 
ai»4r?Q^tihiog  ;rufl^€4  at , sex.  oa^^^^a  tdirn • 

thiEf  jhq^ise».  with  a  })rqw  ik4  tqui^.so  pbwid 
a^.uw^  which  bodedjthfi»  youjBig,g«tt^^^^ 
m^a^a  lesaon  upoo  forbQaiiaic«^.wbe9i)hQi 
say^hipa,  the  tea»,  sti)9«nipg^dqw«2i}ii^^ 
fa^  ^ppoacfeinglum.    This,inpfawtily.4»ii 

for  the  first  time.win.his  »lüoi^he  h^  fel^ 
ag^st.thftpflfepdipgFifed^riqtk,  ?n4  w^ 
ing  hia  ey^es»  he  tex^^firlyrinqirired  wb»t 
Yuaß,  happene^.to  grieve  jiim? 

^  Ob,..I  hav^  lost  my  pretty  si^^Qoe; 
wJlj^ch  jou  gai^e  me  thi^  moming  to  btiy.t 
a  baUp"  replied  the .  {$ti)]^l^g .  bqy«  ''  an^^ 
I  dqn't  knoYy  .wh^^e.totfiqd  it.'; 

"  W^  don|t  le\  th«(£}in{ik^_yoUi|Gi!)b- 

y<«b  ?1# .  ^ye  ai¥i^hervto^:.,supply.>4t% 
plaq^**  takjpg  .onft.frcKa.hif  pw»  J?oQfe^ 

and 
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litüe  boy»  overjoyed,  soon  dried  hiß^-^y^i^, 
tiuKiike^  biß .  und[^  an4  sc§«ppQrj4  .«9!  *o 

In  about  half  iWjL  homi  h«w^xer#  Frpr, 
dQrick;W^  agiqji  seeking  bis  un^e* 

demunded  sucJEIugb, 
^  Ob^I  come  to  bring  back,  ypiw,  sqp?, 

penoe  ag^,7  said  tbfi  litÜe  feUpTY^.  "  b%, 
owsQ  I  toye  foun4  nwe  »Dia  porogr  p^pay ; 
poßkfit,''  wh«i  sir  H«gh,  pleaged  w\tj[»jii>, 
infc^ly,  dewied  hipa  .to  )s:e^.thei^botb.>. 

*•  No,.I  can't  in4e^''  «aid  Frededek^. 
'*bQcau3e  th^t  would  ioQl|:  as.if  J  told(.a 
st«y  to  gqt  another  sixpcaice^  so  .1  can't  . 
ind§@4  dear  unde,  kej^p  tbem  bothr 

Tlw  frank  avowal  entirely ,  dis^patod. 
allutrgc^.of  the  reggnt  ang?r.w,bich  had.* 
ruffl^sir  Httgh^.wbUst it .«eryed  to^oont:. 
vince  -bim,  tbat  if  he  had  been  led.  into.  aa . 
error  in^  regard  to,  his .  nephew's  qualifiiab . . 
ticois  sa  a  gardener,  he.  had  disoovjeiied^iin;. 
lieu  of  them,  sentiment$[.of..prQbity  and^ 

sel£> 
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self-denial  that  would  grace  the  character 
of  a  hero. 

Frederick  had  now  become  entirely  do- 
mesticated  at  Myfod  Vale.  Mrs.  Single- 
ton  having  increased  her  famüy  by  the 
births  of  other  children,  the  absence  of  her 
first-bom  was  neither  so  mueh  feit  or  re- 
gretted  as  might  have  been  expected^  and 
she  was  now  content  that  he  should  con- 
tinue  to  reside  with  his  unde,  upon  con- 
dition  that  she  received  a  visit  from  him 
weekly,  because»  she.added,  "  seldom  seen, 
soon  foigotten,''  and  she  wished  him  at 
least  to  remember  his  parents  with  affec- 
tion.  For  this  purpose  then»  as  it  was 
rather  too  great  a  distance  for  his  young 
legs  to  reäch  it  in  bad  weather,  sir  Hugh 
procured  him  a  beautiful  little  Welsh 
poney ;  when  the  princes  of  Hindostan, 
mounted  on  their  sumptuously-dad  ele- 
phants,  glittering  in  eastem  magnificenoe, 
were  not  greater,  in  their  own  opinion^ 
than  Frederick,  when  bestriding  the  back 
of  his  little  Fuskey. 

The 


vS^S  gerktAeman  was  not  long  in 
^  ?  ^  ^^^  ^x.pert  horseman ;  and  the 
»sffisssJ?,       Vuevj^  liis  master's  voioe,  came 

eines  \iW^ 

:  *  ^jj^  ^nd   seemed  proud  of  the  bur- 

tYietv  \^e  catt^^^  vrould  gallop  away  with 
\i\m  at  V\^  wtmost  speed,  sometimes  put- 
ting  poor  AUan,  who  generally  aocompa- 
lüed  bitn,  and  who  had  never  been  much 
of  &  horseman^  to  bis  utmost  shifts  to  keep 
up  with  him.     One  day  that  he  was  going 
on  bis  accustomed  visit  to  the  villa,  hap- 
pening  to  have  outstripped  Allan»  it  occur- 
red  to  him  that  if  bis  dear  little  poney  could 
gallop  so  finely,  perhaps  he  knew  how  to 
leap  also;  looking  about,  therefore,  fbr  some- 
thing  on  which  to  try  his  skill  in  this  art, 
be  beheld  just  before  him  a  cow,  delight- 
fuUy  roUed  up,  and  ruminating  upon  her 
morning's  meal.     This,  to  the  daring  Fre- 
derick, was  exactly  the  object  he  sought, 
wben  putting  the  poor  little  animal  to  his 
utmost  speed,  he  ran  him  against  the  cow ; 
but  either  Fuskey's  legs  were  too  short, 
er  he  had  not  acquired  the  art  of  leapijog, 
VOL.  I.  E  for 
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for  he  failed  in  the  attempt,  and  Coming 
in  füll  contact  with  the  cow,  the  affright- 
ened  animal  starting  up  at  the  same  in- 
stant, threw  both  poney  and  rider  heels 
over  head,  in  which  unlucky  position  they 
presented  themselves,  just  as  Allan  made 
his  appearance. 

Horror-Struck,  the  trembling  old  man 
hastily  made  up  to  the  spot,  when  alight-, 
ing  and  lifting  up  the  fallen  Frederick^  he 
found  him  stunned  so  as  to  be  nearly  in^ 
sensible,  and  the  right  arm  hanging  useless 
beside  him.  Poor  Fuskey,  the  companion 
of  his  master's  disaster,  had  quickly  scramb^ 
led  up,  and  as  quickly  set  offtowards  homi^ 
when  a  boy,  who  had  been  watching  some 
sheep  at  a  little  distance,  seeing  the  stray 
courser,  quickly  caught  him,  and  retumii^ 
with  him  to  Allan,  was  by  him  instantly 
dispatched  to  relate  the  particulars  of  the 
accident,  and  to  request  assistance  toward« 
conveying  the  invalid  home  again. 


CHAP- 


TEAS8  ANS  CABEfl.  75 


CHAPTER  VI. 

G&EATLY  to  the  relief  of  Allan,  when  he 
arrived  at  home  with  the  suffering  boy, 
Instead  of  confronting  his  master  as  he  had 
dreaded,  he  was  immediatel^  dispatched 
to  apprise  Mrs,  Singleton  of  the  melan- 
choly  event,  and  to  request  her  attend- 
ance ;  for  sir  Hugh,  excessively  alarmed, 
after  having  sent  for  the  best  medical  ad- 
vice  which  the  country  afforded,  feit  him- 
self  at  a  loss  how  to  conduct  the  manage- 
ment  of  a  sick  Chamber,  and  began  to 
question  with  himself  what  an  oM  bdche- 
lur  had  to  do  with  the  rearing  of  children? 
Though  I  may  be  thought  to  have  in- 
suiuated  that  sir  Hugh  Singleton  was  an 
old  baehelor,  I  by  no  means  intend  to  say 
that  bewasan  old  man;  the  adjective  in  one 
sepsebearingavery  differentsignification  to 

£  2  what 
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what  it  does  in  the  other.  This  I  need  not 
define,  as  few  of  my  readers  are  so  igno- 
rant  as  not  to  know  at  what  periöd  of  a 
Single  man's  life,  custom  sends  forth  the 
fiat  of  old  bachehr  against  him.  The  age» 
therefore,  of  sir  Hugh  was  not  sufficienüy 
advaoeed  to  prevent  him  from  being  very 
active  in  every  thing  that  related  either  to 
the  comfort  or  convenience  of  his  nephew ; 
and  when  Mrs.  Singleton  arrived,  she 
found  him  supporting  the  poor  little  in- 
yalid  in  his  arms. 

The  surgeon,  who  had  not  spared  his 
horse  on  the  above  occasion,  arrived  a  few 
minutes  after  the  lady,  when,  upon  exa- 
mining  the  patient,  he  pronounced  that 
he  had  a  disloeation  of  the  Shoulder,  and  a 
violent  contusion  of  the  head.  The  sen- 
sitive uncle  feit  thankful  that  it  was  no 
worse^,  and  when  the  sürgeon  took  his 
leave,  with  assurances  that  a  short  time, 
with  proper  treatment  and  attention,  would 
restore  his  beloved  nephew,  he  feit  as  if  a 
xnountain  of  care  had  been  removed  from 

his 
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you  forgive  pbor  Allan  as  sineerely  as  I 

Whether  convinced  by  Mrs,  Singleton's 
rhetoric,  or  bis  own  reflections,  I  must 
leave;  but  sir  Hugh  feit  likewise,  that  it 
was  too  late  to  repair  the  injury  that  had 
been  done  to  Frederick,  and  he  therefore 
spared  Allan  any  additional  vexation  lipon 
the  subject,  by  not  even  hinting  that  he 
suspected  him  of  inattention  to  his  düty. 

The  accident  which  had  so  unfortu- 
nately  befallen  his  little  prot^g^e  had  been 
sujQiciently  serious  in  its  consequenees»  to 
convince  the  baronet  of  the  impropriety 
of  allowing  his  nephew  to  enjoy  that  de- 
gree  of  liberty  which  he  had  hitherto  done; 
for,  althoiigh  he  could  not  absolutely  say, 
that  what  had  occurred  was  in  consequence 
of  the  freedom  he  was  generally  allowed»  ^ 
still  he  thought  that  buoyancy  of  spirit 
which  had  led  him  to  com  mit  so  hold  fui 
enterprise,  might  be  attributed  in  a  great 
measure  to  a  want  of  proper  ccMitrol; 
and  these  reflections  led  him  to  agree  with 

Mrs. 
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^^^etot\,   ^^w^lidi   she  Said,  that  "  as 

^•^tf  ^«Ä  fa^Vkioned,  so  'twould  gtow.** 

^^\\!&^?>^^^^^^''^^^»  therefore,  to  remain 

^^^\tv^^\^^^^B  novr»  was  to  act  against 

VÄ&\Ä\!tiet  '^^Ägment ;  for  it  would  not  only 

be  lesÄVcvg  \um   into  mischief,  as  in  the 

presenl  \mtai\ce,   but  would  also  add  a 

wrong  bm  to  bis  mind,  and  sow   tares 

of  corruption    difBcult  to  be  eradicated. 

To  prevent  this  dreaded  evil  then,  it  was 

at  length  determined  that  he  should  be 

subjected  to    a   few   hours    ccmfinement 

every  day ;  and  in  order  to  do  this  effec- 

tually,  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  send 

him  to  school. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  magnificent 
grounds  of  Myfod  Vale  led  down  to, 
whilst  they  sheltered  with  their  luxurious 
woods,  the  beautiful  village  of  St  Amands. 
Here,  amidst  several  neat  and  elegant 
houses,  whose  dazzling  whiteness  fbrmed 
a  striking  contrast  with  the  rieh  foHage, 
which  in  some  points  formed  a  deep  back- 
ground,  and  in  others  seemed  to  intermix 

E  4  with 
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with  the  buildings  themselves,  stood  one, 
wbich,  by  a  large  board  omamented  whli 
gold  letters,  and  placed  over  the  door, 
announced  it  to  be  an  Acadeniy  fbr  Yoniig 
Gentlemen.  Here  then  sir  Hugh,  who  had» 
frotn  bis  first  residence  in  'thi9  part  of  the 
country,  been  particularly  Struck  with  the 
neatness  and  pieturesqtie  appearance  of 
this  village,  where  notbing  inean  or  dis- 
gusting  in  the  common  walks  of  life  had 
taken  up  tbeir  abode,  meant  tbat  bis  ne- 
phew  should  make  bis  entree,  in  order  to 
acquire  the  ruuimcnts  of  an  educaticm, 
whicfa  he  hoped  to  see  completed  in  a 
style  tbat  would  do  honour  to  iiimself,  and 
credit  to  the  Situation  in  life  which  in  all 
probability  be  was  predestined  to  filL 

Independent  of  that  degree  oi  afiection 
which  sir  Hugh  dierished  for  bis  nephew» 
as  being  the  future  representative  of  the 
Singleton  family,  having  fcwraed  a  resolu- 
ticm  of  never  marrying  himself,  he  expe- 
rienced  a  tender  regard  for  bim  on  bis  own 
acoount ;  and  so  necessary  had  the  young . 

r<^ue. 
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that  oould  offer ;  hete  bis  be^vedi  nephew^ 
night  be  initiated  in  the  elemento  of  edu* 
cation,  wfailst  he  would  undergo  that  spe-  ^ 
des  of  confinement  which  he  now  foand  so 
necessary ;  here  he  oould  also  see  him  eveiy 
day,  if  requisite,  and  be  an  eye-witness  ot 
bis  improvement ;  and  here,  as  soon  as  he 
was  perfectly  recovered  from  tbe  effects  of 
his  fall,  did  sir  Hugh  immediately  send 
him. 

Novelty,  which  is  ssdd  to  possess  charms 
suiBdent  to  fascinate  alike  every  fancy^ 
now  held  out  a  tempting  Iure  to  the 
young  mind  of  Frederidc,  which  induced 
him  to  listen  with  pleasure  to  her  syr^n 
voiee,  when  she  urged  him  to  agree  to  the . 
proposed  plan.     Ignorant  alike  of  school 
discipline,  and  the  entire  change  he  must» 
per  Force,  experience  in  quitting  his  home^ . 
he  thought  only  of  assodating  with  beings 
light  and  airy  as  himself,  with  whmn  be ; 
might  frolic  at  his  ease,  and  experience  the 
delight  of  learning  how  to  play  at  trap-baH, 
peg->top,  and  an  hundred  other  games  so  • 

diverting 


^^^tf  scxr^d  exl:Äilarating  to  the  mind  < 

r£Y^^  tftoiming  at;    l«iigth  arrived,  jocun 

Y^^^^^yovi.'ng  dreaTO,"in  wliich  Frederic 

^a»toV>e  conveyed.  to  tbe  seminary^  am 

Allan  l^^Ä  x^ceived  orders  to  be  in  attend 

ance  ear\y  witli    tli«  carriage  for  that  pui 

pose;  b\it  wVien  tlie  vehicle  arrived  at  th 

door,  the  i\ew  pvi^pil  of  Mr.  Bonus  was  no 

to  be  fo\xT\d»     Alarmed,  sir  Hiigh  began  t 

fear  tbat   disliUe    tio   going  to  school  wa 

the  cause  of  bis  atosenoe ;  he  therefore  dis 

patched    servants    immediately  in  pursui 

of  bitn,  half  resolving  in  liis  own  mind 

that  if  it  Avere   indeed  the  ease,  he  woulc 

üot  proceed,  even  tbough  matters  had  gon< 

so  fer  betvreen  tViem.    The  little  runaway 

Y^^^^ever,.had  no  intention  of  giving  them 

tbe  A^P»  »^^*  replied  to  the  questions  pul 

to  bVtü  OTi  bis  retum — «  that  he  had  only 

vjeen  tobid  farewell  to  his  garden,  and  his 

f  voutvte  trees  m  the  park,  and  kiss  dear 

^^^^ey^fo^**^^^^^™-"    Thismarkol 
^^athetic  afifection  eould  not  but  delight 

E  6  sir 


\ 
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sir  Hugh»  who  possessed  a  heart  sa  opeir 
to  the  melting  sympathies  of  nature,  and 
who  aug^red  much  in  &¥our  of  a  mind 
upon  which  local  objecto  could  make  auch 
an  ioipression^  at  so  early  a  period  of  his< 
existenoe;  9nd  whilst  his^  eye  glistened 
with  an  innate  satisfaction.  Ins  heart  throb- 
bed  with  an  mlditipnal  glow  of  taidemess^ 
towards  the  object  of  his  love, 

A  Short  drive  soon  brought  the  party  to 
St.  Amands,  where  the  master  of  die 
'^  acadernyi**  who  thought  himself  honoured 
in  the  instruction  of  a  pupil  of  such  dis-- 
tinction»  stood  teatiy  to  receiye  hmi ;  and 
having  introduced  Frederick  to  his^future 
associates,  he  conducted  the  baronet  to  his 
private  study,  in  order  to  settle  prelimi- 
naries  in  regard  to  tuition,.  &c.:  While 
here,  the  baronet  could  not  help  inserting 
a  clause  in  the  agreement  respecting  undue 
severity^  which  he  hoped  Mr.  Bonus 
wonldiiot  put into  effect,  even  if  he should 
find  it  necessary,  in  regard  to  his  pupil ; 

but 


bat  wVich»  the.  partial     i;tncle  added,  **  h 
tnisted  would  not  l>e  -the  oase." 

Notliing  isemained      th^n    for  the  neu 

pupil^  but  to  take  an.    af¥^^tionate  kave  ol 

bis  uncle»  and  a  scaroe    less   tender  one  oi 

AUan,  wbo,  whilst    sl    te^Li:    rnoistened  his 

cieek,  promised  to  v^ater    the  garden»  and 

takegreat  cace  of  Fus^^^j^y»  ^^^  he  bounded 

off  to  join  bis  yautlifVal  playmates,  happy. 

iu  (he  prospect  which     f^resented  kself  to 

\m  delighted  knagination  • 

Mr.  Bartlett  Bonuis,     the  master  of  the 


secmnary  to  whicU      I^red^rick  Singleton 
hadthus  been  conv^ey^^^  was  in  the  main. 
a-  conscientious   an.<i      a      good   man.     His 
leaniing,,perhaps,  haÄ  it  heen  measured  by. 
tlie  rule&of  Aristotle^  -roight  not  havebeen 
found  so  deeg  as  that   of  the  ancient  phi, 
losopher,  yet  it  ivas  l>y  no  meansan  articie 
io  wliich  he  was    tlxovight  defieient.     He 
^epresented  himself  as.  capable  of  teaching 
^i^eUtin   tong\xe,   and   could  also  dabble 
^fltfiei-udin^^^ts  of  Gtreek,  which,  with  his 
n^tive  jEnglisb,    and    a  competent  know- 

ledge 
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ledge  of  figureSy  constituted  the  sum-totaT 
of  his  acquirements.  The  living  languages» 
wben  Bartlett  Bonus  was  a  boy,  had 
iiot  been  so  much  cultivated  as  they  are  in. 
the  present  day,  when  to  be  detected  in 
not  understanding  French,  Italian^  and 
Crerman,  makes  a  man  shrink  within  him- 
seif,  and  feel  as  if  he  knew  nothing;  he^ 
on  his  part,.  therefore,  had  been  content  to- 
acquire  what  he  did,  which,  with  sound 
prineiples  of  honour  and  integrity,  consti- 
tnted  hin),  as  he  thought,  and  as  his  fa- 
ther,  the  Rev.  David  Bonus,  thought  also,, 
a  very  proper  instructor  for  youth. 

The  aforesaid  Rev.  David  Bonus  was 
the  pastor  of  a  small  benefice  in  the  parish 

of in  North  Wales,  where  he  rearedi 

his  numerous  family  in  all  the  simplicity 
that  reigned  around  him;  and  although. 
possessing  in  himself  all  the  characteristic  - 
mildness  that  marks  the  Welsh,  he  was 
yet  firm  in  supporting  every  cause,  which 
came  within  his  cognizance,  that  had  righf 
for  its  basis,  and  none  more  tlian  the  par- 

ticular 


^lar  teP^**  ^  ^^  religiork  .         Educated  i 

tbeoldCHi»"'**"^^"^*^"**   establiahmeni 

bßbid  beeil  ever  tau^hl:     tro   hold  ftst  hi 

orthodox  opinioJ's;  and.  ir»    defiance  of  th( 

modern  do<5*""®  °^  ***®  »»^'«^   ^s^Morwha 

18  ctifted  evangelical  princslples,  had  thej 

wer  buTSt  tipo"  ^^   ®*^    *<=>   coxifound  anc 

puzilehis  «nderetanaing,   "he  would  havc 

girdedon  tbe  armour  o£*    t^ruth  fumished 

by  sacred  writ,  and  by  tliat;  rxieans  resisted 

their  seductWe  lai^guage-        IBut  secluded  in 

wen"  no  JucV^  diacoxxTses  ever  reached  the 
hearing  of  tbe  vrortby  i>astor;  they  were 

«>n,v,Vvo,  traV^^  *^^  ^^ .  *^^  TT-^  ?""'^* 
P\e.  «>  vxmforl*^^  praet^sed  by  his  father. 

WÖL  \\.  d\f&c^^^  ^o  ^™^*  '^^  rationahty 

0?  l\ve  x,<^^J»^^^  opinions  which  were 

evevv  ÖLÄv  \>Toaclaed,  and  which  even  tended 

toset  t\4cWvxrc\Aagauistiteelf    ^/Fritof 

to\evatVoubaa.indeed  goneabj^d,  allow- 

W  evety  sect  to  umte  their  ^orts  in  aid 

of  Mbat  tViey  deemed  the  good  cause,  yet 

I  fear 


i 
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I  fear  (for  who  is  perfect?)  that  thereex^ 
isted  a  great  lade  of  charity  in  regard  ta- 
this  artide  in  Mr.  BarÜett  Bonus,  arisini^ 
eitfaer  from  the  natural    oompositiim  o£ 
tke  man^his  hringing  up^or  ftom  drcum- 
stancea  of  a.  distressing  nature  whicfa  had 
fallen  more  immediately  nnder  bis  owU' 
Observation.    Abhorring  therefore  all  sects 
and  all  persuaaions^  that  tended,  in  bis  own^ 
Blind,  towards  undermining  tbat  mode 
of  religious  wossbip  wbidi  bad  been  esta^ 
blisbed  in.  tbe  kingdom,  equally  for  tbe- 
benefit  of  tbose   wbo  foUow  it  and  the- 
welfare  of  the  State,  Mr.  Bonus  feit  proud 
lipon  all  occasions,  when  called  upon,  to^ 
avow  himself  a  member  of  tlie  Established 
Giurch. 

Indulging  these  prindples  in  tfaeir  fulU 
est  extent,  almost  the  first  question  put  by 
Mr.  Bonus  upon  the  arrival  of  any  new 
pupil  was,  to  ihquire  if  they  were  dissen- 
ters  from  the  church?  and  although  be 
was  even  arbitrary  in  r^ard  to  bis  own- 
opinions^  yet  he  hated  controversy  on  the- 

subj  ^ct, , 
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Sühject,  and  oould  not  endure  to  enter  into 

anargumenton  aquestion,  where,  although 

he  possessed  the  will,  he  might  want  tlie 

power  to  convince.     Tbinking  thus,  he 

avoidedy  as  much  as  possible,  the  associating 

witfa  people  who  thought  difierently  with 

himself ;  and  by  refusing  to  admit  any 

und^  his    roof  who  did  not  profess  the 

same  creed  ^witb  bimself,  he  not  only  steered 

dear  of  all  argtiments  upon  a  topic  he  had 

no  relish    to   discuss,  bat  avoided  taunts 

and  bickeringp,  which  were  sometimes  apt 

to  arise  upon   similar  ocoask)ns  amongst 

those  connmitted  to  his  charge. 

These  precautions,  which  some  may 
deem  unnecessary,  might  not  have  been 
so  fuUy  put  in  force,  had  not  an  incident 
occurred  in  the  village,  which,  whilst  it 
strengthened  and  confirmed  bim  in  opi- 
nions  so  rigidly  adhered  to,  shewed  the 
folly  of  foUowing  those  who,  borrowing 
the  cloak  of  religion  for  sinister  purposes, 
care  not  to  what  lengths  their  imprudent 
and  frantic  zeal  may  hurry  them. 

CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


The  beautiful  yUlage  of  St  Amands  was 
one  of  those  delightful  spots  which  appear 
to  spring  up  as  if  by  enchantment ;  and 
from  tbe  oorresponding  uniformity  of  the 
whole,  a  spectator,  witbout  any  violent 
Stretch  of  fancy,  migbt  be  led  to  imagine 
tbat  tbe  wand  of  some  powerful  magidan 
had  embodied  every  edifice. 

Situated  at  tbe  foot  of  a  mountain 
wbose  fir-clad  summit  sheltered  it  from 
tbe  Piercing  efiects  of  tbe  nortb,  this  de- 
licious  little  village  opened  on  one  side  to 
mingle  witb  tbe  woods  of  Myfod  Vale^ 
wbilst  on  tbe  otber  it  admitted  a  winding 
road,  wbicb  led  from  a  small  market-town 
about  two  miles  distant  Here  tbe  re* 
ligiously-disposed  inbabitants  of  St.  A. 
mands  went  every  Sabbatb  to  worsbip  tbeir 

Creator, 
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Creator,  the  length  of  the  way  being  held 
as  nothing  in  the  estimation  of  a  Weish 
kmily,  who,  accustomed  to  scramble  over 
their  hills  and  mountains,  either  on  foot 
or  on  the  backs  of  their  diminutive  pcMieys, 
never  seemed  to  feel  the  I068  of  a  public 
edifice  for  that  purpose  in  their  own  viU 
läge. 

A  Short  time,  however,  after  the  esta« 
blishment  of  Frederick  at  the  academy  of 
the  good  Mr.  Bcmius,  an  itinerant  Metho- 
dist preacher,  who,  without  doubt,  feit 
more  ooncem  for  their  spiritual  welfare 
tfaan  the  good  people  themselves,  and 
willing,  according  to  bis  protestations,  to 
conduct  them  the  nearest  road  to  heaven, 
undertook  to  teach  them  their  duty  at 
home.  For  this  purpose  then  this  soul- 
saving  gentleman  engaged  what  had  once 
been  a  barber's  shop,  and  Converting  it 
into  a  conventicle,  he  duly  held  forth  in 
ity  tbree  times  a-week,  to  such  as  thought 
proper  to  attend  bim.  At  first  bis  bearers* 
were  bat  few,  and  it  was  not  until  bis 

Jargon 
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Jargon  strack  upon  the  ears  of  some  of 
these  unsophisticated  people,  who  perhaps 
thought  it  the  more  wonderful  for  being 
the  less  understood,  that  his  foUowers  and 
his  fame  increased. 

If  there  was  one  sect  of  those  denomU 
nated  dissenters  from  the  established 
church  whieh  Mr.  Bonus  disliked  more 
than  another,  it  was  that  styled  Metho- 
dist ;  and  to  have  them  now  fulminating* 
their  pernicious  doctrines  ander  his  very  ^ 
nose,  annoyed  him  excessively,  and  moie 
particulariy  sö  as  he  feared,  and  veij 
justly,  their  influence  upon  many  of  his- 
unlettered  neighbours,  who  might,  he 
thought.  be  drawn  in  to  suffer.  both  in. 
mind  and  poeket,  by  such  a  misguidedr 
set.  who  had  wiles  and  stratagems  at 
will  to  effeet  their  artful  purposes ;  but;  as- 
I  Said  before,  the  good  man  disliked  re* 
ligious  controversies,  and  therefore  deter^ 
mined  for  the  present  to  remain  neuteiv 
ind  suffer  things  to  take  theh*  course. 

Not  long,  however,  had  this  sublime- 

preacher 
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^nreacher  ootitinued  to  hdd  forth,  and  the 
people  to  hearken  to  him,  wben  oiie 
moming  a  poor  woman,  whose  husband 
rented  a  small  fann  oa  the  outskirts  of 
the  viUage,  called  on  Mr.  B^mus»  wbo 
was  regarded  upon  all  oocadons,  whether 
of  disputes  or  calamities  among  them,  as 
the  orade  of  the  place,  to  ask  bis  adviee. 
Her  daugbter,  she  said,  wbo  used  to  be 
HS  happy  and  lively  as  any  one  in  tbe 
village,  did  nothing  now  but  go  moping 
about  by  berself  all  tbe  day  long,  and  be- 
faave  as  if  her  head  was  tumed ;  and  tbough 
she  had  asked  ghostly  adviee  of  their  spi« 
ritual  teacher,  Mr.  Cramptext,  wbo  bad 
never  failed  to  give  it,  still  she  bad  eveiy 
day  grown  worse  instead  of  better;  **  and I 
fear,  sir,"  added  she,  **  tbat  unless  you 
will  be  so  kind  as  to  teil  us  what  to  do 
for  poor  Mary,  she  will  lose  her  wits  in* 
deed." 

"  Mr.  Cramptext,  did  you  say  ?*•  reite- 
rated  Mr.  Bonus ;  '*  and  bas  your  daugb- 
ter  then,  mistaken  woman,  been  suffered 

to 
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to  be  a  firequent  hearer  of  Mr.  Cramp- 
text?** 

^  Yes,  sure,  sir;  what  could  her  father» 
as  wdl  as  mysdf,  do  better  than  to  send 
our  children  to  hear  the  gospel  preacbedy 
and  have  them  instructed  how  to  save 
their  poor  sinful  souls  ?  bat  I  don't  know 
how  it  is,  ever  since  she  went  to  the  last 
Iwe-feasU  she  seems  as  if  she  had  been 
moon-struck,  and  had  something  very 
particular  on  her  mind'' 

'^  And  cannot  you  prevail  upon  her  to 
disciose  what  it  is  that  troubles  her  ?**  he 
considerately  inquired. 

^  Alas !  no^  sir !  all  she  say s  is,  that  she 
^  become  very  wieked,  that  she  has  dmie 
something  wrong,  and  that  she  is  a  poor 
lost  creature ;  so  that,  unless  you,  sir,  can 
persuade  her  to  hear  reason,  my  mind 
mis^ves  me  that  she  will  be  lost  indeed.^ 

"  Well,  my  good  woman,  I  will  cer* 
tainly  see  your  daughter,"  replied  Mr. 
Bonus,  in  answer  to  her  entreaties,  **  bat  I 
fear  I  can  give  you  but  little  oomfort«--* 

Poor 
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Poor  infatuated  people!''  ejaculated  he, 
as  the  woman  took  her  leave,  in  order  to 
retum  home,  ^  how  are  you  entangied  in 
the  briars  and  brambles  of  superstition, 
while  you  shun  the  beaten  path  which 
lies  open  to  the  gospel  before  you  !*• 

Although  hating  to  interfere  in  any 
thing  which  related  to  Cramptext,  for  he 
knew  it  was  such  as 

**  Ue  who  pierces  deep  the  tortur*d  breast» 
And  stirs  the  terrore  never  inure  to  re&t, 

he  had  yet  too  rauch  of  the  milk  of  hu- 
man kindness  in  his  composition  to  remain 
neuter  in  a  case  like  the  present,  where 
he  saw  the  shocking  efFects  which  this 
fellow's  wild  and  extravagant  precepts 
were  likely  to  produce  upon  the  mind  of 
this  innocent  girl ;  and  where  the  mother, 
if  he  raight  judge  by  her  sanctified  appear- 
ance,  and  the  religious  Jargon  which  she 
had  adopted,  was  speedily  travelling  the 
same  road :  in  order,  therefore,  to  preserve 
these  deluded  people  irom  further  taint,  lie 

lost 
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no  time  in  making  them  the  ptomised 
.Visit 

Qn  his  approaching  their  dwellin^  a 
small  solitary  building,  neariy  surrounded 
by  deeply-embowering  trees,  a  aolemn 
stillness  reigned  around,  save,  as  he  croes- 
ed  a  little  garden-plat  stuck  fuU  of  flowers 
before  the  door»  a  plaintive  female  vcioe, 
chanting  a  Methodistical  hymn,  Struck 
on  his  ear.  It  was  poor  Mary's,  who^  oa 
opening  the  door,  he  beheld  sitting  alone» 
pale  as  a  statue,  her  hair  in  disorder,  her 
hands  dasped  together,  and  the  acuteat 
misery  depicted  in  her  sunken  cheek. 
Upon  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Bonus,  she 
startedy  and  for  a  moment  regarded  him ; 
but  so  deep  was  the  distress  under  which 
she  laboured,  that  she  had  not  courage  to 
make  an  effort  in  order  to  hide  it ;  and 
again  her  head  sunk  on  her  bosom,  whUe 
her  eyes  became  fixed,  and  refusing,  as  it 
were,  to  regard  all  outward  objects,  she 
became  whc^y  absorbed  by  something 
which  engrossed  her  within. 

Struc 
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unless  he  himself  should  grant  her  per- 
mission. 

After  patiently  attending  to  this  poor 
girl  for  some  time,  Mr.  Bonus  at  length 
discovered  that  she,  in  concert  with  seve- 
ral  others,  had  been  led  to  attend  what 
they  called  a  hve-feast^  where  the  initiat- 
ed  of  Cramptexf  8  followers  were  enjoined 
to  wateh  during  the  night  in  the  cx)nven- 
tide,  and  where,  amongst  otber  absurd 
ceremonies  instituted  by  the  sect  (^  which 
Cramptext  professed  to  be  a  preacher,  was 
that  of  publidy  confessing  their  sins, 
upon  penalty  of  the  severest  anathema 
their  preachers  could  thunder  forth  against 
them.  Tbis  was  a  part  ctf*  their  doctrine 
with  which  Mary  Waters  was  hitherto 
unacquainted,  and  having,  perhaps,  no 
very  flagrant  crimes  with  which  to  accuse 
herseif,  she  feit  at  a  loss  how  to  answer 
when  it  came  to  her  tum  to  be  called 
upon,  and  by  remaining  silent,  seemed  to 
give  a  tacit  refusal  to  the  eomplying  with 
the  injunction. 

r  2  To 
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To  have  any  of  bis  fundamental  rules 
disputed,  though  only  in  appearanoe,  and 
that  too  by  a  puny  girl,  enraged  the  dog- 
matical  preacber  beyond  enduranoe;  and 
Casting  up  bis  eyes,  and  elevating  bis 
bands  towards  tbat  beaven  wbicb  bis  fii- 
natical  discourse  continually  blasphemed, 
he  pröceeded  to  pronounce  judgment  upon 
tbe  innocent  offender,  by  denoundtig  ber 
as  a  ereature  lost  to  every  means  of  salva- 
tion  tbrough  ber  disobedience,  and  doöm- 
ed  to  tbe  pains  and  penalties  of  everlast- 
ing  misery. 

Terrified  at  so  dreadful  a  denundation» 
tbus  publidy  burled  against  ber,  poor 
Mary  shrunk  witb  horrcr,  wbile  she  re^ 
garded  herseif  as  one  driven  out  from  the 
Society  of  tbe  good  in  this  world ;  for  wfao^ 
she  questioned«  would  countenance  any 
tbing  so  wicked  as  she  was  pronounced  to 
be,  and  dq)riyed  of  all  bappiness  in  that 
to  come  ?  and  since  that  terriUe  night, 
her  h^d  bad  drooped  in  despondency, 

peace 


I'EABS  AND  CA&tiS.  101 

^eace  had  fied  her  pillow,  and  melancholjr 
marked  her  for  her  own. 

Cramptext,  who  loved  to  torture  the 
victim  now  oompletely  in  his  power,  some- 
times  attempted  to  sooth  her  with  his 
whining  cant,  whieh  only  served  to  bewil- 
der, like  an  opiate,  which,  whilst  it  be- 
numbs  the  faculties  of  the  wretched  padent, 
never  fails  to  engender  frenzied  visions  in 
the  brain ;  and  at  others  he  pretended  to 
alann  her  with  his  violent  aocusations, 
and  threatenings  of  oonoomitant  punish- 
ment,  tili  reason  tottered  on  her  throne ; 
and  had  not  Mr.  Bonus  at  this  period 
kindly  stepped  in  to  her  relief,  she  would, 
to  use  her  own  phrase,  have  been  a  lost 
creatiire  indeed. 

By  the  mild  persuasions  and  convincing 
arguments,  however,  of  this  benevolent 
man,  poor  Mary  Waters  was  enabled,  in 
a  Short  time,  to  discover,  tbrough  the  me- 
kncholy  mist  that  enveloped  her,  the  per- 
nidous  and  dangerous  tenets  in  whieh  she 

F  3  had 
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had  indulged ;  and  M  she  regained  a  poN 
tion  of  her  former  tranquillity,  Mr.  Bonus 
prevailed  on  her  to  renew  her  former  pro- 
xnise  of  abstainir^,  not  onty  from  his 
meeting,  but  of  abjuring  ahogether  the 
heterogeneous  nonsense  which  he  had  in- 
stilled  into  her  mind,  and  give  him  up 
for  ever. 

Here  then  was  a  subject  of  exoltation 
for  Mr.  Bmius;  he  had  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing  one  stray  sheep  back  to  the  fold; 
'*  and  why,"  he  questioned,  as  he  plumed 
himself  upon  the  circumstance,  ^  why 
may  I  not  succeed  in  convincing  others 
also  of  their  errors»  as  well  as  Mary  Waters? 
and  if  I  only  save  another  of  these  de- 
luded  people,  my  recompence  will  be  suf-, 
ficient  for  the  troiible  it  may  cost  me.** 

Thus»  in  the  warmth  of  his  zeal,  argued 
the  good  man»  forgetting  his  former  reso-> 
lution  of  remaining  neuter  in  this  busi- 
ness,  while  he  resolved  from  henceforth 
to  take  up  arms^»  offensive  and  defensive» 

against 
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against  Cramptext  and  his  tatellites,  tili 
1^  should  be  aU^  if  possible^  to  expel 
them  the  village. 

Hostilities  from  this  moment  oam^ 
menoed  between  thcwe  of  the  inhabitants 
who  were  for,  and  those  of  the  inhabitanta 
who  were  against,  the  Methodists.  Seve- 
ral  covert  acts  of  disturbanoe  on  the  part 
of  the  latter,  duiing  their  hours  of  hold- 
ing  forth,  were  winked  at  by  Mr.  Bonus, 
whilst  those  of  his  party,  observing  him 
80  passive^  gi^w  more  daring  in  their  at* 
tacks,  and  went  even  so  far  as  to  create 
serious  caused  of  comphint  against  them, 
when  a  drcumstance  happened  which  de- 
molished  the  tottering  barriers  which  cau- 
tion  had  set  up,  and  hurried  many  of  the 
oppoung  party  to  acts  of  open  and  unre- 
strained  violence. 

Mary  Waters,  although  she  had  been 
particularly  careful  not  to  violate  the  pro- 
mise  she  had  given  to  abandon  Cramp* 
text  hersel^  had  not  been  able  to  prevail 
upon  her  parents  to  foUow  her  example ; 

F  4  f  or 
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fbr  so  liigoted  wefe  they  in  the  fe^our  of 
one  who  could  send  them  to  beaven  at  his 
pleasure,  that  nothing  but  the  deptorable 
State  in  which  they  beheld  their  daughter, 
and  the  kind  of  necessity  tliey  feit  for 
complying  with  the  advice  ^ven  by  Mr. 
Bonus,  could  have  indüoed  them  to  let 
her  so  far  foUow  her  own  inclinationSr 
They  therefore  ccmtinued  to  attend«.  to 
wonder  at,  and  to  applaud  the  lertful 
preacher»  as  usual. 

Not  long»  however»  were  tMngs^  des^ 
tined  to  oontanue  in  this  way.  Farlner 
Waters»  who,  on  mopt  ocoasions  wb^;^ 
courage  was  necessary»  possessed  nertes 
of  Steel,  and  a  heart  of  ddatnadt»  yet,  st 
the  soul-appalling  doctrines  hdd  fbrth  by 
Cramptext,  he  feit  bis  heart  sink  withiii 
hin),  whilst  he  acknowledged  himaelf  a 
very  coward.  Doubts,  terrors>  and  UDCer- 
tainties,  by  degrees  shook  bis  frame»  attd 
bewildered  bis  Imagination,  ttU  feeling  tOD 
tnuch  asbamed  to  confess  die  tremors  ht 
laboured  under,  or  too  proud  to  acknow^ 

ledge 


Waters.  so  latelJ^^     «^*''!     LrV-* ''^^'^ 
dustry  and  cont^^^!!    ^^^  !?!!j  sotrövnt»«^ 

^"!f  '    and    ^  ^t^jTaitVv.  ^«'  '^' 
and  tbe  wo^  ^  0-  ^   ^^'"'^    ,Ad  ^''»*'^^ 
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honest  and  üseful  member  of  sodetjr»  « 
good  parent»  a  worthy  mastw,  and  an  a£- 
fectionate  neighbour,  reduced  to  so  de- 
plorable  a  Situation,  withont  feeling  the 
sincerest  compassion,  while  he  was.  led  to 
execrate  the  author  of  his  suilkings  ?  No 
one.  A  general  sentiment  of  dislike  and 
horror  towards  Cramptext  now  pervaded 
every  bosom,  and  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  throughout  the  village,  that  the 
next  time  this  agent  of  mischief  should 
mount  the  rostrum,  he  should  receive  a 
salute  that  would  render  it  his  last, 
unless  he  possessed  a  greater  share  of 
perseverance  than  they  gave  him  credit 
for. 

"  By  jingo  }^  exdaimed  a  young  man, 
who  had  long  been  an  admirer  of  the  un- 
fortunate  Mary,  "  if  the  parson  wont  de- 
camp  quietly,  he  shall  ride  the  wooden 
horse  to  help  him  on  his  joumey ;  I  have 
a  tight  little  crab-stock  here,"  brandishing 
a  huge  cudgel  which  he  held  in  his  band, 
^  that  will  do  neatly  for   the  purpo^,' 

and. 
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and^  by  the  lord  Harry  !  he  skall  be  made 
to  mount  it*^ 

**  And  I,''  rejdied  another,  **  have  a  stock 
of  ehoioe  eggs,  ef  which  the  dearly  beloved 
shall  certaiiAy  have  a  sample  before  he 
takes  bis  farewell  of  us." 

•^  Ay,  ay  T  re-echoed  a  third,  "  we 
will  take  care  to  put  something  in  his 
plate,  so  that  he  shall  not  go  empty  away^ 
I  Warrant  him." 

Thus  the  spirit  of  revenge  had  gone 

abroad,  and  eaeh  resolved,  in  his  own  way,. 

to  annoy    the  hypocrite,    who,  it    was 

Bow  discovered»  had,  besides  having  terri- 

fied  poor  Waters  out  of  his  senses,  and 

gone  nigh  to  deprive  his  daughter  of  hers^ 

preyed  upon  and  cajolled  many  people 

out  of  (jjffcrent  sums  of  money,  besides 

qt/ar^e^.        himself  upon  one  or  other  of 

^  ^^i))pje    parishioners,   every  time  he 

,    ^  ^ri  Qf   ^ixiandS)  for  bed  and  board ; 

^  oucJi    times  the   adorable  Mr. 

#  Jii       4-  rrttist  have  some  little  delicacy 

{y^tex  ^Y^^  same,  by  way  of  even- 
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ing  regate  after  the  fiitiguet  of  the  d&y ;  ao 
that  the  consumption  of  fowls  and  baoon 
became  uausually  great;,  and  blit  few  re- 
toained  for  the  göod  wives  to  talce  to 
niaricet  as  formerly.  This  at  lan^gtll  h^ 
came  an  injury,  ^t  by  the  husbands  in 
many  famiiies,  whidi  cried  aloud  for  re- 
dress;  and  though  a  burthen  brougfat  upon 
thaaiselvefi^  as  almost  every  one  fdt  him* 
seif  aggrieved  more  or  less»  all  weie 
t^ually  eager  to  shake  it  oS^  and  prepared 
themadves  for  redstance  accordin^ly. 

When  Cramptext  again  made  his  ap* 
pearanoe  at  the  viUage,  upon  entering  the 
conventide,  he  was  highly  flattered  by  ob- 
serving  a  more  numerous  assembly  to 
greet  him  than  usual ;  and  attributing  the 
circumstance  to  the  irresistible  fbrce  of  his 
eloquence,  he  began  to  hold  fbrth  with  all 
his  energy,  regardless  of  the  winks,  titter- 
ings,  and  even  murmurings,  whidi  were 
passing  around  him. 

*^  Brethren,  ye  mxxst  believe!"  exdaimed 
the  exulting  preacher,  extending  his  right 

arm 


E  «all  jr-eu  tka».^i,no 
Citrj^-Bt.    thaa  long  Geoige 

they  belieTeia  thejrab 
tonent^  my  hntimti,  je  ,^ 
tfae  1>ondagB  of  an,  jjj^ 
e^  I  ttsic  P  Why«pi,jeor 
Äaai  find  ima^tn^, 
II  be  STvept  mty  hf  the 
nKition,   unlat  ye  iU  be 

,  ?  "  criea  one  of  the  hoslüe 
ith  jrour  leave,  good  Jl, 
la  yovi  arc,  we  will  fl^t  ^^ 
it  ;"  -when  a  rignal  w,»  im. 
1  to  conamence  the  attack, 
aeezir>S>  Wowing  of  noies, 
»nnoyanoe  of  thi«  eladda- 
1»  -wlio,  although  »omewhat 
h  a  reception,  was  by  no 
iBShe^  bf  the  «nguhr  in- 
raisin^  hi»  Toioe  a  note  or 
two 
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two  higher  upon  the  oocasion,  he  again 
continued — **  Some  among  you  there  may 
be»  who  unfortunately  want  anderstanding 
to  appreciate  what  I  say,  and  are  thereby 
rendered  unable  to  find  out  the  right  path 
whidi  leada  to  salvation ;  but  they  are  to 
be  pitied^  yea,  much  to  be  pitied,  brethren,, 
for  it  is  all  owing  to  the  want  of  cultiva- 
tion ;  for  if  the  senses  sie  not  cultivated» 
how  is  it  possible  that  the  people  can  hav^ 
understanding  ?'' 

"  We  have  understanding  enougby**^ 
murmured  Mary  Watson's  adniirer,  "  to 
prevent  us  firomhearkening much  longer  to 
your  nonsense."  What  was  at  first  only 
simple  sneezing  and  coughing,  now  beeame 
groans  and  hisses  among  the  majority  of 
the  Community. 

"  Shame,  sl^me !"  cried  a  demure-look- 
ing  man^  in  sometbing  like  a  clerical  habit, 
one  of  the  righteous  fratemity,  who  ap* 
peared  to  be  a  dealer  in  meekness — **  is 
the  eyil  one  come  amongst  you  to  tempt 
^pu  to  act.  wickedly  ?    Have  yoU  no  re- 

verence 
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verence  for  a  godly  teacher  who  is  praying 
ihat  y ou  may  all  be  sared  ?" 

Here  the  tiimult  becoming  too  violent 

to  pass  unheeded  by  Cramptext^  and  will« 

ing  to  try  what  effect  a  oonciliatory  address 

would  bave,  he  again  began — **  Brethren 

and   frieodsy  I  come  among  you  as    St 

Faul  did  among  the  Maoedonians  ;  but  as 

Alexander  the  coppersmith  did  to  hira,  so 

you  seem  disposed  to  do  to  me.    Yes»  I 

Said   Alexander  tlie  coppersmith^  for  I 

would  not  have  you  believe  that  I  meant 

that  Alexander  ealled  the  Great — no,  he 

was   a  blood-thirsty  man,  delighting  in 

battles,  and  the  death  of  those  he  ealled  his 

enemies,  seeking  power  instead  of  study- 

ing  humility.    Humility  is  a  beautiful  at- 

tribute^  and  I^  brethren,  profess.  myself  to 

be  humble— humble  even  to— — •"    Here 

the  mouth  of  the  preacher  was  unfortu- 

nately  stopped  by  a  copious  stream  darting 

füll  in  bis  &ee  from  a  wellrdirected  syringe; 

when  highly  irritated  by  such  an  unex- 

pected  attacl^   and  shaking  his  ears,  ia 

Order 
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Order  to  idispel  the  Streaming  fiiiid  froni' 
his  inundated  ^sage^  he  loudly  vociferated' 
— "  Oh !  ye  löst  and  misguided  sinners,  ye 
know  not  what  ye  are  döing ;  the  oocka^ 
trioe's  eggs,  which  ye  are  hatching,  will 
(are  you  aware  of  it  ?)^  sting  you  to  death.** 
Here  a  loud  laugh  at  the  quaintness  of  his- 
expression  wound  him  up  to  the  highest 
pitcb  of  anger,  and  he  shouted  in  their^ 
ears — "  Oh  yevipen!  yesarpents!  how 
shall  y e  escape  the  d— a — n  of  h — ^U  ?" 

All  now  became  anarchy  and  confusion ; . 
the  barriers  of  decorum  had  been  troddeni 
down ;  outrage  fbllowed  outrage,  and  in- 
sult  succeeded  insult,  when  sorae  of  the 
most  staunch  of  his  foUowersrallied  round: 
Cramptext,  with  the  intention  of  protect- 
ing  him  from  the  attacks  of  the  now-infu- 
riät'ed  people,  who,  rendered  desperate  by. 
his  threatenings  and  offensive  language,. 
seemed  disposed  to  show  the  mischief« 
maker  no  mercy,    but  by  pelting  and 
otherwise  mauling  him  with  every  offen- 
sive  weapon  in    their   power   to  dnve 

him. 
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him  from  the  village^    never    more  to 
return. 

No  person,  however  imtated  or  in- 
ignsed  against  iheir  bitterest  enemy,  oould 
wish  him  in  a  moore  forlom  or  destitute 
Situation  than  that  in  which  the  astonished 
Ciainptext  now  found  himself,  who,  upon 
descending  fiom  the  elevation  where  he 
liad  been  holdüig  forth,  litenlly  believed 
it  necessary  to  fly  firom  his  detennined 
purduers,  in  order  to  aecure  his  üfe !  In 
this  »ttradpt  howefer  he  was  unsucoessfuL 
Every  avenoe  throughout  tbe  yiliage»  by 
which  he  might  have  eacaped,  was  now 
dosed  against  him;  and  eveiy  wmy  he 
tnmed  presented  en^aiies  armed  with  hos- 
tile  weapone  to  his  view.  Here,  in  order 
to  bar  his  retn&at,  «tood  one  with  a  basket 
of  addled  eggs^-there,  another  with  bucki 
dts  fuU  of  muddy  water  ready  to  salute 
lum — some  richly  bespattered  him  with 
mire,  whilst  others  stood  ready  to  hoist 
him  across  a  long  pole,  which  tfaey  deno« 
minated  riding  the  wooden  horse;  in  short» 

the 
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the  unlucky  wretch  was  so  loaded  and 
disfigured  by  the  different  accumulations 
with  which  he  had  been  greeted,  that  he 
seemed  totally  changed  from  the  figuie 
which  he  exhibited  but  an  hour  befiir& 
Exhausted  at  length  by  the  many  eflK>rt8 
he  had  made  tp  escape,  he  was  scareely 
able  to  crawl,  when  luckily,  on  turning  a» 
angle,  he  perceived  the  door  of  a  smaQ 
cottage  invitingly  open;  through  this  he 
rushed  sans  cdrdmonie,  and  mstanüy  se» 
curing  the  holt  withmside,  found  for  the 
present  the  shelter  and  security  he  sought ; 
no  one  being  suffioiently  daring  to  attempt 
the  dislodging  him  in  his  retreat. 

In  this  cottage,  then,  tenanted  by  a  Sin- 
gle female  in  the  vale  of  years,  Cramptext 
found  a  refuge  from  his  pursuers;  and 
although  its  mistress  did  not  rank  in  the 
number  of  his  followers,  she  had  still  su& 
ficient  kindness  in  her  composition  to 
prompt  her  to  open  her  door  to  the  miser- 
able-Iookin^  being  before  her,  whilst  she 
sAerwar^  ^slsted  in  cleansing  him  from 

the 
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the  filthy  o£fering8  whidh  had  so  gratui- 
tously  been  showered  upon  his  head. 

Here  Night  drew  her  sable  curtain 
around  the  discomfited  hero  of  the  fore- 
going  drama,  and  the  damour  respecting 
him  häving  gradually  subsided,  each  of  his 
opponents  drew  off  towards  thdr  respec- 
tive  homes,  exulting  in  their  exploits»  and 
eagerly  prophesying  the  downfidl  of  one 
who  had  been  the  ori^n  of  so  much  evil 
among  them. 

Ere  the  moming  had  suffidently  dawned 
to  distinguish  objects  veiy  dearly,  Cramp- 
text  decamped  from  his  hiding-place,  and 
was  far  away  from  St.  Amands,  befbre  any 
one  thought  of  inquiring  after  him.  But 
it  was  not  with  the  intention  of  taking  a 
final  leave  of  the  village,  where  he  had 
met  so  unexpected  and  unpleasant  a  reeep- 
tion,  that  he  had  tfaus  secretly  stolen  off-— 
no,  he  quitted  it  only  with  the  intention 
of  procuring  a  reinforcement,  and  retum- 
ing  with  redoubled  zeal  to  the  attack,  in 
Order  to  convince  these  reprobate  sinners, 

by 
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by  the  united  efforts  of  himself  and  friends, 
of  the  wickedness  and  impiety  of  wliich 
they  had  been  guilty,  in  thus  daring  to 
assault  one  of  the  elect 

Early  then  in  the  foUowing  week,  ihis 
indefatigable  personage,  whether  instigated 
by  zeal  in  a  good  cause,  or  actuated  by  a 
wicked  spirit  of  revenge,  we  leave  casuista 
to  determine,  retumed  onoe  more  to  the 
field  of  action,  accompanied  by  two  of  bis 
brethren,  workers  in  the  same  vineyard» 
and  whose  eloquence  he  calculated  to  be 
invincible.  The  inhabitants  of  St  Amanda 
also,  for  the  greater  part,  had  not  been  in- 
active  during  bis  absence,  but  had  pre- 
pared,  in  case  he  possessed  the  hardihood 
to  retum,  to  give  bim  a  warm  reception. 
They  had  also  predetermined  neither  to 
be  cajolled  by  bis  sophistry,  nor  deterred 
by  bis  threats,  from  driving  all  of  the  sect 
who  came  in  the  light  of  itinerant  preach- 
ers  from  the  village. 

Foor  Watson,  cbained  to  bis  pallet  of 
straw«  still  lay  a  miserable  memento  of  the 

fatal 
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fittal  effects  of  Ins  wfld  and  enthusiastic 
doctrines;  whilst  poor  Mary,  with  shat- 
teted  nerves,  and  a  brain  still  unsettled, 
faad  been  drivai  firom  her  iather^s  roof,  in 
Order  to  preserve  tbe  remnant  of  intellect 
which  remained.  These  were  objects 
whose  never-tobe-fi>rgotten  injuries,  inde- 
pendent  of  lesser  evils  that  had  occurred 
in  oonsequaice  of  the  intrusion  of  tliis  hy- 
pocrite,  that  were  a  constant  excitement 
of  detestation  and  revenge. 

In  Order  therefore  to  meet  Cramptext 
OQ  bis  ground,  every  ofifensiTe  and  annoy. 
ing  weapon  that  oould  be  transferable  was 
coUected  in  order  to  be  employed  against 
Mm ;  and  no  sooner  had  he  mounted  his 
rostrum,  and  begun  to  hold  forth  to  the 
few  who  pertinaciously  adhered  to  him, 
than  the  tumult  began,  and  a  scene  of  con- 
Fusion  ensued  diffieult  to  describe,  and 
which  could  only  be  equalled  upon  a  sämi> 
lar  occasion. 

Victory  for  a  length  of  time  extended 
ber  fluttering  pinions  alike  ovcr  hoüi  par* 

ties ; 
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ties ;  and  it  remained  doubtful  in  the  opi- 
nion  of  many  whether  the  besiegers  or 
besieged  would  come  ofF  ocmqueron. 
Cramptext  continued  with  appropriate 
contortions,  both  of  face  and  body,  to  belp 
low  out  bis  denunciations  in  the  ears  of 
his  assailants ;  whilst  bis  foUowers,  dasping 
their  hands  and  rolling  up  their  eyes, 
seemed  to  defy  the  power  of  Satan  in  the 
shape  of  the  rabble  without,  tili  continudl 
shocks,  levelled  unceremoniously,  obliged 
thein  to  change  their  position,  and  seek 
for  safety  in  flight 

The  warfare  at  length  became  so  gene- 
rale that  friends  were  scarcely  distinguish- 
able  from  foes,  all  was  so  oompletely  mixed 
in  one  wild  and  terrible  uproar.  Those 
among  the  peaceable  part  of  the  commu« 
nity,  who  could  find  the  means  of  escape^ 
now  made  their  way  home:  thus  the 
preacher  and  his  satellites,  who  had  done 
all  in  their  power  to  bawl  down  the  disafl 
fected,  were  left  nearly  destitute.  Thus 
finding  it  high  time  to  secure  themselves^ 

if 
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if  possiblOj  from  fiurther  insult,  they,  with 
one  aooord»  rushed  from  the  oonventide, 
bat  were  soan  impeded  in  their  progress 
bjr  a  inore  powerful  party  than  they  were 
prepared  to  oope  with  from  without 


CHAPTER  IX. 
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Th£  whole  of  the  population  of  St. 
Amands  seemed  upon  tfais  oceasion  to  be 
called  into  motioii ;  each  found  an  excuse 
which  in  their  estimation  wairanted  their 
absence  from  home ;  some  went  to  gaze, 
to  wonder,  and  to  make  their  difierent- 
comments,  whilst  others  became  conspieü- 
ous  aetors  in  the  tumultuous  transaction. 
Those  who  ranked  in  the  higher  dasses  of 
life  exerted  themselves  to  restrain  their 
neighbours  in  a  subordinate  Situation» 
whose  passions,  amounting  to  fury,  were 
m  danger  of  leading  them  much  greater 

length 
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length  than  either  justioe  or  prudenee  war« 
lanted — amongst  theae  waa  Mr.  JSowum. 

Actuated  by  commiwratkm  fi>r  th^  «n- 
fortunate  Wataons,  and  «tili  m<»re  $o  hy 
the  love  he  bore  religioD,  when  Tiewed  ia 
its  pristine  order  and  beauty,  instead  of 
being  disfigured  with  bombast  and  fenati- 
cism,  he  feit  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
him  to  aid  hx  the  release  of  the  in&tuated 
people,  more  especially  as  they  seemed 
desirous  themselves  of  throwmg  off  the 
yoke  thus  artfuUy  imposed  upon  them  by 
tfais  seemiQgly-Ugoted  zealot«  In  erdet 
tberefore  to  do  tfada,  althpu^  in.  oooficieno^ 
he  would  not  have  abetted  any  ^tofvicv 
lenc^  be  winked  at  tbe  efforts  whieh  the 
good  f^h  made  idf  their  emandpation^ 
and  feaxfol  tb«t  tbey  migbt  be  led  to  out* 
Step  tbe  boiind»  prescribed  by  cautiaii» 
vras  amongrt  tbe  fyst  to  warn  them  of  tbe 
priecq>ieer  on  wfaicb  tbey  ifere  atan^ng^ 
and  to  reeosimeMl  teema  of  modetmtioii« 
OppositicD»  fiombiiied  witb  party-spisit. 
bad  ^qvead  widei^r  abroad;  tbe  very  bobea 

and 
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afid  sucklings  of  the  viUage  seemed  to  have 
ifiibibed  its  influence,  and  joined  heartily 
in  tfae  afiray.  Amongst  the  foreraostt>f 
the-group  asserabled  in  order  to  assail  tfae 
oreil-faLUen  Cramptext  and  his  quandam 
friaids,  upon  their  issuing  from  the  con- 
ventide  into  the  street,  were  a  party  of 
Mr.  Bonus's  own  pupils,  headed  and  urged 
forward  by  the  daring  and  intrepid  Fre- 
derick SRngleton. 

The  puny  hands  of  the  8tripling  hero 

were  but  iU-(»dculated  to  sustain  the  mis- 

sile  weapons  of  war;  but  ardent  in  the 

cause  of  driving  <)ut  those  wicked  men 

who  he  understood  had  done  a  world  of 

mischief,  he  aimed  a  stone  with  such  un- 

erring    dexterity,  as   to  wound  Cramp- 

text  just  above  the  eyebrow.     The  blood 

now  Streaming  from  the  recent  cut  gave 

notice  of  what  had  occurred,  when  one  of 

his  friends  observing  from  whence  the  aim 

was  taken,  seized  the  young  antagonist, 

whom  he  proeeeded  to  shake  with  every 

mark  of  fury :;  and  baid  might  have  been 

voL,  I.  G  the 
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the  fate  of  the  little  Champion,  had  not  a 
party,  who  recognized  him  in  the  hands 
of  the  ruffian,  nished  to  his  rescue,  and  im- 
mediately  effected  his  liberty.  This  how- 
ever  was  not  done  before  the  preacher 
had  taken  cognizance  of  his  person,  and 
breathed  a  dire  oath  of  retaliation  and  re- 
venge. 

Further  to  describe  the  eonfusion  that 
ensued  is  unnecessary ;  suffice  it  to  say, 
that  like  all  other  scenes  of  contention 
and  strife,  time  brought  it  to  a  concjlusion, 
but  not  before  many  broken  heads  and 
shins  bore  witness  to  the  violence  of  the 
affray.  Cramptext,  with  his  brother  teach- 
ers,  at  last  effected  their  escape,  though 
not  without  much  difficulty;  and  Mr- 
Bonus  i-etprned  to  his  home,  after  conjur- 
ing  the  rest  of  his  neighbours  to  do  so 
likewise;  and  as  victory  had  at  last  de- 
clared  in  their  favour,  for  they  concluded 
their  enemy  would  not  choose  to  renew 
the  attack,  they  feit  inclined  to  foUow  his 
ad  vice,  and  in  a  short  time  tranquillity  re- 

sumed 
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sumed  her  empire  oYer  th9  initeted  sons 
and  daughters  of  St  Amands. 

After  this  ebullition  of  fi^nzied  fanati- 
Gbm  on  the  part  of  the  preachers  in  order 
to  retain  possession,  and  obstinate  perse- 
verance  on  that  of  the  inhabitants  to  drive 
them  out,  the  conventide  was  for  a  short 
time  dosed ;  and  then,  as  if  to  do  away  all 
remembrance  .of  the  disagreeable  occur- 
rence,  it  was  again  converted  to  its  original 
us^ — that  of  a  shop;  when  the  small  wares 
vended  within  its  walls  were  more  likely 
to  prove  semceable  to  the  inhabitants» 
than  all  the  bombast  echoed  through  them 
by  the  sycophantic  Craniptext,  and  listen- . 
ed  to  by  his  deluded  proselytes. 

Peace  once  more  shook  her  downy  pi- 
nions  where  discord  had  so  lately  reigned, 
and  all  now  was  hartnony,  except  in  the 
dwelling  of  poor  Watson,  burt  their  dis- 
order  and  wretchedness  still  prevailed, 
For  weeks  chained  to  bis  bed,  the  poor 
maniac»  with  a  countenance  of  deadly  hue, 
eyes  glaring  with  distraction  and  wild« 

G  2  ness, 
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ness,  maited  locks,  and  a  beard  grown  lang 

from  neglect,  continued  to  rave  in  all  the 

Incoherehces  of  despair,  or  to  sink  into  the 

pathos  of  soul-subduing  miseiy.    What  a 

subject  was  here  for  a  wife,  for  bis  children, 

and  for  bis  fiiends,  to  contemplate !     In 

vain  the  poor  moumers  arranged  tbem- 

selves  around  bis  bed,  boping  to  catch  a 

ray  of  tbat  reason  wbieb  they  feared  was 

gone  for  ever-^in  vain  looked  for  tbat  re* 

tuming  bealtb  wbicb  was  to  give  comf<»t 

to  them  all ;  whilst  Mr.  Bmius,  ever  alive 

to  the  woes  and  wants  of  bis  fellow-crea« 

tures»  did  all  in  bis  power  to  alleviate  the 

miseries  of  the  poor  sufferer;  bat "  who 

can  minister  to  a  raind  diseased  ?''  wbo  can 

speak  patience  to  a  deafened  ear,  or  utter 

words  of  cönsolation  to  the  maniac  ? 

The  original  calm  of  the  village  tbus  in 
some  measure  restored,  the  late  events 
served  only  as  subjeets  for  the  old  to  gossip 
over  in  their  bours  of  relaxation,  or  the 
young  to  wönder  at,  wben  the  attention  of 
the  good  people  was  again  arrested  by  a 

new 
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hideous ;  whikt  the  body  appeared  to  be 
nearly  six  feet  iti  height,  of  a  strong  and 
robust  form,  älthough  clothed  in  the  most 
tattered  and  löathsorae  garraents  that 
abject  poverty  could  offer  to  her  lagging 
followers. 

The  appearance  of  so  extraordinary  a 
person  at  first  created  in  each  beholder 
Symptom^  of  Horror  and  disgust ;  but  as  he 
intruded  ön  ho  one,  and  seemed  harmless 
and  inofferisive,  cüriösity  prevailed  over 
dislike,  and  many  woüld,  as  they  beöathe 
Iriore  aöcustötned  to  behold  him,  ^op  to 
make  their  observations ;  when  bis  eccen-^ 
tric  matiner  and  ^ihgular  mode  of  expreis^ 
sion,  whenever  he  could  be  prevailed  üpön 
to  speak,  Were  subjeets  of  still  greater  at^ 
tention  than  even  hiis  uncouth  figüre. 
When  he  Was  disposed  to  talk,  which  was 
but  seldom,  he  would  express  himself  very 
incohereritly,  something  between  a  shrewd 
man  and  a  fool ;  at  others,  if  not  totally 
ßilerit,  he  would  either  hum  scfaps  of  old 
melancholy  ditties,  or  Whistle  incorrecüy 

a  variety 
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«  variety  of  doleful  tunes,  amongst  which 
"  Margaretes  Ghost,"  or  "  Death  and  the 
Lady»"  reigned  predominant 
.  A  creature  of  tliis  description  oould  not 
&il  to  attract  the  attention  of  all  classes  of 
people,  and  more  particularly  so  of  the 
younger  part  of  the  Community;  and  it  was 
not  long  before  most  of  the  children  in  the 
village  had  adopted  the*  daily  habit  of 
€R)wding  around  him,  not  even  exoepting 
the  pupils  of  Mr.  Bonus.  Here  might  be 
distinguished  the  difiPerent  dispositions  and 
temperament  of  yoüth,  as  they  regarded  the 
forlom  object  before  them ;  some  who  had 
been  nurtured  in  the  soft  lap  of  delicacy 
fied  from  him  in  disgust;  others  more 
hardy  laüghed  at  and  ridiculed  him,  whilst 
they  bestowed  upon  him  such  appropriate 
names  as  their  youthful  fancies  suggested 
as  applicable ;  and  the  most  timid  shrunk 
back,  scarcely  daring  to  approach.  One  of 
the  pupils,  a  boy  who  happened  to  have  a 
large  portion  of  low  cunning,  mixed  with 
as  great  a  share  of  mischief  in  his  compo- 

G  4  sxtion, 
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sitibff,  öne  day  offered  him  something  veiy 
offeiisive^concealed  under  a  gilded  exterior, 
to  eat,  iraagining,  whilst  he  chuekled  over 
tlie  ifrvention^^  that  he  would  not  be  able 
to  di«cover  the  cheati  and  would  thereby 
afford  them  all  glorious  fun — ''  fun  alive,** 
as  he  termed  it. 

Ffederick,  whose  soul  revalted  against 
takhig  advantage  of  any  one,  more  parti- 
cularly  so  of  the  poor  and  miserable,  no 
sooner  discovered  the  tnek,  and  saw  the 
poor  creature  in  the  act  of  carrying  the 
tempting  morsel  to  his  Ups,  than  he  rushed 
forward,  and  violently  dashing  it  from  hia 
band,  drevr  on  himself  a  look  of  savage 
ferocity  for  his  untimely  interference,  The 
generous  boy,  however,  did  not  long  stop 
here ;  having,  with  looks  of  pity,  first  ex- 
plained  to  the  mendicant  the  deception 
that  had  been  put  upon  him  by  his  wanton 
sebool-fellow,  he  hastened  away  in  order 
to  procure  him  something  that  would  make 
amends  fbr  his  disappointment;  when, 
could  such  a  countenance  as  this  unlucky 

being 
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being  possessed,  have  been  capable  of  admiU 
ting  a  smile/  Frederick's  generosity  would 
eertainly  have  obtained  one  from  bim. 

In  this  way  things  ocmtinued  to  prooeed 
at  St.  Amands.  The  mendicant»  for  such 
he  appeared  by  bis  accepting  alms,,  al- 
though  he  never  begged,  still  retäined  the 
same  position  he  had  chosen,  sleeping,.  as 
lie  waa  permitted,  m  the  difierent  hay-lofta 
in  the  viUag^  when  the  midsuinnier  vaca-^ 
tion  oommenced  at  schooL  Every  one 
who  has  submitted  to  sdiolastic  shackles 
m  bis  youth^  knows  with  what  eagemess, 
die  time  is  expeeted  when  they  may  be 
tfiiown  oflP,  and  the  wearer,  free  as  air,  left 
to  enjoy  that  liberty  for  which  he  had  so 
long  and  so  ardently  panted.  To  Fre- 
derick Singleton  that  time  was  now  arriv^ 
ed,  who^  with  the  rest  of  bis  companions^ 
enjoyed  the  idea  of  retnming  hoine,.  there 
to  dwell  with  bis  beloved  unde,  and  again 
to  see  and  hourly  enjoy  bis  garden^  Fus- 
key,  and  his  good  old  Allan*.  Öbjects  so 
4ear  now  swara  before  his  imagination  in 

QU  a  seai 


130  FEABS  AND  CAUES. 

a  sea  of  delight,  and  scarcely  feeHng  the 
ground  he  bounded  over,  the  happy  boy 
proceedied  to  take  leave  of  all  his  farour- 
ites,  anunäte  as  well  as  inanimate,  in  the 
village, 

AiüOtigst  those  whom  Frederick  caicu- 
lated  äs  bdtig  worthy  a  farewell  previous 
to  his  depärture  firom  school  was  the  men^ 
dicant,  in  whom,  from  haviiig  rendered 
him  tHffirfg  Services,  he  feit  an  interest, 
although  he  Was  not  a  'person  likely  to 
insptre  äny  thing  like  afibctioh  er  esteem. 
In  the  ntothng,  therefore,  fixed  for  his  de^ 
parture,  beföre  the  artival  of  his  unde's  car- 
riage,  he  hastened  away  by  himself  into  a 
private  cdrrieröf  a  little  meadow,  wherethe 
objectöfbissearch  wasgenerally  tobe  foundL 
Here  he  was  soon  distinguished  stretching 
his  '^  Ustless  ten^fa*'  on  the  grass,  appa- 
rently  half  asleep,  when,  upoh  hearing  the 
voiee  öf  his  young  visitor,  who  hailed  him 
in  the  a^drtted  tönes  of  pleasuTe,  he  slowly 
raised  hüs  heavy  head  tö  see  who  had  thus 
distorbed  Mm,  when  fiiiding  it  was  Fre» 

derick. 
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derick,  and  alone  too,  a  flash  resembling  tlie 
glaring  meteor  when  it  bursts  from  a  turbid 
dknid»  and  equaUy  as  transient,  passed  over 
his  dark  and  lowering  countenance,  de- 
noting  something  like  inward  satisfaction 
at  the  sight.  The  next  mament  saw  him 
on  his  legs,  and  advancing.towards  the  in* 
nocent  boy  witb  a  hurried  step,  then  as  sud- 
denly  stop  lAort,  whilst  he  looked  eagerly 
aiDund  him.  Frederick,  intent  only  upon 
the  relief  he  was  going  to  afibrd  the  miser* 
able-looking  wretbh^  oontinued  to  empty 
his  pockets  of  their  eontents»  stating  at  the 
same  time  that  he  was  going  home,  and 
that  it  would  be  a  long  time  before  he 
sfaould  be  able  to  isee  him  again.  At  this 
intelligence  the  cripple  muttered  some- 
thing  to  himself,  and  stretching  out  his 
liand,  apparently  to  receive  the  offering,  he 
endeavoured  by  ä  hasty  snateh  to  grasp 
at  that  öf  Frederick.  This  the  youth 
tbought  was  Coming  in  rather  too  close  a 
contact  with  an  object  so  thoroughly  dis- 
agreeabl^  and  starting  back»  he  threw  him 
the  money  he  had  coUected,  called  out 

G  6  **  good- 
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"  good-by^**  and  was  out  of  sight  m  an 
instant. 

All  now  was  mirth,  content»  and  hap- 
{»ness  at  Mjrfod  Vale.  Sir  Hagh  again 
tasted  the  satis&ction  of  having  his  dariing 
nephew  onoe  again  an  inmate  beneath  bis 
roof,  without  the  drawback  of  approacbing 
Separation  for  a  certain  period  ;  and  during 
tbis  period  he  resolved  that  pleasure  sbould 
mgn  for  him  without  controL  His 
garden^  bis  poney»  bis^^  favourite  dbgs,  aD 
awaited  the  presenoe  of  theur  young  mas- 
ter,  and  put  on  tbeir  best  appearance  td 
greet  him  (hi  his  airivaL.  The  garden 
bloomed  in  aH  the  pride  of  summer,  Fusi- 
key  was  grown  fat  and  hi  high  spirits ; 
the  dogs,  whilst  tbey  gambolled'  around 
bim,  seemed  more  playful  than  ever;  in 
thort,  every  tbing  wore  the  most  pleasing 
aspect  in  the  eyes  of  the  delighted  stranger^ 
who  by  tums  embraced  bis  unde^  sbook 
bands  with  the  domestics,  caressed  the 
animals»  and  feit  himself  supremely  bappy. 

Frederick  was-  now  ia  jouA^s  gay  nea^ 

son^ 
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wn,  when  all  is  sunshine,  all  deliglit» 
without  even  a  passing  cloud  to  obscure 
the  prospect  of  futurity.  Oh»  why  is  this 
farightness  so  evanescentt  these  heart-felt 
pleasures  so  transient  ?  scaroely  is  the  co» 
veted  good  of  unalloyed  happiness  feit  ere 
it  vanishes  for  ever,  and  worldly  cares  and 
worldly  yexations  are  substituted  in  its 
room. 

The  hours,  days^  and  even  weeks,  of 
bis  allotted  period  for  remaining  at  home, 
had  been  quickly  bome  away  on  the  wings 
of  delight ;  and  every  thing  that  could  be 
invented  to  proeure  him  amusement  had 
been  resorted  to,  when  an  unlucky  aeei- 
dent  occurred,  which,  by  frightening  Fre* 
derick  and  alarming  bis  uncle,  tlirew  a 
shade  over  the  late  pleasurable  scene. 

Sir  Hugh  had  been  mucfa  engaged  one 
moming  in  assorting  and  classing  some 
Dew.purchases  whidi  he  had  made  in  the 
World  of  antiques»  amongst  which  was  an 
extremely-beautiful  Etrusoüfi  vase,  said  to 
be  of  immense  value,.  as  being  just  im-» 

]^rted 
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ported  from  the  ruins  of  Pompeii.  The 
acquiring  so  rare  a  production  of  the  an- 
cient  arts  had  cost  no  litüe  troable;, 
and  still  greater  expence,  to  the  fortunate 
possessor,  who  of  course  prized  it  aeoord- 
ingly;  but  deriving  less  pleasure  from 
the  oontemplation  of  this  assemblage  <^ 
uniques,  unless  Iiis  nephew,  whom  he  desr- 
ed  sbould  imbibe  the  same  taste,  sluuned  it 
with  him»  he  rang  die  bell,  and  gave  oiders 
fbr  bis  admittance  acoordingly« 

Frederick  Singleton  had  not  yet  arrived* 
at  a  proper  age  to  be  ranked  among  the 
virtuosi  of  this  or  any  other  country ;  and 
it  was  also  as  equally  certain  that  at  the 
present  period  his  world  of  happiness 
did  not  consist  in  viewing  what  he  con- 
ceived  to  be  old  dirty  pocket-pieces,  half 
green  and  half  black,  with  sundry  red 
earthen  pots  and  pans,  good  for  no  earthly 
use  in  his  opinion,  becanse  they  were 
much  too  small  to  eontain  any  thing. 
Thinking  thus,  it  was  no  wonder  that  he 
came  with  a  lagging  pace  when .  sent  for 

to 
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to  participate  in  ibe  pleasure  of  beholding 
these  newly -acquired  treasur^. 

At  first  thfe  doGile  boy»  seemingly  atten« 
tiire  tö  what  sir  Hagh  advanoed  by  way 
of  flluistrating  tfae  particular  qualitres  or 
bmatheiit  df  each  refepöctive  [Jiece,  managed 
sa  as  to  appeat*  intereäted  in  the  subject 
wlrich  gave  bis  uilde  so  ihuch  pleasure ; 
bat  at  length  becoiüing  fatigued,  listless, 
aild  ihattentive,  he  tbrew  himself  across 
the  table  dn  whicb  tbe  beautiful  vase  bad 
been  deposited  for  bis  inspection,  and 
tuming  earelessly  round,  witb  one  arrn 
swept  it  on  the  floor,  where  it  remained  a 
memento  of  bis  giddiness,  crumbled  into 
an  hundred  atoms. 

The  Crash  which  resounded  from  the 
fallen  urn,  roused  sir  Hugh  from  the  con- 
templation  of  a  relic  over  which  he  bad 
been  some  time  poring,  and  quickly  tum* 
ing,  beheld  witb  dismay  the  demolition  of 
all  bis  hopes  as  to  possessing  the  only 
thing  of  the  kind;  for  there  bad  never 
been  anotber  discovered,  nor  was  it  ex- 

pected 
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piected  there  ever  would  be.  Horror* 
Struck  at  the  unseemly  sight,  he  seemed 
incapable  of  uttering  a  word ;  but  bis  ooun* 
tenance  underwent  innumerable  changes 
in  the  eye»  of  Frederick,  wbo»  terrified  at 
the  mischief  he  had  done,  and  fearful  of 
the  consequences  that  might  ensue,  burst 
into  tears,  and  darting  from  the  room»  vma 
soon  out  of  sight  of  the  house,  and  far 
from  the  scene  of  pocket-pieces^  red  pots^ 
panSf  Etmsean  vasesy  and  bis.  uncle's; 
displeasure. 


CHAF^ 
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CHAPTER  X, 


Sir  Hugh  Singleton,  who  had  never 
found  serious  cause  of  offence  against  his 
beloved  nephew,  since  the  crying  misde- 
meanour  of  the  tulip  roots,  now  scarcely 
knew  which  most  to  indulge,  anger 
against  the  unlucky  urchin,  as  he  termed 
him,  for  the  irreparable  mischief  he  had 
done,  er  grief  for  the  loss  of  his  favourite 
jar.  It  was  in  vain  that  he  hastened  care- 
fully  to  collect  the  scattered  fragments, 
in  vain  that  he  attentively  applied  to  each 
other  the  corresponding  edges ;  there  was 
no  ailiQ^iQii  in  the  parts,  fhey  equally  re- 
^"^  to  unite,  and  its  beauty,  like  a  fallen 
*^^  ^^  the  h^txiis]phere  of  curiosities,  was 

f^^t,  fh^  r^rovokmg  young  culpnt  rose 

^   "  ^"'^  ^„d   he  could  hardly  help 

^^'^  questioning 
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questioning  whether  he  had  not  been  ac- 
tuated  to  commit  the  deed  by  a  spirit  of 
perverseness,  to  provoke  or  vex  him. 
Could  he  believe  him  to  possess  so  un- 
grateful  a  dispositioii,  he  should  be  tempt- 
ed  to  abandon  him  altogether,  and  con- 
sign  him  to  bis  parents,  who  might  know 
better  than  he  did  how  to  manage  him,.  a 
headstrong  boy,  since  love  and  kindilesB 
had  failed  in  the  efFect ;  and  he  ended  bis 
mental  soliloquy  by  once  more  wondering 
**  what  hachelors  oould  have  to  do  with 
children.** 

Fatigued  at  length  by  ruminating  upon 
this  untoward  accident,  sir  Hngh  depo- 
sited  bis  hapless  Fragments  in  the  (»mer- 
ofa  private  drawer,  and  went  out  to  solaoe 
himself  by  spending  an  hour  in  bis  garden. 
Here  it  was  impossible  for  öne  so  elia- 
moured  of  nature  to  remain  long  without 
regaining  a  portion  of  that  composure  he 
had  lost,  or  to  eontinue  uninterested  in, 
the  lovely  scene  around  him.  In  one  bed 
of  sweets  he  fbund  bis  assistance  required 
♦  to 


in  another  «?^/^urity,  «^"^J^^^ter  in 
in  to  p^n  s^/^,«  *-»Ä-«  tht 
"^ '  •"'!. ie     ***^  ""th^  to  cotnpare 

tionn;  in  ^«''^^^i«*«'  •"Ir  ^y^ethet    tbe 
iweet,  ^as  en^*^  i,inO«e»'   ^      ^^  ^y^en 

qutttiorv  ^thit»       ^  "**'*'!:„en8ation  fot 
Uties  rf  ani.^^^ ^^  a  ^-pensa^^  ^^ 
beVvdd  t\vem.  ^^r       ^^ ;  or.  t  ^-^^ 

tVvose  of  vnanitn»*^     ^'  ^^°'    .  Vthe  lo»  ^^ 

►fvcea 


Uicr  wie  jjuaocö»»-' 

might  not  remun 
1--J ^1  _  ^^'^ 


had  so  reoentiy  e^tF  .     of  sv, 

The  natux^l  rt^^^^  a*^t>o*^^''J  rSntme« 
dominated  over  ^^»^      ^v^^^^*^  **    i  «ount 
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proach  of  the  dinner-hour.  Although  ihe 
good  gentleman  had  been  i^  little  ruffled 
by  the  events  of  the  morning,  his  appetite 
was  keen,  and  he  feit  no  objection  to  par«- 
take  of  the  cheering  med,  and  retumed  to 
the  house  aceordingly»  where,  upon  his 
arrival,  he  found  the  dinner  placed  upon 
the  table,  and  Allan  in  attendance  as  usual 
*— but  no  master  Frederick.  .  ^ 

<<  Where  is  master  Singleton  ?"  inquired 
sir  Hugh — "  is  he  not  ready  yet?" 
^'  I  thought  he  had  been  with  your  hor 
nour,**  replied  Allan,  "  but  I  will  run  and 
seek  him  directly  f  and  away  the  faithfui 
domestic  went  for  that  purpose* 

Li  vain  the  tempting  viands  now 
smoked  upon  the  board ;  sir  Hugh  could 
not  prevdl  upon  himself  to  taste  them, 
for  he  who  would  have  given  a  double 
zest  to  every  thing  was  absent;  and  vx 
vain  had  Allan,  after  a  firuitless  search,  been 
sent  out  again  upo«  one  equally  fruitless—* 
Frederick  was  nowhere  to  be  found. 

Dismay^  accompanied  with  terror,  lest 

any 
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my  äcddent  shoiild  have  oocurred,  now 
spread  its  pallid  hue  oyer  eveiy  face. 
The  servants  fled  in  various  directions  in 
seaidi  of  their  lost  favourite^  whilst  their 
niaster,  nearly  uneonsdous  of  what  he  did, 
gave  twenty  ordera  in  a  breatb;  tili  at 
length  totally  unaUe  to  support  the  tor- 
tures  of  Suspense,  who  had  Struck  her  iron 
&Dg8  into  his  soul,  he  darted  out  of  the 
house^  although  uncertain  as  to  what  path 
he  ought  to  pursue. 

Within  a  short  distance  of  Mjrfod  Vale» 
a  lordly  Castle  onee  reared  its  lofty  head, 
but  ages  long  fled  had  witnessed  its  proud 
batüements,  its  spiry  turrets,  and  its  massy 
portals,  mouldering  into  decay.  Qf  this 
onee  magnificent  edifice,  in  whose  splendid 
halls  the  noble  ancestors  of  the  present 
owner,  now  mouldering  with  the  fabric 
tbey  had  raised,  held  the  high  feast  with 
other  noble  knights  and  dames»  now 
equally  gone  by  as  if  they  never  had  been» 
and  nought  now  lemained  of  all  this»  save 

apUe 
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a  pile  of  moss-grown  ruins,  grand,  picta« 
resque,  and  mätchless,  even  in  decay« 

To  these  ruins,  though  scarcely  sensiUe 
of  what  he  did,  fled  sir  Hugh  Singleton 
in  search  of  his  nephew,  hoping  that  he 
might  have  coiicealed  himself  here»  in 
Order  to  deprecate  the  anger  which  he 
dreaded  to  have  incurred.  Every  oomer, 
therefore,  of  the  lower  part  of  the  buüd» 
ings,  was  soon  explored  by  the  impatient 
baronet,  but  not  a  vestige  of  the  runaway 
could  be  traced ;  he  then  determined  to 
search  a  portion  of  the  ramparts  which  led 
round  the  south  side  of  the  ruin,  and 
which  held  out  a  Iure,  as  being  in  much 
better  repair.  Here  he  thought  it  pro« 
bable  that  Frederick  might  have  climbed» 
aided  by  the  broken  masses  that  protruded 
themselves  from  the  walls;  but  as  sir 
Hugh  was  no  climber  himself»  it  was  ne- 
cessary  for  him,  in  order  to  gain  admit- 
tance  to  these  ramparts»  to  pass  through  a 
tower  that  flanked  the  north-east  angle  of 
the  principal  court.    The  entrance  to  this 

tower 
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tower  was  ihrougb  a  low-pointed  and  rib« 

bed  arch,  wlio^e  diminutive  door  appeared 

half  sunk  ia  the  eartb,  whUst  tbe  other 

balf  was  nearly  screened  by  briars  and 

brambles  wbich  fiourished  in  luxuriant 

growtb,  as  if  to  bid  defiance  to  all  who 

wished  to  gain  an  entrance  tbere.    The 

liinges  wbich  supported  the  door,  although 

iamed  for  strength  in   their  prime,    sir 

Hugb  observed,  had  given  way,  and  now 

lefused  to  support  their  sinking  burtben : 

a  tolerable  portion  of  uianual  exertion  was 

therefore  neeessary  to  force  it  open,  in 

which,  however,  he  at  length  sueceeded ; 

when  an  opening  w^  once  effected,  he  was 

enabled,  by  stooping  and  squeezing  bis 

hody,  to  penetrate  the  aperture,  though  not 

without  damage  to  bis  garments,  which 

looked  considerably  the  worse  for  the  con- 

flict.     Having  cleared  the  entrance,  he  ob- 

^rved  tbat  all  vestiges  of  its  former  ar- 

rangement  had  vanished,  save  the  small 

winding  staircase  which  led  to  the  top  of 

the  towar ;  tbis  sir  Hugb  bastUy  ascended, 

and 


144  FEABS  AND  CAKEM. 

and  when  about  midway»  he  found  him« 
seif  opposite  an  open  spaoe  where  onoe 
hung  a  door,  that  led  into  what  appeared 
at  first  sight  to  have  been  formerly  a  bed- 
room  belonging  to  this  part  of  the  edifice. 
Curiosity,  blended  with  a  love  of  the 
antique,  induced  him  to  enter;  for  al- 
though  he  had  many  times  indulged  him- 
self  by  rambling  over  these  forsaken  frag- 
ments  of  antiquity,  since  his  residence  at 
Myfod  Vale,  this  little  door  had  hitherto 
either  escaped  his  notice,  or  believing  it  not 
worth  the  trouble  of  entering ;  supposing 
the  tower  to  correspond  with  the  remain- 
der  as  an  entire  ruin,  containing  nothing 
but  its  bare  walls,  he  had  tberefore  feit 
no  particular  desire  to  inspect  it  Upon 
further  examination,  however,  of  theapart- 
ment  he  had  juist  entered,  he  fancied  he 
could  perceive  signs.  of  its  having  once 
been  the  solitary  residence  of  some  unfor- 
tunate  individual,  as  some  remains  of  fiir- 
jüture  were  still  visible,  though  fallen 
much  to  decay.     What  might  be  sup- 

posed 
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posefl  to  inve  faeen  onrä  a  iiedstjetd,  now 
as  «  iieap  of  Aibbish  ocaüfied  the  middie 
^  the  flodr ;  on  iMie  side  the  ;poor  rbmäins 
<tf  ftn  MdeHt  table  He^tod  «gainst  the  wall» 
mth  a  Single  old  leatber  i^bair  (  ^bilst  oii 
tlw  oCher  ^ocd  a  worm^eaten  truhk  co^ 
ifdred  *|rith  dust  and  oobwebs»  the  collec*- 
tbnof  ages'»  but  whiich,  notwithrtanding 
üs  forbiddtng  a^pearance,  tbe  pret&ut  vi- 
«tor  feit  a  stroDg  de^e  tö  »ee  op^ied. 
In  seVeral  parts  of  this  mysterioua-lüok- 
ing  apartiiielit,  bolts^  bars»  and  otber  in» 
sigAia  of  oonfinemenl,  independent  Df  its 
8tron|^-grated  windcyirs,  might  be  dis- 
oovered ;  and  these  led  this  barohet  to  oon- 
dude  that  this  must  bona  ßck  have  beea 
the  residence  ofsome  utifbrtonate  prisoner» 
who^  perhaps  escaping  the  ditngeon'g 
glooui,  and  damps  below»  imgbt  have  lin- 
gered  out  a  weary  existence,  and  died  alike 
unpitied  and  unknown. 

Wbile  commiseratmg  the  forkMi  des- 
tiny^of  the  supposed  iTvnriate  öf  this^ismal- 
löoking  abode»  and  fbm^iftg  be  ^bebeld4dtn, 

VOL.  L  H  like 
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tfais  territory,  sir  Hngh  at  length  put 

themidl  toflight  byraisingthe  decayed 

lid,  when  be  instantly  started  back,  bim- 

mV  balf-smotbered  by  tbe  dust  and  musty 

miell  that  assailed  bis  nostrils  from  within. 

This  tat  8ome  minutes  prevetited  tbe  at- 

moaphere  around  irom  being  suffidently 

dear  to  distinguisb  particular  objects ;  but 

tbe  offensive  particles  faaving  at  length 

lettled  in  different  places,  so  as  to  enable 

him  to  look  witb  more  precision,  he  ob- 

senred  something  which  resembled  differ- 

ent  buiidles  of  papers,  biit  which,  on  his 

Bttempting  to  grasp  them,  crumbled  into 

4ust    (Xie  alone  surmounted  the  fiite  of 

its  felk>w8;  this  proved  to  be  a  ktrge  sheet 

of  vellum,  folded  carefully,  and  closely 

written,   but    so   much   injured    by   the 

damps  and  other  effects  of  time,  as  to  be 

scarcely  legible,  even  had  sir  Hugh  feit 

himself  disposed  to  decipher  it ;  thia,  bow- 

ever,  he  had  neither  time  nor  inclination 

to  do,  and  hastily  deposiiing  the  scrawl 

in  his  pocket,  he  proceeded  ki  his  searcfti, 

HS  t% 
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tili,  arriving  at  the  bottoro,  he  was  oonviök- 
ced  that  notbing  more  of  oonsequence  had 
escaped  the  old  traveller^s  deTastatiMu 
Every  thing  he  handled  gaVe  way  hefote 
his  toueh ;  and  whethei:  the  papers  be  had 
Seen  were  ancient  records  belonging  to  the 
archives  of  the  Castle,  or  oontained  the 
möre  uiteresting  history  of  the  unforta- 
nate,  who  in  all  probability  had  lived  and 
died  a  captive  in  that  tower,  they  were 
nöw,  like  bim,  mouldered  into  imperoep- 
tibleness,  and  swallowed  up  in  oUivion. 

Nötbing  furtber  presented  itself  to  en- 
gage  or  interest  the  baronet's  attention  in. 
tbis  place,  and  be  in  consequence  took  his 
departure,  when  be  continued  bis  way  tö 
tbe  top  of  the  tower ;  bere  be  could  ooin- 
mand  a  füll  view  of  tbe  ramparts  bek>w — 
but,  alas !  no  beloved  Frederick  greeted  his 
longing  sight ;  all  was  melancboly,  ruin,  and 
desolation,  with  notbing  to  break  tbe  aw- 
ful  stillness  wbich  reigned  around,  save 
tbe  discordant  screecb  of  the  restless  daws^ 
who  found  a  retreat  in  the  cavities  scooped 

by 
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bjr  the  hand  et  Time»  cht  nestled  securely 
in  the  luxunmt  creeping  ivy  by  whicb 
they  were  surroundecL  Unaocustomed  to 
hAoUi  an  intrader  so  near  their  haunts» 
tbey»  as  if  with  one  aocord*  nished  ibrth 
to  Salute  bim  by  flapping  their  wings  and 
»eaming,  tili  their  harsh  and  disoordant 
notet  were  lost  in  the  dbtance ;  when.  their 
mtor,  by  descending  the  way  he  came. 
kft  them  again  at  Uberty  to  enjoy  their 
peaceful  solitude. 

Wcwied»  and  nearly  despairing  at  bis 
firuitleas  search,  for  not  a  comer  had  been 
kft  unexplored»  the  agitated  uode  now 
foickly  bent  his  retreat  towards  homq; 
indulging»  however,  the  fbnd  hope,  as  he 
passed  along,  that  bis  domestics  had  been 
more  fortunate  than  himself,  and  by  pro- 
ducing  the  young  runaway,  would  be  aUe 
to  ^ve  ease  to  his  heart  This  hope,  how« 
eyer,  in  sir  Hugh  proved  fallacious.  The 
aervants  had  been  equally  unsuccessful 
with  their  master ;  nothing  was  either  to 
be  Seen  or  heard  of  the  fugitive,  and  all 

h3  that 


150  FEARS  AND  CAEESir 

that   now  remained  amongst  them  was 
surmise,  coDfusion,  and  heartfelt  regret 

**  Can  this  provoking  boy,**  questtoned 
sir  Hugb,  89  he  now  paoed  hh  solitaiy 
library  in  all  the  restlessness  of  siispense— - 
*^  can  he  in  a  freak  have  nni  off  to  the 
Vale,  where,  perbaps  terrifiedat  my  angiy 
brow,  he  may  have  i^lated  to  hi»  paients 
a  tale  of  my  dreadful  severity,  which  may 
lead  them  to  suppose  me  an  actiial  tyrant» 
ruling/their  son  with  an  iron  sceptre?  Or 
if  he  should  not  have  gone  there,*  <5on- 
tinued  he,  "  then  I,  by  making  fruitless 
inquiries,  cannot  fail  to  create  alarms  in 
tbeir  breasts,  even  greater  than  those  I 
experience  in  my  own.  They  will  de- 
mand  of  me  their  son,  eondemn  my  ne- 
glect,  and  should  any  accident,  whicb  Hea* 
ven  forefend,  have  befallen  bim,  I  should 
never  obtain  their  forgiveness,"* 

Thus  reflecting,  whilst  he  took  blame  to 
biraself,  the  disconcerted  unde  at  one  mo- 
ment  formed  the  resolution  of  sehding  iin- 
mediately  to  his  brother,  whilst  the  next 

deterred 
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detorred  him  from  putting  his  design  in 
«xecution ;  at  one  time  feelkig  awed  by 
^  dread  of  creating  unnecessary  alarm, 
and  at  another  he  was  withheld  by  the 
&8r  of  incurring  their  oehsure^  tili  at  last 
UDaUe  kmger  to  oombat  these  argu- 
meots^  or  to  remain  in  a  State  of  qui- 
csoenoe,  when  he  might  obtain  relief  from 
'äie  tortures  which  oppressed  him  by  mo- 
'äon,  he  made  a  desperate  effi>rt  at  once 
to  end  his  doubts  by  galloping  off  to  the 
Vale. 

^  Alack-a-day  T  eried  the  fidthful  Allan; 
•as  he  gazed  after  his  master,  whSst  the 
tear  of  oompassion  stole  down  his  cheek — 
^alacka-dftyf  what  grief  will  this  oeca- 
sion  to  Mn  Singleton,  as  well  as  my  mas- 
ter !  I  dare  say  he  would  rather  have  given 
all  his  nonnieks,  that  he  has  been  so  many 
years  scraping  together,  than  this  should 
have  happened.  And  as  to  the  ugly  old 
redpot,  that  looked  as  if  only  good  to  put 
on  tiie  top  of  the  chimney  in  foul  weather, 
I  am  sure  that  was  not  good  for  much.; 
?  H  4  one 


$bou)^lie:£Hght9n(Hl.irom  hqiM:fer  febafc^^ 

x^ld  Qiaor  ^^  bachdorft'  that  tites  tbeiemiad» 
tp^ivaifds  n  mmy  niGh^m^me%,  hm^  m^ 

diren>  whtdl  m^  lütje  Gomaeiodiibm'  qwte 
oufc  of  tb«ät  >^dj>  wd  wbieK  mi^  to  be 
Ic^  tp  their  Qwn  mtnrd  f^^n^wA  um- 

thers  to  manage,  because  they  have  a  »rt 
,eS  m  ih^igfal^  givQii}  by  dmne  Nfttncä»  hito 
the  bu^ni^s««^*^  thmg  9hfi  iwy^rbffltoiw 
^Itb^r  upon  old  spaüäsi; or  old  bueb^bnnik' 
Thi«  ebolli^iQB»  bui^tihg  spa»taiiMW>jr 

:?«gFel«  foü  tbe  W^:of  an  ohjÄct  wbtck  l» 

but  nhßit  tbe  mk(}  is  pv^rebfiü^iB^.  libfi  a 
awolleifc  liv^^  it{  Bj^uirt  hßw^.  ijeÄ^i  aod 
, AUioi  knmr  not  wh^m  bette«  to>  iff:  the 
.evilbie  laiuante^  tbsua  in  tbe  pl«^  fieon 

whenoe 
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wlioM«  it  originetedt  vix.  in  old  bachehn 
miMug,  to>  experienoe  the  delight  of  tie* 
WNong:  parenta,  without  subecribing  to 
lihe  nßpeßuxy  penalties  to  enable  them  to 
kmnieae^  and  thus  pecfonning  by  proxy 
dni  wUeh,  tbey  asph^  to  in  realUy. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Frebebick»  the  {»^esent  object  of  pur 
solTcitudes  was,  du  ring  all  tbis  bastle  and 
uneasuiess  at  home,  joumeying  in  a  di- 
rectioa  far  distant  from  Myfod  Vale,  al- 
tbougfa  mudi  against  bis  own  goodwill, 
or  in  a  manner  in  whicb  he  bad  hitberto 
been?  accustcxcned  to  travel. 

Tendfied  by  tbe  uulucky  fracture  of 
die  Boman  Tase,  an  artide  wbieh  be  bad 
beeiü  giren  to  understand  was  of  so  rare  a 
Mpedes^  ^d  to  whicb  be  knew  bis  unele 
bad  affi{^  a.  rery  high  v:aluei  tbat  a  thou- 

H  5  sand 
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sand  indefinite  sensations,  all  frigfatfiil  in 
the  extreme,  oombined  to  drive  bim  firom 
the  house  as  fast  as  his  leg«  oould  cany 
him;  nor  did  he  cease  running  tili  he 
found  what  he  sought,  eonoealment,  in  a 
temple  situated  od  a  thiddjr-shadowed 
eminence,  in  the  most  retired  part  of  the 
grounds  belonging  to  Myfod  Vale.  Here 
the  heart-stricken  boy  gave  vent  in  secu* 
rity  to  the  sorrow  which  oppressed  him ; 
and  the  tear,  which  had  hitherto  only  trick- 
led  down  his  cheek  in  silence,  was  now  oon- 
verted  to  the  loud  convulsive  sob  of  agony 
as  the  retrospection  of  what  he  had  done 
again  erosised  his  sensitive  mind.  Dread- 
ing  he  knew  not  what,  for  having  in- 
curred  his  imele's  anger,  for  angry,  that 
lowering  brow,  and  peculiar  expression  of 
the  eyes  which  he  had  never  seen  before^ 
denoted  him  to  be ;  and  fearing  that  he 
must  think  him  a  monster  of  ingratitude 
in  making  such  a  return  for  his  attention 
and  kindness,  he  continued  to  weep  aloud, 
tili  a  rustling,  as  if  some  one  was  endear 

vouring 
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\Tburing  toforee  their  way  through  the 
nnäetwood  at  tiie  back  of  the  temple, 
^etiight  his  attention»  when  thinldng  it 
w»  aome  of  the  servahts  sent  in  qiiest  of 
0f  him,  and  ashamed  of  being  seen  in  so 
j^tiable  a  plight,  he,  in  order  to  avoid 
whoever  it  might  be,  rushed  out  a  con- 
trary  way  tö  the  one  he  had  entered,  and 
immediately  found  himself  fiice  to  face 
with.  the  one-armed  mendicant! . 
;  Surpi&e,  as  he  now  vegaided  the  ob-^ 
ject  before  him,  arrest^d  Fredeiick's  flight, 
whilst  the  creature,  mumbling  something 
about  kindness,  relief^  and  charity,  oon- 
tinued  drawing  nearer  as  he  spoke,.  tili 
keapproached  within  arm's  length  of  his 
victim ;  when  suddenly  making  a  spring, 
wbilst  the  unconscious  boy  was  searehing, 
bis  pockets,  in  order  to  bestow  upon  him 
their  Contents,  he  seized  him  with  an 
Herculean  grasp,  swung  him  like  a  dead. 
weight  over  his  Shoulder,  and  darting  into 
the  thickest  part  of  the  inelosure,  was  out 
of  sight  in  an  instant 

Hft  Terror,, 


Teno»  «tVimi^wfo«l^/|iaBiQ«d.lbsr 

M  |iE«rbi4cKP9  an^^eotfe  fiiim)ii«irf>  witii 
the  g}Ä«£  be^hui  endAiwdit  lieaides  bavwg 

finit  Yeqr  «d^  yfAkh  ww  smeeedfi«l  ligr 

Um  mm^a0t  \ßj  wt9  focm  i!Qc<w!G^ml.lior 

n  qoqI  bo^owo*  Uowvig  im  hiü  frei^  at^  he 
i>9aliDed  oppMte  ta  a.  «mdl.  f^ertwc^ 
which  opesedk  ntoa»  axeaiBlioiir  fonud 
i»thii:siite<tf  the  Mt thay  haA  tawciaed; 
a»dt  Qi  aimmp;  hk  ajrea:  to  aes»  andsa- 
QüUbefctan^  ha:affflabeheM: thesameAgotU 
M  fignta.  bendinfp  Qwr  Iraiv  aad  again 
wpevieiiee«  tl»  sasu^  he^ri&U»  sbcfa^ 
htfoce ;  a  dboww  af  teass^.  bew^rer,  eoni- 
lOg  to  .1^  idief,  he  again  revivec^  and 
üaisis^  hwaetf  upa»  htttfiset:^  hs  uttsrad 
aomelbing  hl  an  wcaheren*,  vcme^  iwlica- 
tj^vQ  q^  hi9  ii^iitic»  ta  letuan  horae. 

"^  Wb^re^ft  the.  hmosy  fer  tbatr  »ttt- 
tered  thiQt  caippk^  h»  ii  sigiufioant  tove 
thatalarRüiediUm;  ^  you  aad  I^  mgi;  ^Dowig 
master,  have  seen  oadi  ^bdr  Wfiimr:  to- 


j>. 


«itlaMO?^-  «t^tgr"  ■*»«>"^W",?' trBniWii)g|y.aj| 

nrty  unete  will;  wai 


me-.  Vvexe  5»  aÄv  -fclme  mone^r  I  hgye, 
yoa  BQixist-.  pfexncxmiA  me  to  go  hospo» 
jnertly'i** 

*•  "Koi   BD,    ncKT^    Mtifc'  man,  hold  Übe 

ippumbledt  tbje      xxi««wKcaiit,    a«  tfas  sj 

time  blocfcadSiriS^    lAffhole  througb  wt 

^  ^»**   fiaüaied    a«'  entrence ;  •♦  tbe  se^ 

skan  Qiubst  becooEve  Äurteen  ere  I  pen 

300»  toescap«  Dae." 

Tl»  indignan*     boy  stood  aghast,  a 

h«»  Protul   Ifc^M-t     sweUed  within  him 

»112  "»  iösiilt.        Xle  that  had  never  si 

"f**  «>«t»a<üctic«     in  his  life  ftonv  in; 

V^  'Kas   4^^    eliu9    to  be  tbwarted  by  j 

"^udent  l>eggair  ?•    ««^  as  these  qu«tio] 

•*7^*6*  ^^tiougb     fei»  b»ain>  tbey  »w«Hi 

W  bosom    alnxost^    *o  bureting,  wbflrt  1 

Stemly  ccnicEa.snan^Eed'  tbeMow  to  fet  hu 

pass. 

"A3 
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^  Ajf  ay,  patienoe,  young  genüemah ! 
patienee  l**  retorted  he^  with  the  most  pro- 
voking  caimness ;  ''  if  you  are  so  dedrous 
for  a  walk,  you  shall  take  one  presently, 
bat  it  must  be  along  with  me,  and  in  a 
dress  befitting  my  companion."  Thi» 
saying,.  he  insisted  upon  the  trembling 
boy  immediately  puUing  off  bis  coat, 
which  he  as  mstantaneously  stuffed  into 
bis  own  pocket,  from  whence  he  also 
drew  at  the  same  time  an  old  ragged  dis- 
coloured  jacket,  which  he  threw  over  bim 
in  its  stead;  then  drawing  a  dasp-knife 
from  bis  waisteoat,  the  ruflian  proceeded 
to  slash  and  mangle  his  hat,  by  that 
means  Converting  it  into  a  slouch,  which 
effectually  concealed  the  features  of  the 
wearer;.  then,  passing  hisbesmeared  fingevs 
over  the  cheeks,  a-down  which  still  trieb- 
led  the  tears  of  mortified  pride,  in  spite  of 
his  lately-displayed  heroism,  the  gay  and 
happy  Frederick  now  bore  the  appearance 
of  a  dirty,  tattered, .  and  melancholy  beg- 
gar. 

HavJng, 
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Having  finished  the  designed  meta- 
morphosb»  and  vegarded  his  victim  with 
something  which  he  meant  for  an  exult* 
kig  smile,  that  rendered  his  horrible  phy- 
aognomy  still  more  horrifio— *'  Now» 
young  gendeman,'*  he  exchdnied,  ^  now 
ibr  the  walk  I  promised  ycm ;  but,  mark 
tne,''  and  he  unsheathed  his  knife  as  he 
spoke».  '*  i£  you  make  the  least  noise,  or 
by  any  turbulent  action  give  the  smallest 
reason  for  any  one  to  suppose  that  you  do 
not  belong  to*  me^  that  moment  b  your 
ki8t^«-so  now  for  our  march." 

^  Oh  l  ray  dearj  dear  uncle !"  burst 
ftom  the  buming  Ups  of  the  half-distracted 
hoy,  wbilst  heavihg  sobs  choked  his  ut- 
terance,  as  the  unfeeling  wcetch  now 
dragged  him  fpom  the  rocky  hoUow  that 
had  concealed  them,  "  what  will  you  do 
for  youc  lost  Frederiek,  or  how  shall 
I 

"  Fecuce  r    muttered    the    mendicant, 
"  no  infringing  upon  articles :    we  are 

abroad 
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abroad  now,.  and  you  know  the  ccmse*- 
queBces.  £itber  this^"  again  shewing  his 
knife^  "  or  ailence.** 

The  poor  intimidated  prisoner  was  now 
hastily-dfagged  to  tbe  valley  below^  which». 
equally  witfa  the  emuience  they  had  jiut. 
quitted;  was  oovered  with  an  umbiageout 
wood,  sufficiendy  profound  to  have  coor- 
cealed  any  covert  act  tiiat  shunned  tbe 
eye  of  day.    From  thence  the  cripple  di^ 
rectedhis  steps  through  the  thidc-tangled 
underwood    that  shaded  the  side  of  a 
brook,  wbose  water  gurgling  through  tbe- 
low  leafy  branches  that,  dipping  their. 
leaves,  impeded  its  progress,  afibrded  a 
pleastng  sound.    Tö  this  sound  had  Fre- 
derick frequently  listened  with  deligb^ 
when,  by  the  side  of  his  imele,  he  had. 
pored  over  its  rippling  waves,  or  stooped 
to  gatlier  the  sweetly-scented  flower  on 
its  banks.      The  soothing  murmttr  re- 
mained — it  was  stiU'  thesarae;   but  the 
delight  of  listening  to  it  was  flown,  wbilst 

grief,. 
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grM»,  tüKTpr,  and  hmct^reoding  uMdiUft- 
dicdyj  woMK  wUtitiutod  ib  ito  rooou 
.  FKoderic^^  wHb  hia  dreocUd  ocffidufitor» 
«MH.  eo^q^.  fiom  the  taogled  patb  they 
jmo-  puTOiuig  i«to  sQioe  open  üM», 
yikoM^  ricUy-^wftyiiig  wm  «saistad  w 
irnttUPff  tboia  fhmx  Observation  :  tbese 
ämjr  qiikklj'  pAsaed^  and  sccuced  an  e»- 
trnw«  intp^ttJmig,  oanrowr  Inokea  defiie 
Jbrtweoa  a.  coupkt  of  »tepeadous  rocks 
tlkab  dnwntd.  mngiiifieeiiQd  Q<t  eitber  sid«. 
Bwe  al;  fi«st  tbayr  iDOfved  ktisu«ly  on^  a» 
if  to  nmicw  ^  liüte  ftom  tbeur  fiatimr 
speed ;  but  the  desoent  soon  bceaimnqfiid 
«d  ahnaong  to  the  youi;ig  tniTdlfir,  whilst 
«rory  atep  tbey  aet  inereesad  tbe  hm^ 
tt  äiQ:  gloomy  maaaaa  aboi^  them.  Th^ae 
taw^ring  bulwarka»  w}h»^  frequiwt  pro- 
J!9<^aiifi  tbifeat^ned  d^atruictjuoo  to-  those 
bwsatib,  Sj^oied  to  Frederick'a  sickefung 
Jmi^aliiQn  to  eudose  him  eBtirely  &om 
«thi»  view  of  mw^  ^^rhilst  a  deaädike  st- 
Ij^ocj^,  aave  wbiere  tbe  moiatjuxe  tbat  foroed 
Ml£  tbiüoug^  dcippiDg  ^)QDf  fellbeavy  on 

their 


16s  FEAHS  AND  CAXBM. 

thdr  ears»  or  nisfaed  alang  the  nairövr 
path  in  rugged  Channels,  rdgned  around« 

As  they  proceeded  flirther  on,  the  way 
became  oold,  damp,  and  dreaiy,  for  in 
this  seduded  spot  the  sun*4  cheering  rays 
but  seldom  entered  to  oorrect  the  damps, 
or  Stint  the  growth  of  dark  and  noxious 
weeds,  which  flourished  in  the  fissurea  of 
the  rocks,  many  of  whose  thoms  had  little 
oomplaisance  for  Frederick's  tender  skht, 
who,  now  wearied  by  the  obstructions  he 
met  in  his  passage,  as  well  as  the  length 
of  the  way,  dedared,  in  piteoas  toned^ 
that  he  oould  go  no  farther. 

His  conductor,  now  relinquishing  Ae 
firm  grasp  by  which  he  had  enabled  hiai 
to  surmount  the  rugged  distance  they 
had  passed,  beheld  him  sinking  to  the 
earth;  when  regarding  the  fainting  suf^ 
ferer  before  him,  he,  in  stem  silenee,  drew 
from  his  pocket  a  flask,  and  applying  k 
to  his  mouth,  obliged  him  to  swdlow  a 
portion  of  its  Contents.  This,  with  a  few 
minutes  rest,  reanimated  his  sinking  frame^ 

and 
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(tnd  enabied  him»  with  the  help  of  the 
mendicanf s  strong  arm,  to  set  forward. 

The  path  now  in  perspective  seemed 
mäier  to  improve.  By  ascending  a  gentle 
eminence  it  became  more  dry;  crmse- 
quently  they  obtained  a  firmer  fboting^ 
Whilst  the  chilliness,  as  they  gained  a 
Ugher  point,  was  somewhat  evaporated : 
the  briars  and  brambles  which  had  hitherto 
neaiiy  interoepted  their  passage  had  dis- 
appeared,  and  Frederiek  now  proceeded 
with  less  difficulty ;  but  he  was  again  pe- 
titioning  to  rest,  when  a  dark  entrance 
into  a  part  of  the  rock  which  bounded 
äie  winding  path  before  them^  presented 
itself  as  a  place  of  security. 

Into  this  den  then  the  luckless  boy 
made  no  objection  to  enter.  Wom  down 
with  alarm,  hunger,  and  fatigue,  to  press 
the  cold  earth  now  seemed  as  acceptable 
to  him  as  reposing  on  the  downy  pillow, 
and  the  discarded  crust  presented  by  bis 
disgusting  companion  he  could  now  swaK 

low 


164  FSAES  AKDl  CAAEft 

low  with  avidit?|(»  altbough  bathed  in  tbe 
bittet  teara  of  regret».  a&  he  wfliected  upcm 
those  be  had  beea  compeUed  to  leave  be* 
bind  His  unde,  bis  dew,  dear  uncLe— • 
bis  good  old  AUan-^is  fiivourite  Fus^ 
key— his.  beautifiil  dogs — and  bis  beloved 
scboolfellows,  whom  perbapa  be  was  dea« 
tined  never  more  to  beh(dd'-^l  no« 
swam  befo]:e  bioi  in.  imaginatioD»  tilU,  ex* 
bausted  by  the  retxospection,  whicb  occa- 
sloned  bim  additional  sonrow,  be  sank 
into  the  anns  of  sleep,.  which  kindly  pror 
qured  bim  some  bours  of  oblivioa  to  bia 

■  ■  • 

woes* 

Aurora,  witb  b«r  rosy^tipped  fingen^ 
had  scarcely  unbarred  tbe  portals  of  the 
east,  to  ushßv  forth  the  qbariot  of  the  sun, 
ere  Frederick  unck>sed  his  eyes  to  ligbt 
and  mißery.  The  cripple  had  meantime 
most  anxicmsly  watched  the  approacbinig. 
dawn,  in  <Mcder  agaiA  to  set  forward  ob 
bis  mysteriQUfr  joumey ;  and  no  sooner 
waa  bis  young  captive  fairly  awake^  and 

had 
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bfld  btokm  bb  fsat  hf  tnalnig  an  etid  of 
liie-ieaiuiiingoontente  of  the^vaUet,  than 
tbey^  nllied  foith. 

Their  toute,  unHke  that  of  the  preced- 
mg  day,  instead  of  leading  them  tfaroagh 
a  deep  and  enclosed  ravine,  ahnost  imper- 
vious  to  the  human  eye,  now  lay  over 
some  of  the  stnpendoas  hflls  and  tower- 
mg  DfKMintains  which  intervened  between 
them  and  the  interior  of  FKntshire,  over 
which  they  had  travelled  a  considerable 
«pace,  when  weariness,  and  the  heat  of  a 
noontide  sun,  obliged  them  to  seek  for 
shelter  and  refreshment. 

In  the  dreary  wildemess  ivhich  they 
were  now  tracing,  for  the  mendicant 
thought  it  politic  to  avoid  every  thing  like 
a  public  road,  the  sanctuary  they  needed 
for  ä  long  time  mocked  their  search,  and 
they  cast  their  eyes  around,  from  the  ex- 
tremity  of  the  mountain  they  were  eross- 
ing, in  vain ;  not  the  smallest  sign  of  an 
habitation  such  as  they  wanted  met  their 
View.    Dispirited  at  the  Observation,  and 

almost 


he;  ^can*t  you  gi^e an ansirer to « sittU 
ple  question  V 

^'Because  I  had  a  htOHy^ne^^  häl 
souiYding  in  my  esätf^r  an^ireiiBd  tlie  4>ld 
woman,  **  and  if  I  had  spoken  If^Am  it 
had  c^ased  ritiging,  I  should  faave  k>8t  «IT 
the  news  it  was  pringbig  me.*' 

At  tbift  instant  an  ill-favoured  cur/heir« 
ing  the  sound  of  stratige  voice^,  darted 
from  the  interior  of  the  dwellimg,  grcmt 
ing  and  sbewing  his  teedi,  as  ah  äuxiliary 
in  the  cause  of  his  m^stress,  whilst  the 
alarmed  Frederick  sbrunk  behind  hia-tln- 
coütAi  companion  for  protection. 

^'  Ab,  tonte  be  afraid  of  the  tog,"  oried 
the  landlady ;  **  he  will  not  pit&  Look 
yon,  ^  is  as  qiriet  as  a  little  sheep.  Here^ 
Tinker,  Tinker,  come  pack,  I  say,  sirrah!** 

The  obedient  Tinker,  faithfal  to  the 
wotd  of  command,  now  retreated  behind 
his  mistress,  though  still  growMng  and 
shewing  his  teeth,  as  the  strangers  swted  • 
themselves  in  the  little  stone-floored 
room,  which,  as  parkiur,  and  kitchen»  aad 

hall» 
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Bimt  xw  «  Mnrow  stoiro^se,  ^  tb^  sunv 
xulk  9f  wliicli «  dpor  opim^d  upon  a  fligfaA 
^Imoki^  8i0Q»  step«i  jbhat  ooiKlucted  to  « 
«miU  potia1y>'  gioden,  wfaiicht  fisook  ks  «If 
tiwIioA  im  th^  üdß  of  tb»  «tupendpu;  hitt 
UmM  liddkiid  tbe  dwelUag,  oommanded  « 
i»ei^'  ovior  the  $m9)ui)g  obioiney.  Here» 
iMsiiie»  tli€  nutiitious  voots  tfe^  occupie4 
^In»  miätüe  (tf  tb#  s|^Aoe  denomiii^^ted  the 
gmimf  w«re  a  feijr  rose-treea»  now  ricbly 
^  Uoomt  tufts  of  sweet-williafin»  and  a 
prafi^noQ  of  aalutaiy  herbs ;  but  aa  thüü 
i^as  leckoned  hy.  the  good  woman  her 
»Mctum  $anaarym,  fe w  of  her  fnend«  were 
considcred  worthy  of  gaining  s^^htance ; 
dod  heretheappearanceof  her  preaentguests 
did  not  Warrant  their  introduotion— r-**  for,'* 
a9  the  landlady  sagaciously  remarked, 
vrbUst  ahe  cast  a  suspiciovis  ^e  upon  them 
W  tjb^  Qfieupied  the  first  seats  they  Buet  ' 
viAhrr^^  for  her  part  she  could  always  di«- 
tiogi^l^  a  ge^tjeiqan  vben  they  came  ta 
yOL.  L  I  ^        her 
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her  house; — ^for  why  ?— -pecaiue  a  genfle-' 
mau  oft  for  to  look  like  a  gentleman»  and 
if  tbey  oft  to  pe  called  genüemen»  vrhy 
they  oft  for  to  tress  like  tbem^  look  yoQ.'* 
8be  had  been  in  Luniion,  sbe  said,  and  had 
Seen  mucb  of  tbe  gay  world,  besides  a 
great  many  stränge  sigbts;  "  wby  hur 
öwce  saw  tbe  king  and  tbe  queen^  Cot 
pless  tbem,"  sbe  continued,  **  and  all  ther 
ptoples  Walking  pefore  tbem  dressed  in 
fine  bair  gowns;  and  pesides  that»  hur 
bave  seen  tbe  servants,**  and  sbe  toesed 
her  bead  as  sbe  spoke,  ^*  of  real  gentleihen, 
poil  pread  and  milk  in  silver  saticepans. 
for  tbeir  togs;  and  if  tbät  is  not  seeing 
Strange  out-of-tbe-way  sigbts»  look  you, 
and  leaving  hur  to  judge  of  a  gentl^nan 
ivhen  sbe  sees  one,  tben  hur  does  not 
knoW  wbat  is." 

In  this^  manner  tbe  good  w(»nan  con- 
tinued  to  talk  at,  ratber  tban  to  her  viü- 
tors^  tili  a  demand  for  such  refreshments 
as  her  house  afibrded,  in  no  very  gentle 
tone  from  tbe  cripple,  by  putting  her  in 
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sotne  d^ree  of  bodily  iPear,  for  tbe  present 
nlenoed  her  loquacity. 


CHAPTER  XIL 


The  bouse  was  now  speedily  ransacked  of 

its  Contents,  in  order  to  afibrd  the  weary 

travellers  a  meal ;  for  so  absolute  was  the 

command   issued  for  refreshment,  when 

enforced  by  the  stem  expression  of  the 

mendicant-s  remaining  eye,  that  the  poor 

dd  woman  dared  not  reftise  compliance; 

and  so  much  do  we  lose  or  gain  by  the  ap- 

preciation  of  tbings  in  different  situations 

and  at  difierent  periods,  and  so  much  are 

we  the  creatures  of  circumstance,  preferring 

at  one  time  wbat  we  dislike  at  another, 

that  Fredertck,  who  a  week  before  would 

faave  disdained  to  taste  the  slices  of  fried 

bacon,  with  the  coarse  but  sweet  brown 

bread  that  was  now  set  before  bim,  when 

1 2  placed. 
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plaoed  in  oompelition  with  the  deUcacfetf 
of  his  unde's  table,  yet  now,  wfaen  pressed 
by  hunger  and  fatjgue,  found  these 
hitherto  unpalatable  viands  both  delidous 
and  gratifying.  He  ate  therefore  with  a 
goüt  that  wi|s  astonishing  even  to  himself ; 
he  thought  nothing  was  ever  half  so  ex- 
cellent  as  this  delicious  bacon ;  and  he  al- 
Hiost  envi^d  the  remainder  of  the  flitcht  as 
he  $a,\v  t\Le  good  woman  again  dqposit  it 
upon  the  raek  that  graced  the  ceiling  of 
her  kitchen. 

Hitherto  the  satisfying  a  keen  appetite 
had  been  delightful  to  the  young  Wan- 
derer, but  the  digestion  unfortunately 
could  not  keep  pace  with  an  overchaiged 
filomach ;  for  on  awaking  from  a  deep  and 
heayy  sleep  of  some  hours,  he  complained 
of  sickness,  headache,  and  every  Symptom 
of  ai^roaching  fever. 

"  Well,  to  pe  sure,  my  tream  is  Oiit,'* 
exdaimed  the  hostess  as  she  thoughtfully 
pressed  the  buming  hands  of  the  invalid-?- 
^'  my  tream,  as  I  before  said,  is  oertainly 

come 
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Qome  to  pass;  and  I  didn't  see  an  ugly 
ragged  black  sheep  come  trotting  towards 
ne  with  an  innoceiit  white  lamb  by  its 
öde^  whicb,  when  it  reached  me,  feil  into 
my  lap,  for  nothing,  last  night — Oh,  my 
poor  boy  f  she  continued,  **  although  you 
do  look  as  if  you  pelonged  to  a  paroel  of 
outcasts  and  vagabonds,  yet  you  may  be 
as  innocent  and  free  from  guile  as  the 
little  lamb  I  treamed  of,  and  as  such  I  will 
take  care  of  thee.*' 

For  the  bapless  Frederick  now  to  have^ 
pioceeded  on  bis  joumey  was  altogether 
impracticable ;  he  certainly  could  not.  walk, 
md  to  have  procured  any  kind  of  convey« 
ance,  even  if  the  mendicant  possessed  the 
ability,  might  have  created  suspicion,  or 
led  to  a  discovery  of  the  heinous  offence 
he  was  thus  committing,  of  stealing  a  child 
from  its  natural  protectors,  both  of  which^ 
it  was  bis  business  to  avoid :  he  was  there- 
fi»e  obliged  perforce  to  remain  where  he: 
was,  tili  an  amendment  in  the  health,  or 

1 3  deathi 
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death  af  his  yoong  oompanion,  should  again 
enable  him  to  set  forwardr 

For  this  purpose  he  now  besought  hia 
hostess  to  exert  her  skil)  in  behalf  of  the 
invalid,  which  she  promising  to  do,  the 
kitchen  herbs  became  in  great  requisition, 
and  poor Frederick  was  plenteously  sluiced 
with  sage,  baltn,  and  pennyroyal  tea— > 
simples  only  to  be  found  in  the  villi^r*9 
pharmaoopoeia,  and  wliich  freqiiently  prove 
more  efficacious  in  slight  diseases  than  all 
the  dnigs  to  be  met  with  in  the  materia 
in^ica  of  Surgeons*  Hall.  But  to  pro- 
ceed :  the  fever  which  had  thus  attacked  the 
unfortunate  boy  continued  obstinate»  In 
spite  of  the  good  woman's  nostrums,  ot 
her  careful  watching ;  for  being,  she  sud, 
^  a  lom  widow,  and  having  neither  diick 
nor  child  of  her  own,  and  her  house.  Cot 
help  hur,  being  but  little  frequented,  she 
had  plenty  of  time  to  attend  him."  The 
invalid  therefore  was  in  good  hands,  for 
the  worthy  creature  prided  herseif  on  the 

knowledse 
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knowledge  she  had  acquired  in  simples; 
in  oonsequenoe  of  which  she  had  for  many 
years  beeh  oonstituted  both  physidan  and 
apotfaecary  to  tlie  few  inhabitants  of  the 
baxnlet  wherein  she  dwelt,  who,  let  what 
wouM  of  evil  befall  them,  ran  as  if  with 
one  consent  to  lay  their  case  befbre  old 
Alice  Mu^leworth»  wbom  they  believed 
possessed  of  a  eure  for  every  disease  that 
assailed  them. 

If  repose  was  deemed  necessary  for  the 
te-establishment  of  the  sufierer's  health,  it 
was  to  be  obtained  here  in  the  highest 
degree ;  for  scarcely  a  sound  oould  yilMtite 
in  the  ear,  save  when  the  good  woman 
irent  about  the  house  talking  to  herseli^ 
a  habit  possibly  acquired  from  the  dearth 
of  Society — ^in  the  soft  low  voice  so  pecu- 
iiar  to  the  Welsh ;  or  that  some  of  her 
neighbours,  which  was  not  often  the  case, 
came  in  for  their  humble  refreshments. 
The  cripple  seldom  spoke  but  to  demand 
what  he  wanted;  his  only  care  being  to 
keep  sight  of  Frederick,  as  if  by  his  pre* 

1 4  sence 
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sekce  to  äetet  iüm  fibiri  mäking  wkf  ^9- 
elMure  te  tö  the  teal  sitastioii  in  irbidi 
Ihey  8tood  to  eaöh  oU)^;  Wfaibt  his^ii^tE» 
fdl  ^teHotv  by  iiispirii^  q  degree  of  feaor 
ifi  his  ¥tostei9t  ptfevehted  her  frfkB  hemmdy 
ing  äny  partioukr  ih<|iiiHäs.  Bitt  cM 
AMce  Mnij^gleworth  muift  tdk ;  «id  «s  die 
Imd  noOhmg  'eise  to  <;bdtter  about»  stie,  Uke 
teätiy  cf  her  bettelt»  pfoyed  tih6  egotisfe, 
and  talked  of  herseif;  and  to  telähb  jber 
^itatrik^  nnd  «thef*  remärkdUe  ü^fis  lind 
Baaders»  ^hich,  is^  JBtvbrr^  sbe  Was  oo»- 
staÄtly  favöiired  with,  >edn«fitutod  the  aa> 
iace  ef  liör  dröary  life. 

Yet  ^rbaps  Alicd  Mtrgglewortfa  was 
«ot  ahc^etber  tb  happy  as  the  bi^p 
filTOUred  inhabitants  of  Söötia's  Miiii% 
who  pretend  tbat  th'ey,  ik  tfaek*  jJivdceä9- 
tcfts^  trete  eficMnved  trith  tbe  ^ft  öf  «temdl 
«ight;  Ütill,  i^i  fhmj  iustettfc^  sUe  Wtt 
^fq[«ji^««i^tstitk^  Ivrith  tllose  Mrbo  might 
b^  «dd  toVSretell  tb«  d^th  <^  «  relmmh 
or  «  lä^d,  ^ö  ^d  of  iMit  <sh,n  i  atftl  ift 
b«  m  muihlftg  b«lr  jDsMiänt  tfalattgb  kia 

unquiet 
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tiniqaiet  sLumbers,  she  continued  to  speak, 
mlfcflr  ^hispering  voioe,  of  the  black  sheep 
ind  the  tittle  white  lamb,  wbich,  after 
tttteting  towards  her,  had  sunk  into  her 
li^  wben  she  would  seem  puzzled  as  to 
the  oonclusion  she  was  to  draw  from  such, 
an  event»  whether  *^  the  poor  boy,  look. 
jotkf  was  to  life  or  tie. 

"  Tfiis,^  she  would  exdaim,  alludiiig 
iD  her  reoent  vision,  *^  was  a  remarkable 
Iream  to  pe  sure,  considering  what  has 
fidlowed,!*  aa  two  or  three  of  her  neigh-. 
bcmr^  b y  way  of  extraordinary  relaxation 
fcom  labour,  had  visited  her  humble  roof-~- 
"  very  remarkable,  but  nothing  like  one 
I  onoe  had  pefore  I  lost  my  poor  poy,. 
who  went  to  the  wars!"  and  she  drooped 
her  head  whilst  she  raised  the  corner  of 
her  blue  wooUen  apron  to  wipe  the  tear 
tbat  Started  in  her  eye  at  the  melancholy 
reeollection4 .  "  No !  that  was  much  more 
pertickler  than  this;  if  you  like,  I'll  teil 
it  you.!*  Any  subjeet  where  the  marvel-. 
bus  predominates  is  sure  to  be  agreeable;: 

1. 5.  ^lli 
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therefore  united  in  expressing  the  wisfa  ^toneU 

hear  this  wonderful  dream;  and  Alice^  ^ittlflsh 

ter  a   few  minutes  recoUection,    thus  Waiin 

gan : — **  You,  neighbour  Dunzey,"  ad-  ^^kmA 

essing  herseif  to  a  swarthy-looking  man  ^k'^lm 

ho  sat  opposite,  **  you  remember  my  son,  H^vs^i^ 

ho,  as  fine  a  young  fellow  as  ever  king  ^^hn\i/i 

eorge,  Cot  pless  bim,  bad  in  bis  servioe,  ^»ü^ 

as  inveigled  away  by  tbe  tempting  lures  .  ^\imk  [ 

»Id  out  to  bim  by  a  recniiting  serjeant,  ^Ipetkoael 

ho  was  sent  for  no  good  into  tbese  parts,  ^lotakepiti 

ben  be  was  sent  witb  bis  ridgiment  to  a  ^^bepl^ 

aee  beyond  sea,  wbere  tbere  was  notbing  ^^m 

xt  unwholescme  damps  and  thick  misty  ^lijresay] 

gs  for  bim  to  breatbe,  instead  of  tbe  pure  ^iik^  ^ 

r  of  bis  own  tear  mountains.     Well,  look  %^  y 

)u,  be  bad  not  been  gone  fery  long,  pe-  ^^Iwassii 

re  a  comrade  of  bis  comed  back  upon  a  '^kisx» 

irlow  I  tbink  they  ealled  it,  to  see  bis  ^Cöckerili 

irents  not  far  from  bence,  wben  I,  bear-  ^^"^ent 

lg  of  bis  retum,  and  eager  to  bear  news  ^^^^ 

*  my  son,  went  to  inquire  apout  bim,  and  ÜümH  coi 

arned  from  tbe  young  man  tbat  be  bad  ^  ^ 

ft  bim  in  London.    Tbis  acoount  terri-  ^  He^  i 

fied 
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fied  me  exoeedingly,  as  I  could  think  cf 
notbing  but  his  having  deserted  from  bis 
lidgiment,  and  in  that  case  I  knew  what 
woald  be  his  punishment.  Well,  look  you»** 
«dded  she,  ^  I  never  slept  for  many  nights, 
fearing  my  son  should  xetum  home,  and  I 
Bot  hear  him  when  he  called  to  me ;  and 
I  became  so  ill  with  fright  and  vexation, 
that  I  thought  to  have  died..  SufTering 
thuSy  I  pethought  myself  to  pray  to  the 
Lord  to  take  pity  on  my  distress,,  and  that 
he  would  be  pleased  to  teil  me  in  a  tream» 
whether  my  son  was  a  deserter  or  not? 
and  I  dare  say  I  prayed  in  this  way  above 
forty  nights,  when  it  pleased  the  Lord  to 
send  m^  the  foUowing  tream : — I  thought 
that  as  I  was  sitting.by  the  side  of  my  fire, 
I  saw  the  door  suddenly  open,  and  a  fine 
young  cockerill,  in  füll  plumage,  but  as  taU 
as  a  man,  entered,  and  came  towards  me. 
His  feathers,  all  very  beautiful,  were  of 
difierent  colours,  some  being  of  a  bright 
scarlet,  others  white;  but  as  he  came 
Bear  me,  be  drooped  his  head,  tili  the 

i6  beak 
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beitk  toucSwd  tlie  fidor.  I  tlren  cwälot^ 
imt  oould  make  nothing  bf  räj  tvten» 
and  88  I  Was  pondering  «poA  what  it 
could  mäai),  I  feil  aaleep  agidn.  I  thfD 
ti-eamed  a  aeoond  tüne,  and  I  thoüglit  Umt 
I  opened  a  smtXL  tnihk  Which  stood  in  w/f 
ped-room^  and  into  wbidb  mf  pooir  pcfy 
had  put  his  pest  doibes,  when  he  kft  tue 
to  go  te  thaie  war»,  and  Very  good  oMa 
they  >iv«ra,  p^rlieklery  a  greät-ooat  wbidi 
%öb^  MWi  to  haTe  been  ashamed  to  put 
m.  WlA,  iMk  yeti,  M  I  waä  Mying,  I 
thöäg^  t^^  I  took  out  this  giBat-coat  lo 
gitfe  it  kft  !H[f4iig»Mrh(^faoldingit  up  to  the 
ligh^  1  $ä\4r  theumndg  c£  möth-holeb  tu  it ; 
thiä  ^Aite  fi^tcftied  Y»e^  afid  I  laid  It 
dowti  kfid  took  up  ahothei'»  trhen  h^Miü^ 
it  up,  ^^Mte  vr^Ye  l^oMiafidd  c^  räöth^haUs 
in  thalt  älä& ;  iöi^  so  oH  th^en^hout  ihe 
c^tetyis  0f  the  tmbk— ^fireiy  Mhg  «dUh 
tained  wHl^h  ft  neäriy  eatdH  up  V  ^ 
«tkAIks.  W^^  afi  Ulis  puffisated  ine  ft  gM«t 
dMi;  i  kn^^v  not  what  to  make  of  it^  mnd 
I  i^(Hi4ef^  It  In  iSRij  RHtid  threö  »r  -feAr 

daysL 
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daySy  when  I  igaiB  ^yed  to  the  Lord 
that  he  weukl  ^ve  me  uilderstMiding  to 
kiAjsrpt^  mj  treaih ;  and  this  was  it  :-— 
7%^  txfckerü  which  I  tew  Coming  towards 
ide  was  my  im.    Hk  gagr  and  party«- 
toloüred  phiteege  told  me  tfaat  he  still 
wore  the  khag's  isnifoith,  aiid  that  he  had 
not  des^üedy  as  J  had  exp^cted.    The 
Looping  hesik  of  the  Inrd  told  toe  that  my 
{xior  poy  was  sidc,  and  the  moth-eaten 
iiöles  whieh  I  befaekl  in  his  gtirAients,  gave 
me  tö  nndefstand  that  it  was  a  ^ickness 
vUto  death,  and  I  was  happy  T     Here 
a  buitt  of  grief,  höwever,  fi^m  the  narra- 
tot  seeimed  powerfuBy  to  contradict  her 
assettion ;  and  no  sooner  was  she  a  little 
recovered  than  one  of  the  party  begged  to 
kuow  the  result  of  this  wonderful  dream. 
At  this  time  sfhe  said  her  son  had  been  re- 
tiirned  to  England,  in  consequence  of  ill 
liealth,  and  that  in  a  very  short  time  afler- 
wards  he  had  died  in  a  rapid  decline !  * 

Here 

•  XJie  WiS^  of  diyiitfrtf;  by  dream  i3  not  p«culiar  to  the 

oW. 
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Here  the  coimadeDce  to  fae  sore  was 
striking;  and  however  the  more  ^ilight- 
ened  roav  feel  disposed  to  smile  at  the  su^ 
perstitioii  indalged  by  this  poor  Creatore, 
yet  they  cannot  bat  admire  hör  ingenuity' 
in  causing  these  chimeras  €i  her  brahi  te 
taBy  so  exactly  with  the  existing  drcmir- 
stances^  whilst  she  created  something  like 
awe  in  the  boscxns  of  her  auditors»  who^  as 
they  Iktened  to  her  tale  with  a  sort  of  ve- 
neration,  Mt  indined  ta  allow  her  the 
possession  of  talents^  ahnost  supematuraL . 

The  evening  soon  wore  away,  and  the 
good  woman's  giiests  had  letired  füll  et 
wonder  at  her  supenor  sagadty,  when  the 

eottagi^ 


ofd  Wel^hwornan  aFone.  '  The  autbor  of  tbis  work 
knew  a*  geDtleman  in  London,  wbo,  aetting  aside  bis  &ilh 
in  dreaoiä,  possessed  a  good  natural  uoderstandiug  enoo^ 
hut  vrlio  iuduliied  a  great  propeosity  towards  gnuibling  in 
tLe  tüttenr;  and  not  satis6ed  with  conrinuino*  in  hederery 
moming  tili  a  ^«lylate  hoar^  be  also  indulged  in  a  oap 
afier  dinaer,  in  order  to  äream;  wben,  if.  bj  any  meaos» 
through  tbe  force  of  imagiiiation,  he  coold  twist  or  inter- 
pret  tbe  substanoe  of  bis  visions  into  an?  giren  nnoiber 
beariiig  a  prospcct  of  socoess,.  tbat  nnmber  was  iustaadj 
secured,  as  leading^  ultimately  to  good  fortane. 
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cottage»  left  to  its  general  stillness,  Frede- 
rick feil  into  a  profound  and  quiet  sleep^ 
from  which  his  nurse  augured  much  in  fa- 
vour  of  his  recovery ;  nor  was  her  faith  in  Ulis 
ävourable  Symptom  vain.  When  the  pa- 
tient  again  awoke,  he  appeared  much 
easier ;  the  fever,  whether  owing  to  a  ro- 
bust Constitution,  which  bid  deßance  toits 
encroachments,  or  to  the  care  of  Alice 
Muggleworth  and  her  simples,  had  left 
him,  and  the  weakness  inseparable  from 
such  a  disease  alone  remained.  This  she 
prophesied,  with  her  infallible  remedie», 
would  soon  disappear,  which  indeed  was 
the  case ;  for  the  invalid  in  a  short  time 
was  so  far  recovered,  as  to  be  deemed  able 
to  pur^ie  their  journey,  when,  with  a 
heavy  heart  he  was  corapelled  to  quit 
"  The  Old  Crow*'  and  to  take  a  grateful 
leave  of  its  benevolent  mistress.  . 

Again  the  travellers  bent  their  Steps 
through  intricate  passes  and  byeways, 
where  scarce  a  human  foot,  except  their 

own,  had  ever  trod ;  but  as  Frederick  ha4 

still 
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still  sötne  remains  of  his  illness,  thej  pro-. 
c5eeded  but  slowly ;  nor  did  bis  guide  think: 
it  neoessary  to  huny  on  as  at  tlie  com«* 
roencöinent  of  their  route,  being  now  less . 
fearful  of  pursuit.  Travelling  therefore 
Short  distances  in  the  day,  and  sleeping  in: 
sotne  nook  or  cavem  förmed  by  nature*a-> 
band  in  tbe  night,,  tbey  contiived  to  make^ 
their  way  through  almost  itnpenetrablQ« 
paths,  tili  at  length  they  arrived  at  wbat* 
seemed  to  be  a  haven  of  rest»  equal  to  the* 
cripple^s  desires,  viz.  a  narrow  rocky  pass. 
between  two  towering  mountains. 

Adown  this  ravihe,  altfaough  rugged* 
and  steep,  poor  Frederick,  whose.  shoes. 
were  now  eonsiderably  the  worse . for  tbe- 
wear,  was  given  to  understand  he  must 
proceed;  arid  havirig  been  woefülly  eon- 
Tinced    that    remonstrance  in  this  ease 
would  be  vain,  he  evinced  no  sign  of  re- 
luctance  to  the  will  of  his  tormentor,  save 
the  silent  tear  which  stole  unbidden .  down 
his  cheek,  but  proceeded  quietly  along,. 
althoiigh  the  projecting  points  lacerated 

hia. 
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ms  fect  sfc  cineiy  sticp^  luid  kc  was  obliged 
lo  eüng  tö  the  arm  cxf  Ins  oandiicfeor  for 
snppork 

in  this  inanner  they  made  their  way 
dowlj  throilgh  a  zigElig  fmth,  at  One  time 
winding  to  tiiie  rights  at  another  to  the 
left;  now  asoendmg  a  rugged  precipice, 
Aext  destendhig  a  broicen  dtelivity,  tili 
fArttj^j  tiihiing  dft  tegle  of  a  roek  which 
prajeeted  iti  tiroken  taalttsei  befcxre  them^ 
«  ai^t  88  nntommoh  as  iff  Wai  surprising 
biirst  upoit  tbe  Visual  örba  of  the  asto^- 
Bisbed  FredkericL 

Wftbin  a  large  ^o$»tid(m  Af  ibhe  rock^ 
1k>w  ibnned  we  must  leave  {iMlotopiiek« 
to  tonfectitt^  wfaose  ravine  tbey  had  just 
exfdöi^  and  wfaose  beeüing  bröw  nodded 
tenific  irpra  above>  a  tribe  of  #andering 
gijiBies  had  fixed  tfaw  äbode.  One  side 
(f  thffi  cavfem  exbibited  a  blafeing  fire,  ovet 
which,  suspended  hj  cross  j^es,  hung  a 
][Kit  Containing  their  c^eniiig  reptet;  and 
ias  the  night  was  now  fitst  dosi»^  in,  the 
jem^^fast  Gf  the  äatne^  as  it  üaew  its  btoad 

fiashes 
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flaahei  of  l%ht  cn  the  dork  ofagects  arocm^ 
with  die  liglit  cailiDgsiiioke,as  it  aBoended 
the  Ixown  barrier  above,  produoed  an  ap 
pearanoe  both  awful  and  saUime  in  tbe 
eyes  of  the  yoothful  novioe.  Oppodtethe 
fire  was  spread  a  pile  o£  something  ie* 
aemUing  bedding,  on  which  was  leeliiniig 
a  woman  a£  tbe  tme  Egyptian  ha^  with 
a  tawny-ecdouied  infioit  oi  a  fertnight  oUi 
on  bar  lap;  whilst  the  space  in  the  centie 
was  oocuiMed  by  a  haledd  man,  whose 
Portrait  might  have  added  graoe  to  the 
pendl  <^  a  Romney.  As  the  travellers  api»^^ 
proached,  th^  beheld  him  standing  in  an 
attitude  not  quite  erect^  sinoe  a  trifling 
stoop  of  the  Shoulders  seemed  to  give  hioa 
a  graceful  bend  of  the  body.  He  had  a 
pipe  in  bis  hand^  whilst  a  gentle  breeze 
blew  back  a  profusion  of  silver  hair  tbat 
hung  below  bis  hat,  and  gave  bis  deeply* 
bronzed  visage,  animated  by  a  pair  a£  in^ 
telligent  sparklers»  to  view.  A  long  beard^ 
which  time  had  equally  blanched,  floated 
on  bis  hreasty^  and  gave  to  a  commanding 

figuie 
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Ügure  that  kihd  of  majesty  which  a  fine 
min  generally  exhibits.  These,  with  a 
oouple  of  young  urchins  by  way  of  scouts, 
stalioned  on  each  side  just  without,  in 
Order  to  ^ve  notice  of  the  approach  of 
strängen,  constituted  the  present  Company. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 


"  Ah,  ah !  so  the  stray  sheep  is  retumed 
at  last  r  exclaimed  the  old  man,  at  sight 
of  the  mendicant ;  "  and  you  don't  come 
hack  empty-handed  I  perceive,  friend 
Ambrose,**  glaneing  as  he  spoke  towards 
Frederick,  who  liung  back  with  alarm  at 
this  new  scene  of  wonder. 

"  No,  no,  slow  and  sure,  father,  that  is 
my  motto ;  the  chase  to  be  sure  gave  me 
more  trouble  than  I  expected,  but  I  didn't 
mfier  the  game  to  escape  me,  and  having 
once  nabbed  it,  here  I  am  a&  tired  as  a 

dog 
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dog  after  his  day's  spoft  and  as  teady  for 
my  8iipper--l)ut  where  are  the  rest  of  our 
friends  ?" 

**  Ob,  all  out  a-foraging — ^we  have  had 
but  bad  success  of  late,"  replied  the  old 
man  with  a  sigh ;  **  the  &miers  watch  ouf 
motions  rather  too  closely,  and  take  too 
much  care  of  their  hen-roosts,  while  scarce 
a  godly  soul  is  to  be  found  in  the  villages 
round  to  hdp  us ;  and  were  it  not  for  a 
stray  sheep  which  now  and  then  falls  toour 
lot,  both  in  a  spiritual  as  well  as  a  bodily 
sense,  we  should  be  but  badly  off  at  pre- 
sent  However,  hard  as  times  go,"  he  con- 
tinued,  **  we  have  got  a  bit  of  supper  in 
the  pot  here,  and  I  also  expect  some  of 
our  oomrades  will  return  in  time  to  share 
it." 

Ambrose  now  threw  himself  upon  some 
of  the  bedding  which  hadbeen  spread  nearer 
to  the  fire,  motioning  at  the  same  time  to 
Fr^eriek  to  foUow  bis  example,  who^ 
weäried  with  his  day's  journey,  and  the 
unusual  exertion  he  had  been  called  upon 

to 
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to  perfocm»  hesitated  not  in  ocNfnplying 
with  the  request,  when  deep  80on  weighed 
down  his  heavy  eydicb ;  nor  did  he  again 
nise  them  tili  tbe  sun,  in  füll  splendour, 
kd  shot  finrth  his  moming  beams,  and 
^ded  the  hemisphere  ^bove  tbeio. 

A  oonfused  sound  df  several  voices»  as  if 
oonvening  in  a  foreign  language,  now  met 
faas  eaFS ;  he  listened,  but  could  make  no- 
fhing  of  what  was  going  f(N*ward,  tili 
starting  from  his  flinty  pillow,  and  open- 
Uig  bis  eyes  to  their  utmost  Stretch,  he 
beheld  several  men  and  women  busily 
employed,  as  iftaking  their  departure  from 
the  place  whidi  had  sheltered  them  for 
the  night.  Some  were  loading  two  or 
three  miserable-looking  asses,  who,  with 
diaracteristic  patience,  awaited  their  des- 
tined  burthens ;  others  were  girding  large 
filthy-looking  bundles  on  their  fellow-tra* 
veller's  backs,  whilst  a  parting  cup  and  a 
good-be-wi'-ye  went  round.  Thif  cere- 
mony  finished,  the  greater  part  of  '  the  teibe 
set  foEth  on  tbdr  jou  mey. 

The 
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The  cripple,  with  the  old  maiit  who  was 
considered  as  the  father  of  the  oommunity 
that  dwelt  in  this  part  of  the  countiy, 
were  left  behind ;  the  one,  in  consequenoe 
of  his  late  excursion,  the  other,  as  being 
not  only  their  superior  in  years,  bot  in 
what  they  believed  mueh  more  essential, 
in  that  of  cunning,  or,  as  they  would  have 
termed  it,  worldly  wisdom  also.  JOe 
therefore  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  ex- 
empt  from  all  labour,  exeept  guarding  the 
women,  teaching  the  children,  regülating 
their  arrangements,  and  settling  disputes, 
which,  of  whatever  nature,  were  always 
submitted  to  his  arbitration,  and  by  that 
all  were  contented  to  abide« 

With  this  august  personage,  added  to 
the  Society*  of  Ambrose,  our  hero  had  now 
to  spend  the  day,  and  he  looked  up  to 
him  with  a  mueh  less  feeling  of  dislike 
than  that  whieh  he  still  retained  for  his 
kidnapper,  whose  hideous  aspeet  and  un» 
couth  mannea:»  had  fiUed  his  young  mind 
with  sentiments  of  hatred  and  disgust 

But 
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But  this  new  ally  Frederick  feit  he  could 
fCfford  without  experiendng  any  of  those 
Misations  of  horror  occasioued  by  the 
aght  of  the  other.  Nay,  he  even  thought 
ü  tunes  there  was  something  pleasant,  if 
not  good,  in  the  expression  of  his  fine 
dark  eountenanoe,  sliaded  by  his  silver 
bair;  and  as  youth  seldom  penetrates 
below  the  surface,  and  is  never  prone  to 
anticipate  evil,  he,  for  the  first  time  since 
he  had  quitted  his  uncie's  roof,  took  the 
break&st  offered  him  with  something  like 
eomposure. 

During  this  repast,  an  earnest  oonversa- 
tion  seemed  to  take  place  between  the  two 
men ;  but  as  it  passed  in  cant  terms  and 
quaint  expressions,  Frederick  was  unable 
to  oomprehend  the  subject  of  their  Qogi- 
tation.  The  eyes  of  the  bld  man  he  ob- 
served  to  be  frequently  tiirned  towards 
bimself,  as  he  rmsed  or  lowered  his  tones, 
and  sometimes  he  even  thought  there  was 
an  expression  of  interest  and  complacency 
SS  they  dwdt  upon  his  features ;  but  from 

the 
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to  9ome  one  he  had  before  seen,  floated  in 
bis  ima^nation,  without  being  able  to 
produoe  to  his  reooUectioii  the  original» 
tiU,  in  the  thin  figure,  dark  lanky  hair» 
pale  Yisage,  and  at  times  sanetified  de- 
meanouFs  he  reoognized  his  old  antagonist» 
the^isoomfited  Cramptext,  and  with  him 
the  two  auxüiaries  he  had  subomed  to  his 
rescue  at  St.  Amands. 

Tfaia  sapient  preacher,  whom  my  readers 
will,  no  doubt,  be  surpiised  to  find  herd- 
ing  with  a  set  of  gipsies,  had  in  his  youth 
been  bred  to,  and  afterwards  foUowed  for 
a  subdstence»  the  respectable  calling  of  a 
tiavelling  tinker;  sometimes  trading  on 
his  own  bottom,  when  employment  was 
brisk,  and  at  others,  as  occasion  or  neces- 
sity  required,  associating  with  difierent 
tribes  of  mendicants»  gipsies,  &c.  which  he 
met  with  on  his  rambles.  One  day,  as 
he  happened  to  be  erying  his  pots,  pans, 
or  kettles  to  mend,  through  a  sniall  mar* 
ket-town,  he  was  stopped  in  his  route  by 
a  crowd  which  had  gathered  round  a  man» 

VOL.  L  K  whose 
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the  ooiiniiäaanoe  af  tke  mipple^  noldifiig 
eould  he  g/B^i^ismei  to  A^not».  tke  9es)A^ 
ments  passing  wkhin,  «tttee  ik  was*  iitipofc 
siMe  that  any  tfaipg  Hke  expreasiaa  jaoüjbc^ 
for  a  moment,  dw^ell  oa  his  distoited  &a.K 
tures. 

The  day,  which  to  the  oaptiY:»  waa 
heavy,  dull,  aad  tedious,  was  chiefly  späBt 
by  all  pfuides  in  sleep,  qv  in  thal  kind  ot 
Mstiess  languor,  which  neäi:ly  amounts  ta 
insensibiUty,  when  «light  appooaching»  tiiei 
scouf^s  gave  notioe  of  the  leturn.  aS  Ae 
mornmg  wanderers  to  partake  theiFienreo^ 
ing  mea^  divide  their  ili^earaed  sfioU,  and 
lay  plans  üx  £resh  iNccursions,  and  fi^eh 
depredations  on  the  public. 

Searcefy  wese  the  whole  tiibe  asr 
sembled«  when  ^rederick,  whose  eyea 
the  navelty  of  the  scene  had  kept  opea^ 
thougbk  he  hebel4  in  one  of  these  vusr^ 
althaugh  dosguised  in  tattered  garmente^ 
filth,  and  the  rest  of  the  inognia  of  tbek 
oirder,  fi^tiures  that  he  was  not  uBaoqiiaiiit« 
ed  witlu    For  some  time  ijai&  resem^aaoa 

to 
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T'  ^^e  Qoe  he  liad  before  seen,  floated  in 
^  -ftöagiiation,  ^i^thout  being  able  to 
P'^^^^oe  to  his  rec»llection  the  original» 
^  M  the  tbin  figure,  dark  lanky  hair, 
P^^  ^sage,  and  at  times  sanctified  de- 
meanour^  he  reco^nissed  his  old  antagonist» 
the  diseomfited  Cranaptext,  and  with  him 
the  ti^o  auxiliaries  he  had  subomed  to  his 
rescue  at  St  Aroan^®* 

This  sapient  preacher,  whom  my  readers 
will,  no  doubt,  l>^  surprised  to  find  herd- 
ing with  a  set  of*  gipsi^  had  in  his  youth 
^^^^^  bred   to   aixd    afterwards  followed  for 
a  subdstei^ee  the    respectable  calling  of  a 
travelliug.     tinlcer  ;    sometimes  trading  on 
his  own  l^^i^totn»  ^when  employment  was 
brisk,  an^    ^^   others,  as  occasion  or  neces- 
sity  '^ui^.^       ctssociating  with  difierent 
tribes  of  t^^j^dic^^'^^*^»  g^psies,  &e.  which  he 
met  MtV^    ^^    j^^s   rambles.    One  day,  as 
he  ^pp^x^^a  to    he  erying  his  pots,  pans, 
OT  kett\^^  .      xne^^>  through  a  sniall  mar- 
\Let-to\^Y^  Vie  ^w^Ä^   stopped  in  his  route  by 
a  cro\^^  4rhich  had  gathered  round  a  man, 
YOL    -r  ^  whose 
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whose  coat  o£  many  colours  bespoke  Mm 
the  drummer  of  a  mafching  regiment 
This  conspicuous  person,  who  had  just 
mounted  a  stool,  was  holding  forth  in  a  kind 
ofreligious  Jargon,  which  he  celleäpreacA^ 
ing,  to  the  people.  Cramptext,  observing 
the  attention  he  excited,  now  listened,  witb 
gaping  mouth  and  extended  ears,  to  the 
praises  bestowed  upon  him  by  his  ignorant 
hearers,  whilst  he  witnessed  with  envibus 
eyes  the  handsome  donations  in  his  fa- 
voun  Pondering  upon  the  foregoing 
scene,  as  he  retired  again  to  his  solitude, 
the  following  soUloquy  burst  forth — •**  He 
talked  of  grace,  of  faith,  of  the  new  lighl^ 
and  so  forth  ;  now  why  may  not  I  have 
a  portion  of  this  same  grace,  by  which  he 
seems  so  much  inspired,  stirring  in  me? 
Why  should  I  continue  to  work  so  hard, 
when  a  much  easier  living  may  be  got  by 
preaching?  Yes,  I  certainly  feel  a  call, 
which  already  assures  me  I  am  become 
one  of  the  electy  and  that  I  shall  be  aMe 
to  go  forth  a  zealous  teacher  of  those  who, 

wandering 


Tmnleriog  in  dtirkiiess,  stafi4  Bft  n^ed  oi 
hemg  enlightened.  Yes,  I  shall  be  eye« 
to  tbe  blind,  and  feet  to  the  lame,*'  con- 
tinued  he,  raising  his  voice,  '^  as  well  as 
Uns  same  drummer ;  and  if  I  hold  forüi-  as 
well  as  he,  and  of  that  there  is  ik>  doubt^ 
as  this  is  already  a  spedmen,  why,  I  shall 
r^  tiie  same  advantages.'^  Tbus  ai^gued 
tbe  asBUäadiiig  Cratnptext;  and  ftötn  that^ 
pei4od  be  becanie  by  turns  an  kiäefönt- 
pMäcbep  as  well  a^  a  üttker,  tili  meetingf 
suffiei^iit  encöuragemeDt  m  his  fiefw  call- 
ing,  he  grew  bold  enougb  to  efiderfvoür  te- 
establisfa  himself,  in  tbe  wäy  that  bäs  be^tl 
already  related,  in  the  villagä  öf  St. 
Amands. 

To  be  atonce  thiis  igmmiimöusly' de- 
prived-  of  the  eomfort»  and  emolumi^ilCs 
whioh-  be  bäd  so  craftily  öbtakied  &offl  tHe 
crc^iditj  of  those  iiiridcent  people,  stüft^ 
him  to  the  quick",  whils*  the  tetnetsd^ 
brance  of  insults  so  lavishly  beste  wed  upört 
hin!)  stiU  lunkled  in  his  beart,  cfeatiAgi 
scitttimetits  of  batred  anil  rövenge,  whilsV 

X  2  he 
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he  only  sought  an  opportimily  to  shew; 
that 

To  proToke  him  was  a  dangeroas  tbiog» 
Ilis  pride  woald  paoish  aod  his  teiuper  sdng ;  ' 
His  powerful  bacred  sooght  th*  aTen^og  bour. 
And  his  proad  TengeaDce  Struck  with  all  his  power. 

CftABBB. 

Froiii  the  time  that  Frederick  had  aa 
daringly  lifted  his  hand  against  Cramptexl^ 
the  mnocent  boy  beeame  an  object  marked 
out  by  him  for  revenge.;  and  he  Intteily 
swore,  that  either  in  his  own  person,  or  in 
that  of  others,  he  should  make  ample 
atonement  for  the  deed.  Gkxxl  care  had 
been  taken  to  inform  himself  that  the  fiu 
mily  to  whom  the  young  offender  be- 
lopged  was  rieh»  and  thus  possessed  ample 
n^^ans,  if  properly  managed,  to  make  res- 
titution  for  what  he  had  been  deprived  of 
in  his  late  projeetions ;  and  for  that  pur» 
pQse,  as  well  as  to  punish  the  young  rascal, 
tl)e  germ  perhaps  of  future  power  and 
oppression,  he  had  determined  to  get  him 
into  his  power;  how  he  should  proceed 

with 
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^tA  bim  after^^ards,  might  be  settle 

To  effect  thia     «Jesideratum,  tberefon 

«fter  caiUog  a  eouncäl  amongst  the  tribe,  t 

^iion»  be  Jmd  retumed  after  bis  expulsioi 

"o®  the  vühige,  in  order  to  oraisult  upoi 

*he  best  method  of  putting  tbe  design  o 

»eiangthechild  into  executicm,  Ambrose 

^of  W«ght7  reasons,  "w^as  assigned  for  th< 

*t*eo)pt;  a,^  ^gjy^i v-e^  instructions  aocwpd. 

^gfy;  bow  well  he  succeeded  in  bis  ooni' 

'''^Oö  has  been  she^^''  i  *U  tbat  now  re- 

'"'f'ied  was,  hovir  tx>    cUspose  of  the  prize 

^^dh  tbey  Lad.    so    villainously  obtained 

■^t  the  «nwisUed-for  sight  of  Cramp- 
*^t:  and  bis  friencl,  *^he  conscience-stricken 
^''^^erick,  who  r»o"«^  recolleeted  with  in- 
**eased  terror  tVie  curses  bestowed  upon 
him  by  those  wV*o  ^*^  seized  bim  in  tbe 
afiray  ^j  g|^    J^rrxstxids,  feit  a  degree  of 

horror  which  »l«i<^®*  suspended  bis  respi- 
ÄBtioÄ.  j  vaio  d^id  he  now  try  to  swaUow 
*^  "'»«avoury  portion  dealt  out  to  hin», 

BS  in 


jsk  yfun  ^^QMpur  io  hide  bis  iConfimQfi ; 
both  w^re  #jdke  -jneffeotual  i  be  äboek  In 
ey^gey^  liofib^  and  «t  length  no  longar  able 
tp  €ontain  himsdf,  bufst  into  a  flood  af 
teacs. 

^  HejTrday  l  y^t,  piping  again  ?  wbat's 
tfie  matter  qow,  youngster?"  gvowkd 
AmJbrose-:?«^^  remember  cur  oompaet-rr 
quietr  with  a  6ignHv)aiit  look,  ^  is  tbe 
vord,  or  you  may  diance  to  jdpead  tbe 
€ODseq[oence/' 

Hece  tbe  teiriße  knife  arose  to  tbe  af- 
fri^hted  Imagination  of  tbe  stül-tüemb- 
Kng  boy»  and  although  bis  beart  was 
almost  breaking  with  suppressed  agony, 
be  neitber  dared  to  give  it  vent^  nor  to 
Htter  a  ^ryllable  in  reply ;  wbilst  tbe  sup- 
per passed  over  without  any  fqrtber  üo- 
tioe  being  taken»  eitlier  by  tbe  dreaded 
Cramptext»  or  any  other  of  tbe  party. 

Again  tbe  persecuted  boy  began  to 
bueathemore  fre^ly ;  believing  tbat  be  bad 
not  been  reoognized,  be  flattered  himself 
tiwit  be  was  either  n<^  jknown  by  Üie  paiv 

ties, 
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»r  that  the  disagreeable  drcumstance 
;  have  been  forgotten.  Thus  think- 
is  fears  in  some  measure  Bubsided, 
I  again  pressed  bis  flinty  couch  with 
irturbation  than  the  events  of  tbe 
g  Iiad  fbretold. 

break  again  presented  the  same 
£  bustle  and  confusion  which  had 
d  the  preceding  morning.  Tlie 
*eparations  were  made  for  tiavellhig, 
sortis  cant  language  again  prevuled 
1^  tliecn ;  when  the  hasty  meal  con- 
tbe  party  set  out  as  before,  leaving 

^a  tb^  cripple. 
^jy   liad  the  wandering  tribe  ouee 
^^ted.    their  departure,  than  the 
^^  c>f  conversation  that  had  passed 
|-^efore,  again  took  place  between 

•^  jrig  *w^»  ^^*^  ^^  such  indistinct 

^     their  hearer  could  make  no- 

it    though  he  listened  much  more 

»IV    ^^^^  ^^  ^^  hitherto  done; 

\jQrl%  their  language  was  unintelli- 

K  4  gible  - 
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gible»  he  could  mark  their  gesf  ures,  and 
feit  great  alarm  when  he  observed  the  old 
man  take  a  phial»  containing  a  dark-oo- 
loured  liquid,  from  a  secret  nook,  and 
Holding  it  up,  make  a  sign  to  Ambrose  tö 
lay  hold  of  him.  The  cripple  immediately 
seized  him  by  the  arm»  and  retaining  him 
in  his  powerful  gripe,  the  old  man  ap- 
proached  with  the  phial»  when  they  pro- 
ceeded  to  lay  bare  the  neck  and  arms  of 
their  passive  victim,  who  seemed  as  if 
Struck  by  the  piercing  eyes  of  the  basiUsk, 
and  then  to  bathe  every  part  that  was 
outwardly  visible  with  the  liquid  con- 
tained  in  the  phiah  This  process  dmost 
instantaneously  changed  his  clear  trans- 
parent complexion  into  the  murky  oHve 
characteristic  of  their  tribe,  whilst  his  fine 
dark  eyes  and  richly-curling  hair,  that 
hung  in  ringlets  over  his  forehead,  com- 
pleted  the  deception,  and  stamped  bim  in 
appearance  a  beautiful  gipsy. 

The  old  man,  pleased  either  with  bis 
own  Performance^  or  the  object  before  him, 

regaided 
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regarded  his  young  oonvert  with  a  look  of 
great  oomplacency ;  and  whilst  he  laid  his 
Isand  on  his  head,  in  order  to  look  more 
steidily  in  his  face,  he  pronounced  that, 
from  the  look  of  intelligence  which  beam- 
ed  from  his  eyes,  he  woiild  in  time  become 
en  honour  to  their  profedsion,  and  an  ac* 
quisition  to  their  society. 

But    here  his  majesty  of  the  gipsies 

proved  himself  no  physiognomist,  or  he 

would  not  have  pronounced  the  features 

«f  Fred^ck  Singleton  indicative  of  aught 

withih,  save  ihnocence,  humanity,  quick 

feeling,  and  even  at  his  age  possessing  a 

high  sense  of  honour.  Could  eyes  like  his, 

ßesming  tendemess  and  love,  ever  teem 

with  the  sly  leer  of  low  cunning  ?  could 

ups  that  opened  only  to  utter  the  accents 

of  truth,  ever  be  supposed  ßt  vehicles  for 

&lsehood?  or  could  those  cheeks,.whose 

vivid  oolouring  even  now  peeped  through 

the  dark  hue  which  covered  them,  suffer 

the  mantling  blush  of  shame  to  increase 

their  camation  ?   Lovely  boy,  no ;  he  was 

X  5  no 
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na  flkym^gBomist  tbat  oould  pfOne^Bipe 
tiie  featufes  vhicli  oomposed  thy  exprasr 
sive  ooittrt^iaiaie^  auit  ia  the  disgraosfuji 
mould  a£  ¥illaBy ;  and  no  ChrisÜßn^  tbat 
could  msh,  by  mstilliiig  the  penpii!^^ 
poittm  of  efvil  Qounsel  into  tliy  bosoip»  to 
Dob  tjbiee  of  fty  sweets ;  for^  as  ftp  degi^fil: 
Frenph  author  expr^ss^i^  it, 

hXJq  enfimt^saDiinnoGencft  est  tuie  fl^ar  saut  ^thmJ^ 


CHAPTER  xi\r. 

Besold  our  hero  now  enroUed»  t&ou^ 
jEiot  as  a  T<^u»teer,  iu  the  olive^coloured 
Corps  of  riflemeUf,  and  consideied  by  the 
command^4n-Ghief  as  no  small  aoquisir 
tion  to  the  party ;  notfaing  therefore  in 
bis  opinion  now  remained,  but  the  task  of 
ibitiating  bim  into  the  duties  of  bis  pro- 
lessum«.  This  was  immediately  commenoed 
b^  t^adiing  bim  tbe  cant  language»  iii 

whicb 
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whU^  tliey  generally  expressed  tbemselves 

towarcU  each    other;   then  fidlowed  lis 

jfetiü  ruses  de  guerre  wfaich  they  were  in 

tbe  constant  hahit  of  employing  against 

«very  otber  person ;  this  tbe  Veteran»  who 

^vras  not  altogether  an  faxt  of  Cramptext*s 

f  recise  reasons  for  trepanning  this  child, 

^vrould  render  him  complete ;  and  as  he 

xvas  equally  Ignorant  in  regard  to  his  fu-- 

"^re  disposal»  he  looked  no  further  than 

liis  continüing  a  member  of  their  sodety.. 

Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  difficulty 

t:^  dass  of  people  find  in  rearing  their 

progeny^  through  the  unparalldied  hard-^ 

ships    which.  they  frequently  endure;.  or- 

tiirough  the  wilful  neglect  of  their  parents,. 

is  an  enigma  of  which  the  Solution  is  not 

easy ;  but  it  is  certain  that  this  kind  of 

people  rear  but  few  children,  and  at  this. 

time  there.  were  not  more  than:  two  or 

'      three  belonging  to  the  group  in.  which 

Chance  had  so  blindly  thrown  Frederick.. 

This  was  a  circumstance  that  made  the 

old  man  the  more  desirous  of  rendering; 

K.6  thein- 
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their  young  recruit  fit  for  service,  by  lead* 
ing  him  through  a  course  of  discipline  as 
quick  as  possible;  for  he  judged»  and 
rightly  too,  that  these  young  maraudar^ 
whether  by  their  amusing  tricks,  tales  of 
distress,  or  depredations,  which,  by  their 
activity,  they  are  better  able  to  commit, 
frequently  sücceed  beyond  the  eider  part 
of  the  Community«  To  have  acquired  öne, 
therefore,  so  well  gifted  as  Frederick,  was 
regarded  amongst  them  as  a  windfall  of 
no  common  value ;  whilst,  for  their  own 
sakes,  they  forbore  to  offer  him  any  marks 
of  personal  violence,  for  they  were  not  to 
leam  that "  a  good  countenance  is  a  letter  of 
recommendation,*'  nor  that  children  fre- 
quently obtain  by  their  comeliness  what 
might  have  been  denied  to  their  solicita- 
tions. 

The  time  was  now  arrived  when  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  place  the  young 
stranger  upon  duty.  Frederick,  therefore, 
began  his  gipsy  career  by  having  the 
honourable  post  of  scout  assigned  him ; 

when 
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when  stationed  just  without  the  recess 

that  sheltered  the  gang»  he  gave  notiee  of 

the   few  stragglers    whom  Chance    con* 

ducted  that  way,  whilst  his  predecessors 

'were  now  sent  out  foraging  with  the  rest. 

These  boys,  pleased  with  their  new  com- 

panion»  had  been  very  solicitous  to  obtain 

Iiis  regard,  and  for  that  purpose  had  ex- 

erted  every  nerve  to  obtain  it.    One  was 

«Sesirous  of  teaching  bim  to  dance  the  mon^ 

Itey  hompipe,  whilst  another  volunteered 

t:o  instruct  him  in  singing  a  little  Welsh 

iDallad,  stamping  his  feet  and  clapping  his 

liands  at  the  same  time  in  unison  with  the 

tune,  which  he  fancied  he  performed  to 

^tdmiration.     Thus,  if  Frederick  was  not 

so  accomplished  as  they  wished  him  to 

>)e,  it  was  no  fault  of  his  youthful  com- 

panions. 

Time,  which  seldom  flies  in  vain,  added 
to  the  habit  of  constantly  behoWing  these 
uncouth  people,  had  something  abated 
that  turbuience  of  grief  which  he  had  in- 
dulged  üt  fiie  beginning  of  his  misfor- 

tunes ; 
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tunes;  and whilst it  enabled  faünto  sub« 
mit  to  their  customs  with  fewar  fedings 
of  disgust  and  irritability  than  he  had  at 
ßrst  expari^ioed,  it  oonfiFined  him  in  the 
i^ugnance  he  still  i^t  in  regard  to  oam- 
plying  with  many  of  their  given  instruc- 
tions. 

At  the  mention  of  pilfeiing,.  which  stood 
fojremost  in  their  catalogue  oF  crimes,  Fie» 
dericky  who  had  been  early  taugbt  to  re- 
verenee  the  oommands  of  his  Creator  by 
the  good  and  oonscientious  Mr.  Bonus», 
seemed  to  hear  the  prohibition  of  ^  thou 
shaü  not  stealr  ringing  loudly  in  his 
ears,  whilst  that  of  condescending  to  beg 
created  no  less  Symptoms  of  anger  and 
abhorrence.  Was  he  who  had  been  ac- 
customed,  in  a  manner,  to  command  those 
beneath  him  in  point  of  Situation,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  bestow  with  a  liberal  band 
as  far  as  his  little  means  would  allow— * 
was  he  now  to  be  forced  to  stoop  and  sup- 
pUcate  those  very  inferiors  for  an  alms, 
which  he  had  hitherto  been  accustomed  to 

^ye?: 


bis  s-w4sllingheartatuwered, 
HlgTua-x^t: '  Ijlush  of  wounded 

Oin.    bis  cheek,  and  tfa«  tear 
elio^  ^u  slied  froro  his  eyes— 

sh&lX  «sowtipel  Frederick  Sin- 

tx>  -fcnr^Gt  himself,  as  to  be 
er  leÄTOing  to  beg  or  stea}." 
s  infl-eatifeility  of  character, 
»ver-  e-vix»ced  itself  in  Jotiah 
rbem  called  upon  to  «et  in 
nporta-Tice,  was  stamped  on  the 
is  sorx  ;  9-nd  though  he  had 
nself  to  submit  to  bis  peraecu-  ■ 
,gs  of  T^<^  moment,  he  could  not, 
le  \ia!za.T<i  of  a  severe  flogging, 
ex  -piixiisliraents,  which  the  vin- 
^tamptext,  glad  of  an  excuse  for 
itt  \\is  -vengeance  on  bis  innocent 
\)e  induced  to  do  what  he  knew 
ivtong.  "both  in  a  religious.  sense,  as. 
IS  detogatory  to  the  character  of  a, 
aman. 

ihi3  -way  rolled  the  course  of  time, 

tU  aucceeding  month,  the  young  cap- 

tive 
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tive  ootnpljing  with  tbe  requerts  of  his 
jailon  when  they  amounted  only  to  trifles^ 
but  firmly  resisting  every  thing  whidi 
militated  eSther  against  his  hcmour  or  in- 
tegrity^  now  and  then  making  short  ex- 
cursiöns»  guarded  by  the  dreaded  AmlmMe, 
but  mostiy  staying  widi  the  old  man  at 
home,  when  the  hasty  approach  of  winter 
obfiged  the  gang  to  tfaink  of  changihg 
their  quarters  for  others  more  secure  and 
commodious. 

In  their  present  Situation,  which  was 
held  only  as  a  resort  för  summer,  prind'*' 
pally  on  account  of  its  retirement,  they 
were  much  exposed  to  the  weather;  and 
though  the  butting  rock  jutted  over  tbe 
recess  that  screened  them  sufficiently  to 
afford  protection  from  a  shower  of  nun, 
when  aided  by  their  tents,  still  it  was  not 
calculated  for  them  to  endure  the  rigours 
of  the  ensuing  winter.  Freparatiöns  there- 
fore  for  an  immediate  removal  were  quick- 
ly  put  in  practice»  and  if  the  spot  to  which 
they  meant  to  retire  was  not  so  wildly 

romanti(^ 
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presem      or  so  well  concealed  as  their 

njorec^  *^^^^'    ^*  ^*"^  ^*  ''^^^  rendered 
Äo^f  »pp^^enient  by  affording  them  a  warm 

r^^^dneiit  shelter. 
|u^^    ^*tjs    thi^   retreat  then  the  whole 
WBrdr%^^  tliougl^t  it  necessary  to  set  for- 
itm     '^OTp*^^^  excepted,  who  had  given 

^  ^hat  h^  should  be  absent  for  some 
r'^^h^^  tnucb  t<>  *^^  ^^^^  ^^  Frederick, 
L^*  i^ependenUy  of  the  stripes  with 
^^Iv  fu-  ^wT«*^^  soraetimes  belaboured 
^  ^  tri  nev^^  look  in  bis  face  without 
^^«ncin^  a  tremor  in  every  limb,  and 
^^  t  drea<i  ^^  something  still  worse  to 

^Ä      u  ti:"»^^^^^®^  onward,  Frederick 

>  ^  ^^  crra tifi^  l^y  contemplating  the 
-  J^^  •rriT>^^^''^  scenery  which  burst 
^         ^^        -    ^^irery  step.    Here  a  stupen- 

i»   r^^red  its  lofty  head  to  the 
^^^   ,  .  t  >:*  -fVorn  its  sombre  sides  dashed 


le    «Didlyf^l^^^^  cataract  into  a  glassy 
^      "^    «ÄrJiose  noiseless  course  wound 
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tile  Valley»  &r  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
There  the  proud  Castle,  towering  high  on 
a  solid  düf,  and  frowning  majestically 
even  in  ruins,  met  his  sight ;  whikt  at  its 
base  reposed  the  little  peaceful  viUage, 
whose  white-washed  oottages  glistened  in 
the  beams  of  the  setting  sun,  througfa  the 
rieh  autumnal  tints  by  which  they  were 
surrounded.  Searcely  a  spot  did  the  hap- 
less  hoy  now  traverse,  but  in  some  sligbt 
resemUanee  or  other  brought  to  his  re- 
jnembranee  dear  Myfod  FcUe,  and  with  it 
a  chain  of  recoUectlons,  where  eadi  ea- 
dearing  link  twined  doser  round  his  hearf; 
tili  a  gush  of  silent  tears  eased  his  woe- 
fraught  breast»  and  enabled  him  again  to 
regain  the  mask  of  composure. 

In  this  manner  they  pursued  their  way 
for  several  days,  making  no  particular  stay 
in  the  few  viUages  through  which  they 
were  necessitated  to  pass,  and  only  halting 
by  night,  when  they  pitched  their  tents  in 
tlie  most  obscure  pkces»  tili,  as  the  last 
day  of  their  pilgrimage  was  dosing  in» 

they 


«ecteaa«*,a»in*^^   ^^  lalt^  oppo«1 

calculated  to  «^^5^    *>^^ 

«nd  the  wbole  tri"»^  ^^^  ^«»de« 

to  tlüU  retreat.      ^^j^O  %i[      po^  lej«» 

Tlhe  Situation  %^^^^\^  J,iter  fro«^  ^ 

toa^dnotooly  ^^  ^v^^*^  ^  to  »tt 
thißk-comiBg  ato'^  ^^^L  intrudert  tw 

«udx  ««  abode,  Wl^;^  V^>^  ^p^?  y( 
it  WOU14  not  1»^  ^^%y  ^^•** 
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they  might  have  easy  aooess  to  the  vfl« 
lages  or  hamlets  that  lay  contiguons,  wheii- 
ever  chcnce  or  neoessity  induoed  any  of 
the  gang  to  approach  them. 

But  that  which  was  reckoned  the  great- 
est  advantage  by  these  people,  yielded  tio 
pleasure  to  the  poor  lost  Frederick;  be 
only  beheld  in  these  dreary  cayems  of  the 
earth,  a  dungeon  which  shut  him  out  from 
all  the  World»  and  in  the  seduded  Situa- 
tion» a  farthcr  remove  from  all  he  held 
dear  in  it  At  the  eonnnencment  of  thdr 
route  he  had  indulged  a  hope,  that  he 
might  be  enabled  once  more  to  obtain  a 
sight  of  dear  Myfod  Fale^  if  only  in  pe». 
spective ;  but  that  hope  had  proved  a  foilom 
one»  and  had  died  almost  as  soon  as  it  was 
engendered;  for  he  quickly  understood, 
from  the  conversation  of  the  group»  which 
he  was  now  aUe  to  understand,  that  before 
they  could  reach  their  new  abode,  they 
must  be  under  the  necessity  of  nearly 
erossing  the  prindpality. 

Ccmfined  then  in  a  sequestered  and 

lonesome 
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lonesome  nook,  amidst  the  rocky  and 
mountainous  passes  of  North  Wales,  and 
suffered  to  assodate  only  with  a  set  of 
wretches,  whose  habitual  cunning  and 
watdifulness  rendered  it  iinpossible  for 
him  ^ther  to  escape,  or  in  any  way  make 
the  cruelty  of  his  Situation  known»  can 
it  be  wondered  at,  that  the  little  fortitude 
which  he  had  hitherto  possessed  should 
forsake  him  ?  Again  he  drooped,  and  the 
heavy  and  fixed  eye  became  indicative  of 
what  passed  within,  whilst  the  mouth, 
parched  with  grief  and  agitation,  refused 
to  admit  a  suffident  degree  of  sustenanoe 
for  Support ;  a  languor  o^pt  through  his 
trembUng  frame,  which  ended  in  his  be- 
Coming  the  vktim  of  a  slow,  nervous 
fever. 

In  this  State  of  painful  existence,  Fre- 
derick passed  the  winter  months,  during 
which  he  had  scarcely  stirred  firom  the 
cavems,  when  the  time  not  devoted  to 
sleep  had  been  chiefly  passed .  in  the  so- 
dety  of  the  old  man,  women,  and  children. 

From 
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Fiom  fb^sei  individinUy  he  hdd  llotkii]^ 
ta  oomplam  of ;  thej  oondudied  themsdyes 
towards  him  in  tbe  same  way  they  did  tb 
each  otber»  tfaat  i»  to  say»  they  let  him 
albne.  In  this  interval  tilie  want  of  some- 
thing  by  way  of  employment,  for  ittsipid 
indeed  is  life,  at  whateirer  period  of  esäst- 
ence»  withoat  some  commendable  ptursuif^ 
had  been  heavily  feit  by  the  poor  invalid^ 
who  had  hitherto  delighted  in  his  studi» 
atsdiool»  and  had  pursued  them  with 
equal  avidity.  Books^  of  course,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  mm  to  attain,  and  any 
athletic  amusement,  in  the  weak  State  in 
wfaieh  he  was,  he  Was  altogetber  unequal 
to ;  all  therefore  that  remained  for  him  by 
way  of  amusemenfi,  was  to  write  in  ä 
small  pocket-book,  the  gift  of  his  uiKde 
whcfti^  he  went  Ürst  to  Bt.  Amands^  and 
which,  being  of  no  value  to  any  of  the 
tribe,  as  they  durst  not  dispose  of  it  for 
fear  of  disoovery,  had  been  quietly  left  in 
his  possession.  In  this  valued  gift  then 
it  was  bis  only  solace  to  insert  the  nameis, 

and 
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and  places  of  residence  of  his  uncle,  his 
&ther»  and  all  whom  he  loved  and  re- 
membered  with  regret,  tili  the  pencil, 
unfortunately  in  the  present  case,  not 
being  a  charmed  one»  was  soon  wom  out 
in  tlüs,  to  him,  interestmg  Service,  when 
he  was  obliged  to  desist  front  his  melan- 
choly  employment  But  altbough  the 
pendl  had  gradually  disappeared,  the  pre« 
[  o&aw  book  with  its  contents  had  not»  and 
he  still  eherished  it  as  abeloved  mementa 
next  to  his  heart 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


Spring^  in  all  his  gay  attire,  was  now 
hastily  advancing  to  renovate  drooping 
nature,  by  scattering  blossoms  as  he  passed, 
when  the  ears  of  the  few  inhabitants  who 
were  stationary  in  the  caverns,  were  sud- 
denly  saluted  by  the  soand  of  distant 
voices,  which  the  breeze,  at  intervals»  bore 
louder  and  deeper  towards  them. 

Surprised  at  so  unusual  an  incident»  the 
whole  party  ran  out  in  order  to  listen 
more  attentively,  when  the  sound  ap- 
peared  to  approach  rapidly  nearer,  and 
what  was  more,  to  issue  from  the  Ups  of 
persons  gaily  laughing  and  talking  to- 
gether.  At  first  it  was  supposed  that 
something  extraordinary  had  occurred  to 
occasion  the  retum  of  their  own  friends 
thus  unexpectedly ;  bat  whence  the  noise 

and 
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^d  tumult,  so  contrary  to  tlieir  usual 
mode  of  conduct,  and  what  could  havc 
happened  tlius  to  collect  them  all  in  a 
body  ?  were  questions  that  rapidly  passed 
among  them;  whilst  a  few  minutes  suf- 
ficed  to  put  an  end  to  all  conjecture  on 
tfae  subject,  by  displaying  the  gay  stream- 
€fs  and  scarlet  coats  of  a  number  of  soldiers, 

who  came, 

**  With  tongues  all  loudoess,  and  with  eyes  all  luirth,** 

within  a  few  yards  of  their  concealment. 
These,  with  a  smaU  number  of  recruits, 
had  just  crossed  over  from  Ireland,  and 
were  now  on  their  way  to  join  the  regi- 
ment  Into  which  they  had  been  drafted  for 
foreign  service ;  when,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  nearer  cut  to  the  little  town  where  they 
hoped  to  be  billetted  fbr  the  night,  they 
had  been  directed  down  this  narrow  lane, 
fiom  whence,  by  crossing  the  open  coun- 
try,  they  might  again  attain  the  high 
road  from  which  they  had  been  led  to  de- 
viate. 
VOL.  I.  L  The 
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e  sudden  appearance  of  such  unex- 
1  guests  could  not  fail  to  throw  the 
party  into  great  disorder,  not  being 
>  conjecture  the  moti  ve  for  their  visit ; 
t  first  they  feit  rather  doubtful,  as  to 
■opriety  of  concealing  themselves  tili 
truders  had  passed  by,  but  recoUect- 
hat  some  outward  signs,  even  if 
hemselves  had  remained  unobserved, 
have  betrayed  them,  they  deter- 
[  at  once  to  banish  fear  by  Standing 
jround. 

the  party  advanced,  the  scouts  began 
their  usual  kind  of  yelping  cry  to 
>n  for  a  halfpenny,  whilst  the  rest 
j  tribe,  Frederick  excepted,  seemed 
employed  behind ;  but  he,  at  theap- 
1  of  the  strangers,  had  almost  uncon- 
ly  rushed  forward,  as  if  actuated  by 
lessed  hope  of  delivery,  tili  encoun- 
the  Stern  gaze  of  Anibrose,  when 
tifited,  he  again  drew  back,  and  fear- 
shewing  himself,  retired  despairingly 
jis  sight. 

The 
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The  soldiers,  on  perceiving  the  gipsies 
in  so  sequestered  a  spot,  drew  up»  and,  as 
if  with  one  aocord,  made  a  halt,  in  order 
to  reocmnoitre,  when  the  superior  in  com- 
mand,  by  way  of  entering  upon  a  conver- 
sation  with  them,  demanded  if  the  path 
which  they  were  then  pursiiing  would  con- 
duct  them  to  the  place  where  they  expected 
to  abide  for  the  night  ?  Being  answered 
in  the  afiirmative,  a  further  parley  quickly 
^sued,  when  some  of  the  poor  fellows 
being  thirsty  with  their  march,  deinanded 
of  them  a  draught  of  water.  Tfais  request 
was  willingly  complied  with,  when,  in 
oider  to  have  a  double  enjoyment  of  rest, 
and  a  refreshing  beverage  at  the  same 
time,  many  of  the  party  threw  themselves 
on  the  ground,  mingling  indiscriminately 
with  the  tattered  groiip  before  them.  In 
a  few  moments,  as  neither  party  stood 
mach  upon  ceremony,  the  laugh  and  joke 
went  round,  whilst  some  of  the  females, 
who  pretended  to  be  gifbed  wüh  the  art 
of  divination,  offered  to  fowtell  their  fu- 

L  3  ture 
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ture  destiny,  whether  they  would  retum 
from  the  wars»  ^  head  whde  and  beart 
whGle,**  if  they  would  asost  tbe  charm  by 
Crossing  their  hands  with  a  tiifle,  winkt  the 
men  made  themselves  familiär  witii  the 
neW'Comers,  andshewedthemselvesequatty 
expert  in  the  art  of  extracting. 

A  large  party  of  the  soldiers  had  now 
completely  surrounded  Amhrose^  some  of 
them  regarding  him,  from  his  roiseraUe 
appearance,  as  a  fit  subject  to  erack  their 
jokes  upon,  whilst  others  pestered  him 
with  questions  as  to  how  and  where  he  be- 
camesomaimed  and  disfigured  in  hisperscm? 
questions  which»  for  potent  reasons,  Am- 
brose did  not  tbink  proper  to  answer,  and 
easily  passed  ofif  with  a  ]ittle  of  the  gipsy 
slang,  whieh  was  equally  satis&ctory. 

Frederick,  during  the  scene,  had  agäin 
crawled  to  the  entrance  of  the  cave,  wben 
he  caught  the  attention  of  a  mild,  inteOi- 
gent-looking  young  man,  who  appeared 
to  regard  his  weak  and  emaciated  tartn 
•with  a  look  that  bespoke  in  bim  both 

sympathy 
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-^tV^y  ^"^^^  d  com  "passion,  and  obsorvir 

^^  stc^^^ii^gj    silently  down  his  chee 

tViC  disci.^j:>pointment  of  his  new-rais< 

V^g   str-ija^ik    coldly    on  his  heart,    tl 
^a&  ix^cj^uired  if^  be  had  long  been  ill 
/L  ßii^g^^      affirmative,  uttered  in  a  tr 
^^^s  torEc?,  was  tlic  only  reply. 

"^  The  p^ty  *"«  soldier  then  rummaged 
•  «ecket»,  and  coUecting  a  few  halfpenc 

yi\8\>^     rxtccl    tViem   to  Frederick,  who 
^^  ^^      «ovit     tliem    back  with  one  han 
Yuasw    ^  ^y^  \\\&  otlier  he  grasped  the  har 
'^^  ang^r,    at  the  same  time  lookir 

ctfi^     to  comtrwinicate,  whcn  the  cid  ma 
^^^^A  v\\y    approaching,  commanded   hii 
s^^    ^^Y\    Viia    pipe.     The  appeal  which  \ 
^     ndeü  to  liave  made  was  here  broker 
^     v/ords  wViicb  he  wished  to  have  utte 
X^o^H  died    upon  his  tongue,  and  fea 

WV  ^oos^^ß   ^^  '^^"^  which  he  had  s 
auetVy  seized,  he  retired  silenüy  into  th 

(^nduct   so  extraordinary  as  this  er 

L  8  gage 
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gaged  the  attention  of  the  yoang  man, 
who  oontinued  to  sit  with  his  eye  fixed 
upon  the  entrance  ivhere  Frederick  had 
disapp^ured,  ruminating  upon  tlie  ciream- 
stanee,  and  watching  for  bis  retum.  In  a 
few  minutes  the  persecuted  boy  was  again 
visible,  beoring  the  dkigy  tobaeoo-pipe 
to  its  no  less  dingy  owner,  when,  having 
deliv«^  it,  he  a^n  slowly  crept  towards 
the  stranger,  and  carefuUy  looking  round» 
as  if  eager  to  avoid  Observation,  he  thnist. 
a  sniaU  pieee  of  folded  paper  iirta  his. 
hand,  and  immeduitely  disappeared. 

The  young  soldier,  however  surprised 
by  so  srngular  a  proceeding  in  the  poor 
sickly-looking  bc^  befcare  hioi,  possessed 
the  presence  of  mind^  as  well  as  a  suf-^ 
iicient  degree  of  humanity,  not  to  expose 
him  by  offering  any  comments  on  the 
transaction,  or  to  suffer  the  paper,  thus 
secretly  Gonfided  to  bis  care,  let  the  Con- 
tents be  what  they  migfat,  to  be  discover- 
ed :  carefully  then  depositing  it  in  his 
podcet,  it  rested  there  in  perfect  security, 

tiU 
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^   ^e  should  g^ve  him  an  opportunity 
A^^^^g  ^^  content«. 

^es  Cuthbert,  the  name  by  wbich 

. '     ^^\mg  doldier  here  mentioned  was  dis- 

^^^^•hed,  ivas  doomed  very  early  in  life 

^^^^^r   perseeution,   and  had  thereby» 

^  ^^^rne  phrases  it,  learned  m^ty.    His 

P^^^^^^ts^  whoin  passion,  not  pradenoe,  had 

unit^^^  were  l3oth  descendants  of  sinldng 

&aä.\^^e8:  the    one  nearly  ruined  by  ocm* 

toAing  withi     the  &st-clenched  gripe  of 

^^    law     tlie     other  overwhelmed  by  a 

♦is&\x^  of  csX^Toltie^  whicb,  by  being  un- 

fbceseen  c»ul<i  i^ot  be  prevented.   Charles 

vraa  the  first  fVtti*  of  this  ill-starred  iinion^ 

^^d  until  he    ^vvas  six  years  of  age^  the 

^^%ht  of  roisfortune,  which  seemed  sus- 

l^^ded  over  1^*^  *^^^  ^y  heritage,  trem- 

^^^  in  the    a^^*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  sword  over 

"the  head  of^    ^-^^^  tyrant,   every  moment 

^'^reatening      **^^    destruetion,    when,   no 

"'^^gerable  t^  hold  its  equilibrium,  itfell^ 

2^ith  its  füll    ^orce,  and  crushed  him  to 

©arth. 
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The  authors  of  his  birth,  who,  in  tbe 
heyday  of  their  youth,  alive  only  to  the 
present,  and  recklessofthefutiire,thought 
it  a  fine  trait  of  philosophy  to  set  care 
and  the  advice  of  their  friends  at  de- 
fiance,  had  long  drooped  under  the  hör* 
rors  with  whieh  the  phantoni  Poverty  as- 
saiied  them ;  and  as  theirs  was  not  a  match 
founded  on  the  broad  basis  of  esteein, 
which  might  have  enabled  them  to  stem 
the  torrent  of  adversity  by  rautually  sup- 
porting  eaeh  other,  it  soon  overwhelmed 
them,  when  discord  stepped  in  to  plunge 
them  still  deeper  in  misery  by  her  light- 
ed  torch — a  torch  which  Separation  alonc 
could  now  extinguish. 

Driven  then  from  his  home,  and  in* 
duced  by  a  series  of  never-ending  dispiites 
and  bitter  revilings  to  turn  his  back  upon 
a  family  he  wanted  means  to  siipport, 
poor  Cuthbert,  like  many  others  in  sinü- 
lar  situations,  had  no  better  resouree  than 
a  scarlet  coat  and  a  miisket.  These  af- 
forded  him  bread  and  employment,  things 

of 
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of  HO  small  oonsequence  in  the  scale  of 
existence ;  and  as  a  kind  of  sal vo  for  his 
wounded  pride,  he  could  boast  of  the  loy- 
alty  he  owed  his  sovereign,  and  the  zeal 
with  which  he  had  stepped  forth  to  ofier 
his  Services,  ^  when,  from  the  exigency  of 
the  times^  they  were  the  most  needed. 

The  deserted  wife,  at  first  freed  from 
the  presence  of  her  husband»  deemed  her- 
seif alike  freed  from  the  troubles  and  vex- 
ations  which  had  beset  her  since  her  un- 
fortunate  marriage,  and  which  she  foolish- 
ly  attributed  to  his  mismanagement.  But, 
das!  in  this  case  the  liberty  which  she  so 
ardently  coveted  came  unattended  with- 
its  usual  blessing,  independence.  Herself 
and  children,  for  she  had  one  still  younger 
than  Charles,  were  now  to  be  siipported 
by  the  labour  of  her  own  hands ;  and  as 
industry  had  never  been  the  forte  of  Mrs. 
Cuthbert,  this  she  found  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult  to  accomplish.  Short  allowance  be- 
gan  to  creep  in,  deprivation  followed  de- 
privation^  and  the  consequence  of  want- 

l5  in^ 
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Qg  food  was  soon  fbllowed  by  that  ot 
iFanting  clotbes ;  whilst  the  most  yaluabte 
ind  portable  articles  in  her  hoase  soon 
bund  their  way  to  the  pawnbrokers,  from 
irhtfence  they  never  retumed,  and  w&pe 
hus  lost  for  ever.  But  why  follow  min 
tep  by  Step,  through  the  rapid  move- 
nents  by  which  she  conducts  her  rictims 
o  dtestruction?  why  describe  the  path 
hat  leads  but  to  despair  ?  SufBce  it  to 
ay,  that  young,  faandsome,  her  prospects 
n  lifb  all  broken,  her  dearest  ties  dis- 
olved,  an  outeast  from  society,  the  un- 
lappy  victim  of  imprudence  feil, 

''  And  like  a  iily  drooping, 
Slie  bow'd  her  head  and  died/' 

10  matter  how,  under  the  woes  that  op- 
)ressed  her. 

From  this  period,  Charles  Cuthbert  and 
lis  brother  became,  in  every  sense  oi  the 
vord,  orp/ians.  Their  father  having  bsen 
Irafted  into  a  regiment  destined  for  the 
Säst  Indies,    none  knew,   after  a  time, 

whether 
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^Yietberöfe   'v^-aa  alive  ordead,  for  th< 

that  hoA  ^it:V»«rto  Tbottnd  him  to  his  fai 

^Kiing   ^     '^"KMÜely      snapped  asunder, 

deemed  n<>  c>%ber  o£*    sufficient  strengt] 

«ttflcl^  ^Vtsci    to  »ny     o*^®  ^"  England ; 

intettigen^»^^   therei<>re,  had  ever  beei 

cdved  to    ■^arranl:      l»is  existenc^  an 

was  ß^J^^tally  l^elie'ved  by  the  few 

interest^^   theaiselves  in  his  fate,  tha 

was  no  longer  an  inlia^tarit  of  this  su 

nary  ^«ij>^j      X^li^^  parentless,  his  sur 

^8  ^^Udren   we»e    ^^^  to  God  and 

^^t-'^^^rldfor  pix>tection. 

^V,  which  wiore  or  less  actuates  ei 
^"^^»•ovis  bosom,-  »"**  ^»«^'^  forms  an 
"^^^^  quality  towards  the  true  Chris 
^**^cter  at  this  tooching  period,  was 

"^^4  wanting  *"  ^^^  ^^^^  °f  * 
''•^»ongst  tbe  br»«»^*^^  °^  t^^^""  ™ot* 
^'^^^^ily,  who  m»d«  *"  ^^^'^  tovrards  t 

^^Ppon  But  it  ^^  ^  ^^^"^  <*"*y  5  * 
^^tts  «>uld  not  keep  pace  with  their 
f^^'^olent  desigos  ;  ^^^^  indinations  y 
^**^ered  abortiv^*    «»»d  the  poor  chUd 
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after  being  buffetted  about  from  one  oom*- 
pässionating  relative  to  another,  as  thejr 
each  found  them  too  great  a  burthen  to 
Support,  were  at  length  consigned  to  the 
only  receptacle  that  could  afford  them 
shelter,  viz.  the  Orphan  Asylum. 

Here,  mingled  indiscriminately  with 
an  hundred  little  sufiering  ereatures  as 
unfortunate  as  himself,  poor  Charles,,  who 
was  just  of  an  age  to  feel  not  only  the 
deprivation  of  the  parents  he  had  so  early 
lost,  and  whom  he  was  continually  calling 
to  Ins  remembrance,  but  the  galling  hu- 
miliation  also  to  which  he  was  exposed, 
seldom  held  up  bis  head,  and  was  ne-^ 
ver  seen  to  smile;  a  gloomy  pensive- 
ness  had  taken  possession  of  his  counte- 
nance;  and  that  brow^  which  at  his  tender 
age  should  have  been  fair  and  open, 
aeeoied  already  contracted  by  the  un- 
bending  starap  of  misery  and  care.  Still 
the  sorrowing  boy  did  not  complain :  he 
knew  eomplaint  was  useless;  br  if  the 
griefs  of  his  littlie  heart  had  been  too 

mighty 
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mighty  fbr  ooncealment,  to  whom  could 
be  have  confided  them,  whilst  he  imagined 
himself  Standing  alone  in  the  world  ? 
what  were  relations  or  those  denominated 
iriends  to  him^  he  argued,  that  could 
thus  consign  his  helpless  infancy  to  a 
parish  ?  Why,  nothing ;  and  all  that  re- 
mained  for  him  to  do  was  to  nurse  his 
griefs,  and  brood  over  them  in  silence. 

For  six  years,  the  time  stipulated  for  his 
becoming  a  free  denizen  of  the  world,  he 
merely  vegetated  like  a  stinted  shrub, 
half  withered  in  its  growth,  for  want  of 
air  and  nourishment,  when,  aecording  to 
the  rules  of  the  establishment,  he  was  to 
be  made  over  to  whomsoever,  for  a  paltry 
stipend,  would  take  the  care  of  him.  But 
this,  however  politic  the  measure,  did  not 
seem  a  plan  likely  to  succeed,  in  the  pre- 
sent  instance,  no  one  seeming  disposed  to 
be  troubled  with  so  puny  a  boy ;  and  for 
some  time  the  future  fate  of  Charles  Cuth- 
bert  remained  undetermined,  when  a  but- 
cher,  tempted  by  the  allowance,  however 

small» 
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small,  that  was  to  accompany  hün,  tbougbt 
he  could  not  be  much  burt  if  he  did  Uke 
the  8keleton  of  a  tbing,  to  belp  to  drive  up 
bis  fat  eattle  for  tbe  slaugbter»  and  per- 
fwm  otber  mental  offices^  as  occasion  might 
fequire  in  tbe  &mily. 

Tbis  arrangement  cut  deeper,  as  bis  mas- 
ter  tbe  butcber  would  bave  said,  tbrougb 
the  beart  of  poor  Charles  than  all  the 
rest ;  for  be  bad  taugbt  bimself  to  look 
forward  to  .  bis  emancipation  from  the 
Asylum,  with  a  degree  of  hope  that  the 
bbange,  wbatever  it  might  be,  must  even^ 
tually  be  productive  of  something  better ; 
but,  as  he  rested  bis  eye  on  tbe  brutal 
aspect  of  bis  future  master,  and  listened  to 
the  loud  dissonant  tones  of  bis  voice,  hia 
heart  sunk  witbin  bim;  and  the  cherub 
hope,  which  bad  hitherto  flapped  her  ex» 
panded  wings  over  him,.  now  fled  for  ever- 

To  follow  tbis  poor  and  unfortunate  boy 
tbrougb  a  series  of  hardships  whicb  he 
was  still  fated  to  endure,  would  be  super- 
fluous ;  it  is  sufficient  to  obsarve,  that  with 

the 
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\jgiC&\iUyws  an«!  mough  language  wl 


Bir» 


ue  • — 

^  lecavea.    froro    1»»«    inaster,  came  £ 

exetckae,  ax&d  ^ood  living—a  remun 

^onsut&cient  *<>  coxTap«nsate  for  the  e 

^^Äc\4  «««aed    lairo  5    and  that  the  pi 

«  s^LeVetOYx  of  a    Ix^y "     ''^^  *oon  k»t  i 

^\,\iealt:\iy,  ^ell-loo^^»"«  young  man. 

dtikä  t:\\e  sitaa.t:ioi^    of  Charles  Cuthl 

vras  e^^^Ung   Vdi     -fclie    extreme.     Onee 

i      twice,  >&pon  his  firs't  eutrance  into  tbis 

nnly,  P»oit^  ^  ^Vte  little  knowledge  be  1 

acquired  ^^  ^^^  j^sylwm,  he  made  an  efl 

t(>  keep  i^   ^        l^y   -producing  his  stock 

J°*^''  Siven    bii»    *^'  *hat  purpose,  oi 

Sanday  evening-        ^"*  ?<»»■  Charies's  s 

dies  wei^  quiclcljr    ended,  for  his  mast 

whohaa  a    ««ttarsJ  antipathy  to  leam« 


-   «*    «i«*- antipathy  to  leamu 

Part'coJart^  i„  a  nnenial,  said  it  served  i 
"®  «üti^l^  gooa,  only  to  make  people  1 
^®  ^^ey  y^ctre  »W  "I»n  an  equality  wi 
^  othe».  .  and  t*»»*  ^r  his  part,  he  che 
«>knovp.  wIjj,  vvas  master  in  his  house,  ai 
^ho  Was  s^rvaot  ;  which  was  not  alwa 
tne  case  Av^^ere  tbe  one  thought  himself 
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wise  as  the  other,  because  he  had  learned 
to  read ;  when  seizing  the  said  books,  he 
sent  them  as  an  additional  pile  to  augment 
fais  kitchen  fire ;  thus  depriving  the  poor 
fellow  of  the  only  thing  that  could  bave 
lightened  the  burthen  under  which  he  sa 
heavily  groaned. 

Three  more  years  moved  heavily  on, 
every  hour  tempting  him  to  put  an  end  to 
bis  slavery,  by  endeavouring  to  effeet  bis 
escape,.  whUe  he  was  as^  oonstanüy  hekl 
back  from  making  the  attempt  by  the  fear 
of  detection,  when  the  ta^ium  of  his  life 
was  a  little  enlivened  by  the  animating. 
Sounds  of  a  drum  and  fife,  which  a  gay  re- 
cruiting  party  had  introduced  into  the 
village.  Although  Charles  had  not  been. 
allowed  to  use  bis  eyes  at  discretioi^,  his 
dogmatical  master  could  not  prevent  his 
making  use  of  his  ears,  when  the  sprightly 
airs  of  the  enlivening  fife,  to  which  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  listening,  roused  a  desire. 
in  his  bosom  to  reap  some  of  those  laureis 
which  he  understood,  by  the  florid  speech 

of 
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of  the  seij^aht,  had  been  so  frequently 
gathered  by  his  couDtrymen  in  foreign 
lands.  **  Besides/'  he  questioned  withiii 
himseli^  "  would  it  not  be  better  for  me 
to  serve  the  king  than  the  tyrant  to  whom 
I  am  now  subject?  His  majesty  would 
certainly  be  the  better  master  of  the  two ; 
and  as  to  country,"  he  added — 

**  The  universal  sun 

Confines  not  to  one  land  his  biessed  beamsy 
Nor  is  man  routed  Jike  a  tree,  whuse  beed 
The  wiiids  or  soiue  ungenial  soil  liuve  cust 
There  \vherc  it  cannot  prosper." 

All  therefore  was  alike  to  him  in  his 
isolated  State ;  he  was  a  "  Citizen  of  the 
World,"  and  must  therefore  endeavour  to 
öiake  the  best  of  his  way  through  it. 

In  this  fi-ame  of  mind,  Charles  soon  ar- 

gued    himself   into  a  determination    of 

'ifJounting  a  cockade,  and  decarnping  with 

the  party  when  they  should  be  ready  to 

depart.    This  he  accoraplished  as  secretly 

^^  possible,  in  order  to  avoid  the  lynx-eye 

Of  suspicion ;  and  ere  his  master  had  well 

missed 
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missed  him,  the  object  of  his  yengeanee 
was  far  away,  safe  alike  from  his  seardi 
and  meditated  acts  of  violenoe. 

At  the  present  period^  Charles  Cut^« 
bert  had  been  some  time  in  the  armjr ;  and 
although  he  had  made  his  first  campaign 
in  a  foreign  country,  and  suflEered,  in  com- 
mon with  many  others,  innumerable  hard- 
ships,  he  still  congratulated  himself  on  the 
exchange  he  had  efiected,  and  never  once 
feit  a  wish  to  return  to  the  post  from 
which  he  had  so  adroitly  escaped.  Here, 
in  spite  of  hard  duty  and  strict  subordi- 
iiatiön^  from  which  there  was  no  appeal, 
he  still  found  many  leisure  hours,  which 
he  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  his  mind; 
and  as  nature  had  gifted  him  with  a  feel- 
ing  and  generous  heart,  rendered  still  more 
tender  by  the  persecution  he  had  under- 
gone,  a  conquered  enemy  had  never  oeca- 
sion  to  complain  of  experiencing  unneces- 
sary  rigour  at  his  hands ;  nor  an  object  of 
distress  came  under  his  eye,  without  his 
afibrding  them  relief  and  consolation. 

It 
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It  was  no  wonder  then,  with  a  beart 
and  disposition  so  irauglit  with  the  milk 
of  human  kindness,  that  Charles  Cuthbert 
sbould  so  instantaneously  distinguish  the 
speaking  anguish  portrayed  in  the  coun- 
tenance  of  Frederick  Singleton,  and  so 
immediately  comply  with  the  means  which 
he  guessed  were  most  likely  to  procure 
him  relief ;  and  while  he  pocketed  the 
jscrap  of  paper  so  secretly  conveyed  to  him, 
and  buckied  on  bis  knapsaek,  in  order  to 
pursue  bis  joumey,  he  breathed  a  fervent 
wish  that  it  might  be  in  bis  power, 
thougb  how  he  knew  not,  to  procure  bim 
that  consolation  which  the  poor  invalid 
«eemed  so  evidently  to  require. 


END  OF  VOL.  I. 
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CHAPTER  L 


AMONGST  the  race  of  human  beings, 
b  there  one  that  has  not,  at  some  period  or 
other  of  their  lives,  experienqed  that  sick- 
ness  of  the  heart  which  arises  from  hope 
deferred — 

*^  Delusive  Ilope,  thnt  poiiits  to  di«tant  good» 
To  ;.^ood  that  mocks  appraach"— 

and  yet  who  can  prevail  upon  himself  to 
banish  the  sweet  deluder  from  his  bosom  ? 
Who  but  she,  the  only  blessing  left  for 
man  amidst  innumerable  ills,  will  smooth 
his  passage  to  the  tomb,  whibt  she  cpm- 
VOL.  n.  B  forts 
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forts  the  departing  saint  with  whispen  €3€ 
a  blessed  immortality  beyond  it  ? 

This  sickness  of  the  heart,  so  insepar- 
able  from  suffering  humaiiity,  fbr  a  loi^ 
time  pervaded  the  bosom  of  sir  Hugfa  Sin- 
gleton, threatening  the  total  derangranoit 
of  bis  nervous  System.  Week  had  suc- 
ceeded  week,  and  month  roUed  over  month, 
but  no  tidings  of  the  lost  sheep  had  yet 
reached  bis  ears ;  and  he,  in  concert  with 
the  rest  of  the  family,  had  almost  given  up 
tbe  ho|)e  of  ever  beholding  Frederick  agahk 
The  blow  whicfa  she  reeeived,  in  being 
tJuis  unaccountably  deprived  of  her  son, 
streck  heavily  on  the  heart  of  Mrs.  Single- 
ton; butintiniesheleamedtoconsoleLer« 
selfi  and  endeavoured  to  console  her  hus- 
band  also,  by  sonie  of  her  trite  observa- 
tions. — "  Why  should  we  continue  to 
gi-ieve?''  added  she — "  when  a  thing  is 
done,  it  cannot  be  undone/ — and  it  is  a 
foUy  to,meet  misfortune  half-way — beside» 
\yho  knows  what  Uiek  we  may  have  in  dis- 
covering  him  after  all,  for  *  while  there  is 
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Ufe,  there  is  hope ;'  and  «otbing  sliall  per*- 
suade  me  that  he  is  dead ;  ^nd  if  we  can 
but  once  have  him  again«  '  safe  Iniftl  safb 
find,'  shall  in  future  be  iny  motto.** 

These  barangues,  to  qiiote  another  phrase 
of  Mrs.  Singleton's,  ^'wentinatoneearand 
out  of  the  otber/   without  maklng  the 
wished-for  impression  on  Josiah»  whose  un- 
derstanding  was  rather  of  too  solid  a  nature 
to  be  convinced  by  stich  frivciloas  Argu- 
ments.   He  had  been  nouch  shocked  by  the 
late  oceurrence,  and  deeply  lamented  the 
loss  of  bis  son,  on  more  accoonts  than  one — 
first,  as  it  regarded  his  own  paternal  feel- 
ings ;  for  unnatural  jndoed  must  that  pa- 
tent be  who  is  callous  to  the  welfare  of  his 
Own  oflFspring ;  and  secondly,  as  to  the  in- 
fluence  which  Frederick  possessed  over  the 
^^ections  of  his  uncle,  whose  fortune  he 
liad  no  doubt,  and  what  still  weighed  hea- 
Vier  in  the  scale  of  worJdly  wisdom,  the 
^itle   also,  would  in  tinie  have  -devolved 
Upon  him.     This,  as  be  had  now  ^n  in- 
x^ease  of  family  to  share  his  own  substance, 

s  S  independent 
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Midependent  of  the  ehild  in  questicfn,  he 
tlKHight  a  very  desirable  öbj€ct  to  contem- 
pkte  in  perspective;  and  he  therefbre 
«doiibly  regretted  the  melaneholy  catas« 
treibe,  wbi^h,  by  depriving  him  o£  bis  son, 
might,  by  aome  fortuitous  event— fcwr  wbo 
eould  say  that  b»  brother,  sir  Hugb,  being 
bereft  ofhis  greatest  solace,  in  losing  Fre- 
deriek,  might  not  be  tempted  to  mairy  ? 
and;  in  that  case  his  fiimily  would  not  only 
be  diepnved  of  a  large  accession  of  wealth, 
bot  would  experience  a  decrease  of  conse- 
qtrenee  also. 

These  melaneholy  reflections,  like  the 
triste  whisperings  of  some  evil  genii, 
ti^ubled  the  repose  of  Josiah  Singleton 
night  and  day ;  and  he  left  no  means  unes* 
sayed  to  remove  them,  by  using  every  ef- 
fert  in  his  |X)wer  for  the  restoration  of  his 
son.  The  coiintry  was  immediately  scoured 
for  miles,  every  inquiry  set  on  foot,  that 
was  at  all  likely  to  elucidate  the  mysterious 
transaction,  and  an  ample  reward  offer- 
ed  to  M'homsoever  should  find  and  bring 

back 
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back  the  wanderer ;  büt  hitherto  without 
effect :  and  all  that  now  remained  for  the 
brothers,  was  to  offer  to  each  other  that 
consolation  of  which  they  both  stood  in 
need. 

In  this  sombreframeofmind,  sirHugh 

Singleton  found  it  impossible  to  apply  to^ 

any  of  his  favourite  pursuits.    His  garden 

lay  neglected,  for  that  reminded  him  too 

fordbly  of  the  lively  activity  of  his  regret- 

ted  nephew,  who,  when  at  home,  was  his 

constant  attendant  in  this  department ;  it 

therefore  now  possessed  no  attractions  for 

the  sorrowing  baronet.     Beading  fatigued 

bim ;  besides,  he  frequently  found  it  diffi- 

cult  to  appreciate  the  contents  of  the  vo- 

lume  beibre  him,  when  his  imagination 

^as   H^andering  far  away  upon  different 

sub/eef^ .  and  as  to  his  darling  antiquities^ 

*^  ^elt  ^  if  he  should  loathe  the  sight  of 

^  ^iJjan  vöse,  and  hate  the  very  name  of 

^lan^"^^^'  as  long  as  he  Kved. 
<0      hat  resources  then  eould  a  mind, 
*^^       ^^^X  witb  itself,  fly,  in  Order  to  ob- 
^^  B  3  tain 
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tain  relief  ftom  the  demon  enrndf  which 
no.w  nofoveSbly  possessed  it  ?  what,  but  to 
rimUe  amidst  scenes  of  desolation,  that 
were  in  unis^n  with  the  discord  that  reign* 
e.1  within?  and  the  falling  rums  of  the  old 
Castle,  where  he>  could  listen  to  tlie  wind 
as  it  moaned'  at  intervals  throiigfa  the  in- 
terstices  created  by  the  creeping  inroads  of 
ttme,  and  faney  it  sytnpathized  in  his  grief^ 
by  y ielding  bim  sigh  for  sigh,  could  alone 
fu  rnish  bim  coiwolation .  Here,  afler  wan- 
dering  one  dsjr  as  usual,  amongst  its  tot- 
teri  ng  battlements,  musing  upoii  the  un- 
towanT  drcumstance  that  had  thus  given 
a  difierent  colouring  to  every  thingaround 
him,.  chance  conducted  bim  into  the  dilapi- 
dated:  apartmeat,  where  stood  the  wonn- 
eaten  trunk,  wbose  lid,  still  open  as  he  him- 
self  had  left  it,reminded  bim  of  the  long- 
tbrg^tten  manuscript  which  he  had  drawn 
from  its  dust}»^  conceahnent. 

The  mindof  sir  Hugh  Singleton  having 
long  been  attuned  to  woe,  he  feit  that  he 
could  now  doubly  sympathize  with  every 

cbild 
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child  of  misfortune  that  daimed  his  pity ; 
and  as  he  cast  his  eyes  round  the  humid 
walls  of  this  long-forsaken  abode»  he  could 
not  help  aposttx)phizing  aloud  its  former 
imaginary  possessor. — *'  Poor  sufFerer !"  he 
exclaimedy  '*  thy  woes  were  doubtless  much 
more  poignant  than  mine;  but  however 
deeply  they  were  inflieted,  thy  pure  spirit, 
breaking  its  earthly  thraldom,  hath  fled 
beyond  them ;  nor  can  it  now  avail  thee 
to  know  that  there  is  a  heart,  which,  feel- 
ing  for  thy  calamities»  can  shed  the  tear  of 
commiseration  over  thy  memory.^ 

With  a  mind  fully  occupied  by  the  mi- 

series  of  the  supposed  recUise,  sir  Hiigh 

ilow  left  the  ruins,  and  retraced  his  steps 

to  the  Vale,  when,  the  library  being  closed 

in  for  the  night,  it  occurred  to  him  that 

^omething  might  be  gathered  from  the 

tnanuscript  in  his  possession,  respecting  a 

l>eing  whom  he  could  not  persuade  him- 

Belf  but  must  have  existed  in  the  Situation 

irom  whence  he  had  taken  it ;    and  as  he 

^as   now  freed   from    Interruption,    he 

B  4  thought 
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thougbt  it  a  fit  apporttmity  for  g^tifying 
bis  curiofitj  respecting  tbe  tnarveUous^  bj 
perusing  the  tcroll  in  question. 

Drawiog  hir  chair  iberefore  nearer  the 
fiiie,  and  trimming  bis  lamp,  that  no  im* 
ped^m^t  migbtintervene  to  prevent  ded- 
pherkig  c^iaracters  traced  by  fingcrs  long 
sinee  &llen  to  decay,  iu)less,  like  t)ie  //am/ 
of  tbe  beaufiful  Cleopatra,  queen  of  Egypt, 
lately  exposed  in  a  sbop-window  in  Bath, 
they  bad  been  preserved  as  adisgusting 
memento^  or  a  oonvindng  proof  of  thefolly 
of  human  vanity,  in  endeavouring  toprevail 
over,  or  prevent»  the  devastations  of  time. 
It  might  also,  be  reflected,  have  been  die- 
tated  by  a  heart  replete  with  tbe  fire  of 
genius  and  of  trutb,  though  for  ages  frozen 
by  the  icy  touch  of  death  :  tbus  thinking, 
sir  Hugh  produeed  the  mouldering  manu- 
Script,  and  proceeded  to  bis  task. 

In  many  places,  as  might  be  exp^cted« 
the  writing  was  mueh  defaced,  whilst  in 
others  fragments  bad  disappeared  from 
the  tattered  parehment,preventing  in  many 

'  placea 
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plaoes  ihe  seme  and  spirit  of  the  oompo- 
skionfrom  beingrightlyunderstood :  how- 
ever,  after  conning  it  over«  and  patching. 
the  mutilated  fragments  as  well  as  he  eould 
together,  the  following  appeared  to  be  the 
substanee  of  the  ancient  ^^Legend""  before 
him  i— 

^  Quick  wav'd  the  trees  in  the  erening  breetv 

The  breeze  that  blew  so  chill ; 
Dark  was  tlie  west,  as  tlie  sua  svnk  to  i^ 

Behiod  the  distant  hilL 

ff 

^  Qiiick  «rav*d  the  trees  in  the  evenln^breezey, 

The  breeze  that  blew  so  cold{ 
Wiien  it  was  ]ate,  at  the  high  Castle  gate, 

A  man  knock'd  ioud  and  bold. 

''  Quick  wav*d  the  trees  in  the  erening  breeze, 

The  breeze  that  biew  so  stont ; 
Sad  was  the  tale,  which  the  strenger  so  pnle 

Was  spreading  round  aboat» 

'*  How  that  a  knight,.  aR  in  armonr  k>  bright, 

Adown  the  vale  laid  low ; 
Bloody  hom  a  wound,  was  fast  flowing  around,. 

But  who  had  dealt  the  bbw^f 

^  Back  from  the  war,  where  be*4  wandernd 'a&r, 

Perhaps  his  love  to  greet ; 
Tiie  kn|^  kad  oofne-backy*  bqt|  aiaa ! .  aa4  alM^L  ^ 

A  direfal  iate  t»  »eet ! 

»5  **Quick 
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^  Quick  wav'd  tbe  trees  io  tbe  ereoiag  brceic^ 

The  breeie  that  hoUow  bkw; 
Gold  nn  the  lilood  of  tbe  baron  Lerfaojd 

At  i4uit*  the  paU-man  koew. 


'Siiccoar.I  dttiDy.iii  great  JehoY«h*8  name^, 

(A  name  wliicb  sinnera  dread) : 
Kist  Io  ay  tale»  and  come  down  ki  th»  vale^ 

With  me  to  abroad  tbe  dead  !* 

^  Roond  m  aoazey  all  tbe  raseaU  now  gaze^ 

Wbitrt  wonder  sealM  eacb  tongae, 
Apd  IQ  tbeir  ear%  appallM  hj  tbieir  featSy 
iBaDYwords  stilTning. 


% 


*<  Xottd^throogh  tbe  h^ly.  tbe  baroo  wildl;  call,« 

T6  all  wbo  sileiit  stand-^ 
'^uick,  fron»  mj  gate,all  my.vassals  wbü  wait^ 

Drive  timt  man,  I  commaiid« 

'  Fal^  iS:bistale^.for.adown  in  tbe  vale,. 

Lr)w  lays  no  noble  knight ; 
Keep  biin.  a|oof,  fp r  from  ondec  tbb  rooC 

I  gq  but  witb  dayligbt«' 

*^  Stej^iUy  stood  forth^  as  a^apectre  q£  wcatb^ 

Tlie  man  of  pallid  bue;  ' 
And  on  tbe  lord.  wbo  bad  made.this  award» . 

A  Piercing  look  be  tbrew. 

'<  Ti^  ball  ^gan  sbake,  wbiUt  tbe  Yassals  all  quake, 

With  awe  and  secret  dread, 
Wbilc  nocua  /wosd  in  tb*  assembly  was  beard ; 

4tJei  S^th  iht,  pale  fnan  saidr^. 

^  FoUowv 
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*ToUow  me  ftraight,  for  no  longer  FU  trait, 

Thoo  iMBron  once  lo  hold ; 
WlMi  auMt  thoo  fiMur«?  dost  thiiik  treaekery  near 

From  oiM  tbat't  dead  and  cold  ? 

'  Clofed«!«  tboee  eyes,  on  tha  cold  ground  be  lies^ 

Wlio  ooca  witb  vigotir  blctr, 
Tbee  might  hsre  aw'd,  by  tbe  strengtb  of  bU  tword, 

Aad  bow*d  tbj  baugbcy  crett ! 

'  Sileot  tbat  tongoe  wbere  partaatioii  once  bun^, 

To  cbarm  eacb  feniale  ear; 
Still  it  tbat  beut,  wbicfa  did  ii#f er  yei  ttart 

From  an  impnlte  of  fear ! 

*  Peritb'd  tbat  band,  wbich  oocewav'd  oommand^ 

In  battle  bold  as  thine; 
Seal*d  it  bis  doom»  and  to  tbe  silent  tomb 

Ilis  cold  corse  we'U  consign/ 

**  Dark  was  tbe  night,  for  tbe  moan  bid  her  llght; . 

And  cbill  tbe  breeze  still  blew, 
When  o'er  tbe  waste,  tbe  baron  wildljr  haste 

Witb  bim  of  pallid  hue. 

**  O'er  Killy  o*er  dale,  orer  mountain  and  vale^ 

Now  bigb,  now  low  tbej  go ; 
0*er  Woody  o'^r  dell,  over  briar  and ^ feil;, 

Thejr  hurry  to  and  fro. 

''O'erturfy  o*er  stone»  but  re{>08e  found  tbej  none^- 

Till  tbey  reacb  a  fearfulheight; 
Whence  to  look  round,  woald  tba  -senses  astoun  J 

Of  manjf  a  timid  wigbt. 

»a;  «Quitk. 
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*^  Quick  pass'd  the  cloud,  wbich  the  palf  mooa  enshroud^ 

Hiding  her  partial  light, 
Far  to  the  north^  whilst  she  sweetljf  shone  fortln  ' 

In  all  her  lustre  brigbt. 

'^  Struck  to  the  heart,  the  baron  wildly  start 

At  that  which  met  bis  view  ; 
For  by  lib  sidei  c]oth*d  in  warrior*s  pride,. 

Stood  bim  of  pallid  hue. 

**  Shaking  with  fright  at  so  awful  a  sjgbt» 

His  visage  low  now  bung» 
While  from  bis  brow  drops  of  agony  flow. 

And  terror  seal'd  his  tongue. 

*^  Hoilow  the  groaoy  and  terrific  the  tone». 

Which  met  his  startied  ear. 
And,  like  a  dart,  now  Struck  home  to  his  heart^ 

Appalfd  by  guilty  fear. 

*  Traitor  accurst ! — of  false  bro^hers  the  worst, 

Prepnre  to  meet  thy  doom, 
From  him  thy  bäte,  and  treachery's  dark  fjtC; 
Sent  to  the  mouidering  tomb! 

*  Bligh^ed  my  faroe^  and  slandered  my.name, 

By  thee  long  unreprov*dy 
Exird  from  home,  I  a  wanderer  roam^ 
Unpitied  and  uhIovM. 

.   *  ForcM  to  depart,  from  the  bride  of  my  heart, 
With  sorrow  deep  I  go ; 

Whilst  to  your  care^  ruid  of  doubt,  void  of  fear, 
I  trust  vay  secret  woe. 
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*■  Tjfrant  depniv*d  Ir^hy  thee  l*in  ber€av*d 

Of  an  tliat  8weeteD*d  life, 
M y  honour  bri|;lit  (soul  of  inany  kiiight), 

Aud  eke  my  ioviiig  wife ! 

*  Xow  all  is  hush*d,  with  repeatiid  wroiigs  ctumjM, 

Thjji  krother  mccts-  a  tomb ; 
But  ioud  and  Kiglif  ateni  justice  now  cry,, 

The  murd^rer  wuitt  Kit  doom  !* 

**  As  if  with  frighf^  tbe  moon  now  Indes  her  ligbt, 

Aod'loud  the  blast  still  bfowy. 
Whilst  from  a  cloud  issued  thundVings  Ioud, 

With  flash  of  sickly  hue. 

« 

"  Struck  to  the  groinid,  fiird  with  horror  profound,. 

Tbe  sinner  low  is  laid ; 
WitJi  hurobie  tone,  and  contrition's  deep  inoiu), 

To  iuvoka  lleaven':)  aid. 

'^  Cun  one  iinmers*d  in  guilt,  c'eep  and  accursr^, 

A&  thnt  which  stains  bis  liand, 
E*er  bopc  to  prove  sigos  of  cclestial  love 

From  Heaven's  high  command  ? 

**  No ! — from  the  rock,  with  a  terrible  sliock, 

Hcadlong  the  eulprit^horl'dy 
To  meet  tiiat  fate  wbicb  stem  justica,  tbo^gh  latei 

Fix'd  in  another  woHd  l! 

^  Now  in  the  waste,  as»  with  terrific  host«, 

The  traveller  pas&cs  by, 
llis  cold  corse  gleams  in  the  sickijrraoonbeanasji 

Wbilst  shrieks  the  ravea  bigb. 

«And 
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**  And  in  tbe  Tale,  wben  at  eremng  pale» 

Tlie  Wanderer  onward  goes  ; 
He  Starts  with  fright  at  tbe  terriiic  sif^^t, 

White  keeu  the  treeze  still  blows !  f,  C 


CHilPTER  IL 


^i##^»^»**»»i»^»»»i^» 


Sir  Hugh  Singleton,  like  many  othem^ 
whose  mihds,  tfaroughan  exoess  of  sensi- 
bility,  9ie  woiind  up  to  a  romantic  pitch 
of  enthusiasm,  and  who  expect  to  meet; 
substances,  where  thereis  scarcely  a  ground- 
work  even  for  shadows,  was  perhaps  a  lit- 
tle  disappoihted  at  the  small  degree  of  satis- 
faction  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  from  the 
periisal  of  this  mouldering  Fragment  of  an- 
tiquity.  It  certainly  appeared,  he  thougfat 
within  himself,  to  describe  some  dark  and 
terrlble  deed  that  had  been  committed,  per- 
haps by  some  former  possessor  ofthat  very 
Castle;  butwhether  so  in.reality,  or  only 

a  fiction) 
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«  fiction  of  the  poefs  bndn»  lie  was  obliged 
*ö  lea ve ;  nor  could  he  gather  ought  beside» 
^^e  that  thoseapartments  must  have  beeir 
^ce  iniiabited  by  beings,  wlia,  like  the 
^t  of  tbeir  fellow-creatures,  had  eat  and 
^*^fc,  walked  and  slept,  Mred  and  died ; 
*^^  passing  silently  away  like  a  summer 
^»  wliieli'  lea^es  not  a  traoe  behind  to- 
^5^fe  its  ptx>gress. 

i   *^  tbe  vray  lately  described,  sir  Hugfa* 

*^tinue(/  *4>  vegetate;  for  living  it  cöuld 

^^■oeTjr  i       ^^all^^^here  aman»  although* 

iS   P^%e$^e:s     ^  multiplicity  of  the  good* 

r^S'^of  ^i^iö  life^can  find  nothing  amongst 

^^  ^l   #-r>^  öflEord  him  any  portion  of  en- 

^^^  h       Äi**^^^S  therefore  in  hi»  usual  lisfc^ 

1))^  ''       j.    jrather  late  one  evening,  he 

^  a^v    -     ^  l>y  the  entranee  of  a  servant, 

'^^^  ^  y oung-  soldier,  apparently  on 

^    l^!r     ^irished  to  have  the  honour  of 

tn^.  ^^^^    i^nd  with  me  r  deroanded! 

^^J^  *^^  ^tf  ^^bat  can  his  bu8iness1)e  with 

^Ug»  »  ^st  »ui^ely  he  some  mistake ;  I 

'       '^**  am. 
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am  not  in  the  cainmi89ian<  for  the  peace^ 
teil  hinii  and  can  therefbf e  be  of  no  use  to 
him/' 

'^  He  wi^es  to  see  your  honcnnr  on  some 
particular  account»  I  understood,"  replied 
the  seryantjr*'  thougbwbat  it  w^he  didnot 
slay.** 

^  I  have  DO  authority  to  do  any  thing*. 
for  him,"  continued  the  baronet,  hesita» 
tinglyr  from  his  diilike  to  see  strangers» 
^  and  thereibre  it  is  of  nouse  to  adnait  Mm;; 
besides,  he  ßm  have  tta  partieuhrbuainesa 
with  me," 

« 

"  He  seems  very  desirous  of  seeing  ymir 
honöur»"  added  the  servant,  as  tf  wishihg^ 
to  carry  his  point»  *'  and  is  a  very  wdW 
spoken  young  manu'* 
^  Well»  teil  him  to  send  in  his  businesa.'^ 
The  servant  now  left  the  loom  wkh  a. 
halßaatisfied  äir,  and  ^uickty  fetiMied^. 
bringing  in  a  small  pieceof^umpled^  dbty» 
Ibokibg  paper,  beasing  tiie  supeirsmptiön^ 
of  "«Sir  Hi]^  SinglettOTH  Myfod  Vale;" 
vhibli  he  addiM^  Aat  tibe  young  soldfer 

oouldi 
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oould  have  wished  to  have  deUvered  it 
hitnself,  as  he  oould  then  have  told  him 
from  whom  he  received  it. 

How  a  small  piece  of  paper,  simply  bear- 
ing  his  address,  coiild  be  a  matter  of  in« 
tarest  or  importance  to  himself,  sir  Hugh 
was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture,  and  believing 
the  stranger  was  manoeuvring  a  little,  in 
Order  to  obtain  a  trifle  to  help  hioi  on  his 
march,  he  desired  the  servant,  to  avoid 
further  trouble,  to  give  him  half-a-crown» 
and  with  it  his  dismissal. 

But  Charles  Cuthbert  was  not  so  easily 
got  rid  of— he  had  not  reraarked  the  pal- 
lid  eheek,  sunken  eye,  and  nervous  tre- 
mor  creeping  through  the  shattered  frame 
of  Frederick  Singleton^  to  be  so  repulsed, 
when  he  had  onee  stepped  forward  in  the 
cause  of  afiSiction.  He  was  sure  that,  al- 
though  the  poor  boy,  let  him  be  who  he 
would,  had  been  able  to  give  him  this  scrap 
of  paper  only»  there  was  more  in  it  than 
met  the  eye ;  and  he  determined  therefore 
to  deliver  it,  and  desciibe  the  writer  accord-» 

ingly. 
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ingly.  Thanking  the  servant  therefore, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  deelined  his 
bounty,  he  again  urged  his  deinand  of  being 
permittedto  speak  with  sir  Hugh  Single- 
ton. 

Again  the  footman  was  prevaiied  upon 
to  retrace  his  steps  into  the  parlour,  in 
Order  to  bear  the  respectful  message  dictat- 
ed  by  the  young  soldier,  when  sir  Hugh, 
although  still  feeling  a  repugnance  to  ad- 
mit  intruders,  incapable  of  framing  a  plau- 
sible denial,  desired  he  might  be  admitted. 

The  servant,  who  had  feit  rather  inte- 
rested  by  the  appearance  of  the  young  man, 
as  well  as  the  eaniestness  with  wbich  he 
pleaded  his  cause,  was  rejoiced  to  be  the 
bearer  of  the  welcome  intelligence  of  his 
admittance ;  telling  Cuthbert  therefore  to 
follow,  he  was  not  long  in  conducting 
him  to  the  presence  of  his  master. 

Cuthbert,  on  being  introduced  to  the 
baronet,  and  the  servant  withdrawn,  mo- 
destly  began  by  making  an  apology  for 
conduct  which  must  appear  enigmatical, 

and 
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and  which  required  some  little  elucidation ; 
**  but  as  the  paper  which  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  to  send  in  to  his  honour  had  beeii 
given  him,''  he  said,  **  under  particularcir- 
cumstanceSy  by  an  object  that  had  strongly 
exdted  his  pity,  he  could  not  refiise  to  aet 
as  lie  had  done.** 

Sir  Hugh  desired  he  would  proeeed. 

The  young  soldier  then  continued  to  de* 

tail  the  accidental  circumstance  of  himself 

and  his  companions  halting  in  the  gipsies 

vicinity;  of  his  attention  being  arrested 

wbile  there  by  a  poor,  sickly-loöking,  ema- 

ciated  boy,  whose  condition  he  had  en- 

deavoured  to  ameliorate  by  ofiering  him 

the  few  halfpence  in  his  poeket»  but  which 

he  had  refused.    He  then  proceeded  to 

relate  how,  at  parting,  he  had  confided  to  his 

care,  with  signs  of  secrecy,  that  same  scrap 

of  paper,  which,  though  it  had  cost  him 

an  additional  mile  or  two  to  a  tedious  day*s 

mareh,  he  had  determined  on  delivering 

himself;  hoping,  at  the  same  time,  that  it 

might 
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might  in  one  w&y  or  other  benefit  its  piti-^ 
able  writer. 

Long  before  this  detail  drew  to  a  oon- 
dusion,  a  light  had  flashed  through  tFie 
harassed  mind  of  sir  Hugb,  wbich  led  him 
to  believe  tfaat  the  unfortimate  hoy  so  feel* 
ingly  described  by  the  soldier  must  have 
been  bis  darling  Frederiek,  eise  why  ad- 
dress bim?  Yet,  altbough  trerobling  with 
delight  at  one  momait  to  tbink  he  was  in 
eidstence»  and  shaking  witb  apprdbensii» 
for  fear  of  being  decei ved  the  next,  so  ao 
eustomed  had  he  been  to  conceal  bis 
feeUngs,  he  betrayed  not  a  partide  öf 
what  wa$  passing  within,  but  continued^ 
witb  a  calm  voice,  to  make  every  in^uiry 
that  was  likely  to  ascer tain  the  truth  of  hia 
conjectures« 

Satisfied  at  length  that  the  boy  in  ques* 
tion  oould  be  no  other  than  bis  beloyed 
nephew,  who  had  been  thiis  described  as: 
residing  in  this  den  of  misery,  though  how^ 
the  dear  unhappy  diild  eould  have  been 

decoyed 
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deooyed  there,  was  not  easy  to  conjecture, 
dr  Hugh  now  exacted  eveiy  particular  as 
to  the  distanee  and  Situation  of  this  cavem, 
when,  being  satisfied  on  this  head,  he  pro^ 
ceeded  fo  oömmend  the  humanity  of  the 
joung  soldier,  that  could  thus  lead  him  to 
volunteer  in  the  Service  of  suilering  inno« 
cence ;  and  with  a  promise  that  his  inter- 
ference,  with  regard  to  the  individual  in 
question,  shouM  not  be  in  vaiti,  he  dis- 
missed  him  with  a  reward  suitable  to  the 
b«ievolence  of  the  action. 

No  sooner  had  Charles  Cuthbert  tumed 
his  back,  in  order  to  pursue  the  route 
where  gloiy  called  him,  than  sir  Hugh  Sin- 
gleton dispatched  an  express  with  the 
s^eeable  tidings  he  had  received  to  the 
Villa ;  but  as  no  felicity  is  perfect  this  side 
heaven,  so  his  was  damped  by  the  Situ- 
ation to  which  the  object  of  their  regret 
was  Said  to  be  reduced.  Still  the  having 
received  intelligence  of  him  at  all,  was  mat- 
ter sufficient  for  the  groundwork  of  re- 
jmdng;     and    when    Josiah  proclaimed 

the 
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the  discovery  of  his  son,  the  anitnating 
soundof  "Frederick  is  found !  Frederiek is 
found  r  was  reiterated  like  a  watchword 
from  one  to  another  tbroughout  the  family. 

Quick  as  a  pair  of  sleek  black  horses, 
wlien  harnessed  to  a  piain  brown  travel- 
ling  chariot,  could  convey  them,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Singleton  were  brought  to  the  Vale ; 
where,  after  the  first  joyfiil  greetings  had 
passed  between  them,  and  a  further  expla^ 
nation  of  the  event  ensued^  a  consultation 
was  held  as  to  the  best  and  most  expedi- 
tious  method  of  proceeding,  in  order  to 
regain  and  bring  back  the  fugitive  ;  when. 
each  of  the  brothers  seeming  desirous  01 
acting  the  messenger  for  that  purpoae^  i 
was  at  length  agreed  that  both  should  im — 
mediately  undertake  the  joumey. 

When  Phoebus  the  next  morning  hadÜ 

Iiarnessed  his  golden  steeds,  and  unbar 

the  rosy  portals  of  the  east,  ready  to  com 

inence  his  brilliant  journey  ere  he  could 

pose  in  Thetis'  lap,  so  soon  were  the  slectk^ 

steeds  of  Josiah  Sin^leton  again  in  motion  S 

j  t 
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and  ere  Sol  had  travelled  half  bis  course, 
they  had  conducted  their  master  inany 
miles  from  home.  But  as  the  road  they 
had  still  to  pass  seemed  to  offer  many  ir- 
regularities,  they  found  it  but  little  cal- 
culated  for  a  carriage;  it  was  therefcH^ 
quickly  agreed  to  leave  the  vehide,  horses» 
and  servants  behind,  at  a  small  house  de- 
nominated  a  Welsh  inn,  where  they  had 
pidced  up  something  by  way  of  apology 
for  a  dinner,  and  then  proceed  with  hired 
horses  by  themselves. 

These  animals,  become  sure-footed  from 
the  constant  habit  of  traversing  these  in- 
tricate  passes^  bore  their  riders  safely 
alongy  through  many  a  rugged  path,  over 
mountain's  brow  and  craggy  summit; 
whilst  every  feature  o£  the  imposing  scene 
Struck  upon  the  Imagination  of  sir  Hugh» 
as  strictly  corresponding  with  the  descrip- 
tion  given  liim  by  Cuthbert,  whilst  it  con* 
vinced  him  that  he  was  pursuing  the  path 
that  would  eventually  lead  him  to  the 
wished  for  spot. 

In 
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in  this  way  tbey  oontmyed  to  move  fbr- 
ward,  tliough  not  at  a  very  quiek  rate,  un- 
til  the  twilight  shades  of  €^renkig  surprised 
tfaem  by  their  approacb,  and  induced  them 
to  recoUect  the  necessity  of  looking  out 
for  a  habitation  wbere  they  might  obtam 
shelter  for  the  night.  The  road  which 
they  were  now  pursuing  lay  over  a  kind 
of  wild  and  dreary  heath,  without  much 
apparent  track  that  could  lead  to  the  de- 
sired  d welling ;  and  although  nothing  pre- 
sented  itself  to  impede  their  view  in  every 
direction,  no  vestige  of  a  human  habita- 
tion met  their  eye,  save  a  small  hamlet 
scattered  round  its  little  Gtothic  church,  in 
a  Valley  far  below  them,  and  at  too  eonsi- 
derable  a  distance  for  them  to  have  reached 
that  night,  had  they  even  been  conver- 
sant  in  the  approach. 
■  After  debating  then  a  few  minutes  on 
the  disagreeable  dilemma  to  which  they 
were  reduced,  they  thought  it  most  ad- 
vlsable  to  continue  their  path  in  a  straight- 
forward  direction,  in  order  to  reach  the 

outskirts 
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outskirts  of  the  heath  before  it  becarae  too 
dark  for  them  to  distinguish  objects,  when 
tbey  might  be  able  to  light  upon  some 
friendly  lane  that  would  conduct  them  to 
the  object  of  tbeir  solicitude.  Thus  agree- 
ing,  they  put  their  horses  into  as  brisk  a 
trot  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  over  which 
they  were  passing  would  allow ;  but  even 
then  they  were  enabled  to  make  but  a 
small  progress.  The  farther  the  travellers 
advanced,  the  more  difficult  beeame  their 
route.  Rugged  and  misshapen  masses  of 
stone  were  every  moment  peeping  up  from 
the  grasSy  which  partially  hid  them  at  a 
distance,  but  which,  on  a  nearer  approach, 
beeame  stumbling-blocks  in  their  way, 
and  obliged  them  to  move  with  the  great- 
est  degröe  of  caution. 

Ebon  Night  was  now  rapidly  succeeding 
the  last  glow  of  evening,  and  had  already 
unfolded  her  black  banner,  destined  to  en- 
velop  the  world,  when  our  travellers, 
alarmed  at  the  unusual  circumstanee  of 

VOL.  II.  c  being 
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bdng  obliged  to  spend  the  night  in  the 
midst  of  a  wide  unsheltered  he^ith,  had 
ju6t  diawn  their  horses  together,  in  order 
to  ocmsuk  upon  their  (xresent  dilemma»  «tid 
the  best  mode  of  escaping  it,  wheo  the^ 
were  suddenly  startled  by  the  sound  of 
voices  issuing  from  two  tall  dark«lookifig 
ol]^ect8»  which  had'sprung  up  immediately 
beside  them. 

Not  a  vestige  of  a  human  being  had 
crassed  their  sight  sinoe  tmversing  thifi 
trackless  waste;  from  whence  theh  could 
these  being'S  spring  ?  Were  they  spirits  of 
the  air  who  had  hitherto  held  themselves 
invisiUe»  <^  inhabitants  of  earth'a  doli 
mound,  that  had  thus  broken  in  upon  the 
stilkiess  of  night,  to  appal  the  $eAses  of 
their  hearers  ?  Words  of  a  singuhfir  Im- 
port now  swelied  on  the  breeze,  as  these 
lieings  flitted  across  them,  and  seemed  to 
convey  to  the  astonished  ears  of  sir  Hugh 
a  repetition  of  his  own  name,  coupled  with 
a  sentence  of  portentöus  meuiing.    Str^dk 

with 
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**  SjiM)fe  metf  8  naines,'' 

i^mained  neaify  jeapitioiolefis^  iSH  the  voices 
4jk4  ^'i'^f  ^od  tbe  ^adaw^  of  iu|£^  hid 
tbe  apeake»  &om  th^  vienr. 

^  TVlio  could  tbose  mysteiioiu;  bei^gs 
allud^  to?"  was  a  queMiaxi  whidi  tbe  hn- 
tb^Wj  wben  a  little  mpvered,  put  to  each 
^ptibiBT^  ''wben  they  laepeated  auch  names, 
i^cß  itj»ii$t  bav^  heejx  jjooypossible  Diey 
cppld  havfe  perceived  us^  and  mare  than 
i]»|X)ssibLe,  if  the  ^sense  admitted  of  aau- 
fierlative  d^ree,  tbatany  body  being  there 
could  bava  recogxü;Eed  the  parson  of  sh 
timgh  ^ngleton,  ^ated  an  the  hack  of  a 
«tMbbj  W^elfib  poney,  in  the  middle^a 
^vf^kde  fimef^yßP^  heath  an  the  bordeiiB  of 
ilABtdhire?<i^'Could  tbe  words  tbui» »rfs- 
ifif^ßmly  utteffod,"  they  w^ent  on  to  inquire, 
^  be  ^neant  m  a  tlH'eat,  or  intended  af^  a 
^vanung  again^  scoaethreajkened^yil»  tipat 

c  2  was 
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was  to  follow  in  this  barbaious  place  ?"  In 
dther  case  it  was  but  of  little  Service  in 
their  present  uncomfortable  Situation; 
means  of  defence  had  they  none,  save  their 
natural  bodily  strength ;  their  only  means 
of  stfety  therefore  lay  in  flight,  and  unless 
they  could  reach  some  place  of  conceal- 
ment  for  the  night,  they  had  but  little 
piospect  of  escape  from  the  dangers  by 
which  they  appeared  to  be  menaced. 

Recovering  in  some  degree  from  the 
panic  which  had  seized  them,  they  again 
put  their  steedsin  motion,  and  feeling  their 
way  as  cautiously  as  possible,  the  sure- 
footed  animals  brought  them  at  length  to 
the  boundary  of  the  heath ;  this  was  a  point 
they  had  long  desired,  as  theyimagmed 
that  some  outlet  must  be  quickly  disoo- 
vered ;  tuming  their  horses  heads,  therefin^, 
and  giving  them  the  reins,  the  sagadous 
little  animals  continued  to  wind  along  the 
fence  which  had  obstructed  their  progress, 
tili  by  a  sudden  tuming,  and  the  aid  of  a 
few  Stars  which  twinkled  forth  to  light 

them 
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them  on  ttieir  way,  sir  Hugh  perceived 
that  they  had  entered  a  close  narrow  lane, 
which,  fix)m  its  having  the  appearance 
of  being  somewhat  frequented,  would, 
they  trusted,  oonduct  them  to  the  object 
of  their  present  pursuit 


CHAPTER  111. 


CrNTHUf  who  had  hitherto  calmly  reposed  " 
on  the  bo6om  of  night,  now  beautifuUy 
irradiated  the  sunounding  clouds  with  a 
dlvery  lustre^  that  foretold  her  speedy  ap-  - 
pearanoe ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  she  shone 
forth  in  all  her  chastened  splendour. 

By  the  brilliant  light  of  this  lovely  pla- 
net, cur  travellers  were  now  enabled  to 
distinguish,  with  greater  precision,  the  Si- 
tuation into  which  chance  and  their  foiir-  • 
footed  companions  had  thus  condueted 
them.    The  lane  which  they  had  just  en- 

c  3  tered, 
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wittding,  äta  ttaitDW,  fO^if  r^MtoMMg^  u 
piM»  fty  Mtele,  tlian  ä  beMeti  tmdt  wbMl 
was  KIcely  to  condtict  tbctoi  to  my  ktfUt-^^ 
aMe  Spot— *•  Whe^eföi^e  then  pctfiMit?*' 
they  questioned.  Bfit  to  retreat  was»  nüw 
as  bad  as  to  advance,  and  having  only  a 
choice  of  evils,  they  thought  it  best  to 
proceed.  In  the  way  before  them  there 
existed  a  possibility  df  TMbütg  the  assist- 
ance  they  sought ;  while  danger  and  dis- 
appointment  certainly  awaited  them  in 
the  rear. 

All  now  was  solemn  stillness.  The 
mooti  rose  majestically  througli  the  ^ibe* 
rifli  vauh  of  heaveli^  witfaout  &  dtod  to 
ohsimte  her  brightness^  shedding»  as  sbe 
passed,  her  mäd  splendour  upon  l^re^f  ob^ 
jedt  below.  Not  a  söund  was  hMrd  to  dis- 
tüib  the  geneftd  silenee,  sare  the  toft  rust» 
ling  üf  the  breeze  as  it  played  at  inlervitls 
tbraugh  thd  leirfy  hmiehes  of  the  talltfcm, 
vAAdä  overshadowed  them  as  they  passdd^ 
CHT  th«  trild  not«  of  the  solenm  nj^ht-fand^ 

when 
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vrhmk  he  greeted  his  companions  in  the 
diQtaiit  giove.  A  ws&ne  so  soft»  so  sU^at» 
and  in  many  parts  far  as  the  eye  could 
ken,  so  wild»  conspired  to  di£^se  a  pleasing 
melancholy  around.  The  mind  of  sir 
Hugh  feit  its  fuU  influence ;  and  he  eon- 
tinued  to  move  forward  wrapped  in  deep 
meditation»  unmindful  of  the  cursory  re- 
noarks  of  bis  brother,  tili  an  object  suffici* 
ently  striking  to  arrest  his  attention  roused 
him  fix>m  his  fictitious  wanderings  to  ex- 
amine  the  subject  before  him. 

What  had  now  so  forcibly  Struck  the 
attention  of  sir  Hugh,  appeared  to  be  the 
ruins  of  a  Castle,  or  some  equally  iid^gnifir 
Cent  Gothic  structure,  in  nuiny  places  gone 
to  decay.  Upon  the  parts  immediately 
facing  them,  as  they  made  a  sudden  tum 
in  the  road,  the  raoon  played  with  a  steady 
lustre,  thereby  placing  them  in  a  strong 
light,  whilst  the  distance  beyond  was,  now 
here,  now  there,  broken  in  difierent  masae^ 
or  thrown  into  impenetrable  shadow.  Fer 
several  minutes  they  continued,  with  fix* 

c  4  ed 
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ed  attention,  to  regard  the  object  before 
them,  in  order  to  discover  if  there  were 
any  signs  of  its  being  inhabited»  as  well  as 
to  admire  its  beauty ;  but  being  unable  to 
determine,  they  ventured  to  approach  still 
nearer,  to  see  if  any  shelter  eould  be  ob- 
tained  for  themselves  and  steeds  for  the 
remainder  of  the  night,  as  both  they  and 
their  riders  began  to  require  rest.  Cauti- 
ously  therefore  approaching  what  they 
coneeived  to  be  a  ruined  and  neglected 
pile,  they  discerned  several  inlets,  in  the 
shape  of  dilapidated  arches,  suffieiently  ca- 
pacious  toadmit  not  only  themselves,  but 
also  their  horses;  and  into  which,  seeing 
nothing  to  oppose  them,  tliey  boldly  enter- 
ed. Here,  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  they 
contrived  to  fasten  their  steeds  to  some  of 
the  broken  projeetions  within;  and  not 
caring  to  explwe  the  depth  which  appear- 
ed  in  shadow  beyond  their  present  posi- 
tion,  they  threw  themselves  on  the  soft 
grass,  which  in vitingly  beckoned  to  repose, 
when,  overcome  by  anxiety  and  fatigue, 

they 
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they  were  quickly  lost  in  the  forgetfulness . 
ofsleep. 

The  8un  was  riding  high  in  the  heavens, 
ere  the  travellers  awoke  from  the  heavy 
slumber  that  had  seized  them,  when  they 
fbund  it  difficult  to  recoUect  predsely  the 
events  of  the  preceding  day,  or  to  asoer- 
tain  exactly  the  spot  where  fortune  had 
bestowed  them.  Soon^however,  theirideas 
became  distinct,  recoUection  retumed,  and 
informed  them  they  had  entered,  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  what  they  supposed  to  be 
a  min,  which  they  now  determined  to  re- 
connoitre  before  they  departed,  with  a 
view  of  ofiering  an  apology  to  the  inhabi- 
tants,  if  there  were  any,  for  having  taken 
possession  of  their  property  during  the 
night  For  this  purpose  then  the  bro- 
thers  quitted  their  coneealment,  and  pre- 
pared  to  explore  the  preeinets  beyond: 
but  what  was  the  surprise  of  both,  upon 
emerging  into  the  open  air,  to  discover 
that  what,  under  the  influence  of  a  bewil- 
dered  imagination,  aided  by  the  shades  of 

c  5  night. 
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night,  hDätppmeä  ä  statefy  ftmii  was  tM>i- 
thlng  more  than  tbe  rocky  dde  of 'tt  stu- 
pendoiM  hillj  exinbiting  sererM  liiihmtl 
ctdtl««,  mäi  kl  shdft,  the  Identical  j^ad^ 
t«  Whieh  they  bad  been  dfaected  ü^  titeif 
flüarch  afttfc  Frederiek. 

H«pt>y  in  tbe  ««comeiy,  «Jarcefy  a  teö- 
ncllt  Witt  ftllowcd  to  c^lftpse,  6f0  tte  b!ri>- 
thers  {Nfooeeded  to  dettiänd  the  ycmtigt&pf^ 
tite.  Büt  wme  addre^  they  fräoHMted 
WM  neöessary,  lest  by  their  pttedpHancy 
titey  might  put  the  miscreaBts  Whodetftiii- 
ed  him  upcm  tfaeir  guatd,  and  trjr  so  doing 
ihalr  their  own  intention.  Quietly,  tbere- 
faire,  and  with  tlie  a^ftumed  appearance  of 
üttconoehi,  they  proceeded  to  fenter  the 
catrems  aa  they  occurred,  eveiy  momeht 
expecting  to  taieet  the  object  of  tfaeir  sdft- 
dtude ;  but  all  were  tenantless  hitfaerto, 
not  eren  bearing  the  marks  cf  recent  ha- 
bitation.  At  length  one  deeper  hi  the 
ihfterior  of  the  earth,  and  something  ht^r 
than  the  rest,  shewed  some  «igna  of  hav- 
itag  been  lately  occupied.    He«  the  ^«»t- 

tered 
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tered  remains  of  pravisians,  a  few  dying 
embers,  and  deierted  beds  of  straw,  were 
viiible;  but  the  birds  themseives  were 
flown»  and  notbing  of  sufficient  oonse- 
qnence  remained  to  indicate  a  likelihood 
of  their  retum. 

Disappointment  and  dismay  now  sat 
upon  the  countenanoe  of  each  m  they 
gaased  around,  whilst  ihey  feit  but  too  for« 
cibty  the  certainty  of  havfaig  arrived  too 
late,  to  eflfect  the  rescue  of  the  unfortu« 
nate  Frederick,  who,  from  thU  protraeted 
absencr,  was  fated  stiU  to  remam  in  the 
pangs  of  these  merciless  wretches,  who  had 
decoyed  him  from  bis  home,  and  who, 
they  had  no  doubt,  would  put  in  practice 
every  inventive  cruelty  to  make  him  an- 
swer  the  end  for  which  he  was  detained 
amongst  them.  It  was  now  evident,  fifom 
the  appearance  of  the  cave,  that  its  inha- 
bitants  had  but  recently  made  their  exit ; 
but  to  pursue  them  in  a  stränge  country, 
where  every  intricacy  and  byepath  wefe 
equally  unknown,  was  next  to  impossible ; 

c  6  the 
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the  brothers  therefore  could  only  gaze  at 
each  other  in  silent  constemation,  unaUe 
to  propose  any  feasible  plan  of  prooedure. 

It  occurred  at  length  to  Mr.  Single- 
tcm,  that  no  good  could  be  produoed  by 
remaining  there,  and  that  it  was  .oply  a 
waste  of  time,  which  might  be  betler  em- 
ployed  elsewhere ;  and  in  oonsequenee  they 
tumed  to  quit  the  cavem,  when  sir  Hugh 
aoddentally  Struck  bis  foot  against  some- 
thing  concealed  in  the  litter  heSöre  him. 
Curiosity  whispered  him  to  leave  nothing 
unsearehed;  he  was  therefore  induced  to 
pick  it  up,  when  upon  examination  he  dis- 
covered  the  identical  pocketbook  which  he 
himself  had  presented  to  bis  xiephew,  and 
in  which  Frederick  had  so  often  delighted 
to  mingle,  with  bis  own,  names  dearest  to 
bis  heart 

Here  then  existed  a  positive  proof  that 
the  dear  lost  boy,  whom  they  so  eamestly 
«ought»  had  been  an  inhabitant  of  these 
borrible  cavems ;  and  that  in  aU  probabi- 
lity  he  still  continued  a  prisoner  to  the 

daring 


FEAES  AND  CAR£S.  87 

daring  tribe  who  faad  so  iniquitously  be- 
trayed  him.  But  actions,  prompt  and  de- 
cidve  actions,  rather  than  lamentations, 
were  now  necessaiy ;  and  with  resolutions 
to  put  every  effort  in  foroe,  for  the  purpoee 
of  retrieving  their  lost  time,  the  brothers 
quitted  the  dreary  spot,  and  again  set  for- 
ward  on  their  joumey. 

Sir  Hugh,  and  the  no  less  anxious  Jo- 
siab,  had  indeed  been  too  late  to  succeed  in 
their  endeavours  for  liberating  Frederick. 
A  few  hours  sooner,  and  they  would  have 
eneountered  the  whole  gang,  equipped  as 
they  were  for  their  march  towards  Sum- 
mer quarters ;  but  besides  being  too  late, 
they  had  unluckily  taken  a  circuitous 
route,  which  prevented  them  from  meet- 
ing  the  party  issuing  from  one  end  of  this 
solitary  lane,  whilst  they  entered  at  the 
other.  Thus  does  chance  appear  to  sport 
with  the  actions  of  men ;  and  when  they 
think  themselves  the  most  secure  in  at- 
taining  the  height  of  their  wishes,  delight, 

to 
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to  nhew  them  the  hastability  of  their  power 
by  inistrsting  them. 

Sir  Hngfa  noir  lielieTed  the  most  efiec- 
tual  method  of  aetomplishing  their  pur- 
pose  of  reooveriii^  Fteämck,  wonld  be  to 
isiue  Warrants  throughout  the  oountrjr  for 
apprebenduig  any  one  wbo  might  come 
under  the  description  of  the  vagrant  aet ; 
this  9cheme  was  seoonded  by  Joriah,  and 
agnsed  to  be  put  in  practioe  m  soon  as  they 
arrived  at  Mjrfod  V«de.  H^e,  however, 
'the  travefiers  had  but  just  aUghted  on  their 
retum  from  their  unprofitable  excurmm, 
ere  their  attention  was  caUed  to  two  men 
of  rather  a  shabby  e^cterior,  who  demanded 
to  speak  with  the  master  of  the  mansion, 
when  sir  Hugh,  as  eager  now  to  receive 
strangers,  who  be  flattered  himseU*  might 
be  the  bearers  of  welcome  intelligenoe,  as 
he  was  befotedesiröus  toavoid  them,  gave 
Orders  for  their  instmt  admittance. 

With  his  tong,  straight,  dark  hair,  part* 
ed  Mmoothly  on  the  forehead,  whilst  a  rusty 

suit 
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suit  of  blabk  shaded  his  ivcreatit  limbs, 
stood  Cvattiptext  atid  otie  of  hii  fdlowen 
beferetbetn.  He,  in  Company  witii  this 
paitiker  in  iniquitjr,  had  quttted  Ifae  gip- 
sies  a  9ew  hours  before  tbey  oommcnoed 
thdr  route,  md  it  was  no  other  than  these 
twtd^  whoi  by  thdr  suddetily  emtfgiing 
(km  a  t3basm  m  the  earth»  wbere^  shun<> 
ning  tbe  ^re  of  day»  tbey  had  lain  oon* 
ceried  tili  darkneas  shonkl  prevent  the 
road  they  took  from  being  discoveredi  that 
bed  startled  and  akutned  the  travellers,  by 
hearing  the  nMne  of  Singleton  ooupled 
with  certain  exeerations,  indicatire  of  their 
presetit  designs^  whilst  they  commenced 
their  progress  towards  Mjrfod  Vale. 

The  avowed  purport  of  Cramptext's 
daiitig  Visit  to  sir  Hugh  Singleton,  was  to 
obtain  the  reward  ofibred  by  that  gentle- 
man  for  the  discovery  of  Frederioki  by 
pretending  that  he  had  krtely  met  with  a 
youth  answering  the  description  given  of 
him,  in  his  pemmbuktions,  to  whkh  hia 

ordinary  arocations,  as  an  humble  preaeher 

of 
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of  the  gospel,  had  called  him.  Thissdieine 
he  bad  put  in  practice  without  the  know* 
ledge  6f  Ambrose,  who  he  believed  had 
Stolen  the  child  at  his  instigation ;  and  hav- 
ing  glutted  his  revenge  by  thus  fiir  pu- 
nishing  the  young  offender,  who  had  dared 
to  raise  a  himd  in  derision  of  him,  he  now 
meant  to  enjoy  the  reward  for  delivering 
him  up,  could  he  but  suooeed  in  his  plan, 
when,  by  secretiiy  decamping  to  a  distant 
part  of  the  country,  he  might  defraud  his 
companions  of  the  reward  which  they 
would  have  demanded,  had  they  been  ac- 
qüainted  with  his  intentions. 

The  wily  Cramptext,  with  every  plau- 
sibility  of  speech,  now  endeavoured  to  im- 
press  his  tale  on  the  minds  of  his  auditors, 
who,  eager  for  the  jBolution  of  the  mystery 
which  still  hung  over  their  lost  Frederick, 
feit  inclined  to  give  him  every  possible  cre- 
dit on  the  subject  But  however  the  bro- 
thers  might  seem  disposed  towards  believ- 
ing  the  tale  he  had  invented,  nothing  short 
of  the  actual  deliveranceof  the  subject  of  it 

into 
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into  their  iiands,  oould  prevail  upon  them 
to  jdeld  the  profiered  reward.  This  the 
sycophant  was  not  exactly  prepared  for;  he 
had  weakly  flattered  himself  that,  prompt- 
ed  by  joy,  on  leaming  the  existenoe  of  his 
nephew,  sir  Hugh  would  have  immediate- 
ly  produced  the  destined,  the  profiered  re- 
ward. But  for  once  he  had  reckoned  with- 
out  his  host ;  for  being  already  aware  of 
the  deception  which  might  be  practised 
against  them,  both  the  brothers  determin- 
ed  to  ascertain  the  place  of  his  presentcon- 
cealment,  before  they  lost  sight  of  their 
visitor. 

Ci^mptext,  rather  alarmed  at  the  tum 
things  appeared  to  be  taking,  now  found 
that  he  had  gone  too  far  to  recede  without 
good  management,  as  he  had  no  intention 
of  betraying  his  breach  of  faith  to  the  gip- 
sies ;  he  proeeeded  therefore  in  a  humble 
tone,  whilst  a  sinister  expression  lurked 
in  his  downcast  eye,  which  ever  refused  to 
encounter  the  open  regiards  of  those  with 
whom  he  con  versed,  to  promise  that  within 

a  certain 
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deavour  at  an  escape ;  muttering  therefore 
protestations  of  innooenoe,  ignoranoe,  &c. 
he  kept  retreating  towards  the  door,  which 
he  observed  ittvitinglj  opdd^  and  which 
oould  he  but  have  gained,  he  would  have 
trasted  to  his  heels  for  security.  But  in 
deaign  be  was  fhistrated  hf  the  observiiig 
Joaiab,  wtac^  oooUy  advancing  in  tbt  posi- 
tiö»,tunied  the  key  apon  him;  and  wbilrt 
dcporiting  it  in  big  own  pocket,  denred 
him  tö  h6  oompoted,  m  n&  fiurther  ccm^ 
stifAnt  WM  itttetided  thati  fhat  whicfc  he 
cottU  €Mi\y  nlmiko  off^  if  he  was»  a§  he  af. 
firmed  himself  to  be,  indeed  hinocent  of 
any  gtnlty  transaction. 

Mr.  Slngletoti  tben  proceeded  to  oßS^r 
him  his  choice^  either  to  prore  himself  in-- 
noeent  of  the  suspioion  entertained  against 
him^  of  having  trepanned  the  heir  of  Ar 
Htt^  Singleton,  by  directly  leadlng  the 
way  to  wbere  he  knew  the  young  gectle^ 
man  was  coneealed^  er  of  making  an  im- 
mediate  visit  to  the  counlyjail. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Cramftext,  who,  from  his  youtih  up- 
ward^  had  entertained  a  oertain  antipa- 
thy  to  the  very  name  of  jaU,  now,  like 
Acres,  began  to  feel  his  oourage  oozing 
away  at  the  bare  mention  of  such  a  thing, 
and  rather  than  see  even  the  outside  of  its 
terrific  walls,  would  hare  consented  to  any 
sacrifioe  in  his  power.  With  as  great  a 
degree  of  confidence,  therefore,  as  he  was 
able  to  assume^  he  immediately  ofiered  to 
conduct  the  gentletnen  to  the  spot  where 
he  knew  Frederick  was  to  be  found;  se- 
cretly  hoping,  at  the  same  time,  that  some 
means  of  escape  might  be  found  to  screen 
him  from  the  evils  which  tbreatened.  But 
if  his  evil  genius  prevailed,  and  the  worst 
came  to  the  worst,  he  argued,  so  as  his  du- 
plidty  must  be  exposed,  that  as  he  had 

been 
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been  fool  enoughto  bring  himself  into  this 
scrape,  he  must  endeavour  to  cxmciliate 
bis  quondam  companions  by  lying  him- 
self out  of  it. 

Behold  the  brothers  again  upon  their 
joumey ;  not,  as  before,  exploring  bye- 
lanes,  rocky  aeelivities,  harren  heaths,  and 
towering  mountains,  but  bowling  along  a 
fine  tumpike-road,  with  the  agreeable  Mr. 
Cramptext,  and  a  proper  escort  en  suite. 
In  this  way  they  continued  to  travel  as 
quiek  asfour  posthorses  could  oonvey  them/ 
stopping  only  for  necessary  refireshments, 
as  themselves  or  the  animals  required, 
but  holding  noconverse  with  theprisoner, 
exeept  to  inquire  their  route,  tili  arriving 
at  a  small  village,  when  Cramptext  advised 
them  to  halt.  From  hence  he  directed 
their  attention  to  a  narrow  winding  outlet, 
which  led  to  a  small  romantic  kind  of  dell, 
endosed  on  every  side  by  surrounding 
hillSy  and  affording  a  safe  and  natural  co- 
vect :  to  any  that  had  chosen  to  fix  their 
teuts  in  ^  sequestereda  spot;  and  here 

he 


46  FBABS  AJSD  CAEES. 

he  g89te  tke  travdiers  to  understuid  Ifaeir 
JQQiiKjr  termifiatefL 

After  a  sboit  fiODmitatian  hetwwn  the 
parties,  it  was  at  length  agreed  they  shoidd 
ugait  tbe  eanriage,  and  Loatnng  it  at  (the  vil- 
läge,  proeeed  s^rtigfat  to  the  dett^»  ^«kiiig 
eare  at  the  Mme  time  to  manhid  thw  at- 
taadantSy^Q  as  ti«e  captiv«  sbould  japt  gwe 
them  the  ahp,  whm»  aftier  ^rfading  down 
Um  BaiTOw  d<2dmty  for  ahmt  Mf  a 
näe,  the  deil  m  qpAesooo  opjened  iouvie- 
diatelj  heiSsHTe  then. 

Tfais  fioved  to  he  a  .spot  iertile  m  the 
hmnUe»  <hough  hiKunant  deoon^ns  of 
natane»-^  betttti&il  httie  vaUey»  ^huded 
Jbj  aloping  hük  in  i^  tiiejr  irerduw  dad ; 
and  whibt  the  läeh  ihazd»  wüli  otber  cop- 
piee  wood,  ftuiged  ttbeir  summits»  floüiers 
of  «veiy  «hape  and  hue  jtuddad  the  kiter- 
«ediaAe «paees,  waatmgttheirisweetDcason 
<khe  ^lesevt  aii^  unaeen  of  man.  A  limpid 
hroek,  whose  wateis,  bubl^ng  ovrar  liie 
pebMes,  whkli  here  and  there  unpeded  its 
«iirse,  intCMCctcd  'Ae  fgnfiBy  bottomy  and 

with 
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witii  its  pleBsing  muimurs  brcJce  upon  the 
stillness  that  reigned  around.  But  this 
was  ndt  all—«  furtlier  addition  to  the  pic- 
turesque  greeted  their  eyes  as  they  ad- 
▼moed  up  the  dell.  At  tbe  foot  of  cHie 
of  the  hüls,  which  bent  its  brow^  lux- 
uriandy  shaded  with  0¥arhaiiging  wood, 
wfailst  the  brook  ran  parallel  with  the  front, 
learing  jqst  space  suffident  for  the  pur- 
pose,  were  pitdbed  aeveral  grotesque  tents, 
before  whidi  groups  of  the  wandeiinjg 
tribe  of  whcnn  they  wetie  in  seardi,  in  thetr 
wildest  apperel,  wei:e  punniog  their  diflfer- 
ent  oceupations.  In  one  place,  seated  on 
the  grass,  were  observed  four  or  five  of 
different  sexes,  aping  their  superiors,  by 
dedicating  their  time  to  ctacds;  others, 
oxmchingon  the  ground,  were  whiffing  the 
smoke  in  short  curling  eddies  irom  their 
ebony  tubes,  yedept  tobaoeo-pipes;  eeme 
were  nucsing  their  brats,  wfaUflt  a  üew  of 
the  females  had  the  appearance  of  being 
actmally  eogaged  at  some  kind  of  useful 
employment,  and  the  children  oontimied 

to 
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to  chase  each  other  round  the  smoking 
caldron. 

During  the  space  of  a  few  minutes,  the 
träveUers  stopped  to  eontemplate  the  at- 
tractive  scene,  whilst  each  confessed  it  to 
be  worthy  the  pencil  of  a  Wilkie,  could 
he  have  been  a  spectator  at  the  moment ; 
but,  pleasing  as  it  was  to  the  eye  of  the 
beholder,  the  pleasure  was  but  of  short  du- 
ration :  the  grouping  dissolved,  and  all 
became  anarchy  and  confusiön,  as,  with 
damorous  yells,  they  rushed  towards  the 
stxangers  to  petition  for  their  bounty. 

In  a  moment  sir  Hugh  Singleton  beheld 
himself  surrounded  by  nearly  the  whole 
crew,  each  vociferously  imploring  bis  cha- 
rity ;  whilst  the  more  juvenile  cast  their 
eyes  around  bis  person,  in  order  to  discover 
if  they  could  lay  their  pilfering  fingers  on 
a  stray  handkerchief.  Struck  with  their 
squalid  appearance,  their  canting  phrases, 
and  their  thievish  propensities,  a  pang  of 
horror  darted  through  the  bosoms  of  the 
brothers»  as  they  mentally  exclaimed — 


«Are 
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•*  Are  these  the  wretches  with  wliom  it 
has  been  the  adverse  fate  of  our  darlin^ 
boy  to  associate  ?  Wkat  may  he  not  have 
endured,  and  how  may  his  morals  have 
been  corrupted,  during  the  unlucky^  pe- 
riod?"  During  this  their  eyes  quickly 
glanced  amongst  the  group,  in  seareh  of 
thdr  long-lost  treasure;  but  no  Frederick 
was  to  be  observed»  as  they  had  been  ac- 
customed  to  behold  him.  Another  dread- 
ful  apprehension  now  mshed  upon  their 
minds — ^perhaps  he  had  been  made  to  un* 
dergo  some  shocking  metamorphose,  in 
Order  to  disguise  him  from  his  friends. 
They  had  never  recollected  to  question 
Cramptext  on  this  head,  and  the  supposi- 
tion  novr  was  agony — ^they  feared  to  find 
him  at  least  horribly  disfigured — ^perhaps 
a  cripple ;  and  again  the  searching  eye  of 
solicitude  wandered  over  every  child  bear- 
ing  the  least  similitude  in  age  or  size  to  \nm 
they  had  lost ;  but  all  in  vain,  for  in  none 
of  the  ragamuffins  before  them,  could  they 
VOL.  II.  D  distinguish 
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distinguish  a  vestige  of  his  beloved  linea- 
tnents. 

Grown  impatient  at  length  by  this  delay 
to  his  wishes,  sir  Hugh,  in  an  authoritative 
tone,  commanded  Cramptext  to  fiilfil  the 
purport  of  their  joumey  immediately»  by 
bringing  forward  his  nephew.    The  trem- 
bling  eulprit,  although  prepared  for  what 
was  to  ensue,  now  shook  in  every  lirab  as 
"he  listened  to  the  imperative  command, 
and  in  a  voice  faint  with  apprehension,  he 
deroanded  of  the  old  man,  who  stood  fore- 
niost  in  the  circle,  to  see  Ambrose.    Am- 
brose had  been  absent  some  days,  was  the 
reply.     Where  then  was  the  boy,  of  whom 
"Ambrose'  had  been    aceüstomed  to  take 
care?  he  inqiiired,  thus  veiling,  under  a 
figurative  mode  of  speech,  his  true  mean* 
ing. — "  Why  he  is  missing,**  was  the  la- 
conic  reply. 

"  Missing  !"  reiterated  sir  Hugh,  as  the 
equivoeal  meaning  of  the  word  Struck  like 
a  thunderbölt  on  his  heart. 

**  Missing  !'* 
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'*  MissiDg !"  re-echoed  Josiali»  whiUt  to 
the  afirighted  imagination  of  the  startied 
Cramptext,  the  prison-doors  were  already 
yawning  to  receive  their  victim.  "  And 
was  it  for  this,  ^x)undrel !"  continued  Mr. 
Singleton,  addressinghimself  to  the  tremb- 
ling  wretch  before  him,  now  completely 
caugbt  in  his  own  toils — *^  was  it  for  tbis, 
I  say,  that  you  have  dared  to  decoy  us 
bither  under  false  pretences  ?  But  dread 
their  vengeance,  for  the  utmost  penal- 
ty  of  the  law  shall  be  exacted  against 
thee;"  then  tuming  to  the  attendants, 
who,  upon  hearing  their  master*s  words, 
had  already  surrounded  the  hypocrite,  he 
gave  him  in  eharge,  as  their  future  pri- 
soner,  commanding  them  to  keep  him  in 
dose  custody,  or  their  own  safety  should 
pay  the  forfeit  of  their  negligence. 

The  giülty  wretch  now  endeavoured 
to  exeulpate  himself  from  the  present 
Charge,  by  declaring  that  he  had  lefl  the 
young  gentleman  with  this  Company  when 
he  took  bis  leave,  and  had  fuUy  expected 
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to  iiave  found  him  there  on  his  return ; 
but  this,  instead  of  exonerating  him  from 
guilt,  only  plunged  him  still  thicker  into 
difficulties,  by  oonfessing  to  the  whole 
gang  bis  intent,  by  going  thus  secretly  to 
M'ork,  of  defrauding  them  of  their  shüe  of 
the  reward  ofiered  for  the  restcxation  o£ 
Frederick,  by  appropriating  the  whole  of 
it  to  hiraself. 

Enraged  at  this  mark  of  his  duplicity, 
the  whole  o{  the  party  now  opened  upcm 
Iura  like  apack  of  hounds ;  and  the  epithets 
of  **spy,''  "infimner"  with  many  otherop- 
probrious  appellations,  assailed  him.  They 
then,  by  way  of  retaliation  for  the  baseness 
of  his  conduct,  began  to  relate  all  they 
knew  of  the  circumstance,  adding,  that  it 
was  he,  Cramptext  alone,  who  had  been 
the  instigator,  if  not  the  perpetrator  of 
the  crime ;  and  upon  him  alone  ought  to 
rest  the  punishment. 

This  hypothesis  was  not  so  readily  sub- 
scribed  to  on  the.  part  of  the  inflexible  Jo- 
siah, who  feit  as  if  the  whole  set  deserved 

extiipatiim 
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extirpation  from  the  earth ;  not  only  in 
regai^  to  their  nefarious  conduct  towards 
his  son,  but  for  their  mischievous  pro- 
pensities  in  general.  But  this  ,was  not  a 
moment  to  irritate  such  wretches  by 
confessing  his  sentiments;  his  aim  was 
to  learn^  if  possible,  what  was  become  of 
Frederick,  if  he  was  really  in  the  land  of 
the  living»  and  StiU  sulgect  to  their  power; 
or»  as  the  ambiguity  of  the  word  missing 
seemed  to  imply,  he  was  indeed  no  mbre. 
For  this  purpose  then,  in  as  firm  and 
subdued  a  tone  as  he  oould  eommand,  re- 
garding  the  old  man,  at  the  same  time» 
with  an  eye  so  penetrating,  that  seemed  to 
search  the  deepest  recessesof  his  heart,  Mr. 
Singleton  demanded  that  he  would  answer 
precisely,  and  without  equivocation,  what 
had  become  crfthe  young  gentleman,  who 
had  been  brought  amongst  them  some 
mohths  since,  by  (as  his  people  had  said) 
the  instigation  of  the  rascal  before  them. 
The  old  man,  at  this  direct  appeal,  stepped 
forward  with  an  humble  bend  of  the  body» 
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at  tlie  same  time  raising  his  hat,  and  giv- 
ihg  his  long  silvery  hair  to  the  winds, 
whilst  a  kind  of  beseeching  smile  irradr- 
ated  his  sun-bumt  vlsage^and  proceeded  to 
säy— "  that  for  aught  he  knew  to  the  con- 
trary,  the  youngster  was  well  and  happy ; 
but  whcre^  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  say, 
that  being  beyond  his  poor  coneeption," 

•**Rascal !"  vociferated  sir  Hugh,  whilst 
his  lip  quivered  with  contending  emo- 
tions,  **  darest  thou  prevaricate  ?  answer 
me  directly  to  the  point,  or  you  shall  have 
cause  to  repent  your  temerity,  At  what 
time,  and  in  what  manner,  did  you  lose 
sight  of  the  young  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion?** 

Still  bending  in  a  conciliating  attitude, 
while  ä  something  which  he  meant  for  a 
smile,  but  which  might  have  been  denomi- 
nated  a  grin,  rested  upon  his  countenance, 
the  hoary-headed  sinner  immediately  re- 
plied— "  I  ax  .your  honour's  pardon,  no 
offence,  I  hope ;  I  sartinly  did  not  mane 
to  deceive  your  honour  in  this  busines», 

but 
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but  will  be  after  telling  you  tbe  whole  of 
the  sequelin  ajiffey,  and  this  it  is : — ^when 
our  party,  an  plase  ye,  quitted  winter-quarT 
ters,  in  order  to  reach  tbeir  present  pleasant 
abode»  we  all  travelled  on  very  comfort^ 
ably  and  nately  together,  except  the  lad 
about  whom  you  are  making  such  a  pother ; 
and  he»  from  not  being  very  hearty  during: 
the  wintry  sason»  was  not,  I  suppose^  quite 
strong  enough  to  keep  up  with  the  rest 
This  at  first  gave  us  a  little  trouble»  but  our 
comrade  Ambrose,  who,  as  I  may  say,  had 
al ways  taken  him  under  his  protection,  and! 
who,  fot  the  last  week  or  two,  had  been  ill 
also,  lagged  behind  with  him ;  but  botb 
bringing  up  the  rear  at  night,  their  ob^ 
sence  was  not  so  much  regarded. 

"  On  the  third  moming,  however,  from* 
our  setting  out,  we  found  that  Ambrose 
had  been  very  ill  during  tbe  night,  and 
was  even  then  unable  to  continue  his  jour* 
ney,  when  the  rest  of  tbe  party  not  liking. 
to  halt  longer  than  the  time  deemed  ne« 
cessary  for  sleep,  left  him  still  the  tenant 
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of  the  miserable^  hovel,  which  had  shelter- 
ed  him  for  the  night^  and  again  set  for- 
ward  on  their  joumey. 

*•  Well,  yoiir  honour,  as  we  proceeded 
onwards,  again  yoong  *  Come-by-chance/ 
the  name  we  gave  him  when  he  first  comed 
amongst  us,  was  observed  to  be  loitering 
behind,  and  we  were  several  ttmes  obliged 
to  stojAill  he  overtook  the  rest  of  us,  when 
I  was  foroed  to  remonstrate  with  him  a 
little  upon  bis  negligence. — *  Arrah,  how 
is  this,  my  honey  ?*  says  I ;  *  you  don't 
stand  pretty  behaved  to-day,  to  be  after 
lagging  so  far  astem  of  us!  Keep  up, 
keep  up,  my  jewci,  or  you  will  have  a  lit- 
tle whdesome  an  yonr  hack ;'  but  this  was 
Said,  your  honour,  only  by  way  of  a  spur, 
for,  on  my  oonsdence,  I  never  hurt  a 
hair  of  his  head  in  my  life.  Well,  gentle- 
min,  in  answer  to  this,  the  little  spalpeen 
cried  out  that  his  Jegs  were  weary,  and 
that  he  could  not  walfc  any  faster. — *  Och, 
well,  and  if  that  is  it,'  said  I,  *  why  you 
shall  have   my  own  Neddy,  and  I  wil> 

take 
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take  a  spell  at  Walking  myself/  So  say ing, 
I  mounted  him  on  my  beautiful  sleek- 
eared  little  tatmper,  that  carried  him  like 
a  darlingr  and  then  I  thought  he  would 
be  sure  to  make  his  way  good  with  us.  But 
in  a  Short  while  Neddy  feil  in  love  with  a 
lot  of  tempting  thistles,  that  grew  invitingly 
by  the  load-side ;  and  I  thought»  as  the  poor 
beast  had  not  eatea  much  in  the  day^  and 
the  lad  seemed  indined  to  indulge  him,. 
why  he  might  as  well  take  a  mouthful  or 
two,  whilst  we  unwittingly  jogged  for- 
ward.  From  time  to  time,  however,  I 
cast  an  eye  behind  me,  not  doubting  in 
the  least  but  that  Neddy  would  soon  over- 
take  US,  tliough  I  could  see  nothing  o£ 
him  or  his  rider,  tiU  my  old  legs  ached 
again,  and  gave  me  to  understand  they 
could  not  Support  their  burtben  much 
longer.  It  was  now  become  necessary  to 
wait  forthem  in  good  eamest ;_  but  neithet 
the  youngster  nor  Neddy  hove  in  sight, 

and  I  began  to  think  the  little  rase 1 

beg  pardon,  your  honours,  for  swearing — I 
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b^;an  to  think  that  Neddj  was  as  bad  as 
his  rider,  and  that  both  seemed  disposed 
to  give  US  the  slip ;  when  after  waiting 
near  an  hour,  without  seeing  a  vestige  of 
either,  it  was  agreed  to  dispatch  one  of  the 
Company  in  pursuit  of  them.  Again  we 
had  to  wait  for  the  rettim  of  oor  messen- 
ger,  whp,  after  scampering  back  i^in  fbr 
two  or  three  miles,  and  peering  mto  every 
nook  and  comer.  as  he  passed»  at  length 
discovered  Neddy  quieüy  browzing  on 
those  same  thistles  that  had  at  first  attract^ 
ed  his  attention,  but  Come  by-chance 
seemed  gone  by  design,  as  he  could  obtain 
no  traces  of  him  ;  nor  have  we  either  se^i 
or  heard  of  the  runaway  sinoe ;  and  this, 
your  honoursy  I  will  take  my  affidavy,  is 
the  whole  truth  of  the  matter.** 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


DiSAPPOiNTMENT  again  shed  her  baleful* 
mfiuence  over  the  mind  of  the  diseömfited 
sir  Hugb».  while  he  feit  himself  fdiled  ini 
the  double  expectation  he  bad  indulged» 
that  of  beuig  able  to  embrace  bis  nephew« 
whilst  he  fbrced  bim  from  the  hands  of  the 
miscreants  who  bad  so  long  detained  hinr 
from  bis  arms ;  and  he  became,  in  eonse^ 
^uence,  again  the  prey  of  fear,  doubt,  and 
suspieion. 

What  was  next  to  be  done  7 — Should 
they,  he  questioned  within  himself,  stand 
tamely  by,  giving  implicit  credence  to  the 
old  man's  tale,  withoiit  adue'investigation 
into  the  truth  of  what  he  bad  advanced  ? 
certainly  not :  fbr  the  purpose  then  of  ascer- 
taining  it  the  more  effectually,  he  thought 
the  best  measure  would  be  to  seize  iipon< 

D  ft  the 
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the  old  man  as  an  accomplice  with  Cramp- 
texty  and  by  confronting  them  togetber, 
tbey  migbt  arrive  at  tbe  trüth  of  the  affair^ 
while  bis  evidente  woüld  go  towards  cri- 
minating  tbe  artful  villain  wbo  bad  tbua 
been  playing  a  double  part  amongst  tbem. 
Witbout  more  ado  tben,  tbe  attendants 
were  commanded  to  lay  bold  of  t^e  old> 
man,  in  order  to  oonduct  bim  with  Cramp« 
text  before  the  fifst  acting  magistrate; 
wbere  it  was  hoped  tbey  wpuld  meet  tbe 
reward  due  to^  tbeir  merited  crimes. 

Against  tbis  coerdon  tbe  old  man  now 
loudly  vociferated,  exckiming,  that  ^^  he 
knew  notbing  of  the  young  vagabond,  and 
that  it  was  Ambrose  whom  tbey  ought  to 
seize,  not  bim,  skice  it  was  he  that  bad 
brougbt  the  imp  amongst  them;  and  it 
was  from  bim  that  tbey  should  look  for  in- 
telligence,  if  tbey  were  not  satisfied  with 
what  he  bad  toM  tbem/* 

To  the  strength  of  tbis  argumenta  per- 
baps  tbe  brothers  in  some  meastire  assented; 
but  where  was  tbis  Ambrose  he  spoke  of, 

as 
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as  having  so  much  to  do  in  this  afiair,  to* 
be  found?  Should  they  return  to  the 
kovel  mentioned  by  tbe  old  man»  where 
they  had  left  bim  some  time  before,  he  bad 
doubtlessly  taken  bis  departure  from  tbence 
if  he  was  ali ve ;  and  to  seek  information  from 
a  dead  man,  would  be  ratber  ad  inoon- 
gruous  idet.  To  trust  therefore  to  tbe 
discovery  of  tliis.  Ambrose  they  thought 
altogetber  impolitic;:  for  should  they  lose 
tbe  present  opportunity  of  gaining  furtber 
Information,  as  well  bs  punisbing  these^ 
rascaLs,  who  must  have  been  equally  guilty 
of  tbe  ne&rious  act  in  question,  another 
might  not  ocxjur.  The  signal  therefore,  as 
has  been  previously  stated»  was  immedi-^ 
ately  given,  the  oM  man  and  bis  copactner 
in  guilt  properly  secured,  and  the  rest  of 
the  party  in  diie  order  prepared  with  them 
to  qiiit  this  fascinating  Valley. 

During  the  unexpected  controversy 
which  had  taken  place,  the  rest  rfthe  tribe 
had  been  passive  spectators  of  the  scene  y 
bat  no  sooner  did  they  behold  theijr  leader^ 
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their  faiher,  as  they  were  wont  to  style 
him,  led  off  in  order  ta  become  entangled 
in  the  trammds  of  Justice»  who  so  perti«- 
nadously  holds  her  balance  even,  that  slie^ 
cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  let  it  prepon^ 
(terate,  even  in  favour  of  the  fallen  culpiit, 
tfaan  theiv  wratb  broke  forth  like  a  smother- 
ed  flame,  ^bieh  rages  the  fiercer  for  haviiig^ 
been  repressed ;  anda^violent  eSovt^  in  order 
to  effect  bis  rescue,  seemed  in*  agitation.. 
The  party  however  of  the  opponents  con- 
sisted  chiefly  of  old  men,  women^  and  chil- 
dien,^  the  stouter  part  of  the  Community 
being  absent  in  pussuance  of  their  daily 
functiöns;  and  these  could  only  vent  their 
rage  in  wild  clamour  and  abuse  against  sir 
Hugh,  Cramptext,  and  the  whole  party, 
when  finding  themselves  unable  to  effect 
their  purpose  of '  liberatihg  the  old  man,, 
by  the  steady  perseverance  of  Josiah,  wha« 
conducted  the  whole  affair,  their  wrath 
broke  forth  against  the  defenceles$*preach- 
er,  whom  they  accused  of  being  the  insti* 
gatoc  of alUhe  mischief  about  to  befall  them : 

andi 
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and  whfle  they  insulted  him  Mrith  eveiy 
o{^robrious  epithet^  and  threatened  him 
^ith  the  yengeanoe  of  the  vrhcie  tnber, 
shoiild  he  ever  dare  to  come  within  readi» 
of  their  faiigs,  he  in  retcrm  thundered 
against  them  all  the  horrors  of  perdition^. 
to  which  he  averred  they  were  quickly 
hastetiliig  for  their  ingratitude ;  and  pro«^ 
phesied,  like  Maw-worm  in  the  Hypocrite^ 
that  they  would  still  be  glad  to  lay  hold  of 
the  skirts  of  his  garment  to  assist  them  in* 
their  flight  towards  heaveii. 

As  the  gentlemen  with  their  prisoners, 
wound  seeurely  up  the  ascent  leading  from 
the  dell,  the  tumult  gradually  subsided, 
and  at  length  all  became  quiet ;  the  unriily 
horde  were  now  seen  suUenly  retreating  ta 
their  tents,  not  daring  to  foUow  their  cap- 
tive  companion  into  the  village,  for  fear  of 
worse  consequences ;  for  here,  as  well  as  in 
many  other  plaees,  they  werex>nly  tokrated 
from  a  dread  of  the  mischief  they  might 
commit,if  persecuted;  they  understood  the 

compact 
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compact  very  well»  and  therefore  took 
care  not  to  provoke  hostilities.  Here  the 
party  re^kied  their  carriage,  and  with  the- 
addition  they.  had  made  to  th^ir  Company, 
set  off  as  expeditiously  as  possible  to  the 
nearest  town»  where  they  might  light  upoiv 
a  magistrate. 

An  hour*s  brisk  driving  brought  our 

tiavellers  withm  sight  of  C ;  here  they 

knew  they  should  be  at  no  loss  for  what 
they  sought ;  and  alighting  at  the  prind-- 
pal  inn  which  the  town  afforded,  were  at 
their  request  knmediately  condueted  be- 
fore  the  mayor,  who  drawing  his  conclu- 
si(ms  from  the  repcMt  given  of  these  va- 
grants,  whose  owa  cenfessions  only  went 
towards  criminating  each  other,  he  soon 
ibund  good  cause  for  committing  them 
hoth  to  the  county  gaol,  there  to  remain. 
tili  the  ensuing  assizes,  when  they  would 
be  tried  by  the  laws  e£  their  country  for 
child-stealing :  and  if  they  could  not  then 
pcave  the  existence  of  the  child  in  question», 

they 
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they  were  given  to  understand,  a  mudi 
heavier  Charge  would  be  preferred  against 
them — that  of  being  his  murderer. 

The  dreaded  prison,  whose  veiy  name 
had  fearfully  rung  in  the  ears,  whilst  its 
terrific  form  had  floated  on  the  imagina- 
tion  of  the  shuddering  Cramptext,  now 
opened  its  ponderous  jaws  to  receive  him 
in  reality ;  and  having  delivered  him  into 
the  hands  of  the  m^ciless  gaoler,  who» 
frequently  insensible  to  the  misfortunes  of 
his  prisoners,  seeks  only  to  torment  them, 
and  by  his  cruelties  study  to  increase  their 
torments,  the  travellers  again  bent  their 
'weary  steps  towards  hörne.  But  with  what 
difierent  sensations  did  they  now  enter  it 
from  those  they  experieneed  at  setting  out 
on  their  successless  errand!  then,  bome 
high  on  the  buoyant  pinion  of  hope,  all 
was  joy  and  pleasing  expectation ;  now 
the  abyss  of  disappointment  yawned  before 
them,  surrounded  by  grief,  anxiety,  and 
despair. 

i^gain  all  clue  that  might  have  led  ta 

the 
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tbe  diseovery  o{  the  fugitive  had  disap^ 
peared,  and  bis  ßite  still  remained  wrapped 
in  the  darkest  uncertainty,  without  a  Sin- 
gle ray  of  light  to  point  out  tbe  path  next 
to  be  pursued.  Sir  Hugh  again  recom* 
mended  the  advertising  him,  with  9x1  ad^ 
ditional  reward»  in  which  Josiah,  thoug^ 
aecustomed  all  bis  life  to  the  frugal  System 
which  taugbt  faim  to  keep  with  care  what 
had  been  acquired  with  difficulty,  acced- 
ed :  while  Mrs.  Singileton  strenuöusly  ad- 
vked  thdr  remouuting  their  h<»8e8»  an(i 
scburing  the  fitee  of  the  country ;  for  by 
that  raeans  they  might  be  enabled  to  pe- 
netrate  into  the  most  secret  passes  wb^^e  a 
carriage  could  not  proceed :  adding»  that  if 
the  old  man's  tale  was  true»  in  such  places* 
as  those  they  would  be  the  most  likely  to 
discover  her  darling  son,  though  they  might 
hazard  breaking  their  necks ;  but  *^  nothing 
venture,  nothing  have,**  she  exdaimed, 
"  and  rd  either  win  the  horse,  or  lose  tbe- 
saddle,"  if  it  rested  with  me  to  determine. 
In  thia  controversy,  with  the  reader^s  leave, 

we 
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we  will  now  leave  them,  who,  it  is  boped, 
will  feel  himself  safficiently  interested  in 
the  &te.of  our  hero  to  excuse  the  digres« 
skm^and  endeavour^  like  the  i^tated  family » 
to  See  wbat  is  beoome  of  him. 

Fredmck,  duiing  a  long  and  tedious 
winter»  had  pined  in  dark  captivity ;  for 
as  bis  going  abroad  could  be  of  no  es- 
sential  Service  to  bis  tyrants»  be  betng  too 
sickly,  besides  wbat  tbey  tenned  stupid, 
to  render  them  any  kind  of  benefit  in  that 
way»  it  was  not  tbought  neoessary  fbr  bim 
to  seent  the  Uivigorating  breese  on  bis  own 
acoount;  it  was  tberefinre  the  idea  alone  of 
quitting  tbese  borrible  cavems  in  the  spring 
that  supported  bim,  wben  a  vague  hope 
would  intervene  of  bis  being  able,  in  one 
way  or  otber,  to  acoomplisb  bis  liberty. 
To  tbis  bo^  tben,  tbougb  a  sballow  one^ 
be  had  düng  for  support»  like  the  despair- 
ing  sailor  wben  be  clasps  the  mast  of  bis 
sinking  vessel,  which  be  believes  will  over« 
stop  tbe  rising  waves,  ready  tooverwbelm 
bim  in  bis  distress ;  and  wben  tbe  bour  ar^ 

rived 
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rived  tfaat  brought  the  glad  tidings  of  their 
removal,  his  young  heart  bounded  hi^ 
with  the  expectation  of  scmie  Coming  good» 
some  happy  leverse  of  fate^  that  was  to  re- 
ward bim  for  his  past  sufferings,  by  hb 
emandpatioa  fiom  the  hands  of  bis  ene- 
mies. 

The  moraing  that  dawned  upon  the  de* 
partmre  <rf*  the  moüey  group  fiom  their  so- 
litary  dwelling  was  refulgently  lovely. 
Pbcebos  dione  forth  in  all  bis  lustre ;  not 
a  doud  advanoed  to  obscure  the  dear  se*; 
rene  of  the  bcxizon ;  the  lively  c^iwisters 
of  the  groves,  as  the  party  passed  along^ 
warbled  their  dulcet  notes  fiom  every  spray» 
whilst  the  air  emitted  a  soü  and  renovating 
fiiagrance« 

Could  such  a momingas  this  fiulto  shed 
its  invigcmUing  influence  cm  the  forlom  in- 
valid» who»  in  a  great  measure»  had  been 
debarred  the  cheering  ligbt  of  heaven  for 
so  many  months  of  bis  existence  ? — ISo,  it 
had  all  the  efiect  which  such  a  change,. 
from  confinement  to  apparent  liberty,  could 

be 
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be  supposed  to  produce^— >that  of  enliven- 
ing  liis  spiritSy  bracing  his  solids,  and  re- 
novating  his  whole  nervous  System;  and 
hy  so  dcnng»  had  rendered  him  suiSciently 
oourageous  to  undertake  the  step  he  had 
meditated — ^that  of  escaping  firom  his  per« 
8ecut<»rs. 

The  only  stumbling-block  in  the  way 
of  the  now-resolute  boy  was  the  cripple 
Ambrose.  From  what  cause  he  was  un« 
able  to  account,  but  this  person  never  lost 
sight  of  him ;  while  therefore  he  continued 
to  watch  him  so  dosely,  Frederick  knew 
that  to  make  any  attempt  at  his  meditated 
liberation  would  be  in  vain.  But  when 
he,  so  opportunely  for  our  hero,  feil  sick, 
and  was  obliged  to  be  left  behind  in  the 
hovel,  then  was  the  time,  the  golden  op- 
portunity,  which,  if  once  lost,  might  never 
be  regained ;  and  so  well  did  he  avail  him- 
selfof  iU  thatleaving  the  old  man's  ass,  as 
has  been  already  explained,  by  theroad- 
^de    h^  speedily  made  off  in  a  contrary  di- 

fMioii,  a™^  ^^^  ^^^  beyond  the  reach  of 

his 
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way  oould  the  unfortunate  wandercr  now 
bend  his  weaiy'steps? — toscale  the  moim- 
tain's  cra^y  beight  was  altogether  imprac- 
ticaUe  ^  equall j  imposäble  and  unprofit- 
aUe  was  it,  he  thoughf^  to  desoend  the 
ravine's  rocky  steeps»  whilst^the  hanen 
moor  hdd  out  no  other  prospect  but  &- 
tigue  without  end,  and  famting  for  want 
of  food.  Beddes,  it  was  now  high  noon, 
and  the  sun  poured  his  hottest  rs^s  on 
the  defenceless  head  of  the  exhausted  tra- 
veller ;  when  feeling  his  strength  fidl^  and 
his  limbs  in  too  relaxed  a  State  to  bear  him 
farther,  he  threw  himself  despairingly  upon 
a  jutting  point  of  rock,  which,  dothed  with 
a  rieh  heathery  verdure,  invited  to  repose ; 
and  here,  insensible  of  danger,  he  soon  feil 
into  a  profound  sleep,  forgettirig  alike  the 
woes  that  overwhelmed  him,  and  the  perik 
by  which  he  was  surrounded. 


CHAP. 
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(^HAPTER  VI. 


Phgbbus'  last  diverging  lays,  as  heslow^ 
9iuik  behind  the  ^^  doud-capt"  mountain, 
danted  with  a  mellow  lustre  on  the  spot 
liiere  Frederick  had 

»  Stretch'd  bis  boybb  ibrm/' 

gft  fileep  forsook  him.  The  scene  whioh  ha 
hfld  so  lately  contemplated»  a^  glowing  in 
aU:  the  height  of  sunulier  brightness,  he 
n&w  beheld  thrown  into  shade,  and  manj^ 
djfitant  objects  whidi  he  recoUected  as  formt 
log  prominent  parts  in  the  landscuqpe  were 
nnw  seai^cely  visible.  Hardly  creditiiig  bis 
own.  senses»  that  a  &w  short  hours  oontd 
faaire  made  sudi  an  alteratioD,  or  that  be 
CQuld  haye  remained  in  ilie  sante  place  in 
idiidi  he  had  lain  himself  down  toiest^  hß 
▼oii.  IL  E  arose 
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arose,  rubbed  his  eyes,  and  took  every  mea- 
sure  to  assure  kimself  that  he  was  really 
and  truly  awake,  and  still  in  the  very 
identical  Situation  in  which  sleep  had  over- 
taken  and  made  him  his  prisoner. 

Scarcely  now  did  the  last  glowing  light 
of  day's  brilliant  lüminary  gild  the  top  of 
tfaß  mountam — ^the  shadows  belpw  began 
to  thicken,  and  night  seemed  dosing  in  on 
every  side;    still  no  fiiendly  habitatioji, 
as  he  wildly  gazed  around,  greeted  bis 
longing  eye — ^no  protecting  spot  that  could 
afford  shelter  for  the  night  came  within  the 
compass  of  his  Observation ;  and  the  wild 
and  desolate  cavem  that  he  had  so  lately 
oceupied  became,  in  his  present  dilemma» 
an  objeet  of  regret.     To  quit  the  local  Si- 
tuation he  now  possessed,  to  wander  he 
knew  not  whither,  perhaps  to  run  into 
taifold  danger,  prudence  forbade :  flinging 
binäself  therefore  again  upon  the  friendly 
earth,  where  he  had  so  longreposed  himself» ' 
he  prepared  to  take  up  his  former  position^ 
and  endeavour  to   steq>  bis  sorrows  in 

sleep*s 
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deep's  oblivious  stream  tili  moming ;  and 
now 

**  Each  flower  the  dews  have  lightlj  wet, 

And  in  the  sky  the  stars  are  met ; 

Aad  on  the  wave  a  deeper  blae. 

And  on  the  leaf  a  browner  hue; 

And  in  the  heaven^  that  clear  obscore^ 

So  softly  dark,  and  darkly  pore, 

Tbat  follows  the  decline  of  day, 

As  twiligbt  melts  beneath  tbe  moon  away  s'' 

but  the  repose  courted  by  the  unhappy 
Frederick  fled  his  pursuit^  whilst  painflil 
Y^ils  usurped  its  place;  and  when  the 
möon  broke  forth  in  all  her  chastened  lus- 
tre»  and 

"  A  loveliefi  purer  ligbt  than  that  of  day 
Rests  on  the  scene,*' 

he  again  quitted  his  grassy  bed,  and  peeped 
around  in  search  of  succour ;  for  heavy  and 
chill  now  feil  the  dews  of  night,  a  painful 
languor  was  stealing  through  his  wearied 
limbs,  and  he  feit  as  if,  in  his  present  for< 
lom  State,  he  should  be  scarce  able  to  exist 
tili  moming — ^much  less  again  to  see  hom^ 

£  2  and 
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aM'  tfaoM  bdoved  friends  who  wenci  he 
doubted  not,  at  this  very  moment  bitteiijr 
bewaiUng  bis  wayward  fate. 

Lfost  in  tbese  melancboly  reflections^  he 
oontinued  to  pace  witb  feeble  steps  the 
boundary  be  bad  marked  out  for  bimsd^ 
till^  BS  tbe  moon  threw  ber  pole  light  on 
a  fissore  in  tbe  rods.  immediately  witfain 
bis  vidniiy ,  b^  ttaidbd  be  bebeld  sometbing 
lesembling  a  beaten  patb  tbat  appeaiad  W 
wind:  down  its  dedivity.  Hoping  tfa^t 
wbit  he  saw  migbt  piove  a  beaoon  tocon» 
duQt  bim  tp  aorae  place  of  sbelter,  whew 
he  migbt  at  least  be  able  to  stretch  him- 
self In  ^-eater  security  tban  upon  tbe  damp 
grass  wbicb  be  iiad  quitted,  be  cautiously 
overstepped  tbe  banging  brink,  and  gain« 
iitg  a  firm  footing,  found  tbat  be  bäd  ndt 
btet^  deceiired  in  Ms  coDjectiühes. 

Hie  bttlettattow  patb  in  wbicb  f^tedfe- 
iiUk  now  dläscovered  bimself  a  pedeMriltti, 
le(Otin  ä  ra^  descent  down  tbe  recky  sidie 
cf'  the  ravine.  This  be  figbtiy  folWed, 
tiB'he  reaehe^  as  nearly  as  be  oould  om- 

jecture. 
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jectm^,  half  way  down  the  nigged  steep, 
when  looking  earnestly  before  bim,  ht 
could  distinguish  tio  resemblanc^  of  Ivhat 
he  sougbt,  all  below  bemg  shrouded  hx  the 
darkness  of  night.  To  have  putsued  hh 
wayiarther,  he  deemed  impoHtic,  ifnot 
dang^t)u8 ;  fbr  how  could  he  say  into  what 
labyrinth  of tnitehiefit  might  not  lead  him  ? 
Stopping  Short,  therefof  e,  he  began  to  cdh" 
Ader  what  were  best  to  be  done  in  this  new 
dilemma,  and  at  the  same  time  exäminfatg 
the  spot  as  weU  as  he  was  able  by  the  )pat. 
tial  light  of  the  tnoon,  he  was  Struck  on  ä 
sudden  by  the  appearance  of  a  small  recesi^ 
in  the  side  of  the  hill  just  behitid  him. 
Here  he  conjectured  he  might  find  a  «afe 
retreat  tili  moming,  andcreepingcautiously 
into  the  cavity,  he  soon  discovered  it  to  be 
a  sand-hole,  perfectly  soft  and  dry,  when 
throwing  himself  on  its  friendly  bottom, 
he  again  lost  sight  of  bis  griefs  and  cared 
in  a  profound  sleep. 

«  Willey,  Willey,  Willey !"  sounded  con- 
fuaedly  in  the  ears  of  the  young  sieeper,  ei^ 

E  3  he 
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he  had  undosed  hiseyes  again  to  welcome 
day;  and  "Willey,  Willey!"  again  rung 
through  bis  oracular  organs»  as  he  en- 
deavoured  to  collect  his  scattered  senses 
sufBdently  to  ascertain  where  he  was, 
Raising  himself  quickly  at  the  repeated 
sound  upon  his  hands  and  knees,  he  tried 
to  peep  from  his  concealment,  for  that 
purpose,  when  he  observed  the  sun  riding 
high  in  the  heavens,  from  which  he  con- 
duded  the  day  was  far  advanced ;  but  still 
no  tempting  little  white  cottage,  or  even 
miner^s  hut,  such  as  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed  to  observe  in  his  former  expeditions, 
brokethe  wild  sameness  of  the  rocky  chasm» 
to  promise  the  relief  he  so  much  needed. 

Sleep  had  indeed  kindly  refreshed  his 
wearied  limbs,  but  hungere  with  her  vul- 
ture  beak,  was  gnawing  in  his  bosom ;  for 
be  it  remembered  thart  the  unfortunate  pe- 
destrian  had  not  tasted  food  since  he  shared 
the  gipsies  breakfast  twenty-four  hours  be- 
fore ;  and  how  to  procure  a  supply  of  that 
necessary  artide  in  the  present  emergency^ 

when 
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when  not  a  human  habitation  came  with- 
in  his  ken,  was  past  conception.  Sick 
therefore  with  terror,  as  the  idea  of  perish- 
ing  for  want  in  this  wild  place  presented 
itself»  he  again  feil  half-fainting  on  his  San- 
dy oouch,  and  covering  his  face  with  his 
hands,  burst  into  a  violent  flood  of  tears. 

Bitter  was  the  torrent  that  now  flowed 
firom  Frederick's  eyes,  when  again  the  re- 
Petition  of  "  Willey !"  as  it  mingled  with 
the  roar  of  the  falling  cataract,  Struck  on 
bis  ears.  It  could  not  have  been  a  dream 
tiien  which  haunted  his  troubled  fancy,. 
but  was  in  reality  the  echo  of  a  human 
voioe,  and  that  a  very  sweet  one,  which 
had  so  oflen  repeated  the  welcome  dis- 
syllable :  but  whether  it  was 

"  r  ih*  air  or  the  earth," 

he  oould  not  teil ;  all  he  knew  was,  that  it 
feil  sweetly  on  his  heart,  as  portentous  of 
saving  him  from  a  cruel  and  perhaps  a  lin- 
gering  death. 
Buoyant  with  hope's  radiant  smile,   he 

E  4  now 
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nötr  haskify  prepwed  to  qwA  bis  resfmj^ 
phiäe^  when,  at  the  instant  he  was  atepping^ 
tokäiy  a  beautifiil  {»ed  goat  cüMexei  fest 
hiaa^  which  bounding  üp  the  Meep  he  ab- 
servesä,  had  gabied  the  side  a£  a  &mäle  stau 
tioned  cm  a  point  of  rock  above,  and  wbose 
errand  tbere,  if  he  might  judge  by  ihr 
oaresses  she  lävisfaed  on  the  amma},  itras  to 
seek  the  truant  favourite,  and  hem  tbe 
vcnce  which  had  so  sweetlj  soandedinÜs 
longmg  ears. 

Kow  then  was  the  kieky  mihute  fytük 
ahnost  despairing  boy,  when»  by  femäenag 
himself  visible,  he  might  obtadn  tbe  veB^F 
whidi  bis  pressing  necessities  so  immieft- 
ately  required;  and  for  that  pnrpose  he 
now  contrived  to  place  himself  in  the  pütti 
which  he  saw  the  female  and  her  lively 
companion  preparing  to  descend,  and  not 
without  some  perturbation  awaited  their 
i^roach. 

As  the  female  continued  leisurely  to  äd- 
vance  along  the  rugged  path  beibre  her, 
Frederidk  observed  one  end  of  a  eord  fist- 

ened 
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ened  roand  the  faorns  of  the  lestive  tnimdl^ 
wkile  the  other  was  twisted  round  the 
hold  of  his  eonductress,  who  was  stooping 
evary  moment  to  caress  her  Charge,  whibt 
he  «8  instinGtively  kept  looking  up,  asif  to 
dbmand  ))ardon  finr  his  trespass,  tili  a  smaU 
tum  in  the  prc^ecting  rock  gave  h»  afiiU 
view  of  the  supplinnt,  as  he  stood  ready  to 
pre&r  his  eager  petition. 

In  a  inoment,  as  if  Struck  by  some  hör«- 
rific  Vision,  the  female  started  back,  whioi) 
upon  Frederick's  advandng  a  step  or  twe» 
tlie  goat  began  butting  with  all  his  migfat ; 
and  then,  as  if  to  escape  the  object  of  hSä 
dislike,  he  bounded  past  him,  dragging  hii 
mistress,  who,  unable  to  extricate  her  band 
from  the  cord  which  bound  her  to  her  oap^ 
tive,  was  precipitated  by  him  from  steep 
to  steep^  tili  they  reached  a  projeetion 
which  overhung  the  dashing  toirent ;  fram 
whence,  had  she  not  clung  to  some  buriies 
which  peeped  from  thie  narrow  fissures  of 
therocki  and  by  so  doing  stopped  the  wild 
progrees  ^  ti^e  afirighted  animal,  both 

£  5  might 
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might  faave  fallen,  thence  to  rise  no  more. 

Frederick  observing  the  perilous  Situ- 
ation in  which  the  giddy  animal  had  thus 
plüi^ged  his  conductress,  immediately  dart- 
ed  forward  in  order  to  effect  her  liberatimi ; 
and  making  as  rapid  a  deseent  as  his  weak- 
ness  allowed,  he  soon  reacfaed  the  spot 
where  the  unfbrtunate  pair  seemed  await- 
ing  inevitable  destruetion.  Here,  having 
obtained  a  sure  footing,  he  caught  firm 
hold  of  the  female  with  one  band,  while 
with  the  other  he  hastened  to  unloose  the 
cord,  which,  by  attaching  her  to  the  goat, 
had  been  the  origin  of  this  disaster ;  when 
finding  himself  at  liberty,  he  again  scam- 
pered  oflF  with  out  ceremony,  leaving  his 
terrified  mistress  to  the  care  of  her  young 
preserver. 

The  attention  of  the  dauntless  boy,  ^ho 
had  thus  yolunteered,  at  the  peril  of  his 
own  life,  to  save  that  of  a  fellow-creature, 
was  now  called  towards  the  being  he  had 
almost  miraculously  saved.  That  it  was 
a  feinal^  her  garments»  though  equally 

wild 
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wild  and  grotesque  with  those  wom  by 
the  females  with  whom  he  had  of  late  ^ 
aociated,  had  Jl^iformed  )pm ;  but  of  what 
&s^»  age»  or  oomplexion,  so  transient  had 
been  bis  view  of  her,  and  so  strongly  had 
hebeen  wrapped  in  the  blissful  idea  of  re- 
Geving  bis  necessities,  he  had  not  been 
aUe  to  determine.  Judge  therefore  bis 
auprise»  when,  in  raising  the  object  of  bis 
solidtude  from  the  recumbent  posture  in 
which  she  had  düng  to  the  rock,  he  beheld 
a  beautiful  girl,  apparently  of  a  more  tender 
ag^  than  himself,  but  who  still  shewed 
dgns  of  the  utmost  terror  at  bis  presence. 
Frederick,  whose  natural  wants  became 
eveiy  moment  more  pressing,  and  who 
thought  he  discovered  in  the  litüe  moun- 
taineer  a  strong  disposition  to  escape  bim, 
now  began  with  great  eamestness  to  plead 
fct  assistance;  beseeching  her  to  permit 
him  to  foUow  her  home,  in  order  to  appease 
the  hunger  by  which  he  was  devoured«  A 
the  first  sound  of  bis  voice  she  started, 
tben  qred  him  from  head  to  foot,  as  if  ht 

E  6  was 
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was  an  öbjeet  still  to  be  dreadted ;  but  ac 
ffae  i:qpefition  of  the  word  humger^  a  loök 
of  lie5i^en-bom  pity  tve^m^u^xÄ,  frtfÄ  \m 
eyes,  and  as  she  reascended  the  steep,  slM^ 
lämidly  tnade  him  a  sign  to  foBoMr  iien 

Witib  a  ligiit  and  aiiy  Step,  the  iMlcieA 
feet  of  the  Kttle  wanderet  now  pattedixp 
the  Tugged  crags,  tili  she  hsni  nectify 
reached  the  spot  fi^om  whence  she  had  beett 
so  rudeiy  dragged ;  here  gaining  a  narrcAt 
ledge  of  the  rock  whidi  shelved  alang  tfae 
steep  side  of  this  tremendous  chasm,  she 
rapidty  tripped  along  its  winding  desceiit, 
followed  by Frederick,  when  having  r^adi- 
ed  the  bottom,  she  proceeded  in  a  straight 
line  to  the  mouth  of  the  ravine,  whiöh 
opened  in  a  smaU  valley  surrounded  by 
hüls ;  here  abrupüy  tuming  a  comer,  she 
flew  intö  a  small  cabin,  which  appeared  to 
be  su^ended  from  a  part  of  the  broken 
ground  that  rose  almost  perpendiculaxly 
above  it,  and  shutting  the  door,  ^nisliped 
instantly  from  her  companion^s  sight. 

Agmn  was  the  wretched  Frederick  löst 

in 
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in  painful  conjecture.  Had  then  his  litüe 
wild  conductress  really  abandoned  him, 
andoould  she  be  so  refined  in  craelty  as  to 
draw  him  on  to  foUow  lif  r»  only  to  shut  her 
door  in  his  &ce,  when  he  so  much  needed 
her  commiseration,  were  questions  which 
n^ldly  occurred,  as  he  stood  irresolute  how 
to|)rooeed;  and  again  the  bitter  tears  of 
be^rtfelt  disapf)ointment  and  regret  cours* 
ed  each  other  down  his  wan  cheek»  as  he 
cajled  ta  remembrance  the  forlom  State  to 
whieh  he  was  reduced. — "  Oh^  my  unde ! 
my  father  !**  burst  spontaneously  from  his 
agonized  jlips,  as  he  nearly  sunk  to  the 
earth,  **  oould  you  but  know  the  deplor- 
able  State  of  your  poor  Frederick,  how 
would  your  kind,  your  affectionate  hearts 
prompt  you  to  fly  to  h»  resci^e  T 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


ScAECELY  had  the  foregoing  expressions 
escaped  the  half-distracted  Frederick,  than 
feeling  some  degree  of  relief  in  thus  ven- 
ting  the  sorrow  hy  which  he  was  so 
heavily  oppressed,  he  proceeded  to  take  a 
more  accurate  survey  of  the  little  dwelling, 
which  now  possessed  greater  attractions 
in  his  eyes  than  all  the  glittering  palaces 
which  he  had  either  heard  or  read  of.  Its 
dimensions,  to  be  sure,  were  very  smaU, 
and  so  sunk  in  the  side  of  the  hili  which 
sheltered  it  from  above,  as  to  be  scarcely 
visible  to  the  eye  of  the  passing  stranger ; 
while 

M  ■  ■  Its  low  roof, 

With  stone  plants  and  with  moss,  was  o'ergrown, 
Short  foniy  and  richer  weeds,  which  from  the  earet 
Hui^  their  long  tretses  down/' 

r#r 
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For  some  time,  with  anxious  eye,  he 
stood  contemplating  this  object  of  his  80- 
lidtude,  without  venturing  to  advanoe  a 
Step  nearer;  when,  to  his  inexpressiUe 
delight,  he  beheld  the  door  slowly  open, 
and  a  view  of  the  little  conductress  blessed 
bis  sight.  Cautiously  she  appeared  to 
pe^  forth,  and  beholding  Frederick  still 
Standing  in  the  spot  where  she  had  left 
him,  she  slowly  advanced  a  few  Step«; 
when  perceiving  him  eamestly  attentive 
to  h»  proceedings,  she  beckoned  him  to 
approach,  and  tuming,  again  entöred  the 
cabin. 

With  a  heart  whose  pulsations  beat 
quiek  with  joy,  the  half-famished  boy 
bounded  forward  to  obey  the  welcome 
mandate,  and  quickly  crossing  the  thresh- 
old  of  that  door  which  was  lef^  open  to 
receive  him,  he  found  himself  happily 
withinside  of  that  coveted  dweUing  he 
had  so  ardently  contemplated  without. 
Here  the  first  object  which  presented  itself 
to  his  glistening  eyes,  was  a  smidl  low 

table 
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table  oovered  with  viands,  which,  tp  his 
avraptured  senses,  appeared  tbe  mo^t 
temptiDg  he  had  ever  bebeld ;  and  to  hU 
tasle^  wbea  he  was  invited  to  partake  <^ 
tibem»  the  most  delicious,  Never  had  fae 
feasted  upon  the  various  delicades  at  Im 
uncke's  table  with  half  the^o^  with  whicb 
he  now  devoured  the  slices  of  brown  bread^ 
with  their  savomy  aecompaniment  of  de- 
licious  Welsh  ch^se,  that  was  now  set  Uo^ 

fore  bim^ 

■ 

Sq  idtent  was  Frederick  upon  satisfying 
the  imperative  demands  of  nature,  that  he 
had  never  thought  of  observing  to  whcmi» 
save  bis  young  friend,  he  had  been  indebt- 
ed  for  so  delidoits  a  meal.  But  the  orav- 
ings  <^hunger  being  allayed»  the  grat^ul 
b6y»  in  order  to  retum  bis  thanks  where 
most  due^  sent  an  inquiring  eye  round  the 
room  in  quest  of  bis  generous  entertain^. 

Reposing  in  a  high-baeked  wicker  chair» 
that  appeared  to  have  been  manufactur^ 
in  tiie  yesff  <me,  by  the  side  of  a  glowiqg 
fire^  Pfm  an  amäent  f^male ;  beside  her 

stood 


stoöd  hiB  young  iioiiductms,  with  one 
Bust  thhown  asoünd  Iwr  neck,  wbile  skeak- 
tnslatdy  looked  up  at  her»  or  gascd  <» 
Ibredofidi:^  a  :few  words^  whieh  be  oould 
Mt  understand,  passing  between  tbem  at 
tim  mme  time*  libtbing  oould  be  mora 
stväing  than  tbe  oontrast  of  youth  and 
1^  mith  tfaeir  peenfiar  attributcs  thu6  4ß^^ 
Mbited.  Tfae  River  stragglers,  disdaiti- 
iiig  tbi;  eonjfinemetit  of  a  tlAak  iirhite^ 
cap  tbttt  pwdy  wveMd  tbens  orept  over 
theaifnl^^  tevnp^M  and  wrinkted  fimrt  df 
ttanr^mkiel^T  "^bile  ai^und  tbe  epcn  bmi^ 
ofÖt^iDtber^ 


M 


Tlke  li||bt  long^  treMM  wreath*dy 


As  if  young  Love  had  twln'd^  in  sportive  show, 
Tboseiocks  to  mi'mic  his  pernicious  bow.*' 

füft  like  tbe  Nazarite  of  üld,  no  sdssars 
had  approadied  h&:  bead  to  cns^  its  Silken 
treaaure^  wbich  bad  been  sufifered  to  gvow» 
Hke  tbose  of  mother  £v^  in  wild  iüxu- 
rianoe,  obA,  like  hers,  flowing  bebind  in 
wvry  finglets  almost  reacbin^  to  her  fiect. 

Sometimes 
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Sometimes  the  possessor  of  this  envied 
treasure  would  bound  with  it,  wild  and 
ßovnng,  through  the  environs  of  their  little 
dwelling,  exhibiting  the  appearance  of 
some  wood-nymph ;  while  at  others  she 
would  twist  the  ample  braid  across  her  po- 
lished  forehead,  and  fiustening  it  m  a  knot 
behind,  the  Grecian  line  of  eountenanoe 
would  bespeak  her  one  of  the  muses  in 
her  infancy,  sent  to  revisit  the  earth,  had 
not  her  ordinary  costume  destroyed  the 
Illusion.  Her  small  white  feet  had  nevet. 
been  encumbered  with  either  shoe  or 
stockiBg,  nor  had  the  graceful  sandal» 
adopted  by  the  tuneful  nine,  supplied  the 
place  ofthese  articles;  for  alike  insensible 
of  cold  or  heat,  wet  or  dry,  they  had  been 
aecustomed  to  a  primitive  state  of  nudity ; 
whilst  a  little  jacket,  composed  of  a  striped 
linsey-woolsey,  with  a  short  pettiooat  of 
the  same,  constituted  the  outward  garb  of 
this  interesting  child  ofNature. 

iDuring  Frederiek's  repast,  the  soft  blue 
eyes  of  this  enchanting  little  being  had 

been 
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been  turned  lipon  faim  with  looks  of  seem* 
ing  wonder  and  interest,  diverted  from 
time  to  time  to  the  face  of  her  ancient 
firiend,  fraught  with  the  most  eager  inquiry ; 
and  at  such  times  a  language,  of  which  he 
was  totdlly  igiiorant,  except  recognizing 
the  Word  Saocon^  passed  between  them. 
This  language  was  of  course  Welsh,  and 
Saxon  meant  the  appellation  by  which  the 
common  people  generally  distinguish  the 
English ;  and  although  our  young  travel- 
1er  had  first  drawn  his  breath  on  the  con- 
fines  of  the  principality,  he  had  never  yet 
heard  the  dialect  spoken,  and  now  feit  as 
totally  Ignorant  of  what  was  passing,  as  if 
he  had  been  transported  to  the  shores  of 
Hindostan. 

For  a  few  minutes  the  wonder-stricken 
boy  sat  wrapped  in  astonishment,  while  he 
oontinued  to  contemplate  the  two  striking 
figures  before  him.  Never  had  he  beheld 
the  existence  of  one  so  heavily  laden  with 
the  burthen  which  old  Time  contrives  to 
east  upon  the  Shoulder  of  mortals ;  nor  in 

the 
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theotber,  any  thingso  exquisitely  Uoommg 
in  tbe  graces  of  youth ;  and  when  he  called 
to  mind,  tbat  he  had  in  all  probabUity  been 
the  {treserva*  of  this  beautiful  little  being, 
who  he  thought  looked  so  like  some  of  his 
iinde^s  exquisite  pictures,  he  feit  bis  heart 
beat  high  wifdi  self-complaoency,  nay,  he 
evBn  thoDght  the  magnitude  of  the  seirioe 
gare  hm  a  right  to  elaim  their  hospitalky; 
Ekted  tvith  the  action  which  he  had  so 
finrtunately  aehieved,  Frederick  now  iom 
from  bis  little  table,  where  he  had  finished 
the  most  delicious  meal  he  ever  remem-» 
bered  to  have  tasted ;  and  assuming  the 
ereet  postor^  ef  one  who  seems  perfeetly 
at  ease  with  himself,  he  advanced,  with  a 
firm  Step,  towards  the  chimney-com»  to 
mffer  bis  gvateful  thanks.  As  he  drew 
nea^er  to  these  singukir  beings,  he  observed 
that  bis  young  conductress  invcduntaiüy^ 
sftarted,  and  agmn  shewed  Symptoms  of 
apprekension,  though  apparently  tinctured 
with  Eve's  first  fiiiling-*-curiosity ;  for  in- 
atead  of  flying  as  before,  she  now,  althot^ 

stUl 
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säi  din^g  to  the  aide  of  her  anctent 
fiiend,  im>truded  her  head,  while  a  smile 
dimpled  her  cheek,  aa  she  regarded  tfat  ob- 
jaet  before  her. 

"  Welcome,  iny  hoyT  said  the  dame, 
in  piain  English,  while  she  extended  ont 
of  her  shrivelled  hands  to  meet  the  warm 
toiudiQfFrederiek's  plump  one,  ^'wdcome! 
In  ia  B  kmg  time  since,  exoept  my  own 
Lov«^8  Iföre,  that  I  hare  behdd  a  oounto- 
Dance  open  and  comely  as  thine ;  say,  what 
farought  thee  to  these  dreary  wilds,  and 
Whitfaer  tend  thy  lonely  Steps  ?  Fear  not»" 
die  oontinued,  ^  to  gaze  upon  my  withered 
fonn,  bat  look  up  and  answer  me." 

This  mjunction  from  his  hostess  was 
naössary,  for  again  had  Ffederick's  head 
sink  upon  his  breast,  in  order  to  conced. 
tha«tarting  tear  which  this  kind  sidutation» 
naited-  with  his  fork>m  condition»  had 
dvawn  to  his  eye.  Quicldy  howeyet- re^ 
oaming  Mmself^  he  proceeded  simply  to 
niftte  the  circamstanoe  of  his  having  bten^ 

fiwpcibly  carried  away  by  die  crippleAi»- 

brose. 
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brose,  his  detention  afterwards  by  the  gip- 
sies,  with  his  fortunate  escape  from  them ; 
and  how,  by  seeking  to  obtain  shelter  for 
the  night,  chance  had  conducted  him  into 
the  vicinity  of  her  habitation.  Here  he 
thought  proper  to  stop,  for  if  his  little 
guide  had  omitted  to  relate  what  followed 
in  his  rencontre  with  her,  the  old  woman 
must  remain  in  ignorance,  for  Frederick 
had  too  great  a  share  of  modesty  to  be  his 
own  trumpeter. 

"  But  your  friends,  boy — ^you  have 
friends,  perhaps  parents — where  are  they ?* 

**  Alas !  yes,  I  have  both — a  father  and 
mother,  and  a  dear  kind  unele,  who  have 
no  doubt  moumed  for  their  long-lost  Fre- 
derick, and  perhaps  ere  this  believe  him 
dead  ;  but  I  hope,  now  that  I  have  escaped 
from  these  wicked  men,  I  shall  soon  see 
them  all  again,  when  they  will  make  the 
^eceitful  wretch,  who  tore  me  frora  my 
home,  confess  his  reasons  for  so  doing, 
while  they  will  amply  reward  all  those 
who  afford  me  protection." 
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^  night,  chfld ;  deception  should  be 
brought  to  light,  and  even  in  this  world 
reoeive  its  meed  of  punishment,  asabeacon 
to  warn  others  from  pursuing  the  hatefiil 
vice,     But  where  do  you  d well  ?" 

*•  At  Myfod  Vale,  my  unde ;  and  there 
also  used  to  dwell  the  happy  Frederick, 
on  the  borders  of  Monmouthshire." 

"  Alack,  alack  P'  replied  the  dame,  "  a 
distance  of  many  miles  still  separates  you. 
But  go,  child,  sit  down  and  compose  your- 
selfafteryourwanderings;  and  you,  Love,** 
addressing  her  youthful  companion,  who 
had  been  an  attentive  auditor  of  the  fore- 
going  discoinrse,  ^^attend  to  your  charge, 
who,  I  think,  by  this  time,  are  in  waiting.** 

The  bleating  of  several  goats  was  now 
heard  outside  of  the  cabin,  when  Ijove,  the 
common  appellation  by  whieh  the  old  dame 
addressed  this  lovely  girl,  took  the  hint, ' 
and  kissing  her  ancient  friend,  she  placed  > 
a  large  wooden  bowl  on  her  head,  and  set 
out  to  milk  her  favourites ;  after  which 

she 


•he  again  drove  tfaem  foüth  to  pkfä^  tiieir 
aetßty  herbage  for  the  nigtit 

In  tlie  ktter  employment,  Frederidc 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  assisted»  but 
not  daring  to  quit  the  stool  on  which  tbe 
dame  had  plaeed  him»  he  continued  to  sit 
iiegu:dingtheni0tionaofthelittle|MiyM««^ 
whilst  hie  oompanion,  indulging  a  sofemn 
ailenoe,  left  him  in  doiibt  whether  she 
W0re  quietly  sinking  into  thearms  of  Mo#- 
pfaeus,  or  deeply  ruminating  on  some  pett 
e^^^ti^in  other  words»  adeep  or  awäke^ 

The  business  of  the  day  conduded>  ZiOTe 
on  her  retum  prepared  their  evenittg^itaeid. 
Tilm  eonsbted  of  two  porringera  of  die 
delidous  milk  just  drawn  fromtibe  litde 
stock»  with  an  additionsd  sUoe  or  twtf  of 
tb^  aforesaid  brown  bread ;  one  of  theae 
she  carried  to  the  dame,  and*  the  other  she 
oiffibred  to  their  visitor;  but  he  having 
^nted  so  largely  aheady,  refused  this  se^ 
omd  mark  of  hoapitality ;  when,  at  the  de- 
of  day,  they  betook  themselves  to 
humble  pallet,  and  Frederick  to  some 

dry 
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4ry  heatbs  which  had  been  plaoed  in  the 
comer  of  an  adjoining  )ean-to,  as  a  part  of 
tbeir  &el,  wbere  the  profound  repose  that 
fiddom  fidk  to  visit  the  innocent,  dosed 
tiieir  eyes  tili  morning. 

Sol,  in  his  asoent  the  next  day,  had 
acaroely  peeped  over  the  rocky  ravine  that 
«ndosed  the  rustic  cabin,  and  iUumined 
its  little  casem^it  below,  than  its  peaceful 
inmates  awoke  to  enjoy  one  of  the  loveli- 
est  momings  that  had  ever  sbone  forth  to 
greet  them  with  its  smiles.  Already  had 
the  little  herd  quitted  their  ipountainous 
retreats,  and  assembled  before  the  door  of 
the  humble  dwelling,  awaiting  with  im- 
patience  the  appeal-ane :  of  their  young  at- 
tendant  to  present  them  with  their  morn- 
ing repast;  when  she,  desirous  of  com- 
mencing  her  daily  task,  immediately  came 
jforth  to  milk,  and  afterwards  drive  them 
back  to  thdr  pasture.  In  the  latter  ch^rge 
she  was  now  assisted  by  Frederick»  who» 
impatient  of  longer  confinement,  had  sal- 
lied  fortb  with  his  young  friend,  and  to 

yoh.  II.  F  whose 


^oMe  äi^pJlkie  fhe  sometynes  i^ftuctOTy 
Wüfoy  Vfiii^  oMiged  quietly  to  luiniiit.  Ne^ 
ver  bi^'the  i^fcrtuntite  boy  Mt'i»  heext 
«o  li^ifeehed  ihnn  Cßre,  siini^  Ms  ^stMTige- 
ment  from  home,  ad  iät  l^is  mcMeift ;  fmtd 
^leVer  sififce'  tlmt  meiaivelkily  pel*iod,  hud  he 
isfpoken  to  liumati  beings  wUlh  itböm  life 
"Sentime^s  wete  so  much  in  unisono.  £[et^ 
4t  wJBis  tbät  tfae  pbantMQ^/^r  had  £fiit 
<^sed  to  pursue  irni ;  and  here  he  fyfit 
feit  a  porticÄi  of  ieafie,  denfved  from  Hie  ow^ 
tainty  öf  safety,  «rter  hii$  hteB^t^-^-^ease^StUit 
-was  bliss  to  öne  wbo  bid  so  long  kno^nA» 
oiily  söitow.  Besides,  here  were  •t#o  be- 
ings M^iom^althotigb  strangers/he  ftlt  tbiit 
he  coüld  both  love  and  vetaerate,  Had 
they  not  preserved  him,  he  asked,  from 
Ifhe  gnafwing  pangs  of  famine  ?  had  th€y 
rrot  aflforded  him  a  öhelter  from  the  oold 
dews  of  night?  and  he  entertained  iio 
doubt  but  they  wöuld  further  assist  bim 
in  regaining  his  beloved  frlends  und  bis 
home. 

Thus  rüminaiting  on  ^bis  presait  sitiia- 

tion» 
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tioD,  «nd  the  joys  to  •oome,  jStaidarick, 
$Aer  qjuitting  his  -ckai^ge,  wmiAemA^m,M- 
mo6t  imconsokHis  cf  the  {»raseiioe  of-has 
litde  oraapanion,  who  now  reOtumä  ta 
walk  on  liinidly  by  his  side,4M  Hicy  «gain 
reaehed  the  caObifi.  Here  they^  femtd  -the 
amäent  dame  fousily  employed  in  firanding 
ftnr  l^eir  foreridast,  and  bestimng  *  hersfäf 
with  isomething  Hke  the  aüacrity  tifycmäi. 
Again  the  two  porringers  of  goat's  mäk» 
wttfaiheir  general  aecoaipamooefit,  graeed 
the  humble  board ;  and  again,  asno  saper- 
fiuitymarkedthe  contentsoftbemansion, 
^se  being  the  preeise  number  tbey  po6- 
sessed,  the  same  ceremony  between  Üke 
yoimg  pee^le  prevailed ;  ^wlien  ^le  dame 
irtepped  in  to  settle  the  amicaUe  diapute» 
by  saying  that,  aecording  to  etiqtiette» 
whidh  might  exiat  even  in.a  WclÄi  wt- 
tage,  Love,  being  a  female,  oug^t  to  faave 
precedence,  and  that  Frederick  should 
breakfast  afterwards. 

Their  simple  meal  concluded,   the  fe- 
males  betook  themselves  to  their  wheels. 

F  2  These 


lt>0  I^SABS  AND  CAEE5* 

T^iese  bccupied  them  for  the  next  three  or^ 
foqr  bours,  when,  even  here,  their  young; 
visitor  contrived  to  make  htmself  useful-^ 
not,  like  Hercules,  by  wielding  the  distafi^ 
l)ut  by  winding  the  yam  whieh  they  spun. 
After  thp;^  the  dame,  by  way  of  relaxation 
from  labour,  took  her  crutch-stickt  and  fol« 
lowed  by  the  children,  ascended,  with  a 
steady  Step,  the  path  which  wound  along- 
side  the  ravine,  in  order  to  breathe  the  pure 
a^  bracing  air  which  saluted  her  from 
abo ve.  Here  she  rested»  whilst  her  youth«- 
ful  companions,  frolicking  and  bounding 
irom  cliff  to  difT,  culled  for  her  acceptance 
the  most  blooming  of  nature's  sweets. 
Thus  between  alternate  amusement  and 
employment  passed  the  day,  tili  it  was 
aga^l  time  to  milk  the  goats ;  after  which» 
SoÜs  declining  rays  wamed  them  to  re- 
pose. 


..•  i 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Visions,  ptire  as  those  which  beguile  in- 
fants  of  their  smiles^  stole  over  the  senses 
of  the  sleeping  Frederick,  as  he  gently  re* 

pösed  on  his  floweiy  bed,  Here,  in  ima- 
gination,  he  again  beheld  Myfod  Vale  in 
all  its  Summer  bloom,  again  beheld  his 
kind  and  beloved  unde  approaching  him 
with  smiles  of  afTection,  and  again  feit  him 
seif  warmly  clasped  to  that  heart  where 
he  knew  himself  sole  possessor. 

Thus  passed  the  happiest  night  which 
the  persecuted  boy  had  for  a  long  time 
experienced;  and  in  the  morning  he 
awoke  with  renovated  strength,  eyes 
sparkling  with  contentment's  own  lustre, 
and  the  roses  of  health  again  blooming  in 
his  cheeks.  Again  to  drive  the  herd  to 
their  romantic  retreats,  to  assist  his  bene- 

F  S  volent 
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volent  friends  in  their  daily  oeciipation,  ta 
climb  the  rocks,  and  cuU  thechoicest  flow- 
ers»  afforded  him  heartfelt  delight ;  and 
had  not  tboughts  of  home  and  absent 
friends  intervened  to  cross  the  stream  of 
pleasure  which  glided  sweetly  on,  he  fan- 
cied  that  be  eöiald  have  lived  witbsuc^ 
GompanimM,  and  in  such  a  Situation^  fw 
ever. 

To  Point  out  the  simple  avocatioits  aisid 
atnuf^ihaiits  m^faiäb  e»gsi^|ped  tbe  inmMe»^ 
tbis  lowly  c<yt  fi>r  ooe  äny,  weie  ttf  d^ 
seribe  a  tbonaoid ;  all  pasted  sUcoesshrcfy 
tbe  same,  except  wben  the  weatberibv- 
haäe  tbeir  gdaig  abroad«  At  such  times 
the  dame  woiikl  apportion  the  ttme  de- 
voted  to  Walking  to  that  given  to  the  daily 
instructiön  of  her  youngcbarge»  wfaen dn 
additional  part  of  tbe  Bible,  wbicb  cxMisti- 
tuted  the  ckefd'ceuvre  of  her  library,.  was 
read»  witb  ap{nt>priate  comments  and  lUus- 
tratiorns;  Simply  to  read,  was  all  the  oo- 
corttplühmienU,  her  spinning  excepted»  tbid; 
liove  (kxiht  at  preaent  boast  of  possessing^; 

for 


FEAES  AKIX  CAR£S<i  103 

for  the  teaching  her  to  write,  even  ha4 
the  old  dame's  nerves  been  sufficienüy 
steady  to  enable  her  to  guide  the  pen,  was 
öut  of  the  question,  as  no  materials  for 
that  purpose  had  ever  been  imported  into 
the  cabin,  and  of  the  Lancasterian  System 
oi  traping  them  in  sand,  she  was  totally 
ignorant ;  bnt  as  neither  the  old  lady  nor. 
her  pupU  were  troubled  with  correspond-^ 
entei  to  render  such  an  acquirement  neces-^ 
$ary,  the  want  of  it  was  neither  feit  130s 
regapfded. 

A  week  had  nearly  p«ssed  i«  ttie  wa3/j[ 
deaoribed»  witBojut  Frederick's^  ha^Uig  seen 
aQymai^lLS  of  the  'Vhumim  f^c^  divvie^'* 
save  the  inhabitants  of  the.  GaJ;)iD,  when,  h^ 
was  surprised  one  forepooi\  by  the  appear- 
wce  of  a  stranger,  in  the  shape  of  an  aged 
cottager»  who  came»  he  said,  ai^  usual,  tQ 
fisk  if  they  stood  in  need  of  his  Siervicfs? 
1 — **  I  tiiank  you,  ParryW  answered  the 
dame,  **  I  shall  want  a  bag  of  meal  frojp;t 
|he  vül^ge  rather  ao^ner  thai)  ordipavy; 
Ibr  1;  hav«  had  fk  yisHoe  fqr  tfcßSfe  te^  few 

V  4  days. 
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day  8,  bot  he  begins  to  be  tired  of  U8 — there 
he  Stands,''  pointing  to  Frederick  with  a 
stick  as  she  spoke.  **  Do  you  think  he  is 
man  enough  to  find  his  way  across  the 
coiintry  into  Monmouthshire,  hab,  Per- 
ryn  ?"    • 

"  Cotsave  you,  dame!  into  Monmouth* 
shire !''  repeated  the  old  man,  with  a  shake 
of  the  head,  and  a  negative  expression  of 
countenance — *^  no,  no !  he  naay  as  well 
attempt  to  blow  a  featber  against  the  wind, 
as  to  find  his  way  over  Plinlimmon  by 
himself,  or  to  gather  up  the  snow  thatfell 
ten  years  ago,  as  to  think  of  threading  the 
intricacies  that  lie  ^  betwixt  here  and  Mon- 
mouthshire without  a  guide." 

•*  Well,  what  can  be  done  in  this  case, 
Perryn?  I  know  nobody  but  yourself, 
and  you,  my  old  friend,  as  well  as  I,  are 
rather  too  far  advaneed  in  the  vale  of  life, 
and  something  too  feeble,  to  undertake  so 
long  a  journey," 

**  True,  Cot  help  us  !  rather  too  old  for 
that  inteeti  as  the  boy  must  tramp  it )  yet 

not 
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not  SO  old  either  for  many  other  things! 
Why  let  me  see,  I  was  only  ninety-two  last 
St.  Davifs  tay,  Cot  help  me !  and  am  still 
hale  and  hearty ;  but  you,  1  think,  carry 
more  years  on  you  r  back  than  I  do,*^ 

•*  Why  yes,  some  six  or  eight,  I  should 
think;  but  time  has  blunted  my  memory  in 
that  artide,  and  I  can't  be  exactly  certain; 
all  I  know  is,  that  I  have  existed  a  very 
long  time  in  the  world — that  I  have  out- 
lived  all  my  relations  and  friends,  and  even 
my  enemies.  They  have  all  been  gone  to* 
.their  long  home  an  age  ago;  whilst  I  re* 
main  here  a  solitary  memento  of  the  years 
that  are  fled.  But  that  is  not  now  the 
question  between  us;  as  this  sameold  age 
prevents  both  you  and  me  from  escorting 
my  young  visitor  to  the  house  of  his  fa- 
thers^you  must  try  to  procure  me  some 
one  whocan  ;  and  although  I  may  not  be 
rieh  enough  to  reward  him  for  his  trouble,, 
Perryn,  do  you  mind-me,  he  will  be  sure 
.  to  be  paid  elsewhere.  And  now  will  you 
look  out  fbr  some  one  immediately,  as  the 

F  5^  ^  poor 
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poor  däid  aeems  anxiotts  to  be  at  home 


^  To  pe  raie  I  wiH^  dame,"  eageiiy  an- 
swered  theiAd  man»  **aiidIhaveiM>doiibt 
but  I  diall  aoon  hit  upo»  a  suitaUe  podj 
foF  the  pnpose,  plase  St.  Davit.  First 
there  is  Johnny  ap  Jones,  my  own  son-in- 
]aw-'-4mt  now  I  think  of  it,  he  is  neaily 
as  old  aa  inysel^  aohe  wont  do ;  then  there 
IS  Peter  ap  Shenkui  wsp  Price,  my  grand- 
son^  Aniy  he  is  ian^  of  onel^,  and  that  to 
pe  sore  is  a  smdl  ofajection — ^but  thai  there 
is  Tufly  ap  Ml^rgan,  my  great-grandsoti, 
and  Davit  ap  Morgan  ap  Hughes,  my 
great-nephew ;  and  if  they  cannot  under- 
üike  the  joumey,  pertiaps  one  of  their  sons 
or  grandsons  will  make  no  pribbles  or 
prabbles  about  it,  kx>k  you,  but  will  pe  sure 
to  manage  it  one  way  <»*  other.** 

**  Do  so,  Perryn,  and  let  me  know  as 
soon  as  yoii  can." 

"  I  will,  I  will,  plase  Cot  and  St  Davit," 
answered  Perryn,  rising  to  take  bis  leave, 
afid  hobUing  away,  muttered  to  him- 

seif 
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sel£~**  Gwynette  shall  l^elp  me  to  find 
«cwepody  ]  %}^e  is  cute  in  tbese  matters, 
an4  Unows  what  is  prop^  petter  tban  I  do, 
look  you.** 

Dunng  the  discour^  betw^en  these  t wo 
tiite£l4V}s^nS|  Frederick,  who  had  long 
been  cm  the  watch  for  Love's  retum,  and 
perceiving  her  at  a  distance,  had  flown  to- 
eaac^  ber  of  htm  bürden ;  and  re-entering 
the  e^bin-door,  with  the  load  on  bis  head, 
jostkd  against  tbe  old  maq  as  he  was  com« 
ing  out  o£  it 

**  .Ah,  ah !  my  youngster,"  he  squeaked 
out  with  ^e  treble  pipe  of  age,  while  he 
elevated  bis  drooping  chin,  and  fixed  bis 
Uttle  grey  eye&  in  the  youth*s  face,  as  he 
attempted  to  pass  bim,  ''  is  it  you  we  have 
got  to  manage?  Ay,.  ay,  we'll  soon  have 
you  across  the  country,  depend  upon  it,. 
and  again  safe  with  the  coot  people  you 
came  from,  look  you.  Yes,  yes,  by  Cot's 
plessing  we^U  soon  manage,"  hobbling  off 
as  he  repeated  bis  short  sentences,  which,. 
with  the  H^onotonous  tones  in  which  he 

B  6  uttered 
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uttered  tfaem,  died  away  upon  the  ear  ctf 
the  astonished  Frederick,  as  he  watcfaed 
the  droopingfigure  slowljrecede  from  bis 
«ight. 

"  Have  me  across  the  country  t- — see  me 
safe  with  the  good  peopk  I  came  from  T 
repeated  Frederiek  to  himself,  as  the  old 
maii*s words  still  lingered  in  his  ears;  ** what 
can  this  odd-looking  oldfeUow  hare  tado 
with  me?  I  should  Kke  to  see  him^  at- 
tempt  taking  me  across  the  country;  in> 
that  case  it  would  be^  whose  legs  werelong- 
est,  I  fiincy." 

Dwelling  still  upon  what  he  had  heard 
drop  from  the  old  man,  which  he  imagined 
threatened  hlm  with  some  new  disaster,  the 
Startled  boy  noW  entered  the  cabih ;  and  so 
absorbed  was  he  by  their  singular  Import, 
that  after  depositing  his  burthen,  he  me- 
chanically  sat  down  to  his  daily  employ- 
ment,  without  regarding  or  speaking  to 
either  of  bis  companions.  This  the  good 
dame  observing,  and  looking  at  bim  with 
her  little  dark  eyes,  that  still  twinkled  with 

a  lucid 
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a  lücid  beam,  through  the  pursed-up  für- 
rows  by  which  they  were  surrounded»  while 
she  opened  her  mouth,  now  oontracted  by 
the  smile  that  once  wantoned  on  her  lips, 
to  explam  the  pllans  of  the  moming. 

To  leam  that  there  existedaprobability  of 

his  again  retumhig  in  safety  to  his  friends, 

filled  the  yoimg  heart  of  the  agitated  wan* 

derer   with   deljght.     Still  there  was  a 

drawback  to  this  expected  felicity ;  a  drop 

4»r  gall  had  mixed  its  deleterious  qualities 

in  this  chalice  of  delight,.  and  prevented  its 

overflowing;    In  case  of  his  remoyal  frora 

henoe^  he  tnust  leave*  the  dear  old  dame 

who  had  been   so  kind  and  afiectionate 

towards  hhn ;  and  he  must  likewise  bid 

adieu  to  her    darling   Lot>€  —  she  who 

had  been^  his  companion,  his  playfellow» 

hiS'  sisterf  and»  alas!   this  without   the 

hope  of  ever  seeing  them  againi     At  My- 

fod  Vale  he  had  neither  playfellow  nor 

sister,  he  reflected,  though  he  had  a  dear 

kind  uncle ;  yet  if  he  had  but  a  sister  there 

to  meet  him  on  his  return,  he  should  not 

so 
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>mtieh  mind  leaving.  hm  i  hat  now,  after 
leing  so  much  with  Love»  he  should  i«el 
lü  loüdy ;  and  the  goate  too,  who  were  aL 
veadj  aufficiently  sagacious  to  distinguish 
hiro,  Mki  would  eat  out  of  his  hand  in  pre- 
ferenee ;  bi»  uncle»  it  was  true^  could  soonr 
procure  him  some  goate,  but  then  they 
would  never  be  half  so  playful  as  his  üh 
vouiite  Willey. 

Thus,  his  heart  palpitating with  the  above 
reflections»  and  fluttering  between  the 
pleasiug  iinages  held  forth  by  hope  on  one 
side,  and  those  exhibited  by  regret  on  the 
other,  Frederick  passed  another  week  of 
his  existence ;  but  old  Ferryn  came  not,, 
as  had  been  expected.  Impatienee  was 
now  about  to  take  place  of  other  recent 
sensations,  when  his  thoughts  were  divert- 
ed  into  another  Channel,  and  hiinself  des» 
tined  to  travel  a  different  road  than  that 
pointed  out  by  the  finger-post  of  Imagina- 
tion. 

One  lovely  evening,  when  the  sün  was 
still  riding  high  in  the  azure  firmament  of 


t 
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heaTen,  as  the  two  young  people,  afler  fi- 
nifihing  the  last  of  thcir  daily  tasks — ^that 
of  oonducting  the  goats  to  where  they  could 
best  crop  the  blooming  herbage,  were  re- 
turning  home,  they  feit  an  inclination  to 
solace  themselves  with  some  of  the  tempt- 
ing  flowers,  which  now,  spontaneously  as 
it  were,  burst  forth  beneath  their  feet. 
Sweets  of  every  scent  and  lovely  hue  now 
met  their  searching  ey es ;  with  delight  they 
mount  from  rock  to  rock,  and  leap  from 
diasm  to  chasm,  in  search  of  the  blooming 
treasure ;  when,  all  at  onee,  their  ears  were 
Struck  by  the  unusual  sound  of  voices,  as 
tbey  vibrated  in  different  tones  from  the 
edboing  clifis  above.  In  an  attitude  of 
aiaazement,  the  young  people  now  listened 
in  order  to  ascertain  whg  it  was  that  thus 
disturbed  the  hitherto-unbroken  silence  of 
Ae6e  solitudes,  when  they  quickly  disco- 
vered  the  wild  laugh  of  almost  childish 
gaiety,  as  it  mixed  at  intervals  with  the 
aeream  of  affected  terror ;  but  from  whom 
tfaese  diacordant  sounds  prooeeded,  they 
lud  ]rät  to  lettmi  as  the  parties  from  whence 

they 
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they  issued  were  situated  far  above  thefr 
ken.  At  length,  after  silently  and  pat^ 
ently  waking  the  strangers  approach,  whcr,. 
as  the  inereasing  loudness  of  the  voices  in- 
dieated,  were  near  the  rock  that  concealed 
them^  the  young  Aorists  perceived  two  or 
three  young  females,  foUowed  by  a  sep- 
rant  in  an  old-fashioned  kind  of  livery». 
Here  one  of  the  gü*ls,.  whose  tongue^ 
for  flippancy  of  movement,  might  be 
Said  to  hang  on  a  swivel,  declared,  in  a 
breath,  that  she  was  frightened  to  death,  as 
tired  as  a  *dog,  and  would  go  no  further 
without  resting  ;  saying  which,  she  flung 
herseif  upon  a  part  of  the  projeeting  rock^ 
behind  which  our  unintentional  listeners 
were  conceated  witnesses  of  the  foUowing 
dtalogue  :^ — 

•"  Howcan  yoii  be  so  absurd.  Jeannette,, 
as  to  stop  now  ?  If  you  go  on  in  this  way, 
how  dö  you  think  we  shall  ever  find  the 
old  woman's  cabin  to-night?" 

"  Hush,  hush,  Mary  Price!  a  little 
better  manners,  if  you  please ;  for  you  may 
depend  upoh  it  she  will,  know  that  you 

call; 
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call  her  '  cid  woman!  and  perhaps  wont 
teil  US  a  Word»  in  oonsequence  of  your  bad 
behaviour,  when  we  get  there.** 

**  Oh  dear  !^  rgoined  the  first  Speaker, 
'•  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  afiront  her,  as 
I  expect  she  will  teil  tne  a  great  many 
things;  and  I  heg  her  pardon  with  all  my 
heart,  if  that  will  satisfy  her.  But  do  yoii 
really  think  she  knows  what  we  are  now 
saying  about  her.  Jeannette  ?  * 

**  Know  r  re  echoed  Miss  Jeannette, 
**  to  be  sure  she  does.  Why  she  is  more 
than  an  hundred  years  old,  and  has  lived 
in  twö  or  three  kings'  reigns,  and  can  teil 
every  thing,  past,  present,  and  to  come; 
besides,  they  do  say,"  continued  she,  low- 
ering  her  voice  almost  to  a  whisper  as  she 
spoke,  "  that  if  she  had  not  taken  herseif 
off  when  she  did,  and  lived  in  this  retiried 
out-of-the-way  place,  where  nobody  can 
find  her,  she  would  have  been  bumt  for  a 
witch  long  ago." 

"  Mercy  on  us  !**  exclaimed  Mary  Price, 
"  who  is  taUking  treasoh  now,  I  wonder? 

I  am 
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I  am  sufe  calling  her  a  wUch  ia  mucb 
worse  tban  styUng  her  an  fM  wmwa ;  and 
if  she  refuses  to  teU  who  I  am  te  have  f<M? 
my  husband,  with  fifty  other  things  be- 
side  that  I  want  to  knaw  about,  I  shatt 
lay  it  all  at  your  door,  Miss»  I  proc^st 
you." 

**  Well,  Miss  JeMmette,**  aaid  the  young 
man»  who  had  hitberto  been  silent,  '*  I 
hope  that  what  you  have  so  unluekily 
Said  wont  go  to  prevent  her  from  telling 
me  who  it  waa  that  stole  my  watch  lask 
week,  now  I've  comed  all  this  way  for  the 
purpose  of  a  ocmsultation  on  the  matter; 
and  Ibr  whieb  I  shan*t  mind  giving  her 
half-a-crown  out  of  ray  own  pocket,  if  so  bor 
she  will  direct  me  how  to  get  it  again." 

^  /  s£dd,  foo) !  what  have  I  said  ?  /  did 
not  call  her  a  witch  of  my  own  accord,  nor 
yet  say  she  ought  to  be  bumt  to  death ; 
I  only  repeated  what  I  have  often  heard 
others  say  of  her ;  and  I  dare  say,"  added 
she,  in  a  fearfiil  tone,  **  that  she  is  much 
too  good  to  punish  me  foir  that** 

'•Oh^ 
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^  Ob»  good  gradous  T  cried  another  of 
the  party,  wbo  bad  not  yet  spoken,  ''  do 
let  US  haste«  back  again ;  we  sball  oertainly 
get  into  some  scrape  or  other  if  we  go  near 
hen  Wbo  know8>  perhaps  she  will  be- 
witcb  US  all,  or  send  some  of  her  ßuniliar 
fliants  to  lead  us  astray,  so  that  we  shall 
nerer  &id  our  way  back  again.— Do»  foK 
Beaven's  aake»  let  us  retum !" 

^^  With  all  my  heart,''  now  issued  from 
evcrjr  mouth»^  as  teivified  by  the  phantom^ 
tbey  thtmsdves  bad  created ;  while  each 
jilmped  up  to  put  their  design  m  execu* 
tim».  wben  diey  were  stopped  by  the  afor^ 
sdd'  ytNing  man»  wbo»  steppiOji^  forward 
with «;:soit  of  a  bow^  and «  wa¥e  of  %ht 
band»  tfans  began  :— 

^  Exottse  m^  young  ladies ;  I  have  k^pt 
yöoT  seeret»  aiid  acreened  your  Coming 
upcm^tlus  here  expedition  from  mastw  and 
ifilsti*ies8»  upon  the  condition  that  I  was  to 
inquire  about  my  lost  watch ;  and  now  I'U 
be  hangedif  I  budge  one  inch  bade  agaio 

without 
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without  seeing  the  good  gentlewoman  wha 
may  assigt  me  in  finding  iV 

'^Oh^ifwemust^weniust,'*  repliedMUs 
Jeannette.  ^  Well,  who*s  afraid  ?  But 
remember^Idid  not  call  her  ato^cA,**  cried 
she,  rallying  her  spirits — ^  not  I. — But 
youll  be  sure  tö  take  care  of  us,  Thomas  i^ 
Gilpin,  and  see  us  safe  home  agam  ?** 

''Tobe  sure  I  will,  Miss;  you  may  de- 
pend  upon  me.  Why  I  was  never  afraid 
of  nothing  in  all  my  life;  and  when  I  was 
a  boy,  and  worked  with  fejrther  in  the 
mines,  and  all  the  people  used  to  be  caB» 
ingoutythat  they  had  seen  the  evil  one,  why 
I  never  see'd  him,  nor  nothing  eise  worse 
than  myself:  so  come  along,  ladies;  we 
can't  be  now  very  far  from  the  old  lady's 
door,  aoeording  to  the  deseription  I  have 
had  of  it,  though  few  people  know  where 
shelives — so  oome  along/'  when  again  the 
group  set  forward  in  their  desoent  towards 
the  cabin,  though  with  much  less  of  satis«- 
&ction  than  had  hitherto  marked  the  prcv 
gress  of  their  footsteps. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

WiTH  the  same  degree  of  velocity  that 
Apcdlo  descended  from  the  celestial  regi- 
onSy  when  hurled  to  the  earth  by  his  father 
Jupiter,  did  Fredeijck  and  his  companioa 
4art  from  their  concealment,  in  order  to 
avert  the  danger  with  which  their  terrified 
imaginations  now  menaeed  their  kind  pro- 
tectress;  and  scarcely  had  they  finished 
their  panting  narration  of  the  foregoing 
scene,  than  the  party  arrived  at  the  door 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  Statement 

**  What  shall  we  do,  dear  mammy  ?'* 
questioned  Love,  in  great  alarm,  0S  the 
burning  scheme  dwelt  upon  her  imagina- 
tion ;  "  you  will  not  let  them  come  in,  will 
you  ?  ,  Frederick  and  I  will  take  care  of 
you  ;  we  will  barricade  the  door,  and '* 

**  And  why  not  let  them  come  in  ?"  in- 

terrupted 
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terrapted  the  dame ;  ^  they  dare  not  injure 
either  you  or  me,  my  child ;  and  so  ür 
from  barricading  the  door»  I  wish  you 
to  open  it  immediately.'' 

Love,  who  had  never  dreamt  of  diso- 
beying  the  will  of  her  revered  fiiend,  now 
tremblingly  did  as  shewas  deshed»  by  opm- 
ing  the  door  just  as  the  first  salutalion  ii«l 
been  given,  by  trying  the  strength  of thdr 
knackles  agdnst  it ;  when  Miss  Jeannette» 
as  prindpal  Speaker,  popped  her  head  fiir- 
vratä,  and  demanded,  in  a  shriU  acoent,  if 
any  body  was  at  horoe  ? 

*•  Yes,  here  are  three  bodies,"  replied 
the  dame ;  **  pray  whieh  of  us  have  you 
any  business  with  ?" 

"  My  business  lies  with  you,  I  bdieve^" 
answered  iheyonnglady,  as  she  cautiously 
pttt  her  foot  over  the  threshold,  apd  dowly 
advanced  towards  the  fire,  whose  vivifying 
power  age  €ommonly  feels  necessavy,  and 
near  whieh  the  object  of  their  seareh  was 
now  sitting— **  my  business  is  with  yon, 
good  woman;  thereureaiew  things  whieh 

I  should 


I  ihould  ^vii^  to  Cfmtidt  y^u  opon,  iliat  is 
to  say,  two  or  three  questions  i^ilioold  like 
to  ask»  «8  jott  «e  80  dever  as  to  knoivrievery 
i^ing,  tfaey  my.  In  sbort,  I  woan  to  u^y" 
oontmaedfibe,  koHtalüngly^fbrtfae  veneraUfe 
appemMiice  of  tbe  person  she  was  addm»- 
«g  aired  even  the  volatile  Mis6  Jeamiette» 
'•tili*  I  msh  to  have  my  plan&t  rMdJ* 

"^ViHirpkmtreadr  ref)eatedtbedainie, 
in  a  tone  which  expressed  surprise  af!d  ri- 
i^Cule ;  '^wkat,  yeu  wwh  to  pry  feto  futu- 
riiy»  ha  ?  Rest  satisfied,  cbüd ;  you  ^\\\ 
be'finniUar>^th  the  evils  tbat  await  you 
in  this  vale  of  trouble  soon  €iieugb>  ^tii- 
oüt  endeaToimng  to  satisfy  an  ovenv^en- 
ing  onviosity  respecting  them.'' 

^*  Ifivils  lud  you  say  ?**  now  questioned 
the  half-frightened  girl ;  "  what  evils  äudl 
I  have  to  rnicownter?  Do  pwy  relate 
them  all»  thot  I  may  take  care»  if  poesifak^ 
to  avoid  tbein.'' 

*•  No  greatcr  evüs  may  poßsiWy  4il  to 
your  'tot  in*  ihis  iife  than  tbcse  nrJbudi  ^e 

are 
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au  sulgect  to;  for  sufiering  is  the  lot 

homaiiity.** 

^  There  f*  exdaimed  Miss  Jeannette,  in 
a  whimpering  tone,  ^  I  knew  she  would 
teil  me  of  nothing  but  troubles  and  crosses; 
and  I  dedare  I've  met  with  nothing  eise 
ever  since  I  came  into  this  nasty  old  Cas- 
tle, wben  I  left  my  old  playfellow,  Georgy 
ap  Jenkins,  behind  me  in  the  beautiful  vale 
ofUangollin.*' 

^  Well,  Miss,  now  let  me  question  her 
a  lutt**  Said  the  senrant  in  a  half-whisper ; 
'*  parhaps  sbe'll  be  more  dviller  to  me,  be- 
cause  Tm  a  man,  look  you,"  advancing  on 
tiptoe  towards  the  dame  as  he  spoke,  and 
beginning  with — "  Pray,  good  woman, 
can  you  teil  me  who  it  was  that  stole  my 
xcatchr 

^  Indeed  I  cannot,"*  was  the  cool  and 
laoonic  reply  to  this  ingenious  question. 

*•  Why  I  was  told  that  you  had  lived 
long  enough  in  the  world  to  know  every 
thing,  and  now  not  to  be  able  to  teil  me 

who 
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who  it  was  that  stple  my  watch !  Come/* 
he  continued»  in  a  coaxing  tone,  *'  he  civil 
enough  now  to  accommodate>  us  with  a 
litUe  of  your  experience,  and  we  will  all 
pay  wliat  you  ask  in  reason,  look  you." 

"  AUis !  young  man,  experience  is  an 
artide  which  no  one  tbinks  of  value  un- 
less  dearly  purchased,  and  I  question,  if  I 
were  even  to  offer  mine  gratis,  whether 
you  would  be  inclined  to  accept  it." 

•*  This  is  very  curious !"  retorted  the  dis- 
appointed  Thomas.  "  Then  you  wont 
teil  me  who  is  the  thief  that  stole  my 
watch,  after  all,  though  I  wouldn't  mind 
giving  you  the  value  of  lutlf-Orcrown  for 
the  intelligence  " 

"  My  good  young  people,"  replied  the 
dame,  now  tired  of  their  absurdity,  **  you 
are  in  an  error  both  in  regard  to  yourselves 
and  me.  Can  you  in  reality  be  so  devoid 
of  sense  and  reason  as  to  suppose  that,  be- 
cause  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  prolong 
my  life  beyond  the  usual  span,  that  he  has 
also  gifted  me  with  supematural  äbilities  ? 

VOL.  II.  G  No, 
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No,  no;  all  that  I  may  be  supposed  to 
know  more  than  other  people»  is  cmly  fay 
a  lengthened  experience,  which  aiables  me 
to  draw  conclusions  fix>m  events  which 
are  produced  by  such  and  such  causes ;  by 
which  means  I  am  enabled  to  judge  that 
what  has  once  been»  will  eventually  oocor 
again,  whUe  there  is  an  unerring  immuta. 
bility  that  leads  us  on  to  etemity.**    Heie 
she  ceased  speaking,  for  a  vision  that  lock« 
€d  beyond  this  world  now  engaged  het 
thoughts;  but  soon  recoUecting  harsel^ 
she  continued — "  Let  me  therefore  adviae 
you  to  banisli  all  superstitioua  notioiu, 
which  are  not  only  foolish,  but  wicked, 
from  your  minds ;  while  you  may  rest  bb- 
sured,  that  there  exists  not  a  human  being 
who  is  permitted  to  explore  the  hidden 
paths  of  futurity,  or,  in  other  words»  to 
foretell  that  which  is  to  corae." 

**  Then  you  are  no  fortuneteüer  after 
all?"  questioned  the  young  man,  but  lit- 
tle  edified  by  the  dame's  discourse,  though 
he  had  extended  his  eyelids  to  their  utmoet 

Umits 
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limits  all  the  wbile  she  was  speaking ;  **  and 
I  have  oomed  all  this  way  for  no  earthly 
thing,  but  to  find  that  you  can  teil  me  no- 
thing at  all  about  my  watch !" 

^'Not  exactly  so»  I  hope^'*  she  mildly 
replied,  **  since  I  should  think  you  would 
carry  away  a  small  portion  of  wisdom  with 
you»  by  being  convinced  that,  however 
artful  people  may  impose  upon  the  credu- 
lity  of  tiie  young  and  Ignorant,  by  pre* 
tending  to  make  partieulat*  discoveries 
tlirough  the  medium  of  spells»  charms,  &c. 
tbey  are  no  wiser  than  their  simple  prose- 
lytesy  and  that  there  is  no  such  being  as  a 
^ortuneteUer^  taken  in  its  liteial  sense,  ia 
theworld.** 

This,  though  appar^itly  directed  to- 
^ards  the  man,  was  meant  as  a  lesson  for 
the  girls  also»  who  soon  shewed  they  un- 
derstood  it,  by  the  conscious  confiisioathat 
overspread  their  countenances ;  this  the 
good  dame  observing,  in  order  to  prevent 
th»a  from  blushing  any  longer  at  the  im- 
propriety  of  their  own  conduet,  for  it  was 

g2  not 
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ot  her  axiotn  that,  in  order  to  cohvinoe  a 
roxmg  mind^  it  is  necessaiy  to  depress  it, 
ihedemanded  how  fartheyhad  walked^and 
in  what  part  of  the  country  they  dwelt  ? 

Miss  Jeannette,  wishingin  some  measuxte 
to  atone  for  the  error  she  had  been  gnilty 
of,  in  so  totally  mistaking  the  character  of 
theperson  whom  she  had  thusrudely  brok^i 
in  upon,  immediately  answered  that  she 
was  on  a  visit  about  a  mile  en  the  other 
side  of  the  neighbouring  mountain,  with^ 
her  aunt  and  unde,  at  Ap-Howel  Castle. 

"  Your  uncle  then  is  sir  Howel  Ap. 
Howel  ?  I  have  heard  bis  name  befofe^ 
but  I  was  ignorant  that  I  had  a  neigh* 
bour  of  his  consequence  so  near  me ;  so 
you  see/*  added  she,  smiUng,  **  that  I  do 
not  exactly  *  know  every  thing'* 

*^  I  am  sure  I  heg  your  pardon  for  this 
intrusion,  and  I  hope '* 

**  Oh,  no  offence,  child,  only  do  not  in 
future  believe  in  fortuneteUers ;  and  now 
go,  ani  make  the  best  of  your  way  over 
the  xnountain  lest  it  be  too  late  for  you  to 

reach 
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leaefa  bome  in  safety  f  so  saying,  she  nod- 
ded  a  good-night,  and  they  departed. 

Scarcely  had  the  party  taken  their  leave, 
than  Frederick,  who  had  been  an  attentive 
listener  to  all  that  had  passed,  flew  up  to 
tbe  dame ;  bis  eyes  dandng  with  delight, 
and  seizing  her  withered  hand^  he  exdaim- 
cd— "  Oh,  dear  mammy !"  an  appellation 
he  bad  acquired  from  Love,  "  do  you  know 
that  sir  Howel  Ap-Howel,  of  Howel  Cas- 
tle, is  certainly  my  uncle  also?  I  have 
never  yet  seen  bim,  but  I  have  beard  an 
bundred  times  that  a  gentlemän  of  that 
name  and  title  married  my  aunt" 

^  Ay,  indeed,  my  dear  boy  !!*  ejaculated 
tbe  dame,  "  this  is  a  fortunate  circumstance, 
if  you  are -correct  in  what  you  say ;  and 
Heaven  grant  you  may,  for  it  will  save  us 
a  World  of  trouble." 

Theneighbouring  mountain  which,  sinoe 
bis  residence  in  this  secluded  spot,  had 
bounded  Frederick's  Steps,  coäld  not  now 
bound  bis  imagination ;  for  beyond  it  he 
looked  for  liberty,  and  with  it  happiness 
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in  the  bosom  of  his  family;  and  ev^iy 
liour  that  he  was  now  constrained  to  nnea- 
sure  this  impediment  with  his  eye,  he 
deemed  an  age,  since  he  was  not  permitted 
to  surmount  its  suntmit. 

The  dame»  almost  as  eager  as  her  favour- 
ed  guest  for  his  emancipation  from  his 
present  abode,  at  length  determined  that 
he  and  Love  should,  the  next  day,  sei  oiit 
for  Perryn's  cottage,  in  order  to  reqnest 
his  attendance  immediately ;  or  it  was  pro- 
bable they  would  have  to  wait  for  his  re- 
gulär Visit,  which  would  be  a  loss  of  three 
or  four  days.  This,  in  the  present  emer- 
gency,  would  prove  a  serious  eoncem,  she 
thought;  for  her  heart  was  well  caleulated 
to  judge  of  the  cruel  anxiety  which  the 
friends  of  such  a  child  must  labour  under 
for  his  loss.  Early,  therefore,  the  next 
morning,  old  Perryn  was  summoned  by 
the  youthful  messengers ;  and  having  re- 
ceived  his  travelling  credentials  from  the 
dame  herself,  he  set  out  with  a  wüling 

heart» 
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heart,  though  faltering  foot,  for  Ap-Howel 
Castle. 

To  have  kept  pace  with  tlie  impatienee 
of  the  trio  for  bis  retum,  their  messen- 
ger must  have  equalled  the  swifl-winged 
Mercury ;  but  as  poor  old  Perryn  inbe- 
rited  none  of  bis  qualities  at  the  present 
day,  whatever  he  might  have  boasted  in 
his  youth,  to  reckon  the  hours  tili  he 
hobbled  back  again,  and  to  guess  at  the 
answer  he  should  receive,  employed  the 
mind  of  each,  wben  scarcely  a  word  was 
uttered  to  break  the  silence  which  reigned 
around.  The  only  int^ruption  given  to 
their  meditations  arose  from  Frederick, 
yirho,  urged  by  his  impatienee  as  the  day 
dedined,  now  and  then  made  a  leap  to  the 
door,  in  order  to  see  if  he  could  divine 
aught  of  Perryn  on  his  return.  But  the 
old  man  came  not ;  still  the  idea  of  behold- 
ing  him  was  not  relinquished  tili  the  sun 
was  fast  sinking  behind  the  surrounding 
rocks,  and  the  shades  of  night  assembled 
quick  in  the  horizon. 

6  4  Day 


i 


S  FEARS  AND  CAK£8. 

Day  was  again  ushered  in  with  thesame 
urthen  of  tremulous  fears,  hopes,  and 
dshes,  which  had  agitated  the  bosoms  of 
i;he  haimless  inhabitants  of  the  rocky  ca- 
bin  the  preceding  one ;  and  again  the  pros- 
pect  of  cruel  suspense  staried  them  in  the 
face,  unless  the  early  return  of  Perryn 
should  banish  it.  The  goats  had  already 
been  milked,  and  again  been  driven  forth 
to  pasture,  the  morning's  repast  ushered 
in,  and  the  females  just  b^an  to  tum  their 
droWsy  wheels,  when  Frederick,  Whose 
every  sense  was  particularly  on  the  alert, 
declared  that  he  heard  voices  in  the  glen 
below.  In  an  instant  both  he  and  läove 
were  at  the  door  to  reconnoitre;  bat  owing 
to  the  projecting  points  of  the  intervening 
rocks,  nothing  extraordinaiy  met  their 
view.  Still,  although  they  could  distin- 
guish  no  one,  they  were  convinced  that 
more  than  one  person  was  approaching,  as 
the  sound  of  human  voices  swelled  upon 
their  ears ;  when,  after  a  few  minutes  fur- 
ther  attention,  they  perceived  two  strangers 

climbing 
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dimbing  the  ascent  to  their  cabin,  attend- 
ed  by  old  Perryn  hobbling  in  the  rear. 

With  starting  eyes,  and  a  Iieart  throb- 
bing  with  pulsations,  that  would  have  puz- 
dedthe  most  leanied  pupilof  iEsculapius, 
did  Frederick  eontinue  to  look  down  upon 
the  strangers  as  they  slowly  advanced  up 
the  broken  pathway ;  but  owing  to  the 
stooping  Position  of  both,  as  they  proceed- 
ed  up  the  steep,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
distinguish  the  features  of  either,  tili  near- 
ly  anived  on  a  level  with  the  spot  on  which 
he  was  standing;  when  memory,  ever 
faithful  to  the  image  of  a  friend,  gave  to 
his  view,  in  the  figure  nearest  to  him,  the 
lineaments  of  his  belöved  uncle;  but  in  the 
gentleman  who  accompanied  him,  he  was 
destined  to  behold  a  stranger. 

Kapid  as  the  winged  bird,  when  it  darts 
into  the  parent  nest  to  avoid  the  ravenous 
beak  of  its  pursuers,  so  darted  the  harrass- 
ed  boy  into  the  arms  that  now  expanded 
to  reeeive  him,  while  the  smothered  cry 
of  uncle  burst  from  his  lips,  for  it  was  in- 
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deed  sir  Hugh  Singleton,  whom  VerryWs 
extraordinary  message  had  brought  te  the 
cabin.  The  joy  of  both  parties  in  thus  re- 
cognizing  eaeh  other  was  too  eloquent  to 
vent  itself  in  words — tears  only  oould 
give  utterance  to  the  satisfaction  that  re- 
sulted  to  each  at  this  ecstatic  moment*-^-a 
moment  which  again  gave  to  the  arms  of 
sir  Hugh  Singleton  the  adopted  child, 
whose  loss  he  had  so  long  and  so  lameiit- 
ably  deplored,  and  to  the  happy  Frederick 
that  satisfaction  for  which  he  had  so  long 
moumed  in  vain. 

As  soon  as  this^oy  of  grief,  as  Ossian 
so  finely  expresses  it,  had  a  little  subsided, 
sir  Hugh  held  his  nephew  at  some  dis- 
tance  frooi  him,  in  order  to  examine  if  he 
was  identically  the  same  Frederick  of 
whom  he  had  been  so  long  bereit,  and  to 
convince  himself  whether  he  had  under- 
gone  any  material  alteration  in  his  person 
during  the  many  hardships  which  he  raust 
haveendured ;  bat  fortunately  the  exami* 
nation  proved  much  in  his  fayour.     He 

was 
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was  beoome  considerably  taller  than  he 
was  at  quitting  Myfod  Vale;  and  since 
his  residence  in  tbe  cabin.  Content^  the 
handmaid  of  bealth,  had  again  strewn  her 
roses  over  his  lata  pallid  cheek ;  whilst  air,. 
exerciae,.  and  his  piain»  but  wbolesöme* 
food,  had  given  strength  to  his  limbs,  bril- 
liancy  to  his  eyes»  and  a  muscular  boldness 
to  his  whole  frame.  To  have  again  found> 
him  in  sound  health  and  limb,  was«  far  be- 
yond  the  uncle's  hopes  \  and  he  now  em- 
'braced  him  with  increased  satisfaction, 
whilst  his  heart  overflowed  with  thanks- 
givings  tx>  that  Providence  who  had  thus 
in  safety  restored  him  to  his  arms ;  and  as 
he  feit  the  now-happy  boy  resting  on  his 
bosom,  felicity,  the  purest  felieity,  washis; 
nor  could  the  addition  of  a  dvkedom^  much 
as  sir  Hugh  Singleton  had  been  taught  tO' 
venerate  ütles^  at  that  moment  have  added. 
to  his  satisfaction. 

Raising  his  head  at  length>  from  that 
breast  where  he  had  redined  in  a  delirium^ 
of  delight,  Frederick  observed  his  young 

6  6l  companioRi 
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ompänion  still  standing  by  his  ride,  an  as- 
fonished  spectator  of  the  foregoing  soene ; 
when  gently  disengaging  himaelf  from 
avms  that  still  seemed  fond  to  encdrcle 
him,  he  snatclied  the  hand  of  the  wan- 
:  stricken  girl,  and  presenting  her  to  his 
uncle,  exdaimed,  half  wild  with  joy«— 
**  1*1hs  is  ny  first  preserver,  dear  sir ;  and 
now  tet  US  inake  haste  into  the  oottagie^ 
-älid  1  will  introduce  you  to  the  other, 
Mrhcmil  shall  lovedearly  as  long  as  I  live." 

"  Indeed,  my  dear  Frederick,'*  qne^ 
tioned  dr  Hugh,  smiling»  **  I  hope  the 
objeCt  on  which  you  have  so  hastily  placed 
your  affections  will  do  credit  to  your 
taste  ?" 

"  Oh,  you  shall  see,  you  shall  see,**  cried 
the  happy  boy,  dragging  his  uncle  along 
with  one  hand,  while  he  held  Love  by  the 
other,  regardless  of  the  stranger,  who,  tak- 
ing  no  part  in  the  drama,  foUowed  mecha- 
nieally,  as  they  proceeded  to  enter  the 
cabin« 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


♦#***»^«»s^#s^ 


**  Mammy,  dear  mammy !"  shouted  Fr^- 
derick,  as  he  pressed  through  tbe  narrow 
aperture  whieh  constituted  the  entrance 
to  this  lowly  abode^  without  losing  bis 
holden  either  of  bis  companions;  '*  mam- 
my, dear  mammy !  I  have  brougbt  you 
somebody»  wbom  I  am  suFe  you  will  be 
glad  to  see,  and  who  will  love  you  as  mueb 
as  I  dor 

"  Ay,  indeed !  well,  it  is  som<;tbing  to 
make  conquests  at  my  time  of  life;  but  I 
am  afraid,  my  boy,  you  promis^  too  mach," 
replied  tbe  dame,  as  sbe  rose  from  tbe  side 
of  lier  little  peat-fire  to  welcome  tbe  stran^ 
gers  sbe  saw  approaebing,  wbo,  Struck  by 
her  appearance,  could  only  stand  and  gaze 
upon  tbe  singular-looking  figure  before 
tbem.    To  their  Imagination,  sbe  looked 

ratber 
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rather  like  the  being  of  some  other  wor' ' 
than  atr  inhabitant  of  this. 

When  sir  Hugh  was  acoused.  from  tW 
surprise  wbich  had  taken  possession  of  his^ 
faculties,  by  his  nephew's  leading  him* 
nearer  to  this  extraordinary  personage» 
and  crying-^— **  This,  dear  mamni)r,  is-  my 
kind  good  uncle^  sir  Hugh  Singlet<»i» 
eome  to  feteh  me  home  again  himself.'' 

"I  am  siiicerely  glad  of  it^  my  chilä,** 
answered  she;  '^^and,  as  you  say,  I  am  ex- 
ceedhfigly  rejoiced  to  see  him  on  such  an 
errand;  yet  while  I  feel  happy  in  bis 
Visit,  I  am  almost  sorry  for  the  occasioniof 
it,  since  it  will  go  to  deprive  me  of  a  very 
lively  and'  intelligent  companion,  whose 
Society  has  almost  made  me,  at  the  age  of 
an  hundred,  in  love  witb  the  worid  again. 
Butgo  thy  ways,  my  boy ;  it  were  a  shame 
even  to  indulge  the  wish  of  condemning 
a  bud  of  such  noble  promise  to  the  sterile 
Society  of  a  superannuated  old  woman— 
go  thy  ways  ther^fore,  my  child,"  added 
she,  spreading  at  the  same  time  her  shri- 

velledi 
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?eUed  hands  over  his  curling^  locks,  '*  aiMl 
may  Crocts  blessing  go  with  theeT 

Fiederick  now  seized  the  hands  tbat 
were  extended  aver  him  as  slie  uttered 
her  benediction ;  and  while  he  a£feetionate- 
ly  pressed  them  to  his  lips^nuirmured,  with 
a  tr^mulous  yoiiee  and  tearful  eye  east  to- 
wards  his  ande,  that  he  hoped  he  should 
soon  See  her  again- 

"  Certainly^"  was  kindly  responded  by 
sir  Hugh^  "  we  shall  for  the  present  go  no 
farther  than  Castle  Ap-Howel,  whenee  it 
will  be  easy  för  yoii  to  visit  your  benefac- 
tress;  and  believe  me,.  I  shall  be  equally 
eageF  with  yourself,  my  dear  Frederick,  to 
see  her  again,  and.tothank  her  as  I  ought 
for  her  unparelleled  kindness  towards  yoii." 

Sir  Hugh  Singleton,  after  having  inef- 
fectually  used  every  endeavour  to  unite 
the  clue  which  had  been:  broken.  by  his 
nephew's  escape  from.  the  gipsies,  almost 
in  despair  gave  up  all  hope  of  being  able 
to  retrace  him.;  and  thinking  to  divert  the 
chagrin  which  devoured  him,  he  deter- 

mined 
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inined  upon  making.  a  visit  to  his  sister; 
whom  he  had  not  seen  since  her  marriage» 
and  accordingly  crossed  the  prindpality 
for  that  purpose.  A  week  had  scai'cely 
passed  since  his  arrival  at  Castle  Ap-Howel; 
when  he  was  agreeably  surprised  by  tbe^ 
sudden  appearance  of  old  Perryn,  fraught 
with  the  intelligence  for  which  he  had  so 
long  panted,  and  which  induced  him,  ac^ 
companied  by  sir  Howel  ap  Howel*  to  set 
out  immediately  for  the  cabin  in  the  ravine. 
Frederick  was  now  introduced  in  form 
to  his  new  relative,  who  embraced  and 
eongratulated  him  upon  his  restoration  to 
his  friends ;  when  nothing  now  remained 
to  detain  them,  he  took  an  affectionate 
leave  of  the  dame,  and  assiiring  Love,. 
who  scareely  knew  whether  to  laugh  or 
cry,  that  he  would  shortly  see  her  again, 
with  a  heart  half-sorrowing,  half-rejoicing, 
turned  his  back  upon  the  dear  little  cabin 
which  had  sheltered  him  in  his  adversity, 
and  escorted  by  his  friends,  soon  reached 
Ap-Howel  Castle. 

To 
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To  the  generality  of  men,  however  great 
may  be  their  ardour  for  the  antiqoe^  an 
old  woman,  though  cotamonly  ranked  in 
that  dass»  ivould  prove  no  curiosity ;  and 
more  particularly  one  so  ancient  äs  the 
dame  of  the  rocky  cabin.    But  in  this  Sin- 
gular instance  sir  Hugh  Singleton  was  an 
exception.    The  very  appeamnce  of  this 
ancient  female  in  such  a  desolate  place, 
was  calculated  for  a  first-sight  impression. 
'Tidl,  thin,  and  scarcely  bending  under  her 
weigbt  of  years,  her  ügure  had  something 
imposing)  if  not  commanding  in  it ;  while 
«  pair  of  dark  eyes,  which  at  times  shot 
forth  a  portion  of  their  wonted  fires,  as 
they  **twinkled  like  stars  through  the  thin 
mist,"  and  gave  notice  of  the  inteUigence 
which  reigned  within,  in  spite  of  Time> 
who 

"  Shew  the  wrinkles  as  they  lle 
Insiduous  in  their  furrows  dark> 
And  deeply.  stainp  the  envious  mark— 
The  mark  indeUbie^-which  Fate 
IiidentS|  to  note  our  mortal  date/' 

The 
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The  knguage  too  in  which  she  had  ex- 
pressed herselC  he  observ^,  though  po9- 
sessing  something  rather  quaint  and  short, 
was  above  mediocrity,  and  denoted  her 
worthy  of  oonversation.  Should  he  then» 
who  had  spent  so  many  hours  of  his  life 
in  seardiing  for  specimens  of  the  antique, 
now  neglectanopportunity  of  deciphering 
antiquity's  seif,  when  it  was  so  immediate> 
ly  within  his  reach  ?-— *'  No»"  he  repeated»  as 
these  sentiments  passed  through  his  mind, 
cm  his  return  to  the  Castle;  *^  I  will  ex- 
tend  my  visit  here»  in  order  to  question 
this  Singular  personage  a  little  on  the 
'  tales  of  the  times  of  old/  and  hear  her 
relate  *  the  deeds  of  days  of  other  years*** 

Thus  thinking»  the  eurious  baronet  was 
not  long  in  putting  his  design  in  execu- 
tion ;  and  frequent  were  the  Visits,  and 
some  of  them  stolen  ones,,  for  fear  of  ridi- 
cule,  which  he  made  to  this  object  of  his 
contemplation ;  and  could  what  some 
have  advanced  against  the  sex  be  true, 
namely,  that  vanity  is  never  dead  in  uxh 
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foan^  the  andent  dame  migbt  have  plumed 
heilself  lipon  jnaking  no  inconsiderable 
oonquest,  aftdr  oompleting  a  Century ;  for, 
depend  upon  it,  this  was  the  first  female 
witli  whom  the  phlegmatic  sir  Hugh  Sin- 
gleton ever  indulged  stolen  intenriew8. 

At  first  the  dame,  cautious  and  reserved 
like  our  first  fair  mother,  would  not  un- 
wught  be  won ;  for  it  was  long  since  sbe 
had  held  converse  with  any  human  being 
out  of  her  own  cabin,  the  friendly  Perryn 
excepted,  and  she  now  feit  an  insuperable 
objection  to  admit  a  stranger  to  her  confi- 
dence«  Bat  the  plea  which  her  present 
suitor  held  in  behalf  of  bis  nephew»  towards 
whom  she  had  acted  so  benevolent  a  part, 
added  to  bis  own  suavity  of  manners»  not 
only  gained  him  free  admittance  to  her 
hearth,  but  obtained  for  him  a  share  of  her 
confidence  also,  and  a  portion  of  her  esteera. 

Döring  these  visits  -  many  subjects  of 
peculiar  interest  were  started  and  discussed 
with  intelligenee ;  when  carried  away  by 
the  pleajsure  arising  firom  the  novelty  of  a 

rati(mal 
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rational  oonversation,  she  seemed  to  feel  a 
renewal  of  tbat  spirit  which  had  so  long 
lain  dormant  and  repressed,  when  a  ge<- 
neral  communicativeness  would  take  place 
of  her  common  tacitumity.  At  such, 
tioies  as  these,  she  would  be  led  to  speak 
of  herseif  in  a  cäsual  manner,  tili  ajt  length 
she  was  prevailed  upon,  by  the  rhetoric  öf 
her  new  friend,  to  give  him  her  history  at 
length,  which^  afler  prefacing  in  the  folr 
lowing  words,  she  began : — 

'^  Many,  many  year»  ago,  sir  Hugh  Sm^ 
gleton,  so  many,  Üiat  I  have  almost  forgot- 
ten  times,  dates,  nay,  the  very  seasooß 
themselvei^  as  they  roUed  by,  had  not  the 
calendarofnatureremdnded  methat  Spring 
regaled  me  with  the  sight  and  fragrant 
scent  of  her  sweetest  flowers — ^that  in  Sum^ 
mer,  I  am  as  it  were  reanimated  with  the 
vivifying  heat — ^whilst  Autumn,  with  bis 
changing  leaf,  wams  me  to  prepare  for  the 
approach  of  Winter,  who  follows  in  bis^ 
rear ;  and  Winter^  dark,  cheerless,  solitary 
Winter  of  the  year^  like  that  of  age,  points. 

only 
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xmly  to  the  tomb,  c£  all  that  is  left  behind ! 
So  many  years,  I  say,  it  is  since»  indulging 
a  dislike  rooted  in  particular  causes,  I  took 
a  dislike  to  the  woiid,  and  quitting  it  en« 
tirely»  have  existed  as  a  solitary  inhaUtant. 

'*  The  first-bom  child  of  parents  who 
enjoyed  the  happy  medium  in  life,  prayed 
for  by  the  eloquent  psalmist,  wlien  he  says, 
*give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches^*  I 
was  alike  the  Idol  of  both  father  and  mo- 
ther,   who  fancied  they  beheld   in  me, 
from  the  first  dawnings  of  reason,  symp- 
toms  of  a  more  than  common  understand- 
ing.    My  infant  smile  was  rega^ded  by 
them  as  beaming  with  intelligence ;  and. ; 
whea  I  crowed  in  my  nurse's  arms^  itwas^ ' 
considered  as  fine  a  piece .  of  oratory  as  if .  . 
uttered  by  a  Cicero  or  a  Demosthenes. 
In  consequence  of  my  understanding»  as 
they  beheved,  continuing  to  expand  as  i  • 
became  older,  it  was  agreed  that  I  shouldt-. 
recei VC  an  education  calculated  to  improve 
it ;  a  thing  rather  uncommon  fop  fi^3)alM 
in  those  days»  and  frGtm  wiiich  I  mi^y  iti\t  ^ 

j  ^  all 
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au  probability,  date  the  origiti  of  tny  way- 
ward  destiny. 

^^  Preparatory  to  the  making  me  a  learn« 
ed  personage»  I  was  suffered  to  commence 
my  academical  noviciate  almost  as  soon  as 
I  could  walk,  under  the  superintenduig 
eye  of  my  mother^  at  a  village  school» 
where 

'  Embowered  in  trees,  and  hardly  known  to  Fame, 
There  dwelt,  in  Iowlj  »liades  and  mean  attirey 
A  matron  old,  whom  we  schooiiaistress  name/ 

who  was  well  i^tisfied  to  rank  me  in  her 
*  fauy  throng;'  and  so  well  did  I  profit l^ 
her  sage  instruetions»  and  so  early  leamed 
to  con  my  ^  book  of  stature  smaU/.  that 
at  the  age  when  most  ehildren  would 
begin  their  aiphabet,  I  was  pronounced  a 
pjnodigy  in  the  art  of  reading,  and  as  con- 
st£int]y  held  up  as  an  example  for  all  the 
urchins  in  the  sdiodl  to  imitate. 

^^  Alasj  well  do  I  remember,  though 
ages  appear  to  have  roUed  over  me  «nee, 
and  more  recent  eve»ts  have  &ded  frohx 

my 
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my  memory,  the  glow  of  proud  delight 
tfaat  thriUed  my  infknt  bosom,  when  re- 
ceiving  this  *  pittatice  small  of  praise/ 
from  one  I  then  thought  *  the  greatest 
wigfat  on  ground/ 

'<  Impressions  formed  at  an  early  period 
of  cur  lives,  when  the  mind.  like  an  un« 
contaminated  sheet»  is  open  to  reeeive 
them»  are  generally  indelible.  Thus,  from 
being  oomtantly  told  that  I  was  a  pattem 
for  emulation,  I  began  to  indulge  the  same 
idea  with  my  parents,  and  became  convin- 
ced  in  my  tum,  that  I  certainly  was  in 
possession  of  talents  far  superior  to  those 
of  my  contemporaries. 

'^  To  cultivate  then  these  pre-eminent 
talents,  as  I  became  older,  constituted  my 
Chief  delight ;  and  having  suificienüy  aS- 
tcmished  my  village  instructress  with  the 
depth  of  my  erudltion,  I  was  placed  mider 
the  care  of  one  superior  in  the  elements  of 
kuowledge,  some  miles  distant  from  home. 
Here,  if  not  reeeiving  altogether  such  high 
encomiums  as  I  had  been  aecustomed  to^ 
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yet  I  Ö^uasÜy  bore  the  pialm  of  victorjr 
from  iny  youthful  competitors  in  the  paths 
of  diligenoe ;  and  many  were  the  rewards^ 
consisting  of  a  new  peh,  a  pendl,  or-^€o« 
static  remembrance ! — agätbook,  from  the 
hands  of  my  preceptress,  with  which  I 
dosed  my  annual  cai^er. 

^*  Happy  day s  of  peace,  innocence»  and 
delight !  too  soon  you  vanished,  leaving 
me  nothing  that  could  be  termed  an  eqai- 
valent  for  your  flight. 

"  To  study»  and  exert  every  nerve  in 
the  acqnirement  of  knowledge,  was  novr 
beoome  my  greatest  enjoyment.  Books 
were  every  thing  to  me;  and  no/amished 
Indian  who  traverses  the  harren  des^  in 
seareh  of  food,  ever  devoured  the  luxu« 
rious  meal  which  Providence  at  length 
plaees  before  hini,  with  more  ^agemess 
than  I  did  the  contents  of  every  volumel 
could  lay  my  hands  upon*  Objects  so  fas* 
cinating,  were  meat,  drink,  and,  in  short, 
the  sustenance  of  life  to  me ;  and  many 
were  the  bribes  o£Pered,  and  frequent  were 

the 


the  petits  schemes  put  in  practice  to  get 
Üiem  into  my  possession ;  but  wheli  once 
obtained,  theluxurious  banquet  of  perus- 
iirg  the  secreted  volume  was  more  deli- 
cious  to  me  than  the  feasting  with  an  em- 
peror.  You  will  feel  inclined  perhaps  to 
inquire  what  constituted  my  juvenile  slu- 
dies,  thus  purloined,  and  as  secretly  pur- 
sued  ?  Miscellaneous  they  certainly  were, 
and  perhaps  not  very  choice  in  their  Con- 
tents, as  I  read  indiscriminately  every 
thing  that  came  in  my  way,  from  the 
fairy  tale  to  the  high-flown  ancient  ro- 
mance ;  and  had  not  these  been  tempered 
with  a  portion  of  history,  a  little  poetry, 
with  the  Religious  Courtship,  Pilgrim's 
Progress,  and  a  few  moral  plays,  I  might 
have  been  led  to  suppose  that  I  could  have 
taken  my  flight  tlirough[the  air  in  a  beau- 
tiful  car  -drawn  by  swans,  or  have  fancied 
myself  a  captive  beauty  in  the  court  of 
Ptolemy  king  of  Egypt. 

^^  At  the  happy  age  of  sixteen,  when  a 
female  has  a  partial  claim  to  the  rights  of ' 

VOL.  u«  H  wonaan« 
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womanhood,  whilst  she  is  not  reckoned 
too  old  to  enjoy  tlie  innocent  playfulness  of 
the  girl,  I  quitted  my  school,  greatly  em- 
bellished  in  personal  advantages,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  my  indulgent  parents, 
BS  well  as  highly  improved  in  mental  ac- 
quirements ;  and  though  I  was  not  reck- 
oned strictly  handsome»  a  thing  of  no 
coneern,  as  the  beauty  of  the  face  had  ever 
been  considered  below  my  wise  considera- 
tion,  yet  I  was  allowed  to  possess  a  figure 
which  was  not  without  attractions,  while 
my  manner,  having  received  a  polish  from 
education,  very  unusiial,  as  I  before  ob- 
served,  for  young  persons  in  those  days, 
was  acknowledged  to  be  very  agreeable. 
I  had  read  a  good  deal,  possessed  a  very 
retentive  memory,  and  knew  how  to  adapt 
my  conversation  to  the  capacity  of  others; 
this,  with  a  certain  gaietdde  cceur,  rendered 
me  sufficiently  attractive,  and  it  was  the 
fashion  in  our  little  world  to  think  every 
thing  I  saidcarried  weight  with  it;  and  in 
a  short  time  I  was  considered  not  only 

the 
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the  orator^  but  the  oracle  of  the  village 
also. 

**  Delightful  season  of  my  youth !  when 
every  drcumstance  possessed  a  charm  to 
summon  happiness»  again  I  have  to  apos- 
trophize  your  fleeting  hours !  Why,  oh 
why,  iB  tbis  happy  periöd  of  our  existence 
8ufikied so soon to pass away ?  isitbecause 
the  short-lived  happmess  of  this  wcMrld 
caiifiot  be  put  in  competition  with  that  to 
oome,  whither  we  are  hastening  in  order  to 
dwell  in  bllss  eteraal ! 


H  t  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


<^»#<^l»r^#»»»#4 


^*  TöouGH  possessing  a  suffid^nt  degree  of 
complaisance  and  good-nature  in  my  com« 
Position  to  tolerate  my  inferiors  in  mental 
acqüirements,  still  I  could  not  bring  my* 
seif  to  select  them  for  my  aoqüaiiitance  or 
friends ;  and  thus  I  began»  almost  impeiv 
ceptibly,  to  step  out  of  that  rank  in  life 
which  Providence  appeared  to  have  assigned 
me ;  and  though  by  nature  neither  proud 
nor  ambitious^  yet  my  spirit,  involuntarily 
as  it  were,  searched  out  kindred  minds 
that  could  assimilate  with  my  own,  while 
it  refused  to  mingle  with  the  every-day 
characters  around  me. 

*^  To  succeed  in  this  point,  it  was  neces- 
«ary  to  cast  my  eyes  upon  those  in  a  supe- 
rior  Station  in  life  to  my  own ;  it  was  there 
only  that  IcouM  hope  to  meet  with  that  de- 
gree 
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gree  bf  intelligence,  cultivation,  and  senti- 
ment,which,by  enabling  them  tojoin  in  the 
same  pursuits,  should  obtain  an  interest  in 
my  heart.  A  friend  thus  gifted,  in  a  dr- 
de  80  limited  as  my  own»  I  could  scarcely 
hope  tp  discover ;  yet  there  was  one  in  ex* 
istence,  whose  disposition  was  perfectly 
congenial  with  my  own,  and  whose  fiiend- 
ship  for  me  promised  to  be  as  lasting  as 
the  basis  of  taste  and  sentiment  on  whidi 
it  was  founded.  Bat,  alasJ  fxiendship^ 
like  love»  is  fleeting»  and  unstable  as  the 
visions  of  the  night— the  moming  dawns, 
sleep  yanishes,  and  nought  remains  of  the 
ideal  phantoms  of  our  imaginations»  but 
memory,  cniel  memory,  who  delights  to 
refleet  in  time's  drding  glass  the  dreams; 
of  our  earlier  years. 

**  Scarcely  had  six  months  roUed  over 
my  head,  after  I  had  quitted  school^  when^ 
on  the  eve  of  St.  Valentine,  a  packet,^  bear* 
ing  my  address,  was  left  at  our  door,  and 
in  which,  upon  breaking  the  seal  which 
confined  the  envelop,  I  discovered  a  beau-^ 

h3  tiful 
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tiful  dasp^  enridbed  with  a  lock  af  cufious^ 
ly-pktited  brown  hair.  This  el^^ant  Uttle 
present  I  found  acoompaßied  bjr  some 
equally-elegant  verses  ^  hxtt  iiistead  of  be« 
ing  love's  messengers^  which  I  at  &st  imar 
^ned,  I  aaw,  npon  perosal^  that  ^bej  were 
<^Tiiigs  at  tibe  shrine  of  fidenddaip  (Hilft 
and  casi^  a€  tke  Signatare  at  the  bottom 
testified,  &om  a  young  lady»  who  express* 
ed  bers^  desirous  of  becomhig  a  eandi- 
date  for  the  bonour  of  my  acqudoitmiee. 

^  To  be  1^us<distinginshed  was^^üoeed- 
ingly  flattering  to  my  self40Te^  and  more 
particulariy  so  as^  the  petitiooer  &r  my  ra^ 
gard  moved  in  a  much  higher  spheie  thaft 
myself,  being  the  (Hily  daughtar  of  a  ruik 
yeoman,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  writ^ 
inggent  at  the  termination  of  his  name. 
In  this  young  lady  I  hoped  to  meet  with 
those  accomplishments  I  panted  lc»r  in  a 
ßiend ;  and  as  I  knew  much  pain^and  ex«» 
pence  had  been  lavished  on  her  education 
as  well  as  my  own,  a  singulap  as  well  as 
simils^  coineidence  in  those  times>  I  «nter- 

tained 
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tained  no  doubt  of  being  fuUy  gratified  in^ 
my  expectations. 

*^  Na  time  was  then  lost  in  returning  an 
appropriate  answer  to  this  elegant  Valen- 
tine, and  some  trifling  memento  was  also 
conveyed  back  on  my  part,  indicative  of 
tlie  pleasure  with  which  I  received  her 
proposal.  These  preliminaries  settled,  an 
interview  soon  took  place  between  us, 
when,  equally  pleased  with  the  perfec- 
tions  which  each  fancied  they  beheid  in 
the  other,  we  formed  so  strict  a  bond  of 
amity,  that,  like  the  Hermia  and  Helena 
of  Shakespeare,  we  shared  &weet  counsel 
together,  and 

*^cbi(l  tbe  hast^-fbotied  Time 
For  parting  us/ 

"  To  obviate  this  inconvenience  as 
miich  as  possible,^  the  parents  of  my 
friend  gave  me  so  general  an  invitation, 
that  I  became  at  length  almost  an  inhabi- 
tant  of  the  same  mansion,  where  her  joy s, 

H.  4  her 
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her  oocupations^and  her  pkasarea^  becaitie 
mine ;  alike  pursuing  the  same  olgect — 

^  Bbth  warbÜog  of  one  soog — b  >th  in  ooe  kej, 
As  ifour  iMuids,  our  »des,  vüioesy  and  miads, 
Uad  been  iucorporate  ; 


So-witb  twa  aeemiog  bodies,  buC  ooe  heut/ 

did  we  oontinue  to  cement  our  friendship^ 
tili  my  way ward  fate,  as  if  envious  of  sudi 
feUdty,  stepped  in  to  uiidermine  iL 

^  I  have  told  you  that  my  fnend  was 
the  only  daughter  of  her  parents,  bot  not 
their  only  child.  Alida  Everard  had  two 
brotherSy  both  older  than  herseif,  and  botii 
alike  theobjects  of  her  tenderestaffections; 
but  during  ray  three  years  intimaey  with 
their  sister,  I  had  never  seen  either,  both 
being  absent  from  home,  though  on  very 
different  pursuits;  the  youngest  bearing 
arms  in  a  foreign  countrv,  while  the  eldest, 
who  was  destined  to  succeed  bis  father  in 
the  patrimonial  estate,  which  was  deemed 
of  sufGd^it  value  to  exempt  him  from  the 

irksomeness 
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irksomeness  of  attending  to  any  profession,. 
had  beer),  düring  the  time  above-mention«^ 
ed,  on  a  visit  to  bis  maternal  grandfatber 
in  Ireland. 

**  Tbe  darling  of  tbis  doting  relative^ 
by  wbom  be  bad  been  cberisbed  from  bis: 
infancy,  became  at  lengtb  so  necessaiy  ta 
tbe  bappiness  of  bis  latter  years,  tbat  be 
could  not  endure  he  sbould  quit  bim^  evem 
for  tbe  sbortest  period ;  repeatedly  urging»» 
tbat  all  tbe  return  wbicb  be  expected. 
from  bim,  for  kindnesses  lavisbed  on  bi» 
youtb,  was,  tbat  be  sbould  remain  to  close 
bis  eyes;  and  as  tbat  period  bad  been  long, 
expected,  year  bad  succeeded  year  witb- 
out  bis  wisbed-for  return. 

**  Tbe  •  king  of  terrors,*  so  long  looked 
for,  but  wbo  will  eome,  only  when  he  wiU 
come,  at  lengtb  tbougbt  proper  to  call  upoji :. 
tbe  old  gentleman,  wben  bis  grandson». 
after  baving  performed  every  filial  duty . 
towards  bis  revered  relative,  and  inberited 
a  tolerable  sum  in  addition  to  tbat  be- 
queatbed  bis  brotber  and  sister,,  quitted 

h5  Ireland 
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Miiid  fer  tfaat  home  and  thote  nhliii'i 
he  liad  so  anzioiitlj,  yet  m>  rmAy  wiibHl 
to  embiaoe. 

^  Had  atiy  other  oocasicm  thoi  Aatof 
the  death  of  a  near  relation  t>efii  the 
cause  of  amducting  back  the  Aeir  of  the 
home  of  Everard^  the  event  wouid»  no 
doubt»  hare  been  marked  by  re|<Hchigai^ 
propriate  to  such  an  agreeaUe  ermt;  as 
it  was^  piopriety  deroanded  that  they 
should  receive  hun  to  their  arms,  and  le- 
j<Hoe  in  silence.  0)Dgratulatic»)s  flowed 
nmnd  on  all  sides  upon  sa  joyfiil  aü  event, 
amid  which  were  none  more  sincere  than 
those  profferedby  his  sister's  chosen  friend, 
ivho  most  sincerely  lejcHced  in  the  genend 
hilarity  that  reigned  around. 

'^  In  Order  to  rendar  home  as  attractive 
as  possible  to  the  young  stranger,  every 
variety  o£  amusement  was  set  on  foot  to 
afibrd  him  entertainment ;  and  as  AHcia 
could  have  no  enjoyment  unless  I  was 
with  her,  ta  have  proposed  going  home  at 
thi»  crisis,  would  not  only  have  carried  the 

face 
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face  et  ingratitude  with  it»  but  would  bave* 
been  wholfy  impraetioable ;  I  therefore  ea* 
sily  obtained  penmission'  from  my  parents 
tD  remain,  no  unwilling  sharer  m  the  scenes^ 
ef  pleasure  by  which  I  was  Surround^«. 

*  Not  to  weary  you,  sir  Hugh,  with*  a 
frivolous  detail  ofray  juvenile  adventures,. 
whlcb,  altbough  in  some  measure  interest- 
ing  to  the  garrulity  of  age  to  relate,  cannot 
be  so  to   an  individual  to  heär;  I  will 
therefore  hasten  to  say,.  that  these  indul- 
gent  parents,  in  their  eagemess«  to  pBoeure; 
the  immediate  gratifieation  of  pleasure  to* 
their  son,  overlooked  the«  eonsequences 
which  might  arise  from  twoyoung  people 
ofdifierent  sexes^  being  in  the  habits  of 
such  intimacy   with  each  othen    Upon: 
these  occasions  it  is  rare  but  that  one  of  the 
parties  receives  an  Impression  ftom  the  fan- 
cied  charms,  w^hether  real  or  imaginary,. 
of  the  other,  which  engenders  a  passion,. 
that,  if  unrequited,  may  go  nigh  to  cost 
them  the  peace  of  their  futurelives;  and 
such,  I  am  gri.Qved  to  say,  through  this. 

H  6  misplaced: 
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misplaced  security,  was  the  fate  of  the  un« 
fortunate  and  üiisguided  Charles  Everard. 

^  Born  in  a  situaticm  far  above  the  hum« 
\Äe  Anne  de  ClifFord,  one  in  which  he 
might  have  selected  a  partner  for  üfe 
amongst  hundreds  in  his  own  spbere,  why 
did  his~  eri)  genius  lead  him  to  fix  those 
affections  on  me,  whieh  had  been  so  mueb 
happier  bestowed  elsewbere?  and  why  was 
Ifated,  hy  bis  persevering  passion^to  wound 
ray  own  heart,  wbilst  I  pierced  that  of  his 
friends,  by  declaring  my  inability  to  make 
him  a  suitable  retum  ? 

"Toaperson  rather  too  much  in  the 
emhonpoint  for  a  young  man  of  his  age,^ 
Edgar  Everard  united  a  tolerably  band- 
spme  face,,  whose  only  expression  was  eba- 
racteristic  of  ease  and  good-humour.  Un- 
lettered  as  the  boors  on  his  grandfather's 
estate,  exeept  in  the  article  of  being  able 
tp  write  bis  own  name,  his  sole  oecupation 
had  been  to  eat  and  drink,  bunt  and  shoot, 
with  other  rural  employments  ;  and  when 
pursuiaig  neither  of  these  necessary  quali- 

fications,, 


FEARS  AND  CARES.  l57 

ficationSy  to  gallop  round  the  oountry  as 
many  miles  in  a  day  as  his  galloway  would 
carry  him.  Added  to  these  accomplish- 
ments,  he  was  rough  in  his  manners, 
and  uncouth  in  his  dialect,  natural  con- 
sequences  of  a  mind  so  uncultivated ;  for 
having  been  considered  as  a  model  of 
perfection  from  his  infancy  in  the  eyes  of 
his  doting  grandfather,  it  had  never  been 
deemed  necessary  to  polish  the  one,  or  cor- 
rect  the  other  of  these  glaring  defeets— de-, 
fects  which  remained  invisible,  while,  from 
the  gaiety  of  his  natural  temperament,  he 
never  failed  to  contribute  towards  the  ge- 
neral  hilarity  of  those  around  him ;  and  he 
had  been  suffered,  without  contradiction, 
to  run  wild  as  the  game  he  loved  to  pursue 
in  his  native  wilds. 

"  As  the  son  of  my  beneßictors,  since 
their  kindness  warranted  them  such  to  me 
— asthebrotherofmy  fiiend,  I  could  have 
loved  Edgar  Everard ;  but  to  the  forming 
a  nearer  connexion  with  him  on  my  ac- 
count,  I  feit   an  insurmoun table  repug-^ 

nance^ 
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Banee.    In  vain  I  looked  for  that  cpngeni«^ 
idity  of  taste,  that  union  of  sentiment  be* 
tween  us,  so  necessary  to  form  the  basis  of 
cenjugal  feUeity — in  vain  I  sought  for  that 
d^ree  of  superibr  talent,  whkh  I  sbonld 
hayewished  to  find  in  one  with  whom  I was 
destined  to  spend  the  period  of  my  exist-^ 
tooe.    Alas !  these  ingredients,  so  neces- 
sary to-my  happiness  in  a  wedded  life,  were^ 
not  blended  in  the  being  before  me,  and  I 
fbund  it  impossible  to  tax  my  heart  iti  bis 
favour. — What,'*    she    continued>.   as    if 
speaking  to  herseif,  "  tliough  it  almost. 
Gost  me  my  reason  to  break  with  a  family 
thus  beloved  and  revered,  could'  I  sacrifice 
my  all  of  happiness?     No!"  she  again  ut- 
tered,  in  an  inw^rd  tone,  while  her  fixed 
eye  and  immovable  posture  gave  notice 
that  she  saw  nothing  but  the  vision  whieh 
she  was  retracing   within  —  "no;   they 
should  not  have  exacted  so  great  a  sacri- 
fice!   Ah!  how  frequently  does  memory 
present  to  my  mind's  eye  the  last   sad 
scene  which  passed  between  us !  when  the 

fond: 
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ß>nd  mcther,  Struck  by  tbe  threatemngiLo€ 
the  intemperate  youth  when  he  reoeived  tnjr 
finalrefusal^besought  me,  with  tears  stream^ 
ing  down  her  cheeks,  in  pity  to  revokemy 
sentence^  ami  make  them  happy— when* 
the  sister,  her  heart  wrang  ta  agony  by  the 
melancholy  forebodings  she  experienced  in 
r^aid  to  her  brother^  who,  unaccustomed« 
to  control»  knew  not  how  in  thia  instanee 
to  brook  it,  clang  round  my  neck,  in]pk>r- 
ing  me  not  to  abandbn  them — when  £d^ 
gar  himself,  with  Iowering  brow^  suUen 
eye,  andeheeks  bloated  with  mortification,, 
whikt  their  liectic  tinge  shewed  the  dis- 
dain  with  which  they  refused  to  rcceive 
the  sealding  tears  ready  to  start,  atood  doof 
in  gloomy  silence ;  whilst  I,  my  bosom 
torn  by  a  thousand  conflicting  emotiom,  in 
which  esteem  for  my  friends,  pity  for  the 
object  who  had  been  the  primary  source  of 
all  this,  and  a  consideration  for  my  own 
happiness,  struggled  for  supremacy,  and 
X  could  scareely  be  kept  from  fainting-~ 
oh!  it  was  a  seene  which  old  Time,  aU 
though  he  faas  so  long  flapped  his  wings 

over 
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over  m^  has  never  yet  been  Me  to  waft 
fiom  my  temembranoe* 

^  The  oonsequenoes  resulting  fiom  such 
an  event  as  I  have  related,  were  such  as 
might  be  expected  I  could  have  made  a 
sacrifioe  of  every  thing  updn  the  combined 
altars  ofgratüude  andßiendship  but  that 
of  mysel^  which  religion,  as  well  as  sentU 
ment,  forbade.  How  could  I,  in  the  üce  of 
thatBeingwho  gaveme  life,  vow  to  love,ho- 
nour,  and  obey  one  who  had  not  the  power 
to  command,  even  in  a  single  point»  the 
Performance  of  my  oath  ?  Could  I  ex- 
pect  happiness  in  a  State,  whose  veiy  out-^ 
set  would  have  been  marked  by  a  pro£i>- 
nation  of  its  sacred  lites  ?  No,  no ;  the 
thing  was  impossible;  I  was  stcdfast  in 
my  refusal  to  unite  my  fate  with  tliat  of 
Edgar  Everard,  and  we  parted— ^r  ever! 

**  Fronv  this  unfortunate  period,  no 
communication  whatever  took  place  be- 
tween  the  members  of  either  family.  Ali- 
da  remained  as  if  dead  to  me ;  nor  have  I, 
since  that  memorable  period,  sufTered  the 
chasm  made  by  such  a  breach  in  our 

friendship^ 
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friendship  to  be  filled  up.  No,  dear  and 
regretted  friend,  you  only  were  worthy  to 
dwell  in  this  heart ;  and  though  the  inex- 
orable  tyrant  lias  long  swept  you  from  the 
earth,  that  void  which  you  formerly  filled 
in  my  bosom,  still  remains  as  it  did  in  thy 
life,  sacred  to  thy  memory  r 


CHAPTER  XIL 


The  good  dame  feeling  herseif  somewhat 
exhausted  at  the  end  of  the  foregoing 
chapter,  signified  her  wish  of  postponing 
a  further  relation  of  the  .  most  striking, 
events  of  her  life,  until  her  visitor  should 
again  honour  her  poor  hut  with  his  Com- 
pany. To  this  sir  Hugh  immediately 
agreed ;  but  being  impatient  to  leam  all 
the  wayward  eircurastances  which  could 
thus  induce  a  person  of  her  talents  and 
understanding  to  bury  herseif  alive  in  so 
desolate  a  spot,  he  was  not  long  in  retum- 

ing 
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ir^  to  his  post,  when  she  goöd-faumoar' 
edly  ooUected  her  retentive  ücuIücb^  and 
resumed  the  thread  of  her  story :— « 

'*  Seduded  under  my  father's  roof,  to 
whidi  I  immediately  retumed,  after  the 
fareach  I  have  mentioned,  I  could  have 
wished  that  in  shutting  out  all  the  world^ 
I  could  BB  finally  have  shut  o^it  all  remem- 
brance  of  it  also.  But  it  would  not  be ; 
my  sensibility  had  received  a  wouud  di& 
ficult  to  cicatrize^  and  memory,  pamfiil 
memory,  would  too  frequently  present  me 
with  visions  of  the  past  for  me  to  expect 
tranquillity. 

••  From  Alicia  I  had  never  heard  since 
our  Separation ;  to  common  report,  there- 
fbre,  was  I  indebted  for  any  intelligence 
that  might  reach  me  respecting  the  family 
of  my  fiiend ;  and  from  this  source  I  soon 
leamed  that  poor  Edgar,  in  a  paroxysm  of 
passion,  amounting  almost  to  frenzy,  had 
quitted  hig  father's  house — that  he  was 
gone  no  one  knew  whither,  and  that  he 
Was  not  expected  to   retum.     Ill-fated 
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young  mani  how  inany  hours  of  sorrow« 
ful  commiseration  has  thy  unhappy  des- 
liny  cost  me  !  yet,  oould  I  even  have  heen 
permitted  to  fbresee  this  unluckj  event,  I 
know  not,  undel*  such  peculiar  ckeuoi- 
stancesy  how  I  could  have  prevented  il 
Thts  reflecdon  is  my  only  confic^tion, 
when,  as  now,  I  have  to  aecuse  myself  of 
being  the  ruin  of  one,  who,  hadnot  I  been 
CRst  as  a  stumbling-block  in  bis  road  to 
bappiness,  might  have  lived  an  bonour  U> 
himself,  and  a  comfort  to  bis  family. 

*'  For  a  length  of  time  after  bis  sudden 
disappearance,  nothing  si^sfa^ry  transk 
I^red  in  r^ard  to  Edgar  Evcurard»  Dur- 
ing  this  interval,  some  very  material 
changes  took  place  in  my  own  family». 
which  obliged  me  to  quit  the  patemid  roof« 
and  in  consequence  to  reside  with  a  lAai^v 
of  my  father's  in  a  dist^it  part  of  tbe  king-* 
dom.  Here,  as  we  mixed  but  littk  in  so» 
ciety,  and  I  had  plenty  of  time  for  pursu- 
ing  my  favourite  occupations»  I  again  be»* 
gan  to  tasteof  peace»  and  frcMa  time  to  time 

.regained 
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dence !  the  countenance  of  Edgar  Evc^ 
rard! 

*^  Horror-Struck  at  so  appalling  a  sight» 
I  sunk  half-fainting  upon  the  nearest  seat« 
His  sister,  bis  miserable  parents,  rushed 
to  my  imagination,  and  even  the  unhappy 
youth  himself  became  equally  an  object 
of  my  comniiseration ;  for  though  I  had 
found  it  impossible  to  love,  yet  I  could 
not  hate,  and  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart 
could  feel  for^  and  commiserate  his  unhap- 
py destiny. 

"  Exerting  therefore  every  endeavour  to 
overcome  this  unexpected  shock,  which 
had  passed  unnoticed,  I  was  soon  sufficient- 
ly  recovered  to  appeal  to  the  gentleman  of 
the  house  in  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  cul^ 
prit,  whom  I  confessed  I  knew — knew 
his  excellent  family,  and  implored  him,  if 
he  had  any  influence  witb  the  magbtrates, 
that  he  would  use  it  in  order  to  mitigate 
his  sentence,  and  thus  save  the  beloved 
brother  of  my  friend  fix>m  undergoing  a 
public  disgrace.    Struck  by  the  agitatiou 

of 
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of  my  mamier^  and  convinoed  I7  the  e^ 
ness  with  whidi  I  entreated  his  assi$tHiioe, 
tliat  it  miist  be  a  matter  ofocmsequenoeto 
m^  he  pditely  aooeded  to  my  reqnest ; 
he  immediat^  hastened  after  die  throi^ 
and  readied  m  time  to  prevent  the  dbead^ 
ed  exposnre. 

''Oh,  Edgar,  oould  I  but  as  happily 
have  prevented  every  subsequent  evil  that 
followed  thee  to  thy  grav^  as  I  prevented 
this,  what  satis&ction  would  it  have  given 
me !  but  no,  that  was  beyond  my  feehle 
efibrts  to  achieve,  and  thou  wert  lost — ^lost 
to  thy sdf  and  thy  fnends !  But  whether 
the  green  sod  coveredthee  in  thy  'narrow 
house/  or  the  blue  wave  rolled  over  thy 
head  while  thou  sleptest  below,  was  never 
known. 

^  For  a  length  of  time  after  this  mdan- 
choly  ineident,  I  heard  no  more  of  Eidgar 
E  verard ;  it  appeared  fix)m  this  period  that 
he  had  vanished  firom  the  earth ;  he  was 
gone  no  one  knew  whither,  or  even  if  he 
was  in  existence.    Many  were  the  inqui- 

ries 
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lies  I  privately  haaarded  respecting  him  i 
for  believing  myself  the  nuse,  thougb 
Heaven  knows  how  innocently  so,  of  bis 
ruin,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  remain 
uninterested,  when,  after  the  lapse  of  seve- 
ral  years,  I  learned  the  following  partk^u« 
lars : — 

"  Flying  in  .despair  from  his  father*» 
mansion,  afler  the  unlucky  fracas  I  have 
related,  he  kept  no  measures  with  himself, 
but  rushed  headlong  into  evary  vice,  tili, 
he  became  the  degradedareature  I  lastsaw 
him.     The  patrimony  which  he  inherited 
from  his  grandfather  squandered,  and  en- 
tertaining  too  great  a  sense  of  propriety  to : . 
appeal,  degraded  as  he  was,  to  his  parents 
for  niore,  he  became  in  the  end  a  very  out- 
cast  from  the  haunts  of  man ;  but  as  he 
could  not  starve,  and  still  entertained  too  . 
much  principle  to  rush  unbidden  into  the  - 
presence  of  his  Creator,  he^  as  a  means  ^ 
of    simply    obtaining   a  subsistence,    at 
length   entered  as  a   Seaman   on    board 
one  of  his  majesty^s  ships  of  war  destined " 

to 
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to  fcn'eign  servioe.  Her^  through  hiflocm^ 
tetnpt  of  all  sobcurdinatioii,  and  indeed  of 
life,  he  soon  incurred  the  displeasiire  of  his 
oommanding  offioers,  for  which  <^eiioe  he 
was  faied  byacoort-martial,  and  sentenoed 
to  he  flogged.  This  punishment  it  was 
impossible  his  high  spirit  oould  I»ook; 
death  m  this  instance  he  deemed  prefer- 
able;  and  to  hazard  his  life  upon  the  cast 
of  an  escape,  was  no  sooner  thought  of  than 
put  in  execution.  Vigilanüy  seardiing  fbr 
an  opportunity  during  the  night,  he  qui- 
etly  dropped  down  the  ship's  side ;  and 
being  a  vigorous  swimmer,  oontrived  to 
pass  through  the  whole  fleet»  tili  he  reacdi- 
ed  a  transport,  which  was  under  sailing  Or- 
ders for  the  East  Indies ;  and  being  in  too 
exhausted  a  State,  when  taken  on  boaid,  to 
give  any  account  of  himself,  he  was  Charit- 
ably  consigned  to  a  hammock,  where  he 
remained  in  peace  tili  the  anchor  was 
weighed,  and  the  sails  set,  to  bear  him  at 
once  from  his  oppressc»^  and  the  EngUsk 
ikores. 
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**  From  this  time  vague  reports  only  re- 
specting  the  fate  of  Eklgar  Bverard  reach« 
ed  England.  Some  affirmed  that  he  died 
on  his  passage»  others  that  he  had  reach^ 
the  vessers  destination,  and  had  been  seen 
and  spoken  with  by  those  who  knew  him ; 
but  it  was  certain  that  he  never  again  made 
his  appearancein  hisnative  land^and  wasas 
certair^ly  aceounted  as  dead  by  all  who  re- 
tained  any  interest  in  his  fate.  Unhappy 
Edgar!  how  many  times  have  I  sighed 
over  thy  way ward  destiny !  and  how  fre- 
quently,  when  my  heart  has  been  wounded 
with  })ity  for  thy  suffering  friends,  have  I 
wished  that  our  minds  had  been  more  in 
unison — that  yours  had  been  freed  from 
the  rust  by  which  it  was  enveloped,  and 
that  mine  had  not  received  so  higfa  a  po« 
lish;  tfaen  we  had  met  on  equal  terms-— 
tlien  we  might  together  have  enjoyed  hap- 
piness ;  and  I  should  not  then,  as  I  some^ 
times  fearfuUy  think»  have  been  acoessary 
ta  thy  premature  death."* 

Here  the  okl  kdy*s  feeUttgs,  in  spite 
VOL.  u.  i  of 
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of  the  years  that  had  passed  to  blunt  them, 
became  too  poignant  to  permit  her  to  pro- 
eeed  and  begging  sir  Hugh  to  excuse 
her,  Said  she  would  busy  herseif  a  little 
with  her  favourites»  as  she  saw  Love  ap- 
proaching,  with  Willey  frisking  beside  her, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  herd  quietly  fol- 
lowing.  She  then  wiped  away  a  tear  that 
stood  twinkiing  in  either  eye,  for  want  of 
power  to  roll  down  her  furrowed  cheek ; 
and  taking  her  crook-stick,  after  bidding 
farewell  to  her  guest,  she  sallied  forth  to 
assist  in  serving  the  goats  with  their  even- 
ing  meal. 

As  early  the  next  morning  as  propriety 
would  admit,  sir  Hugh  Singleton  was 
again  at  the  rocky  cabin,  so  desirous  was 
he  of  learning  the  sequel  of  the  dame's  his- 
tory  ;  §or  by  tliat  he  should  obtain  a  due 
to  the  extraordinary  love  of  retirement 
which  she  had  so  unequivocally  evinced. 
That  raen,  even  (mm  the  sage  Diogenes, 
who  dwelt  in  a^tiib,  down  to  the  present 
day,  had  frequently  secluded  themselves 

.  from 
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fi-om  sodety,  he  well  knew«  but  that  a 
weak  female  should  have  put  such  a  reso- 
lution  into  efiect,  he  oould  scarcely  have 
believed ;  and  the  &rther  she  proceeded  in 
her  tale,  the  more  ardent  he  beoame  to  solve 
the  puzzling  enigma. 
,  The  usual  salutation  having  passed  be- 
tween  them,  sir  Hugh  took  hk»  Station  op- 
posite  the  dame,  whose  countenance,  deep 
fiirrowed  by  the  iron  finger  of  time,  he 
loved  to  contemplate,  when  a  fiasii  of  its 
fbrmer  spirit  provoked  a  smile,  or  the  re- 
membrance  of  "  auld  lang  syne"  pro- 
dueed  the  sympathetic  tear.  At  such  times 
the  baronety  who  possessed  «  soul  attuned 
to  nature's  finest  feelings,  enjoyed  her  tran- 
sient  smile,  and  feit»  when  he  saw  the  pro- 
truding  tear^  as  if  by  bidding  bis  own  roll 
down,  bis  cheeks,  he  could  have  sent  hers 
back  to  their  hidden  source,  and  spared 
the  pang  which  caused  it. 

**  I  have  now,  sir  Hugh,"  she  began,  "  a 
reverse  side  of  the  picture  to  exhibit,  in 
which  perhaps  you  will  deem  me  rightly 

->  1 3  punished 


17t  KBAES  AKD  CäXES, 

fiarmbed  för  tiie  events  wbich  I  described 
in  tbe  foFmer;  buti  again  repeat^in  orderte 
exonetate  mysdf  in  that  affiur^  thak  I  Held 
öüt  no  lure^  to  entrap  poor  Edgar  Eve- 
rard — I  gave  him  no  encourageaumt^  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  I  would  everretum 
hh  unhappy  passion ;  and  had  I  been  &ted 
to  endure  pumsbment  on  that  acoount,  the 
hm  of  his  siBter's  confid^ice^  witb  Übe 
oouBtenanee  of  bis  father,  was  retribotioa 
sufBcient,  as  these  were  subjects  of  una« 
batißg  soiTOW  and  regret  during  the  best 
part  of  my  existence.  But  to  proceed. 
Although  I  bave  said  that  I  fbund  it  im- 
possible  to  bettow  my  affections  upon  the 
iU-fated  youth  in  question^  I  did  not  ae« 
knpwledge  that  my  heart  was  fbrmed  of 
adamant.  No;  Heaven  knows  it  wiis  a 
compcHind  of  all  my  sex^s  softness,  and 
waited  only  to  meet  its  kindred  one  to  re-^ 
eeive  an  indelible  im^H-ession. 
^  Ih  the  same  neighbourbood  in  wfaich 

dweh  my  aunt»  dwdt  alao  a  Mr.  L >  a 

geMleman  of  gaod  family  and  independ«» 

ent 
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ent  fertune.  HaYii%  for  aomd  yeits  buii^ 
ed  boüi  his  &tber  and  mother,  be,  with  a 
Single  sister,  üontinued'  to  inhabit  tfae  fa-^ 
mily  mansion»  and  to  keep  up  the  same 
ordw  of  domestic  arrangement  which  had 
be^  practised  during  their  Joint  tivethr 
With  this  young  lady  my  attnt  TTas  upcm 
visiting  terms  when  I  became  her  inmat^ 
and  with  whom,  in  consequepce»  I  ali» 
formed  an-  aoquaintance''-;/ri^9ii2^At|7,  acv 
copding  to  my  aoteptation  of  the  wofd^ 
änd  I  had  patted,  beyond  tl^power  of  any 
casual  connexi(^  to  recaU^  ac^pamn&mce^ 
therefore,  was  the  only  term  by  which  I 
acknowledge  the  intimacy  subabting  be- 
tween  tliis  lady  and  myself.  During  the 
frequent  Visits  which  took  place  inour  cir^ 
de,  I  was  in  the  constant  habit  of  nieeting 
L  ;  and  although  perhaps  he  did  not 
possess  that  degree  of  personal  beauty  usu* 
ally  ascribed  to  a  hero  of  romanoe^  that  to 
me,  who  ever  thought  beauty  in  a  man 
his  least  attraction,  was  of  no  consideraticHr ; 
it  was  the  superior  qualities  of  the  mind^ 

1 3  alone- 
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alone  that  I  r^arded,  and  thoae  he  was 
allowed  to  possess  in  an  eminent  Aegree^ 
It  was  therefore  not  long  before  a  sympä- 
tlietic  cordcm»  a  diseovery  of  that  which 
each  approved  in  the  other,  appeared  to 
draw  US  insensibly  together,  and  eaosed  uä 
to  unite  in  ourseWes  that  peculiar  charm  in 
conversation  which  we  in  vain  sought  to 
discover  elsewhere.  The  same  tastes,  the 
same  sentiments,  and  the  same  opinimis, 
constantly  giiided  both — both  eqaally  atv 
tached  to  reading,  and  both  enthusiastie 
admirers  of  Nature  in  all  her  forms ;  whe- 
ther  she  was  clothed  in  summer  bloom,  ör 
put  on  the  wild  and  gloomy  terrors  of  the 
winter  storm,  to  us  she  was  equally  the 
object  of  our  fondest  eontemplations ;  and 
whether  to  search  for  her  hidden  treasurrs 
in  their  deepest  conoealment»  or  study  the 
widely-expanded  flower  under  our  feet, 
provided  we  could  communicate  our  re- 
spective  ideas  on  the  subject  by  which  we 
were  engrpssed,  afforded  us  alike  inefl^Me 
satisßiction. 

"  Could 
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"  Could  it  be  in  the  ^nature  of  things» 
think  you,  sir  Hugh,  for  two  people  thiis 
gifled  with  minds  so  congenial,  and  who 
were  in  the  constant  habits  of  associating 
with  each  other,  to  prevent  the  passion 
first  grafted  upon  approbation,  from  grow- 
ing  into  esteem,  and  thence  ripening  into 
love ;  and  this  independently  of  any  per- 
sonal attraction  which  might  have  aeted 
as  an  auxiliary  in  the  cause  ?     But  though 

I  previously  hinted  that  L could  not, 

on  account  of  his  features,  be  called  aa 
Adonis,  norin  his  figure  have  rivalied  tbe 
Apollo  Belvidere,  yet  he  possessed  an  intel- 
ligent countenance,  with  eyes  highly  ex- 
pressive  of  that  sensibility  which  reigned 
within,  a  person  of  graceful  demeanour, 
and  a  suavity  of  manner  which  reigned 
conspicuous  in  every  action.  Thus,  while 
the  natural  disposition  of  Edgar  Everard 
and  my  own,  like  oil  and  water^  could  ne- 

ver  assimilate,  that  of  L seemed  go- 

vemed  by  some  acti  ve  principle,  some  mag- 
netic  influence,   which  secretly  impelled 

1 4  him 
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him  towanb  me^and  seairely  nvtitedmy 

"  To  ^pAre  you,  bowever,  the  recital  of 
an  cid  womaB's  love  tale,  three  parts  of  a 
iientury  ^ck,  I  will  only  say  that  time, 
iiKtead  cf  exhausting,  appeared  only  to 
fitrengthoi  Üie  attachment  we  evinced  to- 
wards  eadi  other,  v/hilst  he  pointed  to  a 
perspectiye  of  bappiuess,  whicli  could  end 
but  with  our  lives.  Reposing  on  tliis  idea,  I 
gave  bim  my  whole  heart — a  heart  replete 
with  every  domestic  and  maternal  affection 
•— one  tliat  would  have  imolated  itself  for 
bis  bwefit — one  that  could  have  doted  on 
bis  children — one  that  could  have — But  I 
rave ;  and  even  at  this  distant  period,  wben 
all  are  swept  away,I  seem  to  have  forgotten 
that  hoe's  eventful  fever  ought  not  to  in- 
flate  these  dried  cnd  whithered  veins ! 

**  Well,  sir,  tl>e  acquaintance  between 

this  gentlemanand  inysdf  glided  smoothly 

xm  ;  aad  altbough  I  believed  myself  suffi- 

^«»tly  clear-sigbted  to  have  read  bis  in- 

mo3t  aca^K  y^t  boodwinked  by  my  a£fec- 

tion 
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tion  for  the  traitor»  I  suffeied  the  prt* 
dominant  pässioti  in  Int  bcMiQin  to^  eaeape* 
mj  ¥iöw.    The  passion  to  which  I  aUttde 
was  Avarice,  Vüe  Ju^ff !  with  wpinkled  vi-- 
sage,  and  extended  dawi»  ready  to  graip' 
whi^t  she  ean  neva-enjoy;  to  her  I  owe  the 
cataaferopbe  of  my  life»  and  to  avoid  her 
yotaries,  have  waated  a  long  existenee  ini 
solitiide  and  seeluaion«    But  to  re$uitie 
ndy  subjeot    I  bave  already  informed  you 
that  my  sphece  in  life  wai  oomparati^^ 
hurable ;  eonsequently  ndther  my  fami^ 
nor  fortune  were  upon  a  par  with  those  öf 
Lr-^ — ;  but  where  an  attachment  firm  as: 
GUTS  was  supposed  to  esitt,  who  woüid> 
question  such  minor  oomaderatibUs  ?    Not 
/,  had  the  advantages  of  wealth  rested  on 
my  fiide;  andthus  thinking».  oöold  I  hate 
imagined-  such  meanness  on  his  ?    But  I. 
was  mistaken.    As  the  time  approached 
m  whi^  (Mir  nuptials  were  to  have  beeni 
acdemnized,  with  a  presentiment  of  horror,». 
I  obsewed  tliat  he  becane  iardy  in  his: 
-«isil^  abaant  ki  ecwiversatlont.  didl  iil  Ms; 

i5.  attentiona». 
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•attentions,  and  at  tiines  apfMunmtly  lost  in 
such  total  abstraction,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible  for  me  not  to  have  remarked  so  visi- 
Ue  a  change-— a  change  whieh  stnick  di^- 
gers  to  my  heart,  and  of  whicfa,  tbough  I 
demanded  the  cause»  I  never  complained. 

"  A  few  incoherent  excuses^  expressing 
sorrow  fbr  his  conduct,  which  you  men» 
sir  Hugh,  know  so  well  how  to  invent  l^ 

'  way  of  palliatives,  when,  by  your  wiles, 
you  may  have  ruined  the  peace,  or  perhaps 

'  endangered  the  very  existence,  of  a  con* 
fiding  female,  with  as  many  additional 
words,  muttered  in  a  low  tone,  regarding 
the  additional  expences  incurred  in  a  mar- 
riage  State,  were  all  that  hollow  Struck 
upon  my  ear ;  and  at  onee  the  whole  my s- 
tery  of  b^iaviour  so  extraordinary  was  dis* 
covered. 

^*  And  could  the  man  whom  I,  by  deem- 
ing  faultless,  had  almost  worshipped,  con- 
duct  himself  in  a  manner  so  base  as  this? 
—could  a  mind,  which  I  had  believed  so 

•  noble,  so  enlightened,  harbour  so  grovelling 

asenti- 
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a  sentiment  as  the  one  which  he  had,  the 
preceding  moment,to  my  astonished  senses, 
displayed  ?  were  questions  that  would  in- 
trude,  when  conviction  boldly  answered 
he  was  that  man  ;  while  it  also  convinced 
me  that  his  mind  was  not  the  exalted  one 
I  took  it  for :  hence  the  ligament  which 
had  hitherto  so  firmly  bound  us  together^ 
was  now  for  ever  snapped  asunder. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

**  From  this  dark  hour,"  continued  the 
dame»  as  she  proceeded  in  her  relation, 
while  the  attentive  sir  Hugh  remained  an 
iintired  auditor,  "  which  shed  it»baleful  in- 
fluence  over  ray  dancing  expectations,  and 
crushed  them  altogetherjtiiever  again  saw 

L ;  he  was  no  longer  in  my  eyes  the 

perfectbeing  that  I  had  delighted  tofancy; 
the  outside  of  the  fruit  might  still  wear  a 
tempting  aspect,  but  I  had  discovered^a 

1 6  canker 
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eanker  within^  which  was  gnawm^  tt  the 
eore,  rendering  it  Icu^hsome,  and  of  nofar- 
ther  value» 

^*  Here  then  was  another  diaam  in  the 
path  of  existence — a  cha$m  whose  gi^ing 
fissure  was  not  likely  to  be  closed  so  so(»i 
as  the  former  might  have  b^n  ;  for  how- 
eva"  tough  ene^  may  find  the  links  in  the 
chain  of  frtendship,  the  adamantine  fblds  of 
love  are  still  harder  to  sever,  and  when  once 
divided,.  never  again  unite. 

"  To  remahi  in  a  country  where  every 
Step  I  took^  every  scene  I  visited,  served 
only  as  a  memento  to  remind  me  of  the 
'happinessl  had lost»  was impossible ;  wish- 
ing  tberefore  to  be  *^wide  aS  the  poles. 
asunder'  fk>m  one  who  bad  rendered  these 
scenesthus  bateful  tso  me,  I  quitted  my  re- 
lative^ and  went  to  reside  with  a  cousin  on 
nay  mother's  side»  who  dwelt:  in  a  far  distant 
county.  Biit  thiis  to  sever,  thus  to-  part 
witb  a  kindred  soul,.  wiiose  thoughts, 
w^rds,.  and  aotions,  seemed  but  the  coun- 
l0»^actQ£  vckj.  own,  cost  me  d^u*;  yet  I 

wrvived^ 


TEARfi  A'SD  CAREB.  181 

8urvivGd  it — siirvived  to  linger  masy  a 
tedious  year  the  shuttleoock  of  wiwt  is 
termed  genteel  sodety,  before  I  quitted  it» 
and  by  so  doing»  regatned  my  peace. 

**  You>  air  Hugh»  who  stand  too  high  in 
the  estimate  of  fashionable  life  for  the  pal- 
try  fldiafts  of  malignity,  hurled  from  nar- 
row  minds,  to  readb,  must  be  incapable  of 
appreciatiug  the  heart-wounding  irritation 
ereated  by  their  venomous  touch.  To  Uüs 
species  of  torment  I  was^  aks !  but  too  sen- 
sible for  my  own  repose ;  and  to  the  alrea- 
dy-lacerated  heart  I  had  but  too  frequent- 
ly  cause  to  add  the  mortifying  humiliation 
of  the  mind. 

'^  The  relative  with  whom  I  had  a  se- 
eond  time  taken  up  my  abode»  received 
me  rather  on  account  of  my  appearanoe,, 
and  reputed  accomplishments,  than  fpr 
any  affeetion  that  might  he  supposed  ta 
exist  between  ut  on  aceount  of  our  con- 
sanguinity.  It  had  hitlierto  beeii  the  stu- 
dy of  her  Ufe  to  obtain  a  place  among^t 
wbafc  was  calktd  the  first  sodety  in  the 

place 
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.  place  where  she  resided,  and  to  have  opeiv 
ed  her  doors  to  reeeive  one  who  might  hav^ 
disgraced  her  in  this  point,  however  near 
or  dear  the  connexion,  wotild  have  been 
impossible.  Delighted,  therefore,  wben 
she  found  that  my  manners  and  conversa- 
tion  might  rather  be  regarded  as  auxilia* 
ries  towards  her  obtaining  a  firmer  foot- 
ing  in  these  coveted  Societies,  than  re- 
tarding  her  fix)m  them,  without  mercy 
was  I  constantly  dragged  into  her  cote- 
ries,  when,  proud  of  exhibiting  her  accom^ 
plished  young  friend,  she  took  care  that 
I  should  not  hide  my  talents  under  a 
busheU  by  assuring  one  person  that  I  un- 
derstood  tbis,  and  another  that,  tili  I  was 
sbortly  distinguished  by  the  appellation  of 
the  learned  lady ;  and  as  such,  instead  of 
maintaining  my  place,  as  a  quiet,  unobtru- 
sive  member  of  society,  which  was  my 
only  wish,  I  was  violently  dragged  forth, 
and  exhibited  to  public  view,  with  all  my 
talents  in  terrorem  hung  round  about  me. 
"•  This^  as  might  be  expected,  was  soon 

the 
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the  cause  of  frightening  from  me  all-  tlie 
timid  of  my  own  sex,  and  tbe  truly  sensi- 
ble of  the  other ;  for  however  a  highly-ta- 
lented  man  may  prefer  a  woman  capable 
of  maintaining  a  rational  conversation  to 
a  fool,  still  he  utterly  despises  a  pedantie 
one  ;  and  rather  than  enter  tbe  lists  with 
one  so  denominated,  he  retires  from  her  in 
di^ust  If  at  any  time»  wben  wishing  to 
fly  from  past  events  I  endeavoured  to  for- 
get  I  was  a  solitary  communer  with  my 
own  thoughts,  I  endeavoured  at  sorae  de- 
gree  of  familiarity,  by  sliding  into  conver- 
sation, in  a  few  minutes  it  would  sink 
witb  the  Observation,  if  I  cfaanced  to  disseiit 
from  an  advanced  opinion  of — *  We  are 
not  leamed  enough  to  cope  with  you  in  an 
argumenta*  wben  all  would  become  silent ; 
or  whenever  I  happened  to  be  addressed  by 
any  crf*this  good  lady's  friends,  it  was  gene- 
rally  with  the  prelude  of— •*  Pray,.  ma'am». 
you  that  know  every  thing^  can  you  teil  us 
so  and  so?*  while  a  satirical  leer,  or  a  sly 
touch  of  the  elbow,  accompanied  tbe  ques- 
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tkm.  This  oonvinced  me  that  I  was  only^ 
held  up  as  an  oh^ect  of  ridicule  and  dis- 
gurt»  for  posBessing  airs  which  they  them- 
selves  falsely  attributed  to  my  Charge,. 
You  will  perhaps  say  that  it  required  no 
great  efibrt  on  my  part  to  convihce  tbese 
good  people,  that  if  my  niind  was  in  a 
higher  State  of  cultivation  than  those  of 
ihe  generality  of  my  sex,  I  bad  no  desire^ 
to  blazon  it  abroad»  and  could  have  been 
content  to  have  substituted  their  common 
chit-chat  for  solid  reasoning,  and  have 
smiled  at  it  kito  the  bargain,  provided  it 
bad  been  attended  with  ease  and  good-hu- 
mour.  True,  I  answer;  but  wherefore 
take  that  trouble?  The  double  springsof 
loi;^  and  ßiendship,  which  had  hitherto 
,  supported  my  buoyant  prospects,  were 
snapped  asmnder,  and  with  thetn  fled  my 
natural  enepgies.  Of  what  consequenee  to 
me  now  was  the  opinion  of  these  people  ? 
I  did  not  intend  to  draw  upon  them  for 
happinqss  originating  in  sisterly  affection, 
l^noart-touching;  eadearments»  and  unwea- 

nedi 
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ried  attentions — aitides  in  which  they  were 
banknipts ;  they  mi^t  indeed  bttveafSird- 
ed  me  the  shadow  of  these  blessings,  but 
having  once  enjoyed  the  substanoe,  it  was 
not  easy  to  Substitute  so  flimsy  an  apology. 
But  this  was  not  the  only  way  in  which 
iny  amour-propre  was  destined  to  be 
wounded,  and  I  was  soon  convinced  faow 
meanly  the  narrowmind,  oontemning  those 
aoquirements  it  cannot  reach,  will  stoop  to 
worship  the  adventitioas  gifta  of  fbrtune 
--^gifts  which  they  all  hope  to  obtain,  and 
which,  though  even  in  the  po^session  of 
another,  holds  out  an  irresistible  charm  to 
Iure  these  sons  of  Mammon  to  their  glit- 
tering  Standard.  Yet,  after  the  painftil 
conviction  I  had  cmce  experienced  of  the 
power  of  riches  over  the  human  mind, 
could  I  long  regard  the  pointed  neglect-^ 
the  haughty  frown^ — the  supercilious  sneer^ 
of  the  gaudy  ephemera  oi  a  day,  as  a 
source  of  evil?  No;  their  buz  passed 
harmless,  and  their  sting  was  impotent ; 
I  feit  them  not;  could  the  blast^  oak, 

already 
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already  riveti  by  the  lightning's  tremeH' 
dous  flash»  remain  penetrable  to  the  casual 
eflfects  of  the  patteiing  hail  storm  ? 

'^Thus  situated,  a  cheerless  existenoe 
was  all  that  now  remained  to  meet  the 
Coming  yeais  which  Providence  allotted 
me;  and  in  their  course,  deprived  of  all  my 
natural  ties — ^holding  no  rank  or  near  affi* 
nity  with  any  one  in  the  scale  of  ereated 
beings — ^the  tenderest  and  best  affections 
of  my  youthful  heart  thrown  back  up<Mi 
my  hands,  at  a  period  when  I  feit  how  en- 
dearing  the  title  oficife^  how  rapturoFos  the 
appellation  of  nudhery  would  have  been  to 
my  soul ! — ^what,  I  say,  had  I  to  do  with 
the  buffettings  of  a  eontumelious  world  ?-=- 
of  what  value  were  the  smiles  of  the  great 
to  nie,orof  what  consequence  theirfrowns? 
Alike  I  disregarded  both ;  and  to  quit  a 
Society  in  which  I  claimed  no  place,  n'as 
now  my  sole  concem.  Dividing  there- 
fore  the  little  property  I  had  hitherto  pos- 
sessed,  so  insiifficient  to  procure  me  hap- 
piness^  amongst  the  few  from  whom  I  had 

casually 
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casüally  received  some  acts  öf  kindness^  I 
retired,  poor  and  almost  painyless,  to 
avoid  the  being  again  drawn  into  thevor« 
tex  from  which  I  had  determined,  to  es- 
cape,  to  a  spot  not  far  distant  from  mj  pre- 
sent  habitation ;  where,  surrounded  hy 
rnany  of  the  dearest  objects  in  natura,  I 
leamed  more  fuUy  to  appredate  her  boun^*- 
ties,  which  never  failed  to  draw  fbrth  the 
wärmest  effusions  of  my  beart ;  arid  bere, 
with  her  aid,  and  .the  labour  of  my  hands, 
I  have  contrived,  for  many  years,  to  pro- 
.eure  all  I  wanted  in  this  life---a  subsist- 
ence. 

*^  Still,  so  unstable  is  every  thing  in  this 
World,  that  even  this  solitude,  so  warmly 
courted,  and  so  pertinaciously  adhered  to, 
I  found,  after  a  lapse  of  a  few  years,  was 
no  protection  against  the  malevolence  of 
my  own  species.  When  Time,  in  bis 
flight,  had  scattered  snows  over  my  tem- 
ples,  and  traced  with  bis  leadeiy  finger  some 
x)f  the  furrows  that  indent  roy  cheeks, 
the  peace  I  was  beginning  to  enjoy  was 

again 


1S8  ntA&S  AHB  GAlXflL 

agaifi  ruffled  by  the  inquisitiVeness  of  tiiMe 
who  pretend  to  measum  the  happinegB  of 
cthen  by  theirown  stsndsffd.  Many  pfe* 
samed  to  wonder  how  I  oould  live  in  such 
«1  out-ro£>the  way  place ;  whibt  otfaers  aet 
themsdves  to  guess  how  I  could  contriTe 
to  live  at  all  without  any  apparent  meaiu, 
save  the  work  of  ray  own  hands,  and  the 
prodttce  of  my  goats.?  Alas  !  they  littie 
knew  how  small  a  quantity  of  nntriment 
servet  to  support  nature,  or  in  how  tmail 
an  estimatkm  the  luxuties  of  the  faody 
were  hdd  by  such  a  dispcsition  as  mine. 
All  I  had  ever  panted  for  in  this  life  had 
been  the  possessiön  o£  a  kindred  soul,  and 
I  found  it»  but  so  encrusted  with  the  dark 
coat  of  avarice,  that  its  concealed  lustre 
eould  no  longer  shine  for  me,  and  losing 
that,  all  minor  gratifications  became  ex- 
tinct. 

^  From  my  casually  benefitting  the  poor 
people  who  came  within  my  vortex,  either 
to  ask  advice,  to  complain  of  sickness,  or 
to  rela^  their  domestic  disputes^  with  the 

simple 


F£AB8  AVD  CABE8.  IS9 

i^ple  mrgum^ts»  or  sach  asastanee  as 
came  within  my  power^  some  of  tkem  were 
so  weak  as  to  attribnte  the  effects  wbich 
sometimes  fbllowed  to  supernatural  means; 
and  as  the  generalitj  of  the  people  in  Ijiis 
part  of  the  country  are  both  creduloua  and 
superstitious,  I  began»  acoording  to  tbese 
surmises,  to  be  regarded  with  an  evU  eye ; 
and  if  at  any  tiine  I  made  an  attemiit  ta 
Step  over  the  tbreshold  of  .  neighhZng 
Gottage,  the  infallible  guard  agamst  witch« 
craft*— a  horseshoe^  nailed  across,  would 
riae  up  to  bar  my  entrance ;  or  if  onoe  in, 
and  I  was  invited  to  sit  down,  half  a  down 
pins  would  instantly  warn  me  that  tiie 
same  precauticMia  had  been  taken  with  the 
seat  as  with  the  threshold.  Disgusted  aa^ 
much  by  their  ingratitude  as  by  their  ig- 
norance^i  I  determined  at  once  to  qiüt  ere«* 
ry  vestige  of  society,  and  by  luujing  my^ 
seif  in  this  nook»  and  at  the  same  Ijiine 
isarefullyavoiding  all  inteneourse  witb  vaip 
feHow-faeuigs,  enjoy  that  rapose  I  had  ad^ 
long  and  so  eamestly  coveted. 

«In 


192  FEABS  AKD  CAX28. 

upon  oür  heart»  atid  then  ank  to  eteitast« 
ing  night,  I  perceived  my  messenger  de- 
soendingthe  narrow  sheepwalk  that  wound 
along  the  side  of  the  ravine,  and  bearing  « 
mudi  larger  bündle  in  bis  arips  than  he 
couM'bave  coUected  on  my  account  He 
was  not  long  in  reaching  the  spot  where  I 
was  sitting,  when,  apparently  somewfaat 
fatigued  with  his  walk,  he  made  a  halt» 
and,  without  uttering  a  syllable,  deposited 
hisburtheninmyarma.  Surprised  at  so  un- 
usual  a  drcumstance  in  the  conduct  of  Per« 
ryn,  whom  I  had  ever  considered,  thoogh 
a  faithful  creature^  as  little  more  than  an 
automaton,  I  proceeded  to  examine  the 
Contents  of  the  mysterious  mass  in  my 
possesfiion,  when,  on  opening  the  outside 
Cover»  which  consisted  of  a  kind  of  cid 
cbak»  I  discovered  a  lovely  sleeping  che- 
rub  ccmcealed  wilhin ;  in  short,  my  own 
JLoWt  whom  yott  now  behold  an  inhabi- 
tant  of  my  poor  dwelling,  sir  Hugh,  and 
the  sole  companion  of  my  extreme  old  age 
and  dieary  aolitude. 

*•  Whether 


•*  Whetber  at  this  juncture  my  heait 
was  not  become  so  callous  to  the  teqdiv 
feelings  of  natore  as  I  bad  imagined  it,  w 
whetber  the  claima  of  in&nt  innooe^ce 
were  more  powerfUUy  attractive  than  aoj 
iimig  wbkh  I  bad  for  years  met  with  tD 
call  tbose  fedings  fortb^  I  know.  not;  but 
this  muoh  is  certain,  that  I  feit  I  oould  Bot 
re&tae  the  protection  arid  care  wbidi  Pei^ 
tyn  aolicited  for  this  unfwtunate  cluJd; 
and  when  he  spoke  of  her  having  been  he» 
reayed  of  her  natuml  protectors — of  hat 
verj  existence  being  endangered  by  some 
mercenariesr— of  the  neoessity  of  coneeal* 
ment,  with  other  et-cetera,  my  heart  ex- 
panded ;  I  clasped  the  infant  to  my  bo- 
som,  whilst  I  inwardly  vowcd  to  afford 
h^all  the  protection  and  comfixt  in.my 
power  to  bestow.  The  resolution  so  sud^ 
denly  given  birth  to,  I  had  never  reason  to 
recaU.  This  darUng  girl  has  eaten  of  my 
braad,  drank  of  my  cup,  and  been  unto  me 
as  a  daughter,  while  she  has  grown  up  tiie 
salace  and  sweet^aer  of  my  existence ;  and 
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the  love  I  now  feel  for  this  innocent  child 
again  draws  me  back  to  life,  and  makes 
me  loth,  even  at  this  advanced  period,  to 
conclude  my  earthly  pilgrimage.  Of  her 
history  I  know  nothing ;  it  was  suf&cient 
for  me  that  she  was  unfortunate,  and  de- 
manded  the  concealment  implied  by  Per- 
ryn ;  and  I  was  never  even  familiär  with 
her  name ;  the  only  appellation  by  whicli 
I  have  ever  distinguished  her,  sprung  fix>m 
my  heart  the  moment  I  beheld  her,  and 
that  love  with  which  I  baptized  her,  flow- 
ed  from  a  fountain  whose  souree  will  re- 
main  pure  and  unruffled  during  life. 

*^  In  security,  and  in  the  same  angehe 
purity  with  which  I  first  received  her,  has 
she  been  reared.  Perfectly  the  child  of 
nature,  her  mind  and  body  have  expanded 
free  from  all  restraint,  and  as  perfectly 
without  a  blemish.  No  uiinecessary  con- 
finement  has  ever  warped  the  regularity  of 
her  limbs;  nor  have  the  refinements  of  art 
ever  curtailed  one  of  the  numerous  flowing 
ringlets  with  which  nature  has  gifted  her. 

Her 
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Her  intelligent  mind  has  also  taken  nature 
for  its  bias;  she  has  seen  the  seasons  sucoeed 
eaeh  other  as  they  change — the  flowers 
bloom  and  die — the  birds  around  her  rear 
their  young,  while  they  pour  their  song  of 
gratitude  to  the  great  Creator  of  all  for  his 
benefits ;  and  by  these  means  she  has  been 
aceustomed  to  judge  of  effects  as  they  arise 
from  natural  causes,  and  at  the  same  time' 
to  account  for  many  a  phenomenon  which 
might  puzzle  wiser  people.     As  for  edu^ 
catioriy  such  as  it  is  denominated  by  the 
World  at  the  present  day,  I  have  given  her 
none ;  all  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  teaeh 
her,  in  order  to  eluddate  her  Bible,  is  the 
existence  of  an  all-wise  Being,  whose  su- 
preme  providence  watcheth  over  the  wel- 
fare,  and  oontinues  to  proteet  the  innocent 
orphan ;  and  that  to  adore  him,  and  walk 
carefuUy  in  his  ways,  will  not  only  ensure 
her  welfare  in  this  life,  but  secure  her  eter- 
nal  happiness  in  one  to  come.'* 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


I 


Sir.  Hugh  perceiving  the  da 
IffDught  her  täle  to  a  concluskni, 
wishing  to  fatigue  her  further  by 
cümments  ar  soliclting  questiont 
tbank  her  and  take  his  leave ;  a) 
slpwly  continued  his  way  to  the  c 
traced  in  his  own  mind  the  singulai 
to  which  he  had  just  been  listenin^ 
fefttaie  should  possess  sufflcient 
of  mind,  from  whatever  cause  : 
originate,  to  endnre  such  self-den 
that  at  an  early  period  of  life,  he 
unprecedented ;  and  he  could  ] 
drawing  a  conclusion  from  what 
uttered  in  regard  to  education.— 
female,"  he  argued,  "  had  dated 
from  its  source,  at  a  much  earlit 
of  the  age,  how  many  hundred 
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same  sex  migbt  at  tbe  present  day  be  in«* 
cluded  in  the  same  disaster!  and  more 
espec^dUy,  when  the  rage  fbr  learning  mid 
aocomplishnients  was  indiscriminatd^ 
spreading  from  tbe  metropoHs  to  tbe  re-* 
motest  vilk^es,  and  wben  tbe  young  la- 
dies  c£  tbe  cbadty  scbools  could  eqmdly 
boast  öf  tbek  g&oem^ses  «id  tbek  attain^ 
ments  witb  tbose  wbo  ödntnbuted  Ich 
wards  their  eduoafion.  Times,''  be  reflected, 
«^  were  miserably  cbanged,  sinee  tbe  peasanfc 
and  the  bu<mble  mechanie  would  take  bis 
femily  decently  to  cburch ;  wkegpe,  attentive 
to  the  Service,  be  would,  by  etideavouring 
to  makeit  bis  guide  fortbeensuing  weefc, 
get  cbeerfuUy  tiirougb  bis  labour ;  wboreäs 
noW  tbe  same  class  of  peöple,  from  receiv- 
ing  wbat  they  call  ati  education,  &mey 
they  can  read  as  well  as  their  pastor ;  and 
instead  of  attending  to  tbe  trutbs  whioh 
fall  from  bis  tongue,  and  valuing  tbem  ^ 
sacred,  bave  no  otber  motive  for  ^ilering 
tbe  bouse  of  prayer,  than  tß  mticiBe  1^ 
preaching,  cavil  at  hu  doctrine,  aUd  s^t  M^ 

K  3  Order 
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Order  and  decency  at  defiance.  Nor  will 
the  evil  of  general  instruction,*'  he  mentally 
argued,  **  which  is  so  rapidly  gaining 
ground^  stop  here.  Human  nature  is  al- 
ways  aspirini?,  and  will  any  one  conde- 

menial  condition»  when  he  can  boast  an 
equal  portion  of  Instruction  with  his  em- 
ployer  ?— certainly  not — hewould  rather, 
on  the  contrary,  be  induced  to  say — *  I 
look  upon  myself  to  be  as  clever  as  they, 
my  mind  has  been  as  well  cultivated,  and 
why  should  I  not  hold  the  same  place  in 
sodety  ?*  Hence  arises  the  spirit  of  what 
this  class  of  people  call  reform,  and  hence 
that  discontent  which  they  feel  in  regard 
to  the  Situation  in  which  Providence  has 
placed  them-  No !"  he  exclaimed ;  "  since 
it  is  decreed  that  man  must  earn  his  bread 
by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  the  labour  of  the 
hands  must  be  required;  the  old  dame 
therefore  is  right,  and  the  plan  of  indiscri- 
minate  educatixm  can  never  benefit  the 
population  of  any  kingdom." 

Still 
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Still  ruminating  on  the  subject  with 
which  the  dame's  history  had  occupied  his 
mind,  sir  Hugh  Singleton,  as  he  proceeded 
onwards,  was  totally  inattentive  to  a  little 
figure,  who,  with  a  pair  of  white  feet  peep- 
ing  from  beneath  a  long  brown  doak  that 
nearly  enveloped  the  rest  of  her  person,  in 
the  sweetest  voice  imaginable,  bade  him 
"  good-night !" 

The  forms  and  usages  of  the  world  were 
alike  unknown  to  Love,  for  it  was  she 
who  had  been  climbing  the  rocks  in  pur- 
suit  of  her  goats  when  she  passed  the  ba- 
ronet;  but  the  cordial  good-night  she  had 
often  heard  received  and  given  between 
bim  and  her  dame,  and  had  even  been  a 
sharer  of  it  herseif — to  have  passed  him 
therefore  without  this  fiiendly  salutation, 
would  have  been  a  solecism  in  the  kind  of 
interest  which,  she  scarcely  knew  how, 
had  been  established  between  them. 

Never  had  the  little  mountaineer  looked 
half  so  interesting  in  the  eyes  of  sir  Hugh 
as  at  this  moment.     Her  exceeding  love- 

K  4  liness, 
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finees,  cootrasted  witfa  hBrIlomriy  appwel, 
wamed  him  wbat  she  bad  to  expeet,  if 
left  in  an  unprotected  State,  wheo  Iwr 
patronesB  ahouM  be  caUed  away.  Betkte, 
tibfcre  was  an  indefimte  sotnetbing  ia . 
ömintenance,  as  she  rtised  H  smiHng 
wards  kirn,  tbat  cangbt  bis  view  and  Struck 
upon  bis  beait.  It  was  a  look  tbat  de- 
manded  bis  pity»  a  look  of  sensibility,  tkat 
bespoke  her  bom  to  syropathis^e  witii  ber 
feUow-creatures,  from  wbom  sfbe  ked  beM 
80  long  seeluded — a  look  tbat  made  tkt 
Hugb  Singleton,  in  bis  own  mind,  vow 
never  to  neglect  or  fbrsake  tbe  being  who 
gaveit  Pressing  her  tiny  hasd,  wbkfc 
ahe  innocenüy  ofiered,  be  retumed  ber 
salntation,  and  •*  good-nigbt"  never  flow^ 
more  cordially  from  bis  tongne  tban  it  did 
as  be  tumed  into  tbe  path  wbidi  ted  to  tbe 
Castle,  whilst  Love  continued  to  scale  tbe 
precipice  in  search  of  ber  lost  favöimteft. 

Tbe  time  wbicb  sir  Hugb  intended 
passing  at  Ap-Howel  Castle  bad  been  letig 
expired ;  but  as  be  did  indude  tbe  disco- 

very 
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vßry  of  Frederick  in  täie  allotted  peiii^d, 
he  iiad  be^i  induced  to  extend  it  on  his 
acGoünt :  there  being  however  now  no 
£ui;her  itiducement  for  utaying^  he  h0ä 
fixed  the  time  for  retuming  to  tbe  Vdib, 
atid  preparations  weremakitigaeeordinglj^. 

Again  to  behold  the  scenes  of  bis  ear- 
liest  dhildhood  afforded  infinite  satis&b- 
tioti  to  Frederick :  in  idea  he  was  abeady 
eml»adng  every  living  object  that  v^as 
dear  to  hiiti,  and  measuring  with  his  eye 
every  local  c»ie ;  but  as  there  is  no  plea- 
sure  without  alloy^  so  the  quitting  die 
two  dear  inmates  of  the  cabin  outweighed 
the  delight  he  would  otherwise  have  ex- 
perienced. 

Even  sir  Hugh  himself  feit  a  pang  bf 
regret  stealing  upon  his  heart» ,  whafi  he 
reflected  that  he  must  part  from  this  Sin- 
gular being,  who  had,  by  imparting  h^r 
tmifidence,  her  rational  eonversatirä^  and 
her  matemal  care  of  the  children,  which 
bespoke  her  goodness  of  h^ut,  howdver  it 
iftlght  have  been  warped  by  adverse  cir- 

K  5  cumstances^ 
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cumstances»  won  his  esteem,  and  that  for 
ever,  as  from  her  extreme  age  he  ooukL 
scarcely  hope  to  see  her  again.  In  vain 
had  been  the  offers  of  the  worthy  baronet 
to  better  her  Situation,  she  equally  resisted 
his  offers  of  carrying  her  again  into  sodety, 
or  of  providing  her  a  more  suitable  habi- 
tation ;  alleging  that  where  the  plant  had 
so  long  continued  to  vegetate,  there  it 
should  die,  and  there  be  again  united  to 
its  parent  soil :  to  bid  farewell  then  to  his 
old  friend  was  all  that  now  remained,  and 
the  next  evening  was  fixed  upon  for  that 
purpose. 

The  philosophy  and  experience  of  ages 
are  not  wanting  to  eonvince  us  of  the  mu- 
tability  of  human  designs;  every  day,  nay 
almost  every  hour,  is  pregnant  with  events 
that  shew  the  frequent  impossibility  of 
^ving  effect  to  our  intentions;  and  that 
which  is  so  often  planned  in  the  moming, 
and  designed  to  be  executed  with  the 
greatest  dispatch,  is  completely  frustrated, 
we    scarcely    know   how,    before  night. 

Thus 
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Thus  it  happened  with  sir  Hugh  Sibgle- 
ton. 

Every  necessary  preparation  towards 
their  quitting  Castie  Ap-Howel  being 
made,  Frederick  and  bis  uncle  were  just 
setting  out  on  their  farewell  visit  to  the 
ravine,  when  they  were  surprised  by  the 
sight  of  old  Perryn  hobbling  as  fast  as 
possible  towards  them.  On  first  recog- 
nizing  him,  sir  Hugh  experienced  some- 
what  of  alarm  in  respect  to  bis  old  friend ; 
and  that  all  was  not  well  at  the  eabiii, 
immediately  rushed  upon  bis  Imagination : 
Walking  onwards  therefore  with  a  quick 
Step,  he  soon  reached  wbat  he  deemed  the 
messenger  of  evil,  who  was  indeed  come 
upon  an  errand  of  life  and  death.  Upon 
questioning  the  old  man,  they  were  quick- 
ly  informed  that  the  dame  bad  been  taken 
alarmingly  ill  the  day  before,  that  Ix>ve 
bad  explored  her  way  to  liis  cottage,  bear- 
ing  entreaties  that  he  would  instantly 
retum  with  her,  and  that  he  bad,  at  the 
eamest  instigation  of  the  dame,  aet  out  for 

K  6  Castle 
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Castle  Ap-Howel  to  miike  iiHjpitriM  ^ 
one  sir  Hugh  Singleton,  in  order  to  d^- 
nify  to  him  tibat  she  did  not  eKpect  tu  be 
long  aninbabitänt  of  this  wofkl^ttid  Willl- 
ed, if  possible,  to  aee  him  onoe  tMUßB,  mhSkt 
she  had  strength  and  reseson  left  to  ^9t|mi8 
her  desires. 

It  is  perfectiy  unnecessary  bete  to  de- 
•cribe  the  deathbed  scene  of  one,  whö, 
whatever  were  her  youthful  errors,  durilig 
more  than  half  a  Century  spent  in  solitnde 
and  relirement,  must  hare  expiated  tbem 
by  making  her  peace  with  HeaTei).  Süf- 
fice  it  to  say,  that  sir  Hugh  arrired  in 
time  to  See  "  how  a  Christian  can  die,** 
Bnd  to  receive  her  eamest  suj^eatikm 
that  he  would  extend  his  kindness  and 
•  protection  to  the  orphan  girl  she  was  about 
to  leave  bdiind  her. 

Is  it  necessary  to  repeat  to  those  of  my 
readers  who  have  travelled  thus  far  in 
Company  with  sir  Hugh  Singleton,  that 
he  promised  to  comply  with  her  request, 
or  to  say  that  after  closing  the  eyes  of  a 

being 
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being  who  appttred  to  live  only  tiU  ahe 
hfid  found  the  protedor  ske  wisbed  to  her 
|»7io(fi^^ß,  be  had  lier  deosntly  iqterred ; 
and  irfier  bequeatfaing  her  kdintatni  'with 
hs  Contents  to  old  Penyn,  «i  A  rawardfor 
fais  fidelity,  be  oonveT^d  tbe  MrrMrmg 
Looe  fiotn  tbe  aoeneof  ber ttiikat  ramam- 
brance,  to  enter  a  world  sbe  joaioeljr  y^t 
knaw  by  name,  and  to  ae&igle  witb  bsings 
reqpecting  wbom  abe  was  not  abfe  to  Ibrm 
even  a  oonjecture. 

Tlie  baronet  Bow  locdced  u^on  biaosrif 
as  beiiig  iii^hoUy  raspowible  fbr  th^  itnMm% 
of  ti)e  little  being  tbns  wondcrfiilly  «ast 
upoti  bis  piotectiiHi)  and  as  Mdi^  fae  oould 
not  qnit  tiiat  part  of  tbe  oauntry  ivitboiit 
endeavouring  to  obtain  from  Panyn^  idio 
he  understood  was  tbe  pei«c«i  that  bad 
con^ed  her  to  the  dame,  a  fartber  akid- 
dation  of  the  drcumstance.  fivt  beve.tbe 
mystery  attending  the  tranmction)  insteid 
of  being,  a3  he  expeeted,  nnrav^Ued,  gvew^ 
st31  tnoi«  intricate.    Ferryn  •  «oukl  give 
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no  other  aocount  than  that  he  had  been 
applied  to  by'a  perfect  stranger,  to  find 
some  person  who  oould  rear  up  a  child  in 
the  most  prafound  secrecy,  alleging  that 
she  had  detennined  enemies,  and  there 
were  leasons  even  to  fear  for  her  life, 
should  she  be  discovered  by  those  who 
were  inimical  to  her  welfare.  He  further 
addedy  that  believing  he  oould  prevail 
upon  the  dame  to  aid  him,  he  had  boldly 
undertaken  the  proposed  measure;  for 
which  he  had  been  aocustomed  to  receive 
a  smaU  annual  stipend,  upon  stating  the 
child  to  be  alive  and  well ;  but  fi*om  whom 
or  wb^ice  it  came,  he  knew  not,  as  the 
messenger  who  came  to  make  the  inquiry 
was  always  a  stranger,  the  same  person 
never  Coming  twice,  and  the  questions 
couched  in  such  indefinite  terms,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  person  to  compre- 
hend  more  than  was  wished  of  the  busi- 
ness.  This  was  all  that  Perryn  was  able 
to  relate  upon  the  subject ;  and  he  condud- 

ed 
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ed  with  humbly  hoping  that  no  measures 
might  be  taken  to  deprive  him  of  the  ac- 
custDmed  little  annuity. 

Finding  the  old  man  was  not  much 
more  au-fait  of  the  business  relative  to  the 
birth  and  parentage  of  this  deserted  little 
female  than  the  dame,  sir  Hugh  found 
it  in  vain  to  question  him  fiirther  upon  the 
subject;  and  after  assuring  him  that  he 
should  still  continue  to  enjoy  bis  annuity, 
a  thing  which  seemed  to  him  of  greater 
moment  than  ascertaining  to  whom  the 
ehild  belonged,  Perryn  was  very  willing 
that  Liove  should  accompany  her  new  be- 
nefactor,  when  sir  Hugh  having  nothing 
farther  to  claim  bis  attention,  bade  a  long 
and  a  lasting  adieu  to  the  rocky  cabin. 

Lady  Ap-Howel,  to  whom  the  baronet 
how  ventured  to  introduee  bis  young 
protdgäej  had  long  expressed  a  wish  to 
behold  this  child  of  NaturCy  such  as  he 
had  frequently  described  her ;  she  feit  a  de- 
sire  to  witness  in  one  so  totally  uninform- 
ed  the  first  dawnings  of  sentiment,  and  if 

it 
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bad  been  pennitted  her,  the  futiire  cxpon- 
«ion  of  har  tnind.    But  hitherto  «he  had 
not  been  aUe  to  find  an  opportonify  ßx 
Mioh  a  task,  for  to  haye  intnided  hersdf 
into  the  cabin,  without  the  pennissk»  of 
the  reduse^  she  would  have  ihougfat  a 
acietasm  in  good-breeding  eyea  towaids 
tfaifl  pocnr  creature;  and  to  have  dreamt  of 
aeparating  the  diild  finom  b^  protectreas, 
e^en  for  a  day,  was  out  of  the  questk». 
She  had  nothbig  for  it»  iherefore,  but  to 
lemaiQ  content  with  the  deseription  she 
receiyed  fix)m  others,  and  gladly  did  she 
now  reoeive  the  little  trembler,  whose  be- 
wildered  fienses  oould  scarcely  comprehend 
what  she  saw ;  and  had  not  it  been  &xr  the 
desultory  conversation  she  had  held  with 
Frederick,  respecting  the  different  people 
with  whom  he  was  connected,  she  might 
have  beheved  herseif  in  another  world. 

The  beauty  and  elegance  of  form  so 
conspicuous  in  this  deserted  little  creature, 
could  not  fall  of  striking  lady  Ap-Howel 
at  first  sight    H^  figure  she  allowed  was 

symmetry 


symmetry  itseiC  aoecoapognted  widi  a  na^ 
tnral  gracefelmM;  her  amiplesion,  das&r 
zihig  &ir,  ia  gpite  of  ita  (OOBStant'expeeure 
to  the  auD,  exoept  her  cheeks,  and  theve 
tbe  rose  and  Irly  sweetfy  Uended ;  her 
eife^bitt  kdy  Ap^Howel  prefemd  den 
aenbing  tfaat  in  the  woards  of  her  favouri/ta 
poet^  wbich  sbe  thought  best  oalcukted  to 
do  it  jttstioe. 

"Her  eye  was  Hke  the  star  of  love, 
Tbat'bHnks  ftcr09S  the  eir'ntng  don ; 

Tlie  kickfi  (bat  wirv*d  that  eye  elbove^ 

Liko  light  clouds  curling  round  the  sun  i* 

and  **  the  lips,  with  ju^  a  breathing  Kne 
between,^  were  rieh  in  pöuting  loveKness ; 
whilst  the  chin — **  but  See,"  she  exclainred, 

*^  The  teal  Lova^s  dimpling  fiiiger  hatli  isapreiit'd» 
DeQotcß  hoiv  soft  that  skin  which  bears  hU  toach/' 

I  th^tfore  need  no  fiirther  desa^tien  <if 
such  an  iiearenly  assemUage  of  &itom. 
Can  übe  naind/'  she  continued^  ^^  whidh  it 
«ted  to  aooomp«ny  a  countenanoe  lili» 
tfais,  temaui  a  blank,  content  oi^  to  milk 

the 
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the  goats,  or  tum  the  drowsy  spmning« 
wheel  ?  No !  Nature  never  cast  a  fonn  in 
so  fine  a  mould^  and  then  marred  her  Per- 
formance, by  stamping  it  with  the  biand 
of  idiotcy ;  let  it  henceforth  be  my  caie, 
by  rubbing  the  rust  from  this  ooncealed 
jewel,  to  make  it  sparkle  with  its  natural 
light  and  brilliancy  !  Brother !"  address- 
ing  sir  Hugh^  "  will  you  eonfide  your 
protig^e  to  my  care  ?  it  will  not  only  af- 
ford  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  lead  this 
little  creature  from  the  dense  atmosphere 
by  which  she  is  surrounded,  to  one  en- 
lightened  by  the  rays  of  instruction»  but 
it  will  also  be  an  act  of  charity  to  giveme 
so  eligible  an  employment." 

This  was  exactly  the  point  to  which 
sir  Hugh  had  wished  to  bring  lady  Ap- 
Howel ;  for  in  no  Situation  could  he  have 
placed  the  interesting  girl  with  half  the 
satisfaction  to  himself,  as  with  her  lady- 
ship.  Delighted  therefore  to  see  all  the 
best  feelings  of  her  heart  called  forth,  and 
to  hear  her  give  those  feelings  vent  in 

language 
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language  which  assured  him,  that  in  her 
his  young  favourite  would  indeed  find  a 
protectress  equal  in  kindness  to  the  one 
she  had  lost,  left  him  no  time  for  hesita- 
tion ;  and  he  instantly  aiäsured  his  warm- 
hearted  sister,  that  he  could  not  more  glad- 
ly  have  complied  with  any  request  she 
might  have  made  him. 

To  the  retired  manners  and  strict  moral 
conduct  in  which  lady  Ap-HoweL  had 
been  educated  in  her  youth,  were  now 
added  many  modern  acöomplishments, 
the  chief  of  which  had  been  acquired  by  a 
natural  taste  for  the  elegant  and  picturesque, 
with  a  kind  of  intuitive  knowledge  which 
enabled  her  to  appropriate  to  herseif  every 
thing  worth  acquiring.  Thus  her  lady- 
ship  was  mistress  of  many  ingenious  Per- 
formances beside  drawing;  and  not  to 
have  excelled  in  that  delightful  art,  she 
would  have  deem^d  unpardonable,  having 
such  a  succession  of  striking  objects,  which- 
ever  way  she  tumed,  to  engage  her  pendl. 
Lady  Ap-Howel  was  likewise  a  disdple 

of 
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o(  the  tuneful  nine,  and  the  same  romantic 
shades  which  fumished  subjects  for  the 
p^icil,  she  discovered  were  &vourite  walks 
c£  the  muses  also,  who  frequenüy  inspired 
her  peq,  and  on  some  oocasions  called 
fprth  ooiüipoflitionS),  which,  for  pathos  aad 
energy,  might  vie  with  a  Cowper  or 
Montgomery.  This  lady  possessed  aba^ 
in  coßoert  with  her  brotber  su*  Hugb,  a 
decided  taste  for  the  cultivation  of  flower^ 
which  formed  one  of  her  greatest  souroes 
of  amusement ;  and  in  the  grounds  wbidi 
surrounded  the  Castle,  her  taste  shohe 
Gonspicuous  in  the  judidous  mixture  of 
nature  and  art  which  here  prevailed,  eaoh 
depending  upon  tbe  other,  except  where  a 
combinaticm  was  necessary,  and  then  they 
were  so  ingeniously  blended  as  to  give  un 
increased  effect  upon  the  whole.  Lady 
Ap-Howel  having  no  family,  and  her  time 
not  much  oocu}Hed  by  a  routine  of  visiting, 
this  accomplished  woman  soqght  every 
means  x^  improving  her  mind  and  culti- 
vating  her  und^standing ;  imd  instead  of 

louQging 
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lounging  away  her  mornings,  a  prey  to 
that  listless  languor  and  inactivity  so  fre- 
quently  indulged  by  indolent  females, 
who  scarcely  know-whether  tliey  are  asleep 
or  awäke,  she  caught  at  this  innoeent  and 
ingenious  method  of  filling  up  those  hours, 
whichj  if  önee  lost,  can  never  be  regained, 
and  thereby  attaining  health  and  a  cheerfiil 
flow  of  spirits,  whidi  enabled  her  to  wwd< 
off  the  demon  «inui,  so  much  dft^ded,. 
and  80  mueh  complained  of,  by  modl^m 
üne  ladies. 

ISuch  waa  the  woman  tx>  whom  this  in- 
noeent and  untaught  child  ofNature  ivas 
eonfided-— this,  in  the  plenitudeof  her  exist^ 
ence,  was  lady  Ap-Howel ! 


CHAP. 
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(;hapter  XV. 
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Sir  Howel  Ap-Howel,  baronet  of  Howd 
Castle,  Flintshire,  was  of  a  temperament 
touUaU'fait  contraire  to  that  of  his  spouse ; 
yettheirprinciples  were  similar  in  essentials, 
though  their  opinions  might  differ  in  tri- 
fles.  Their  tastes  were  certainly  opposite^ 
yet  they  generally  agreed  in  temper,  thus 
constantly  attracting  and  repelling  each 
other;  yet  however  great  the  contrast  of 
charaeter  might  appear  bet ween  them,  they 
possessed  the  same  harmony  of  heart,  and 
the  same  active  benevolence  shone  forth 
in  the  eonduct  of  both. 

Sir  Howel  was  the  last  descendant  of  the 
male  line  of  a  long  list  of  ancestors,  who, 
from  time  immemorial,  had  held  possession 
of  the  Castle;  and  so  great  was  his  venera- 
tion  for  this  relic  of  antiquity,  that   he 

would 


FEARS  AND  CABES.  S15 

would  have  deemed  it  almost  sacrilege  to 
have  removed  a  stone  from  its  walls,  or 
twisted  a  branch  from  any  of  the  venerable 
oaks  by  which  it  was  surrounded.  Sir 
Howel  was  also  a  great  advocate  for  liber- 
ty  in  all  its  branches — ^not  for  the  goddess 
tricked  out  in  the  fantastical  cap  of  that 
name,  who,  under  pretence  of  giving  free- 
dorn  to  mankind,  is  often  the  promoter  of 
factions  and  rebellion.  No ;  the  liberty  he 
cavilled  for  was,  to  use  fiiU  f5peedom  of  con- 
duct,  to  do  exactly  as  he  liked ;  and  in  Or- 
der to  shew  the  generosity  of  bis  disposi- 
tion  in  that  respect,  he  was  equally  willing 
to  allow  the  same  latitude  to  others  which 
he  enjoyed  himself  This  love  of  freedom 
he  even  carried  so  far  as  to  allow  it  to  in- 
animate  objects  :  for  instance,  he  never  snf- 
fered  his  trees  to  be  pruned,  or,  very  rarely, 
his  woods  to  be  cut,  beeause  he  could 
not  bear  to  see  them  eurbed  of  their  na- 
tural luxurianey,  while  the  majestic  oak, 
the  tall  elm,  and  the  spreading  oak,  eon- 
tinued  to  flourish  where  they  first  took 

root. 
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root,  unless  lenteUed  by  time  in  wilA  tn- 
tanglement;  thus  aflPording  ridi  subjcds 
fbr  her  ladyship's  pendl.  In  what  wäre 
cdled  tbe  {deasure-grounds  belongingto 
die  Castle,  tlie  case  indeed  was  difibrent ; 
there  lady  Ap-Howel  reigned  supreme»  ftr 
every  thing  was  submitted  to  her  care  «id 
management,  though  not  unfrequendy 
without  an  expostulation  irom  sir  Howd 
on  her  cruelty  in  so  frequently  lopping 
away  her  trees  and  shrubs,  which«  he  would 
aver,  ought  to  have  the  liberty  of  extend- 
ing  their  branehes  as  they  pleased.  By 
tbe  same  rule  of  general  freedom,  he  neyer 
sufiered  snails»  insects,  or  any  kind  of  rep- 
tile,  to  be  destroyed  in  bis  presence,  alle^ 
ging»  by  way  of  reason  for  his  forbearance, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  destroy  them  all, 
bowever  destructive  they  might  be,  and 
therefore  of  no  use  to  exterminate  any— 
"  Let  them,"  he  would  say,  "  crawl  on  free 
and  unmolested ;  1  like  to  gratify  my  own 
wishes  and  propensities,  and  without  doubt 
they,  poor  things,  do  the  same ;  let  them 

therefore 
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tfaa^efore  continue  to  crawl  on  in  peace.^ 
Had  sir  Howel  been  able  to  indulge  this 
extraordinary  propensity  to  the  utmost,  he 
would  have  stood  in  danger  o£  being  de* 
Youred  by  the  reptile  tiibe,  rather  tlian  kill 
them— starved  to  deatb  in  his  own  Castle, 
rather  than  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the 
poultry-yard,  or  buried  alive  ainidst  the 
entanglement  of  his  own  woods.  But 
luckily  for  him,  a  band  frequently  worked 
unseen  to  preserve  bim  frqm  falling  a  sa« 
crifice  to  his  own  hypothesis,  whilst  he  re- 
mained  perfeetly  satisfied  that  dl  was  con- 
ducted  conf<»rmably  to  his  wishes. 

These  little  peculiarities  lady  Ap-Howel 
regarded  more  as  emblems  of  kindness  and 
humanity  in  her  husband  than  as  blots  in  his 
understanding ;  instead,  therefore,  of  hold- 
ing  up  an  argument  in  order  to  convince 
him  of  the  absurdity  of  such  false  indul« 
gences,  she  rather  chose  to  circumvent 
them^  where  she  could  do  so  with  jMxipriety. 
To  Qoe  possessing  so  large  a  distribution 
c^  the  milk  of  human  kindness,  her  lady- 

vol.,  II.  L  ship 
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sbip  knew  she  need  not  apply  fbr  peitnii- 
sion  to  shelter  a  housdess  orphan ;  besides» 
it  would  have  been  pecuUarly  hard  if  sk 
Howel,  while  lie  permitted  unqualified 
freedom  of  action  to  every  other  being,  had 
denied  it  to  bis  wife.  Tbatindeed  would 
bave  been  to  overthrow  bis  wbole  System, 
and»  hickily  for  bim,  lady  Ap*Howel  pos- 
sessed  too  mucbprudence  and  good  sense 
to  niake  bim  repent  tbe  latitude  be  allow- 
ed  ber.  Wlien,  tberefore,  sbe  presented 
ber  interesting  protegee,  be  perfectly  ao- 
quiesced  in  ber  plan  of  protection,  and 
seemed  alike  Struck  witb  tbe  simplid^ 
and  beauty  of  ber  exterior. 

"  But  what  will  you  do  witb  tbe  poor 
tbing,lady  Ap^Howel  ?"  he  inquired.  **  Sbe 
cannot  run  about  tbe  bouse  witb  tbese  lit- 
tle  naked  feet,  bowever  wbite  tbey  may  be, 
and  to  sbackle  ber  witb  sboes  and  stock- 
ings,  after  baving  enjoyed  so  mucb  liberty, 
would  be  crnel ;  besides,  I  am  sure  sbe  will 
yiever  be  brougbt  to  like  tbem,  and  to  en« 
foKce  her  wearing  tbem  will  be  absolute 

tyraiHiy ; 
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tyraraiy;  and  I  caimot  cooseDt  to  hav^  any 
species  of  tyranny  exerdsed  In  my  bouse» 
you  know,  my  dear.** 

*'  Oh»  never  mind  tfae  naked  feet !"  eac- 
daimed  her  ladyship,  eager  in  her  present 
parsuit ;  ^  we  shall  ecmtrive  a  method, 
no  doubt»  by  whkh  w«  may  introduce 
those  dreaded  shoes  and  stockings^  witb- 
<iut  any  degree  of  violence  to  the  wear- 
«r;"  when  having  settled  this  matter  to 
.Üie  satisfaction  q&  the  baronet,  and  gain- 
ed  her  point  in  regard  to  retaining  the 
Httle  orphan,  to  the  satisfaction  of  herseif, 
lady  Ap-Howel  retired,  in  wder  to  seek 
sir  Hugh,  and  with  him  the  highly-grati- 
fied  Frederick. 

From  tfae  time  that  he  had  leamed  the 
generous  intentimi  of  lady  Ap-Howel  to- 
wanfe  his  delightftil  little  companion,  the 
^nitefbl  boy  appeared  to  be  in  a  kind  qH 
joyftil  delirium»  whUst  the  idea  that  siie 
would  no  longer  be  left  in  the  rocky  cabin, 
exposed,  in  his  estimation,  to  a  thousan4 
dangers,  a£K)rded  him  the  highet^  gratifica« 

l2  tion; 
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ticm;  when  more  fordUytoexpren  the 
ecstasy  of  bis  feelings,  he  opened  bis  arms 
to  tbeir  utmost  extent,  in  ofder  to  admit 
an  immense  young  Alpine  masti£f  to  his 
embrace,  and  wbo  be  was  in  tbe  act  of 
bugging  witb  all  bis  migbt»  wben  bis  annt, 
and  tbe  first  object  oi  bis  solidtude,  ap- 
peared  befi»«  bim. 

In  a  moment  both  dog  and  Frederick 
were  at  tbeir  side,  wben  Love,  tenified  at 
tbe  sigbt  of  sueb  an  enormous  animal, 
wbose  jaws  seemed  wide  enougb  to  bave 
devoured  ber,  bung  tr^mbling  bebind  her 
protectrice,  entreating  Frederick  not  to  kt 
tbe  creature  come  near  her ;  wben  tbe  dog, 
aecustomed  to  pursue  his  master  wben  he 
retreated  in  sport,  immediately  darted  after 
her,  and  fixing  one  of  his  enormous  fbre- 
paws  upon  each  of  her  Shoulders,  b^an 
very  lovingly  to  lick  her  fece,  as  if  rejoiced 
to  find  an  addition  to  the  frolicking  party. 
Lion's  embraces,  however,  were  not  so 
kindly  received  as  profFered ;  for  the  little 
girlf  unaccustomed  even  to  behold  such  an 

animal, 
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animal,  was  so  much  alanned,  that  she 
sunk  fainting  upon  the  grass,  ere  Frede« 
rick's  utmost  exertions  could  release  her 
from  tbe  sagacious  creature^  who,  no  doubt,^ 
considered  her  in  the  light  of  anotber  spor- 
tive  beiiig,  who,  as  well  as  bis  master, 
would  assist  and  enoourage  him  in  his^ 
gambols. 

Frederick,  exceedingly  alarmed,  shouted 
out  Lion  with  all  bis  might,  but  the  inoor-^ 
rigible  Lion  refused  to  disoontinue  bis  ca* 
yresses;  and  when  he  bebeld  bis  dear  Uttle 
companion,  as  he  thought^  in  the  arma  of 
death,  he  set  no  boimda  to  his  grief ;  and 
it  was  some  time  before  lady  Ap-Howel 
could  suffidently  daim  his  attention  to  dis- 
patch  him  to  the  house  for  assistance.  At 
length,  comprehending  what  was  wanting^ 
quick  as  an  arrow  from  tbe  twanging  bow, 
he  darted  off,  and  almost  as  quickly  return-- 
ed  with  some  of  the  female  domestics,  who 
were  not  long  in  conveying  the  terrified 
girl  to  the  house,  where,  after  administer* 
ing  proper  restoratiyesi  she  quickly  reco- 

l8  vered,, 
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\cred,  to  the  deligfat  of  the  rest  of  die  fSi» 
nrily  as  well  as  Frederidc,  who  promised 
that  Lion  should  in  fiiture  be  pn^i^ly  ie- 
cured,  and  by  that  means  have  no  &rther 
opportunity  of  alarming  her. 

Love  thought  tbis  very  kind,  for  oer*^ 
tainly  she  was  greatly  afraid  of  JLion ;  but 
as  she  observed  several  others  of  bis  spe- 
des  who  enjoyed  tbeir  laberty  at  Castle 
Howel,  she  began  toreflect  that  tliey  could 
iK>t  be  so  terrific  in  their  nature  as  sbe  bad 
apprehended,  and  in  that  case  she  thougllt 
it  crael  to  confine  pow  Lion ;  bendes,  ahe 
remarked  that  Frederick  was  so  fond  of 
playing  with  him,  and  had  rdated  the 
many  clever  tricks  whicfa  he  had  tan^t 
him  to  perform,  and  which,  in  theevent  of 
his  confinement,  would  be  lost,  she  tbeie- 
fore  begged  that  lion,  though  he  was  not 
so  pretty  nor  so  gentle  as  her  own  dear 
Willey,  might  again  be  set  at  liberty,  when 
she  would  endeavour  not  to  be  so  much 
afraid  of  him. 

"  And  will  you  really  tiy  to  like  Lion, 

dear 
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dear  I^ve  ?''  cried  Frederick»  with  viva* 
city;  **  I  am  sure  you  will  soon  be  quite 
fondof  him,  he  is  so  very:good-iiatured,and 
almost  Irig  enough  to  carry  you— nay,  I 
am  certain  he  could  carry  you  now,  if  you 
would  let  him,  thoug^  he  is  only  six^ 
montbs  old,  and  tbat^  you  know,  is  very 
young  for  a  dog." 

^  YeSfhe  might  perhaps  be  strong  enough 
to  carry  me  if  you  insisted  upon  it,  but  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  carried*;  b^des,  he  will 
never  love.me  like  my  own  dear  WilleyJ^ 

At  the  mention  of  Willey,  who  harf 
been  equally  the  favouriteand  playfellow  of 
them  both^  Frederiek  immediatdy  flew  to 
his  uncle,  to  beg  that  Willey  might  be 
permitted  to  become  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Castle  2  "  fOT,"  added  lie,  **  when  Lion 
and  I  shall  be  gone,  LiOve  will  not  have  a 
soul  to  amuse  her  when  she  is  indined  to 
run  up  and  down  the  lawn,  or  gambol 
amongst  the  preeipices  as  we  used  to  do ; 
and  then  she  will  beoome  melaneholy,  and 
her  pretty  &ce  will  not  look-gay  4nd  smiU 

L  4  ing- — 
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ing — indeed  half  her  smiles  seem  to  be  va* 
nished  alveady — and  then  I  should  be  so 
sorry  !**  he  continued,  whilst  the  tear  of 
synipathy  started  to  his  eye,  and  proved, 
had  he  stood  in  needpf  it»  a  powerful  auxili« 
ary  to  enfcnrce  the  already-granted  request. 
The  playfulness  and  attachment  of  the 
little  animal  in  question,  both  as  related 
by  Frederick,  and  his  own  Observation, 
had  not  been  forgotten  by  the  indulgent 
sirHugh,  who,  ever  alive  to  the  tender 
sensibiHties  of  nature,  delighted  to  encou- 
rage  tbem  in  otliers.  To  have  deprived  the 
interesting  cfaild  therefore  of  theonly  thing 
whieb  had  particularly  engaged  those  sweet 
afFections  of  the  heart,  that  she  would  no 
doubt  have  bestowed  lipon  any  fellow-crea- 
ture  of  her  own  age,  with  whom  she  had 
associatad,  would  have  been  a  cruelty 
which  the  humane  heart  of  the  baronet 
could  never  have  put  in  practice.  In  the 
gift,  therefore,  of  the  dame's  worldly  pos- 
sessicMK,  which  he  had  made  to  Perryn,  a 
reserve  had  been  made  of  the  favourite 

goat. 
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goat)  with  emiers  that  he  migfat  be  im- 
mediately  conducted  to  the  castley  where 
his  safe  arrival  soon  brought  a  retum  of 
those  smiles»  the  absence  of  which  Frede- 
rick had  just  been  deploring. 

To  beoome  an  mmate  with  lady  Ap« 
Howel,  even  if  one  were  not  the  objeet  of 
her  kindest  attentions,  and  not  love  her, 
thought  Love^  would  be  impossible«  How 
much  mOTe  strongly  attracted  towards  her 
then  must  this  child  of  her  bounty  be,  who 
was  daily  experiencing  marks  of  her  fond* 
est  affection,  and  who,  by  the  time  that 
sir  Hugh  Singleton  and  his  nephew  took 
their  departure,  was  as  affectiimajtely  at* 
tached  to  this  exoellent  woman  as  if  she 
had  been  her  real,  instead  <^  her  adopted 
mother !  by  which  endearing  appellation 
she  was  allowed  to  distinguish  bar.  The 
mind  which  her  ladyship  had  chosen  to 
work  upon  was  ductile,  and  not  only  cap- 
able  of  receiving  impressions  with  fecility, 
but  of  retaining  them  when  received ;  and 

with  such  an  instructress,  who  saw  the  ne* 

cessity 
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oesnty  of  cautiously  unfolding  the  page  of 
life  to  her  uninitiated  pupil^  her  mind  oonld 
not&il  toexpand  in  a  requisite  degree,. 
and  to  give  promijse  that  she  would  in  fiii<» 
ture  become  eveiy  tfaing  wbich  her  kind 
protectresfii  required. 

The  arrival  of  Love  at  Castle  Howel  just 
at  this  period  was  particularly  agreeable 
to  the  mistress  of  the  mansion,  whose  spi- 
rits  had  been  wom  out  with  the  boisterous 
xnanners  and  uninformed  mind  of  Miss 
Jeannette  Ap-Griffiths,  who  was  a  niece  (^ 
mr  Howers,  and  who  my  readers  may  re^ 
cognize  in  her  vidt  to  the  dame's  cabin» 
and  on  whom  all  lady  Ap-HoweFs  rheto^ 
ric,  for  a  reform  in  manners  as  well  as  ex- 
ample,  had  equdly  failed.  To  have  made 
an  impression  of  refinement  upon  one  whcv 
to  use  her  own  phrase,  was  never  so  happy 
as  when  she  was  kicking  up  a  rumpui^ 
would  have  been  the  attempting  to  cleanse 
the  Ethiop  from  bis  spots,  or  to  stop  the 
motion  of  the  waves ;  her  kdyship  there- 
&re  gave  over  the  attempt;  and  as  the 

young 
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young  ladj's  vtait  ww  ext>ect6d-  to  termi-, 
Dftte  with  the  jummer,  ihe  /only  thlng  i»be 
could  do  was  to  tolerate  that  vulgatity  and ; 
igncmtnce  whkh  she  oould  not  oorrect 

During  lady  Ap-Howdi's  life»  .«he  faad. 
never  been  a  frequenter  of  {lublic  plaoes  y 
and  though  passiotiately  deroted  ta  the 
drama,  fihe  had  scarcely  ever  witneesed  the, 
representation  of  half  a  doee»  play«.  All 
her  acquaintance  therefore  with.  )our  dnu. 
matic  autfaoiti  liad  been  Gxnn  rea^yng  their 
com'posiüom ;  and  so  firoaly  wiul  she  at» 
taehed  to  theyorksofour  iiBiBoiAai  Shak(>». 
spea»,  that  dare  would  fiieque^]^  aver  she 
oould  never  be  fired  either  witb  ;8ec»iig  or 
leading  tibe  divine  {»oducfciansö£itti  pesur 
On  oneof  these  occaskms,  wfaenherladyiship; 
was  spedking  with  enthusiasm  lon  ibe  me« 
lits  of  her  favourite  anthor»  $ke  was  inter* 
rupted  by  Miss  Griffiths,  wfao  hastily  ex* 
daimed — *^  Oh,  I  hate  Shakespeiare's  pla5r8;i 
they  are  all  a  parcel  of  nonsense^and  I  never 

wish  to  See  none  of  them.    They  aie  most 

of 


SS8  FCA&8  Alto  CAXBJL 

dTthem  very  indelicate^  and  some  I  have 
been  told  are  so  bad,  they  cant  be  acted  at 
all.  Why  only  tbink  of  one  of  them, 
where  tbere  is  an  aooount  of  cutting  up 
Christians,  and  putting  their  anns  and  legs 
into  a  piCj  which  is  the  frightfullest  thing 
I  ever  beard  of,  and  which  would  be  a  sbame 
indeed  to  have  acted ;  and  so,  my  good 
aunt,  yoa  may,  for  me^  stick  to  your  dar* 
ling  Shakespeare.'* 

Lady  Ap-Howd,  bowever  she  migfat 
feel  shocked  at  the  Uliterate  language  of 
Miss  Jeannette,  could  not  help  smiling  at 
her  curious  critique ;  and  good-naturedly 
allowing  her  some  room  for  dislike  of  a 
work  merely  fictitious,  besides  barfoaious 
in  its  effects,  demanded  if  she  had  ever  read 
Thomson's  Sophonisba  ?  which,  as  a  con- 
trast  to  the  one  she  was  speaking  of,  bad 
been  drawn  firom  history,  with  a  strict  ad- 
herence  to  truth,  and  might  therefore  bet-^ 
ter  please  her. 

"  Sophy  who?"  asked  Miss  Griffiths. 

"  Sophonisba»* 
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^  Sophonisba»''  repeated  lady  Ap^Howd» 
turniog  over  the  kares  of  the  volume 
which  contained  the  tiagedy;  ''and  see, 
here  is  a  beautiful  print  of  Mrs.  Oldfield 
in  that  character." 

''  Sophy  Nisbar,**  drawled  Miss  Jean- 
nette, stretching  out  her  neck  to  look  at 
it  **  Well,  she  is  an  ugly  Miss,  though 
she  has  got  a  crown  iipcm  her  head,  and 
looks  as  melancholy  as  a  cat ;  so  I  sup- 
pose  this  is  another  dismal  story.  No,  no, 
fun  and  pastime  for  me !  I  hate  your  dis- 
mals,  and  will  keep  out  of  the  way  of  them 
as  long  as  I  can ;  so,  my  dear  aunt, 
you  must  excuse  my  making  any  fiirther 
acquaintance  with  Miss  Sophy  Nisbar» 
and  away  she  scampered,  laughing  at  what 
she  deemed  a  witty  oonceit,  and  as  self- 
satisfied  as  if  she  had  given  utteranoe  to 
the  happiest  bon  tnot  imaginable. 

Scarcely  had  love  been  an  inhabitant  of 
Castle  Howel  a  week,  when  a  summons, 
i4  the  form  of  a  letter,  came  to  apprise 

Miss 
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Griffiths»  that  it  wisneoessaiy  fiirfaer 
to  retum  home ;  bat  ahe^  m  tbe  very  qnrit 
of  perverseness,  tfaen  deekred  a  wish  to 
staj  at  least  for  another  week,  as  she  liad 
some  indispensable  business  to  transact, 
which  wQulä  previent  her  from  BÜrnng 
during  that  time. 

**  JBtisiness^  my  dear?"  questioned  lady 
Ap-Howel ;  "  what  business  can  you  pos- 
sibly  have  to  prevent  your  comply ing  with 
the  summons  ?  not  that  I  wish  to  drive 
you  out  pf  tbe  house,  only  I  wish  to  know 
what  this  momentoua  conoem  can  be,  that 
will  so  fully  oecupy  ycm  ?" 

•*  My  dear  madam,"  she  answered,  with 
assuined  solemnity,  **  I  have  a  pair  of 
gloves  to  mend ;  and  if  they  will  not  find 
me  empkyyment  £01  a  week,  hating  work 
as  I  hate  it,  I  will  be  content  to  sit  down 
and  read  your  mehneholy  story  of  Sophy 
Nisbar'* 

This,  to  Miss  Jeannette  Ap-Grifßth«, 
who,  like  the  mbabitants  of  the  Brazik» 

possessed 
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possessed  a  cbafacteristic  contempt  for  all 
xeading^  would,  she  conceived,  be  the  very 
acme  of  punishment^  and  quoted  It  accord« 
ingly. 


END  OF  VOL.  IL 
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CHAPTEK  I. 


^>^^^^»^>^»^»»»»^^>^ 


X  HE  life  of  eveiy  man/'  says  an  emi- 
nent divine,  ^^  jäs  a  eontinued  cbain  af  in- 
cidents^  each  link  of  which  hanks  upon 
tbe  former;"  und  so  thought  sir  Hugh 
Singleton,  as  be  meditated  on  the  many 
incidents  tv^ieh  had  so  unexpectedly  oc- 
cunred  during  his  late  excursion,  and 
whicb  appeared  so  evidently  connected 
with  each  other.«— "  Had  not  Fredeiidc,** 
he  reflected,  "  been  decoyed  away,  he 
would  never  perhaps  have  thöught  ü£ 
going  to  Castle  Howel;  in  that  case  he 
4iad  mot  aeen  one  df  thegreatest  ciuMoitMi 
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in  nature,  almost  amounting  to  a  mirade 
— a  human  being,  the  number  of  whose 
years  approached  those  of  the  patriarchs^ 
and  who  enjoyed  the  füll  possession  of 
her  faculties :  nor  would  he  have  had  the 
most  interesting  little  being  in  the  uni- 
verse  committed  to  his  protection.  Oh, 
God !"  he  exclaimed,  almost  aloud,  "  how 
unsearchable  are  thy  ways !  and  how  often 
are  the  most  important  events  brought 
about  by  what  appears  to  us  the  most  ad- 
verse  means!  How  patiently  therefore 
ouglit  we  to  submit  to  thy  apparent  cor- 
rections !" 

JoyfuUy  did  the  travellers  now  retraoe 
that  road  whieh  sir  Hugh  had  so  gloomi- 
ly  passed  over  but  a  short  while  before, 
when  his  mind  was  filled  with  melancholy 
forebodings,  as  to  the  safety  of  the  pre- 
cious  Charge  which  he  was  now  conduct- 
ing  in  triumph  to  his  home;  and  joy- 
fiilly  did  his  pulses  throb,  as  he  anticipated 
the  delight  he  should  experience  on  again 
beholding  him  pressed  to  the  bosoms  of 

his 
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bis  exulting  parents ;  and  as  these  sensa- 
tions  pressed  upon  bis  beart,  and  vibrated 
tbrough  bis  brain,  be  wisbed  to  have  add- 
ed  wings  to  sluggisb  steeds,  in  order  tbat 
they  migbt  keep  pace  witb  bis  Volant  de- 
sires. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Singleton,  who  bad  been 
already  apprised  of  tbe  time  wben  tbe 
fugitive  was  expected  to  return,  were  in 
readiness  to  receive  bim  at  Myfod  Vale, 
wben,  after  tbe  first  ebullition  of  joy  bad 
escaped  tbe  enraptured  motber,  at  once 
more  embraeing  ber  lost  son,  sbe  burst 
fortb  in  ber  usual  energetic  strain,  ex» 
claiming — "  Well,  my  dearest  Frederick, 
long-looked-for  come  at  last.  I  said  it 
was  a  long  lane  tbat  bad  no  turning,  and 
I  always  feit  as  tbougb  you  would  come 
bome  again,  tbougb  we  were  so  ready  to 
make  mountains  of  mole-bills;  so  never 
mind — all  is  well  tbat  ends  well,  you 
know;  and  now  you  are  grown  big 
enough  to  take  care  of  yourself  in  future. 
Wby,  bless  me,  brotber !"  sbe  continued, 

B  2  "  how 
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«  ho^  fäLhe  js  grotm!  Be  WÖl  mdtt 
tislo<]lk  alboiat  shcfrtljr.  I  dedtt«  Ife is iis 
tafl  äs  tiiy  ^odAer  ahfeafly  !* 

Wliat  his  räöth»  häd  bAvUiced  9X1  te>. 
gatrd  ijö  Fjfedelrick's  height  *ras  tWte ;  h* 
had  indeed  shot  up  surprisingly  dtfffii^ 
his  qniet  Wsid^k»  te  »tlie  *aviM;  pWper 
e'xerdse,  a  ^aiA  but  healtibM  diet,  äiHM 
tö  a  fine  bWöilJg  W€flsh  afr,  ii9*fei*ey«p  bt 
niöunted  tihe  lieiglifts,  had  done  if^ötOm 
far  him;  äM  ihme  who  kUew  fhe  öhlM 
tSiät  bäd  beefn  taken  ftdm  bis  höine^^gltft 
^ifflcuft;  to  recogÄize  bim  in  tbe  Ml  t»*II- 
grown  yoüth  b^*e  thö». 

i9:a|)ipin^ifö  "Hnalloyed,  Bäve  iMe  iMee 
whiöb  would  Jhterväie,  Was  now  tbe  Jkfr- 
tion  of  tbe  fortunate  Fredeiridc ;  to  ViM 
again  Uie  spot  endeäred  to  Mrii  frotti  in- 
fkncy,  to  itee  ähd  embrace  all  tbe  bdiigs 
he  had  evel-  loved,  tvas  indeed  trfte  fe^td^ 
ty ;  and  as  sudh  his  youÄg  beftrt  ät^thÖW- 
fcdged  it  with  gralfitude.  Yet  there  1i«^ 
one  otliör  böhig  Whom  be  coidd  äc*  1». 
nish  froin  hiis  tecoBedtiöh-Mlhe  being  **iö 

had 


hacjL  been  his  uAdi,yid,ed  oomp^jaipp,  fpj;  1^ 
\ßß%  f^w  nwutbs  af  hia  Ijüfe»  ^Iji^  wljp,  Iji^ 
slwr^d,  bis  grieß,  am^  p^ici^^  i;i  })^ 
sorraws«  wlule  s]l;iy^  ^£^  doifß  hev  ^tmoßt  tjQ 
ajleviate  them ;  apÄ  ijirh^r^eyer  J^pü^,  and 
her  favourite  coInpanio^  Ayill^y,  c^tßß 
aeross  hi&  recpUectiop^  ^e  QQuld  not  ^ypii^ 
tl^ie  sigh  a^(i.  thß  wi?!?.  tl)^  aunl;  Qow^ 
vrould  ?c9iseut  fpj;  tb^m  ta  ^ye  ppipe  mpi^e 
t^eth^r  at  My^  Yß^* 

^  in  Ws,  i3?«psji9n,  '#  Rugti  Sgoglptw 
again  tumed  his  thoughts  tow^fi:^?  Fif^ 
deripk's  ediAcatip^^  wbicbt  &otq,  the  thne 
t^t  h^  l]^Q  Ipst^  no^  bepama  tbe,  ^ppp 

in^ispfi^ble ;  Wt  b^e  some  l^ttle  dpwi^r 
«^pys^  bft^i^epn  tb«t  brotlp^«^  ^ß  tp  tbje  grp^ 
pri?ty  of  ag9in  $en4ii%  bina,  to  sqhc^ 
where  his  safety  migbt  \^  equaUy  ©»- 
d^n^ereii,  ox  the  engaging  s^  pj^iv^e  tutor 
A>iP  bin(^  ^t  hoEae ;  when  the  lattei;*  ^as  at 
le^h  c)eci4ed  upor\i  and  ^^  i^\wy  \&^ 
ipedii^taly  s?t  on  foot  relative  ^  s^  g¥l4^ 
mi^fi  w^p  i^a^  pot  only  co^ipet^  tp  ijOr 

B  3  s^ract 
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struct  his  pupil  in  the  various  branches  of 
leaming  necessary  for  him  to  acquire»  but 
one  also  who  might  be  equallj  qualified 
to  attend  him  in  the  same  capacity  when 
he  entered  the  university.  Such  a  one 
was  quickly  discovered  in  the  person  of 
Henry  Meillard,  who,  to  the  profoundest 
erudition,  added  every  elegant  and  useful 
aceomplishment,  and  who  promised  to  be- 
come  a  great  aequisition  to  Frederick; 
whilst  a  congeniality  of  taste  and  senti- 
ment  seemed  to  reign  between  him  and 
sir  Hugh. 

This  of  course  rendered  such  an  ad- 
dition  to  the  family  highly  agreeable ;  and 
dame  Fortune,  by  showering  her  present 
benefits,  appeared  willing  to  compensate 
for  the  scurvy  tricks  which  she  had  so 
lately  played  them. 

In  this  way  things  glided  smoothly  on 
for  some  time ;  but  as  "  change  forms  the 
very  essence  of  the  world,"  says  the  same 
divine  whom  I  quoted  at  the  beginning  of 
my  chapter,  sir  Hugh  was  not  authorized 

to 
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to  expect  an  unniffled  continuance  of  bis 
present  serenity.  Yet,  to  be  obliged  to 
quit  bis  now-peaceful  roof,  be  considered 
very  unpleasant,  and  in  tbe  present  case 
doubly  irksome ;  for  it  was  to  attend  tbe 
trial  öf.  tbe  old  gipsy-man  and  Cramp- 
text. 

Tbe  annual  assizes  for  tbe  county  in 
wbieb  tbey  bad  been  committed  were  ap- 
proaebing,  wben  botb  sir  Hugb  and  bis 
brotber,  as  prosecutors  of  tbis  nefarious 
couple,  were  obliged  to  attend;  and  al-^ 
tbougb  tbe  cbarge  against  tbe  criminals 
was  mucb  lessened  by  tbe  certainty  of 
Frederick's  being  alive,  still  tbey  were 
amenable  to  tbe  laws  of  tbeir  country  for 
cbild-stealing,  and  obliged  to  abide  by 
tbeir  sentence  accordingly.  Tbat  Cramp* 
text  did  not  actually  force  tbe  ebild  from 
bis  bome,  bad  been  made  clear  by  tbe 
Statement  of  Frederick  bim  seif,  but  tbat 
be  bad  been  aiding  and  abetting  in  it, 
was  also  made  as  clear  by  tbe  demonstra* 
tiön  of  tbe  oM   man ;  tbe   punisbment 

B  4  tberefore 
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therefors  oß  both  was  tfae  sain£"»v4xmflport^ 
atioD  for  seven  y^acs^  tiie  one  ar Ute  pidb« 
aUe  iüstigator  of  the  wieked.  adden»  and 
the  other  for  detaming  the  däd^  Imoi»^ 
ing  lika  to  have  been  stoIen. 

Gramptext,  as  soon  as  sentenoe.  wtt 
passed  upon  him,  bowed  humbly  to  Üit 
oourt,  and  irpnically  thanked  the  judge 
for  his  demeiM^,  while  he  addedr^^^  Fw 
many  ycars  I  have  been  most  deräpuB;  of 
traveUjng  as  a  massioDary  into  foB&ga 
parts  to  teaeh  the  gospel»  and  uow  your 
loBddup  has  been  so  kind,  u9solicited^  aa. 
to  send  me,  and  for  whieh  I  wäl  opl 
cease  to  pray  that  you,  my  lord»  inay  be 
grounded  in  the  triie  &ith,  and  in  tkne 
beeome  one  of  us.  As  to  sir  Hugh  SäiDh 
glefani,  I  beg  he  will  also  accept  my  thanks 
tat  having  furtbered  this  design^  and 
when  I  shall  again  retum  to  England^ 
perhaps  I  may  be  abte  to  give  him  &  Ht- 
tie  fiirther  Information  respecting  bis  ne^ 
pkew,  by  wc^y  of  recompence ;"  then  tuntv* 
ing  Qipkis  eyes^  and  spreading  both  hia 

hands 


wi^b  g»ea|  «SeQtod  >«ö|^<y,  of^^  w^  ^ 

«wtoh  fiffisd^  nq  fw»U  degme  ^  p% 
ftctian  tQ.th»  giogletpn«;  ft;^),  howf^ 
watchfui,  who  can  at  all  tiins^  gU9Kd 
againrt  the  n^^umtiooi.  «f  «  «ßcrel  «ne- 
my  9    Yet  tQ  wbat  )ie  4Mf4  i^  i^  «];;; 

iag  Frecbridi,  w«s  imppüfab^  for  th^  ^ 
define.  Thcy  OQuld  IVM:  \f»  thei»  ^f»« 
Bacnies  with  haviqg  ever  injwed  t^  Vß^gi^ 
even  ib  the  sUgU^t  4^^^;  whi}f^  ^ 
had  mdeayfGiui^  to  injui?  |t^  wM^  f^* 
ly,  and  t^t  ty  w=ou«^g  the^i  iq  ^1*? 
raost  Tuini^bto  pfistt  T|i|^?e  w^s  t^ 
csripple  too»  that  hideaiM  A9ilHK>S(ei  j^ 
wiiom  Freder^ek  bad  «pokea  luf  beii^g  t^ 
pevson  whp  had  dragg^  Jpm  ?wsy>  ?»4 
of  wbom  li^  wa3  in  cpn^^lf^t  dr^;  f!f>v 
wfaat  fiuipQse  OQuId  be  be  i^  ]^s^^  v^h 
t\m  vUe  Crampteil,  a^d  t^t  |jw^  ^ 

b5  discovcgped. 
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discovered.  But  if  the  horrid  wretdi 
oould  still  be  discovered,  and  broagfat 
within  the  cognizance  of  the  law,  no  de- 
mency  should  screen  him.  Thus  protest- 
ed  both  the  brothers,  as  they  retumed 
fipom  executing  a  meritoiious  deed— 4i 
deed  of  justice. 

From  this  time  nothing  occurred  of 
suffident  moment  to  disturb  the  tran- 
quillity  that  reigned  at  Myfod  Vale.  Fre- 
derick, as  he  grew  in  stature,  improved 
also  in  mental  acquirements,  while  the 
abilities  of  the  youth  gave  fair  promiae 
öf  what  might  be  expected  in  the  man. 
With  lady  Ap-Howel  a  constant  corres* 
pondence  was  kept  up,  though  no  per- 
sonal intercourse  had  taken  place  between 
them  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  sir 
Howel  being  averse  to  quitting  home 
himselfi  or  permitting  her  ladyship  to  do 
so  without  him,  although,  had  she  ex- 
pressed a  decided  wish  to  have  done  so, 
he  would  not,  agreeably  to  his  System, 
have  th warted  her ;  but  she,  knowing  his 

dislike 
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dislike  either  to  travelling,  er  the  being 
left  to  himself,  never  hinted  a  desire  of 
leaving  him.  In  all  her  letters  she  con- 
stanÜy  mentioned  Ijyoe  as  being  every 
thing  she  could  wish,  and  improving  both 
in  perscMi  and  mind ;  whilst  she  stated 
that  her  only  subject  of  regret  was,  the 
not  being  able  to  procure  masters  proper 
to  initiate  her  in  those  aooomplishments 
in  which  she  was  herseif  defident»  But 
as  these,  sir  Hugh  reflected,  were  but 
few,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  bis 
jpToUgie  should  not  be  a  wiser  woman 
than  his  sister,  whilst  he  was  confident 
she  could  not  be  a  better. 

From  lady  Ap-Howel  the  fortunate 
LfOve  eontinued  to  receive  the  highest 
examples  of  every  feminine  virtue;  in 
the  duty  and  afiection  of  a  wife  she  shöne 
utirivalled ;  and  no  doubt,  had  Providence 
blessed  her  with  a  family,  she  would  have 
done  the  same  in  her  matemal  character — 
witness  the  care  she  bestowed  upon  the 
orphan  thus  cast  upon   her  protection; 

B  6  whilst 
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whilst  her  preoepts  sunk  too  dflop  ift  H» 
youtUidmindeyertDbefoigotteiL  Bb^ 
py  theo,  as  every  endfiaring  atteiitioii 
oould  make  her»  the  litUe  monntaiiMM 
grew  and  expanded  like  a  wdHkaiiMTftad 
flower,  whicdi  the  hand  of  the  flpriat 
guarda  alike  from  storms,  or  the  opjpNmA 
et  noxious  weeds  to  corrupt  its  pority; 
whilat  it  flourishes  in  security,  and  diffiiaea 
iti  sweeta  aiouhd. 

Simply  to  hear  of  the  wel&re  of  Fre« 
deridc,  afic»ded  LiOtc  the  greatest  ddigfat ; 
she  would  then  reeall  the  happy  time  tihey 
had  spent  tc^ether  m  the  roeky  cafain» 
when  her  dear  old  dame  was  present  to 
hkfis  them  both,  and  a  tear,  the  symbol 
of  sen^bility,  would  bedew  her  eye  at  the 
cherished  remembrance ;  or,  when  gam- 
boUing  in  the  loyely  shadee  of  Howel 
Castle  with  her  eonstant  companion  Wil- 
ley,  whom  she  still  fbndly  loved,  fiisking 
beside  her,  she  would  talk  to  him  of  their 
fnend,  wheti  the  sagacious  creature  would 
kx>k  wiatfuUy  in  her  &ce,  and  by  its  Meet- 
ing 
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otber,  t^  how  9f  Lenre's  imfMKmnentflit 
«iid  Ix>Ttf 9  aceomidifibmenta^  mis  sure  to 
piO¥e  a  Stimulus  to  ^  exertkma  of  Ffe% 
deridc:;  and  what  wmdd  skß  think  if  sueh 
tncl  such  tbings  marked  tfae  dritenoii  of 
hh  ndüxms ;  wlok  to  be  tiboi^t.  wortliy 
e£  hir  approbation  aeemod  the  nmmum 
Ammm  of  bis  earthly  ftlieity . 

Thus  tbese  two  jromig  people^  whom 
dianee  had  so  unttteountaldy  thiown  to- 
gethar,  appearad,  even  in  earlj  life,  to 
posaass  a  seerak  ipfluence  over  the  eixiduet 
and  wctfaiü  of  eadb  other. 

Time  now  impercaptiUy  bore  each  party 
along.  Hitherto  Frederick  had  been  the 
deiight  and  ofaief  oare^  as  he  was  the  com* 
panion  of  his  unde^  li&.  Days,  months^ 
and  yean»  had  glided  avsqr»  »^d  in  their 
fl^ht  had  nearly  raataied  the  losy  phiy- 
ful  boy  into  the  elegant  yonng  man,  when 
the  neoessity  et  paiüng  with  him  pain- 
fully  Struck  upon  the  leeliqga  et  sir  Hugh, 
as  ke  refened  to  lus   gena^bgicai  tree, 

where 
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where  he  had  inserted  the  date  of  fhis 
cherished  scion.  That  it  was  high  tune 
for  him  to  attend  the  univarsity,  if  he 
meant  to  ^ve  him  an  academic  education, 
he  was  now  convineed;  he  was  also  as 
certain  that,  from  the  profidency  he  had 
made  in  his  studies,  under  the  guidanöe 
of  Mr.  Meillard,  that  he  was  qualified  to 
appear  there  with  honour  to  himsel^  and 
credit  to  his  tutor ;  yet  the  pang  of  Sepa- 
ration was  hard  to  bear,  and  he  therefine 
wished  to  ward  it  off  as  long  as  possiUe ; 
but  the  ardour  of  study,  and  the  thirst 
after  knowledge  which  Frederick  had  im- 
bibed,  led  him  first  to  propose  the  Separa- 
tion. 

Myfod  Vale  again  exhilnted  an  aspect 
somewhat  different  from  the  mild  and 
pladd  one  which  it  had  lately  wom ;  every 
thing  now  seemed  bustle  and  confusion— 
so  many  arrangements  to  make  for  the 
comfort  and  accommodation  of  the  tra- 
vellers,  it  being  fixed  that  Meillard  was 
to  accompany  his  pupil — so  much  visit- 

ing. 
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ing,  by  way  of  taking  leave  of  friends,  &c. 
&c.  that  Frederick  was  glad  when  he 
eould  steaLan  hour  to  himself,  and  ramble 
unmolested  through  soenes  so  dear  to 
him.  At  such  times  a  soft  regret,  a  ten- 
der  melancholy,  would  steal  over  him,  as 
the  idea  arose  in  his  mind,  that  he  was 
shortly  to  quit  this  beloved  spot,  when  he 
would  give  vent  to  his  feelings  in  some 
little  poetic  description  like  the  foUow- 
ing:— 

"  Why  is  this  sad  silent  sigb  ? 
Why  this  tear  that  dews  mine  eye  ? 
Why  this  pain  so  smother'd  here, 
To  my  soul  so  sadly  dear  ? 
Tis  soft  melancholy's  pow'r — 
Oft  she  dims  the  radiant  hour, 
Stealing  o'er  my  senses  slow, 
As  the  veil  o'er  evening's  brow." 

Then  hastily  dashing  the  obtrusive  tear 
from  his  cheek,  he  would  endeavour  to 
dwell  on  scenes  towards  which  the  lively 
finger  of  hope  pointed  in  perspective. 
These  would  tum  the  current  of  his 
thoughts,  and  by  the  time   he  reached 

home. 
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home,  iwt  a  vestige  of  bis  veeent  metonr 
choly  was  dis^rmUe. 

How  evanesoent,  ok  youth,  are  tby 
joys  and  sorraws»  eharing  eacfa  oth^  £fce 
sunshine  a^d  doud !  The  doud  appeai% 
and  fbr  a  lime  our  prospects  are  over* 
shadowed,  and  we  fimcy  all  is  loat»  when 
despair  Stands  ready  to  overwhelm  ua 
Again  the  siin  breaks  farth  in  all  hk 
spkndour,  the  spivits  imperoeptifaly  be? 
come  buoyant,  and  all  the  recent  threateo- 
ing  evils  are  happily  forgotten. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTKJl  tt 

Heavily  ladöa  appearod  the  pinions  of 
Tkae,,  a&  they  bore  sir  Hugh  Singletoii« 
along  after  the  departure  of  his  nephew. : 
kx  bim  he  had  been  accustomed  to  look 
for  every  solaee  ajod  amusement,  botih  ip, 
sickness  and  in  healtb;  hk  bad:  beeni  tb^ 
band  to  smooth  the  pillow  of  the  one, 
and  to  gvve  a  HtU  higher  zest  to  the  en- 
joyment  of  the  other ;  and  wanting  him, 
the  baronet  seemed  to  want  every  thing 
that  could  render  life  deairable. 

Not  many  naooithis  had  elapsed  sinoe, 
ti^Q  d<^pai:tuj:e  of  Fuederick  and  Mr-  MeiXn 
lard  for  Oxford,  ere  thei  st^^tfxt  stream 
of  life,  which  flowed  languidly  along  in 
tbe  veins  of  sir  Hugh^  received  a  Mip, 
from  a  report  that  the  ruins  of  the  neigh- 
bouring  qastle»  which  he  still  de%hted  tß^ 

wander 
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wander  over  when  his  spirits  were  at  a 
lower  ebb  than  ordinary,  in  order  to  medi- 
tate  on  scenes  gone  by,  were  occupied  by 
some  inhabitant,  or,  as  the  common  peo- 
ple  rather  chose  to  express  it,  havmted. 
That  no  part  of  these  ruins  which  he  had 
ever  traversed,  and  he  believed  himsdf 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  whole, 
could  be  made  the  dwelling-place  of  any 
individual,  he  was  persuaded.  The  roof 
which  covered  every  part  of  the  building 
had  longssince  disappeared — 

— — "  And  the  voice  of  the  people  is  heard  no  more : 
the  thistle  shook  there  its  lonely  head :  the  inoss  whistled 
in  the  wind :'' 

while  the  tall  dismantled  towers,  and  high 
dilapidated  walls,  richly  covered  with 
twining  ivy,  were  all  that  now  remained 
to  threaten  destruction  to  all  below. 

<<  Why  dost  thou  build  the  hall»  son  of  the  winged  day  ? 
Thou  lockest  from  thy  towers  to-day ;  yet  a  few  yearsy 
and  the  blast  of  the  desert  comes ;  it  howls  on  thy  cmpty 
court,  and  whistles  round  thy  half-  worn  shield/' 

Where 
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Where  then,  amidst  this  desolation,  he 
questioned,  could  any  one  lay  concealed  ? 
But  lights»  it  was  reported>  had  been  seen 
there  at  different  times  of  the  night,  Cast- 
ing a  reflection  upon  several  parts  of  the 
falling  fabric,  as  they  were  supposed  to  be 
moved  in  different  directions;  when  at 
length  they  would  become  stationary^  is- 
suing  only  at  a  sort  of  loop-hole  which 
overlooked  that  side  of  the  Castle  laved  by 
the  river.  To  this  there  was  no  possible 
access  bat  by  a  boat;  and  even  in  that 
case  such  a  mode  of  approach  could  not 
be  accelerated  with  any  great  facility,  as 
the  Castle  itself  had  been  founded  on  a 
perpendicular  rock  many  feet  above  the 
water ;  and  the  loop-hole,  described  as  is- 
suing  the  light,  was  situated  several  feet 
higher  in  the  walls  of  the  Castle.  To  give 
credit,  therefore,  to  so  idle  a  report,  was 
fbr  sir  Hugh  impossible,  and  he  begged^ 
whenever  the  subject  was  alluded  to  in  bis 
presence,  that  it  might  be  dispensed  with. 

However  strongly  the  mention  of  this 

Singular 
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amgular  veport  might  be  forindden  in  Üie 
immediate  presence  of  siir  Hugb»  stiH  tfeie 
people  would  talk ;  bot  oould  tie  be  fK^ 
ventedat  all  times  fix>m  hearing  the  wldi- 
peis  and  siwnises  which  were  in  oonitwnl 
dreulaüaR  «round  him^  tili  at  lengUi  b» 
began  to  question  within.  hiinBelf  wbeäier 
it  waa  not  a  subfeet  worth  inquiring  ipfeg^ 
At  laigtib  h^  argued^  if  it  affi)rd^  m^  ai^ 
tiflfkcjjäoii  to  biDEttdf,  it  iwgbt  produc^!  cpn? 
▼iddon  in  tb#  nu«d$  of  oth^vs»  whon  th^ 
wease  assured  tb^t  no  we  could  obtain  sqjE^ 
fid^nt  abßlt^  HA  wy  paFt  of  thosenunqktQ 
make  them  babitaU^ ;  ßiid  aa  trO  ai^pcanfr 
tural  appewwc^  he  truated  tbat  he  shoidf 
have  suffici^it  m&wme  to  settle  tbeip 
upon  tbok  bead.  Tbi^  thinking^  1^  bl^ 
rcmet  was  ixcA  bHug  in  ibrming  tbe  resfdM- 
tioQ  of  watcbing  hiimelf  through  ih? 
night,  u^known  to  any  one^  wh^i  h$ 
eould  take  his  Station  m  difierent  partaof 
tbe  ruin,  m,  wder  to  ^ßc^Um  if  there  ww 
r^^Uy  ajpy  es^traordinaiy  appearanoe»  tp 
Warrant  so  wäd  a  eonjecture  as  tbat  of  any 

inhabitant 


äihabitäint  l'emlifi^  in  the  ^Castle ;  whcnh 
having  once  formed  the  design,  he  was 
a^t  ^k^  ih  ptittihg  it  hl  exßGeBtlum. 

t>äring  sev^rfill  «ights  tibt^ti  this  ItiAe- 
^gable  elüddät^A^  iof  n^steri^s^  IvrappeA 
In  'ft  long  watch->eöat,  t6ok  bis  stattiott  äli 
the  i^dhied  est^&e ;  and  ^  he  gUded  fh$m 
ba^emerit  tö  ba^femeo^  >or  leant  0tr«lr 
«he  mutiläted  walls  'c^  üie  topmöst  'towee, 
he  dcfighted  tö  ccmtecdplbte  the  brilhant 
«^c^ks  <^  ä  ^kie  Cü^eatdr;  «mid  Mrhüehfe 
vi^t^ed  the  gldriöus  öiK^Mse  above»  ^ 
^doiil  beeame  tv^ri^  te  «entbitisäastic  admm- 
idön,  änd  he  3öared  in  idea  «ofar  abotfe 
lim  sablünaiy  äphfäfe,  as  Gk»(Fcäy  ^^reminift^ 
%er  he  was  ätiU  one  of  earth^s  ibüoible  in- 
liäbitänts.  These  vdblgent  lumuiartes  «t 
4ength  fading  fltwby,  w^re  lost  in  Sol's  ^mir- 
feAotwäitindy,  wheh  sir  Hugh  woald  ve- 
toMi  <tö  tahe  ^sessi<m  of  the  ^sotieh  'he 
<bäd  ibifsaköli,  iuUy  oonrvinoed  'thät  ilo* 
grounds  ^xisted  for  the  idle  «pörts  whkJh 
ted>g(»ie^faioad,^d  which  wtaeiiio^  on 

bis 
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bis  part,  more  solemnly  into'dicted  than 
ever. 

The  accounts  received  fix>ni  Oxford  re- 
lative to  Frederick  were  highly  satis&c- 
tory.     MeUIard  constantly  spoke  in  the 
highest  terms  both  of  his  pupil's  conduct 
and  abilities;  stating,  moreover,  that  he 
had  not  only  obtained  the  eountenanoe  ci 
some  of  the  most  leamed  men  in  the  uni- 
versity,  but  had  also  received  sevend  ho- 
norary  considerations  for  his  Greek  and 
Latin    compositions,    which    gave   gresat 
promise  of  future  perfection.     This,  with 
the  handsome  stipend  allowed  by  the  in- 
dulgent  sir  Hugh,  enabled  him  to  appear 
upon  an  equality  with  those  of  the  highest 
rank,  and  were  certain  passports  to  the 
first  Order  of  society ;  while  so  highly  was 
he  estimated  for  his  high  talents  and  sua- 
vity  of  manners,  that  to  be  known  to  Fre- 
derick Singleton  was  no  small  addition  to 
the  consequence  of  many  an  inferior. 

Sir  Hugh  was  now  looking  forward  to 

the 
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the  approaching  vacation  with  increasing 
delight,  as  it  would  again  retum  his  be- 
loved  nephew  to  Myfod  Vale,  when  Al- 
lan, who  was  still  hale  and  hearty,  though 
some  fourscore  winters  had  passed  his 
head,  crept  into  the  room  to  inform  the 
baronet  that  the  beautiful  new  horse 
wjiich  he  had  purchased  for  young  master 
was  arrived,.  adding — "  'Tis  a  beautiful 
creature,  your  honour,  and  I'U  Warrant  me 
but  he  will  sit  it  well,  and  look  as  grand 
as  a  prince,  just  as  he  used  to  do  when  he 
would  gallop  away  with  his  little  poney, 
and  lead  me  many  a  scramble.  Poor 
poney,"  he  continued,  with  a  sigh,  "  your 
master  is  rather  too  tall  to  ride  you  now ; 
and  you,  as  well  as  old  Allan,  must  soon 
be  laid  upon  the  shelf." 

"  Well,  my  old  fiiend,"  replied  the  be- 
nevolent  sir  Hugh,  "  we  can  none  of  us 
arrest  the  flight  of  Time,  you  know,  and 
must  therefore  leam  to  abide  his  eonse- 
quenees ;  but  we  will  take  care  to  make 
the  shelf  as  easy  as  we  can  both  to  you 

and 
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and  the  poney;  so  go  and  reoehre  llie  mew 
steed,  and  see  tbat  he  is  properly  täkm 
careof." 

Away  yrent  Allan,  y/bSüst  a  tear,  tviädi 
he  gave  to  the  tnemory  of  ''auld  Jäog 
syne,"  glistened  in  his  eye ;  and  he  pto- 
ceeded  to  recall  the  day  s  of  his  youth,  ^wliai 
all  was  joy^  hilarity,  itnd  ddlight ;  bat 
which,  he  sadly  reflected,  had  qiiickly  patt- 
ed  away,  leaving  pain,  Ä€fbility,  and  Texa^ 
tiön  of  spirit,  in  their  steäd. 

The  figure  of  Frederick  Singld:(iii, 
ivhen  he  again  became  an  irihatiitatlt  61 
Myfod  Vale,  could  not  feil  to  strike  eveiy 
beholder,  from  the  great  improvemetlt 
which  had  taken  place  since  hils  residenoe 
ät  the  university.  From  a  boy  his  figtife 
had  been  considered  as  isingularly  igracefiofl, 
and  his  cötttTtenance,  consisting  of  features 
stamped  in  the  finest  model  of  Itonmii 
beauty,  was  ffemarkably  intelligent.  1B3b 
hair,  of  the  raven's  glossy  hue,  cuded 
Wide  and  bigh  over  his  prominent  "fbi*. 
head»  whilst 
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^'  llis  eye,  an  intellectual  lance/' 

darted  forth  fires  that  blazed  within.  On 
such  a  countenance  as  this,  when  united 
with  anexpression  of  sensibility>  cotnbinöd . 
with  every  noble  and  generous  passion, 
could  any  one  refuse  to  gaze  vt^ithout  ad- 
imration?  and  whilst  sir  Hugh  tenderly 
embraced  this  object  of  bis  hopes,  he  in- 
wardly  confessed  that  he  looked  more 
worthy  to  be  the  Iteir  of  a  dukedom  than 
of  Myfod  Vale. 

With  the  glowing  heart  of  a  parent  ex- 
ulting  in  the  proficiency  of  his  first-bom 
son,  did  sir  Hugh  Singleton  now  write  to 
lady  Ap-Howel,  minutely  detailing  the 
improvements  and  accomplishmentsöf  fais/ 
highly-prized  favourite ;  when,  as  he  was 
ahoHt  to  put  the  finishing  stroke  to'his- 
letter,  Frederick  entered,  and  knowing  to 
ivfaom  he  was  writing,  he  begged  his  uncle 
would  add  his  entre^ties  to  his  own,  that 
her  ladyship,  with  her  young  chai^e, 
would  not  suffer  the  time  allöwed  for  his 

VOL.  III.  c  vacation 
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vacation  to  elapse  without  making  her 
pFomised  visit  to  the  Vale. 

Although  it  was  some  yeara  sinoe  Üieae 
juvenile  friends  had  met,  neitber  had  ftr- 
gotten  the  other;  nor  was  it  Iikely  fiie 
impressdcm  which  each  had  received  under 
circumstances  so  extraordinaiy  and  roDm- 
tic  should  be  obliterated  from  their  mindt; 
each  then  continued  to  look  forward  to- 
wards  a  meeting  at  a  future  period,  wbikt 
both  endeavoured,  with  the  greatest  de^ 
gree  of  application,  to  render  thenotsehres 
worthy  of  each  other's  approbation.  Of 
personal  beauty  they  thought  nothing,  as 
far  as  regarded  themselves;  they  were 
ojsly  sensible  that  the  other  was  handsome; 
and  if  at  any  time  an  alhision  was  loade 
to  the  beauty  of  either»  they  only  valned 
the  possession  as  the  means  of  rendenpg 
them  mpre  ^^eeable  to  each  other ;  aild 
the  period  of  their  meeting  was  now  look* 
ed  foFward  to  with  equal  impatienoe  oa« 
both  sides, 

""Hold 


^  Hbld  yoür  lafigues^  yoit  gpbberiog 
youtig  fools,  you,"  med  old  AUm»  in  af 
peevish  tone,  to  some  of  tbe  8taUe«>boi7S, 
ds  Frederick  was  passlog  that  wmy  to  take 
a  look  at  the  stud ;  ^*  haven't  I  told  yoü 
fifty  iitnes,  and  fifty  at  Ihe  end.  c^  ttert, 
there  is  no  siioh  a  tbing  aa  ä  ^A^l ;  and! 
that  his  honour  iviU  turn  the  fihA^  üf  you 
ttwäy  that  dates  to  talk  of  the  Me  at  thef 
Castle  ?*" 

*^  Oh,  ho !"  cried  a  pert  groom,  aa  lie  was 
currying  his  master's  hopse^  *^  then  y<m  al^ 
low,  master  Allan,  that  there  is  a  gtost, 
after  all,  at  the  Castle,  eh  ?"* 

"  Who  ?  I — I  aUow  of  ghost$  and  gob-. 
lins  ?'*  eried  Allan,  in  akrm  \  "  I  aHc^w  of 
no  such  thing,  and  finiily  befieve  tfaem' 
never  was  such  a  tbing  since  tbe  days^  of 
Saul,  wfaen  the  wiljph  ot  Endm*  ootijüred 
up  tbe  spirit  of  Samuel ;  änd  th^^efibre  I 
am  smre  I  never  satd  t^ere  war» gbioit  afc 
the  easäe  or  any  where  eise;  and  iE  yiovL 
have  a  mind  to  keep  your  x^ao^  Hr.llu 
niothy,  youfll  be  iäent  ahoufe  it  th&C" 

c  S  whm 
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when  away  went  Allan,  having^  by  his 
interference,  put  an  end  to  the  forlndden 
discourse  amongst  them  for  the  present. 

"  To  what  do  these  people  allude?" 
thought  Frederick,  as  he  passed  on.  **  A 
ghöst  at  the  castle,  did  they  say,  and  for- 
bidden  by  their  master  to  talk  of  it— 
wbence  this  mystery,  and  from  what  can 
it  proceed?  I  never  remember  hearing 
of  such  a  tale,  yet  it  is  eertain  that  such  an 
<ine  exists, '  and  as  equally  eertain  that  I 
must  sift  it  to  the  bottom.** 

At  first  he  thought  of  retuming  imme- 
diately  to  the  stables,  and  by  demanding 
an  explanation  of  the  servants,  make  him- 
seif  master  at  once  of  the  secret ;  but  a 
moment's  reflection  brought  to  his  nlind 
that  the  subj^t  was  a  forbidden  one— 
forbidden  too  by  his  unde ;  it  would  there- 
fore  ill  beoome  him  to  engage  these  men 
in  a  discourse  directly  opposite  to  the  will 
of  their  master;  or  to  worm  a  secret  from 
them  which  he  wished  not  to  be  divulged. 
— r"  No^*^  he  half  repeated  to  himself,  M 

must 
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must  not  lead  them  to  an  act  of  disobe-r 
dience;"  and  he  passed  on,  still  musing 
as  to  what  he  had  heard  respecting  the 
ghost  at  the  Castle. 

After  reflecting  some  days  on  the  extra- 
ordinary  circumstance  which  he  found 
was  thus  affixed  to  the  ruins,  where  he 
could  traee  many  of  his  boyish  gambols^ 
and  with  whose  every  part  he  was  perfect- 
ly  acquaintedy  and  having  in  vain  trusted 
to  Chance  for  a  farther  eluddation  of  the 
mysterious  tale,  he  detennined  to  apply 
to  Allan  himself  for  information  on  the 
subject.  The  old  man  he  knew  could 
deny  him  nothing ;  and  should  sir  Hugh 
discover  that  he  had  been  too  communica- 
tive  on  this  forbidden:the[ne,.it  would  be 
a  very  easy  matter  for  Allan  to  obtain  for- 
giveness  for  his  lapse  of  duty;  besides, 
from  him  it  would  go  no  further,  and; 
therefore  he  considered  there  would  be^ 
less  impropriety  in  tempting  the  old  man; 
to  confess  all  he  knew  sü[>out  it  than  any: 

c  3  other 
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other  of  the  domestics : — an  opportunitf 
was  not  long  wanting. 

Allan,  on  being  questioned  by  hiayoung 
master,  at  first  seen>ed  averse  to  answertng. 
his  questions,  and  contrived^  by  all  the  adr 
dress  he  was  master  of,  to  tum  the  sufajeet; 
but  Frederick,  gmwn  moreT  eager  by  re- 
pulse,  at  length  so  elosely  pressed  his  n- 
cient  friend,  that  he  could  no  longer  vary 
from  the  point,  and  i»  a  short  time  bis 
inquiries  were  fully  gratified  by  leammg 
all  that  Allan  had  to  communicate  on  the 
business. 


CHAPTER  IlL 


^#^^#^  »»*»## 


It  was  not  in  the  nature  of  our  liero  to  be 
appalled  by  the  fabrication  of  a  ghost  tak : 
neither  was  he  so  credulous  as  to  belieYe 
that  any  reasonable  person  would  have 

ehosen 
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chosen  a  habitafion  in  so  incomtnodious  a* 
Spot  äs  this  ruinous  Castle ;  but  h^  was  ra^ 
ther  led  to  oonjecture  that  it  thight  be 
some  of  the  wandering  tribes,  towfaom  h^ 
had  beeii  so  much  indebted  in  bis  youtb, 
who  had  there  found  a  temporary  refuge 
fbr  their  own  conveniency,  or  perhaps 
the  terrific  Ambrose  himself,  whose  fright^ 
ful  physiognomy  had  left  too  deep  an  im- 
pressicm  on  his  youthful  memory  ever  td 
be  erased ;  however,  of  this  he  was  deter-^ 
mined  that  a  short  time  shöuld  ascertaiii 
the  faet. 

Between  the  highly-esteemed  Meillard 
and  his  dodle  pupil,  from  their  first  khow- 
ledge  of  eaeh  other,  there  had  been  no> 
GoncealmentSi  in  regard  to  the  common 
oceurrences  and  transactions  of  life ;  and 
to  have  made  a  secret  of  the  subject  in 
question,  would  have  been  trespassing 
upon  that  branch  of  communioix  which 
had  hitherto  subsisted  between  tliem.  To 
do  this,  therefore,  was  by  üo  means  Fre- 
derick'8  intetition,  and  he  immediately 

c  4  sought 
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good  friend,  in  order  to  ac- 
ith  the  stoiy,  and  also  to 
in  assisting  him  to  fathom 

lo  was  a  man  of  deep  rea- 
18  triie  Courage,  saw  the  lie- 
'elling  this  business,  which, 
was  no  scheme  of  mischief 
a  tendency  to  awe  and  dis- 
weakened  by  superstition ; 
mediately  consented  to  join 
s  plan,  which  was  that  of 
nselves  at  different  periods,' 
Hiigh,  amongst  the  ruins ; 
ned  no  doubt  that  by  so 
lould  be  able  to  detect  the 
X)ceedir2gs  so  confidently 
ny  such  i-eally  existed. 
veW  satisfied  to  have  such 
his  friend,  lost  no  time  in 
the  nieasures  proper  to  be 
he  next  evening  was  fixed 
heir  design  in  execütion. 
1  had  sir  Hugh,  upon  this 

momentous 


PfiAKS  ÄND  CAAES:  SÜ^ 

momentous  night,  bade  &rewell  to  the^ 
young  men,  and  retired  to  rest,  thän  they 
stole  out,  and  secretly  and  silently  pürsued 
their  way  to  the  Castle.    Night  had  drawn^ 
her  ebon^coloured'  mantle  dpsdy  around ;: 
scarce  a  star  glimmered*  in  the  dark  ex- 
panse  t»'  guide  them  on  their  way;  and  it 
was  not  tili  after  some  difiiculty  tiiat  they 
found  themselves  befbre  the  little  wicket; 
by  which  they  gained  an»entrance  into.tlie* 
first  oourt     Here,  after  they.  had  put  to^ 
ftight  a  papcel  of  bats,.  and  a  sc^tary  owl* 
that  was  hooping  in  one  of  the  turrets^ 
just  above  them,  all  Was^  silent  äs  the 
grave ;:  and  here  it  was  agreed  they  should* 
divide  from  each  other  suffidentiiy  to  oc-r 
cupy  different  stations^  andi  yet  in  case 
eiüier  should  make  discoveries,  to  remain 
near  enough  to  be  within  liearing.    This 
scheme  effected,   Frederick  climbed  up 
oneof  thefallingramparts  which  ran  along-. 
side  of  tiie  court,.  overspread  with  weeds 
and  tangled  grass,.  whilst  Meillard  took 
possession  of  a  snug  corner  in.  what  was. 

c  5-  supposed^ 
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supposed  to  haveonoe  been  the  gnoid^ 
banqueting-room,  on  the  qppoa&te  ttde. 
The  night  was  Gold  and  chill;.  tbe  &m 
Stars  which  had  hitherto  shed  a  twiidcfing 
light  had  disappeaied,  and  the  mutOated 
walls»  towering  turrets^  and  pointed  pra^ ' 
jections,  were  scatcely  visible^  as^wrapt  in 
meditation,  Frederick  idbwly  paced  tlie 
battlement  whence  he  had  tak«i  bis  Sta- 
tion. Yet,  dreary  as  was  the  hour,  he 
feit  a  peculiar  charm  attaehed  to  the  ntoa- 
tion  he  had  chosen — a  charm  produoed  bjr  ■ 
the  association  of  ideas,  as  he  recalled  the 
many  happy  hours  he  had  spent  in  climb. 
iug  amid  those  very  ruins,  at  an  age  when 
all  is  sweet,  all  is  attractive,  in  the  eyes  of 
youth ;  and  as  he  continued  to  muse  on 
the  days  gone  by,  a  soft  and  tender  me« ' 
lancholy  stote  over  bis  soul,  and  steeped  • 
his  senses  of  the  awful  present  in  fbrget» 
fulness. 

From  the  Castle  his  imagihation  wan« 
d««d  to  St.  Arvens ;  there  he  beheld  him^ 
seif  amongst  his  fornier  schoolfeUows,  and . 

the 
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Üie  excellent  Mr.  Bonus;  frotn  thence  w 
coincidenoe  of  circuinstdnees  earriäd  hinr 
in  ideb  to  Htm  rayine,  the  nxky  cMh,  and 
its  d^ar  inhabitants,    Here  he  öould  paiise^ 
ibr  the  bare  reoollection  of  öhe  bf  them* 
was  soiBdinnt  to  stay  bis  wanderings,  aiidb 
appiropriate  all  he  had  left  of  reinembrance 
to  hefSelf ;  and  when  the  time  would  ar- 
rive  that  he  should  again  see  her  lovely 
playfuleountenance^-4igain  hear  the  sweet-^ 
est  i^oice  that  ever  gave  mand  to  utter- 
ance»  tioiW  oociipied  hiis  mind»  when  he* 
was  suddenly  dföu^ed  from  the  reverie 
which  had  taken  possessicm  of  hira,  by 
peroeiving  a  small  glimmering  light,  that 
flashed  at  interrals  üpon  some  öf  the  bro« 
ken  arches  in  the  eourt  beloW. 

The  pleasihg  meditations  in  which  oilr 
fiiero  had  indulged  ht  the  last  hour  or  two,. 
ihstantaneously  tooit  fltghi;  When  seif- 
collected,  he  immediately  prepared'to  as- 
certain  from  wlience  the  appearance,.  which 
had  so  fbrdbly  Struck  him,  proceeded ;  atid 
deseending  from  his  elevation  as  q^iickly 

q  6  and 
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and  BS  silenüy  as  possible,  he  gftve  Hat 
appointed  Signal  to  Meillärd^  who  Was'al 
his  side  in  a  moment.  Frederick  inrtakiüy 
disclosed  what  he  had  seen,  wh&ti  bötfa^ 
withoiit  hesitation^  pushed  forward  td  the 
adjoining  court ;  but  bere  a  sniaU  difficullj 
arose,  which  precladed  their  speedy  en- 
t.rance.  The  heavy  arched  door»  whicb 
divided  the  courts  from  each  other,  having 
lost  its  fastenings;  had  sunk  in  front,  and« 
refused  in  Gonsequenee  to  move  uf^ön  ^ 
creaking  hinges;  and  when  at  lengtbf 
forced  open  by  the  united  strengtfa  q& 
botli,  such  an  entanglement  af '  briars, 
brambles,  and  otber  noxious  shrubs,  had 
shot  forth  under  its  protection,  as  nearly 
to  bar  their  passage.  At  this  junctur^' 
however,  a  stream  of  light  gleaming  along 
the  walls  was  visible  to  both^  when,  as 
"  Courage mounteth  with  occasion,"  they- 
made  a  bolder  effort,  and  springing  for- 
ward, overleaped  the  difficulties  that  ob- 
structed  theni,  and  were  just  in  time  -to 
behold  the  imperfect  shadow  of  a  human: 

form. 


F£AES  AND  CAIIES«  37 

form,  as  it  flitted  pUst  a  projecting  part  o£ 
the  ruki,  and  as  suddenly  to  witness  its  dis*- 
appearance» — "  Did  you  observe  the  sha- 
dow  ?"  hastily  questioned  Frederick,  as  he 
seized  the  arm  of  his  friend :  *^  it  was  cer- 
tainly  that  of  a  man^  a»d  pvoves  beyond 
a  doubt  that  some  one  is  lurkmg  here ; 
bowever,  we  Will  do  our  best  to  unkennel 
him." 

^^  I  certainly  saW  sometbing  of  a  shade," 
replied  Meäkird»  '^  which».  as  far  as  I  catii 
coDJecture^  bore  the  semblanee  of  aman, 
whom  I  imagine  might  be  alaVmed  by  the 
noise  we  made  in  scrambling  through  the. 
bushies,  and  has  thought.  &t  to  decamp  as. 
speedily  as.possible." 

**  Veuy  likely,"  said  Frederick,  in  a* 
whidper ;  "  but  let  us  tum.  this  corner^, 
which  wuU  bring  US  ii^  front  of  the  chapel», 
wher'eit  i&likeLy  he  may  have  screened 
himself  firom  our  fiurther  Observation." 

**Agi«ed,"  returned  bis  fiitnd;  **hut,^, 
at  the  same  time,  let  us  guard  against  the 
river,.  which,,  you  know,  laves  the  perpen-. 

dicular 
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diciilar  rock  on  whieh  these  very  wdb 
arefounded ;  and  should  We  take  ä  tumbfe»' 
our  beads  might  be  none  of  the  deaiMC 
by  the  time  we  reaehed  the  deptha  below.*^ 

"Oh,,  never  fear !"  cried  Frederick,  eager 
in  the  pursuit  of  what  he  believed  to  be* 
some  midnight  robber»  who  bad  chosen 
tiiis  place  as  afibrding  a  shelter  for  bis  de- 
predations,  "  never  fear !  I  know  eveiy 
creek  and  tum  of  the  ruin,.  and  will  oer- 
tainly  lead  you — ^*  sqfe,  he  would  haye 
added,  when  their  ears  wene  startled  by  a 
body,  which  apparently  plunged  into  thC 
water  immediately  beneath  their  feet,. 
and  which  continued  to  paddle  for  a  se- 
cond  or  two,  as  if  endeavouring  to  gain^ 
the  shore :  when  the  splashihg  died  away,. 
the  sound  eeased,  and  all  became  silent^ 
and  gloomy  as  before. 

Struck  with  constemation,.  the  friends 
remained  a  few  minutes  without  givirig 
utterance  to  the  fears  that  assailed  them,. 
when  Frederick  hesitatingly  excläimed-'— 
**  Surely  it  could  not  be  the  unhappy 

creature 
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creature  whom  we  are  in  piirduit  of,  and 
who^  in  hur  eagemesi»  to  escape  our  ^cmi'- 
tiny^  may  have  missed  his  footing^  and  by^ 
so  doing  have  met  a  premature  grave? 
Oh,,  my  fViend !  ahould  thid:  indeed  be  the 
ease,  what  remorse  will  my  unwarrantable' 
curiosity  oocasion  me  T 

^  Do  not  regaid  the  circumstanM-  in  * 
that  light,  my  deär  Wteäetick,**  said  Meil^' 
lard,  •*  nor  suffer  your  noWe  spiiit  to  he* 
cast  down  by  such  a  easu^ty ;  the  sound ' 
wlüch  has  thus  alarmed  you  may  have 
been  oceasioned  by  a  part  of  the  mutilated»* 
►wall,  whiclL  this  person,  in  his  burry  to ' 
escape  our  Observation,  has  thrown  dov#n ;: 
for  without  doubt  he  was  too  well  ac- 
quaiuted  with  the  ground  he  was  tread- 
ing,  to  fall  a  victim  to  heedlessness  him- 
self;  and  now,  as  I  bdieve  here  end' oiir 
adventures  for  the  night,  with  your-  per- 
mission^  I  think  we  may  a^  wdl,.  before 
daylight  detectisi  hs  in  our  rambles,.  en- 
deavour  tö  regaia  possessionof  our  aparte 
ments." 

Frederick 
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Frederick  offered  no  objeetion  to  hb- 
friend's  proposal;  and  arm  in.  arm  they 
hastüy  quitted  the  dreäry  pile. 

Sleep  brought  not  its  u$ual  degree  o£ 
peace  to  the  bosom  of  Frederick.  Agi- 
tating  dreams  pursued  him  through  the 
remainder  of  the  night,  and  disquieting 
apprehensions  haunted  him  during  the 
day — apprehensions  of  his  having  been^. 
thoiigh  inadvertently,.  aecessary  to  the 
death  of  a  fellow-creature ;  and  it  was- 
with  the  iitmost  difficulty  that  he  oould. 
hide  4iis  anxiety  from  the  Observation  o£ 
sir  Hugh. 

Night  again  surrounded  the  hemi- 
sphere  with  darkness^  when  our  hero,  more 
eager  than  ever  to  obtain  a«  sohition  ta 
this  seeming  myster}%  prevailed  on  Meil- 
lard  to.  accompany  him  a  second  tinie  to 
the  scene  of  action.  Fortunately  for  our 
adventurers,.  sir  Hugh  retired*  much  ear- 
lier  than  usual  to  hisrepose.  The  murky 
clouds  also  that  obscured  the  horizon  the 
preceding  evening   had,   in  part,  passecf. 

away,, 
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away,  and  given  place  to  a  young  mooii» 
whose  light  enabled  them  better  to  ex- 
plore  the  part  they  wi&hed,  in  order  to 
discover  if  any  of  the  walls  had  recently 
given  way  suffidently  to  have  precipitated 
any  one  into  the  gulph  below. 

Every  part  of  the  moiüdering  pile, 
"within  the  vicinity  of  the  supposed  träns- 
action,  now  underwent  the  strictest  in- 
vestigation  from  the  indefatigable  friends ; 
but  nothing  riesembling  a  recent  fracture 
was  visible,  when,  puzzled  more  than 
ever  to  äccount  för  the  phenoinenon  which 
had  so  much  astönished  them^  both  in  re- 
gard  to  the-appearance  of  the  shadow 
on  the  building,  as  well  as  the  splashing 
in  the  water^  they  seated  themsel ves  ön  a 
projecting  fragment,  in  order  once  more 
to  discuss  the  subject  *   " 

The  inoon  was  now  fast  sinking  behind 
the  distant  hills,  and  in  hei*  retreat  she 
cast  her  pale  reflecting. light  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  Castle,  which  was  faintly  dis« 
tinguished  in  the  water  by  a  ilarrow  stream 

of 
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of  lustre  that  shot  across  it  The  eflect 
was  striking ;  and  as  the  ftiends  leant  fbr- 
ward  to  observe  it  more  particularly»  i 
paddling  in  the  water  again  assailed  thdr 
ears,  and  in  a  moment  they  beh^ld  the 
figure  of  a  man  seated  in  a  small  boa^ 
immediately  passing  in  the  moon's  shadow, 
and  which  was  as  quickly  lost  again  iili 
the  obscurity  of  the  walls  of  the  Castle, 

^  Ah,  my  fiiend !"  exdaimed  Frederick, 
jumping  on  his  feet, ''  this  is  oertainly  the 
same  mysterious  fellow  that  gave  ine  so 
much  uneasiness  last  night  Well,  thaAk 
Heaven,  he  is  safe !  and  again  '  my  bo- 
som's  lord  sits  lightly  on  his  throne/  Büt 
what  is  the  next  plan  to  be  pursued  ?  fw 
positively  I  must  have  the  honour  of  his 
acquaintance.'* 

**  My  advice,**  replied  Meillard,  "  is, 
that  for  this  night  we  give  up  all  further 
pursuit,  as  it  appears  to  me,  from  the 
height  on  which  we  now  stand,  that  no-^ 
thing  more  can  be  discovered  here..  From 
your  account,  and  my  own  Observation» 

na 
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no  habitable  part  oin  exist  in  tlie  ätua* 
tion  upon  a  level  with  us ;  if  therefi»^ 
any  penson  has  thought  fit  to  take  up 
their  abode  in  these  ruins»  it  must  be  in 
some  subtermneous  nook,  which  probably 
has  an  outlet  or  oommunication  with  the 
river,  that  from  generaticHi  to  genemtion 
has  bathed  the  rocky  foundation  of  the 
Castle.  It  were  therefore  best,  1  should 
think,  that  cur  next  effort  ^hould  be  to 
reoonnoitre  the  mte  next  the  watet.** 

•'  Agreed^"  cried  Firedetick ;  "  and  now 
fi>r  home  and  good  repose  t<Mi]glit,  that^ 
we  may  dream  of  success  the  following 
one.** 

The  next  scheine  which  the  frknd« 
meditated  the  putting  in  praictiüe,  in  ütdet 
to  gratify  their  curiosity,  seemed  rather 
more  dif&cult  to  aecomplish  than  those 
which  they  had  hitherto  indu^^  in.  In- 
cn'der  to  aecomidish  their  designs,  the  first 
thing  necessary  was  to  k)ok  out  £»*  a  boat 
proper  fbr  the  ooeasion,  and  it  was  some 
time  before  Frederidc  eould  filnd  one  whose* 

owner 
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owner  he  could  rely  upon  for  secrecy  and 
punctuality.  At  length,  however,  he  olv 
served  a  shrewd-looking  boy  constantly 
paddling  up  and  down  the  river  eveiy 
evening,  in  order  to  draw  up.  the  neb 
which  he  had  deposited  for  small  frym 
the  morning ;  and  as  he  glided  under  the 
walls  of  the  Castle,  a  fearful  hue  would 
steal  over  his  countenance,  and  betray  the 
trepidation  he  in  vain  tried  to  dissipate^ 
either  by  looking  timidly  another  wayf 
or  setting  up  a  loud  disoordant  wbisüe^ 
as  his  boat  oontinued  to  float  slowly  dövnt 
the  stream.  From  this  youth»  Frederick 
thought  he  might  obtain  what  he  wanted ; 
it  was  a  sort  of  thing  that  was  not  likely 
to  draw  Observation  from  its  novelty,  and 
therefore  the  better  adapted  to  their  pur- 
pose ;  when  having  agreed  upon  the  hour^ 
and  named  the  evening,  they  had  only  to- 
desire  the  boy  to  fasten  his  boat  amongst 
sqme  reeds  contiguous  to  the  Castle. 

"  The  Castle»  your  honour!"  repeated 
Üie  boy>  in  amazement..    '^  Did  your  ho-: 

nour 


rSAES  AND  CABES.  45 

noiir  really  say  the  Castle?  Why  there 
be  mortal  stränge  sights,  they  say,  as  has 
been  seen  there — ^lights  flashing  over  the 
walls/  and  groans  loud  enough  to  frighten 
the  heart  of  a  Seot,  as  soon  as  ever  *tis 
dark.  However,  III  take  care  your 
honour  ßhall  have  the  boat;  though  I 
wouldn't  go  there  myself  in  the  night  for 
king  George's  crown,  let  alone  bis  riches 
into  the  bargain." 

At  the  appointed  time  Frederick,  as  he 
had  expected,  found  the  boat  safe  moored 
för  their  accommodation,  and  jumping  into 
k»  accompanied  by  Meillard,  they  imme- 
diately  loosened  her  from  her  moorings, 
and  sei  forth  in  quest  of  adventures.  The 
nioon,  now  at  the  füll,  had  risen  an  hour 
er  twö  before  in  all  her  meridian  splendour ; 
and  as  she  cast  her  broad  refulgent  light 
over  the  seene,  every  tower  and  mutilated 
batüement  of  the  building  before  them 
became  strikingly  Visible.  All  around  at 
the^same  time  was  profoündly  silent— not 
a  breeze  whispered  in  the  oppösite  foliage» 

not 
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not  a  ripple  stirred  the  dßur  Aoe  of  the 
deep,  BS  they  glided  onder  tihe  dark  d» 
dow  of  the  rocks  bdk>w,  aaTe  the  fanAoi 
oar  dipping  at  intarvab  ia  the  mbmrj 
stream.—*'^  In  such  a  night  aa  thia,'*  mar- 
mured  Frederick, 

**  Wben  the  sweet  wind  did  gently  kiss  tlie  trees, 
Andthey  did  make  no  noitie — in  such  a  night- 


"  Hush !''  cried  Meillard, ''  thia  ia  not  t 
time  to  be  poetical.  Can  you  diacem  what 
the  object  is  immediately  before  us  ?" 

^'  Indeed  I  can,"  returned  Fredariek,  in 
an  undier-tone ;  ^^  it  is  oertainly  a  boat  which 
approaches,  steered  by  a  solitary  individuaL 
Let  US  lay  to  here,  under  this  natural 
arcb,  and  otiaerve  bis  movements." 

The  object  befbre  them  had  started  fi»ifa^ 
as  if  by  magic ;  it  had  not  passed  them, 
neitber  had  they  fer  any  length  of  way 
witnessed  its  advanee.  Fram  whenoe  then 
could  it  come^  if  not  fiom  some  oufilet  in 
the  Castle,  and  which  it  rauat  now  br  thdr 
baaineiB  feddiioover? 

In 


In  a  moment  the  paddling  c^oars  gave 
ijotice  tbat  the  strangeifa  boalr  was  alceadjr 
ia  motion;  and  with  ahnoist  brealUesa 
anxiety  tbe^  endeairoured  to  catdi  a 
glimpse  of  thia  singuhr  personige  as  he 
rowed  down  the  stream;  büt  ahhoögh: 
the  whole  radianc j  <^  the  mooti  plajed 
on  him  a3  he  passed,  so  dosely  was  the 
wbole  figure  enveloped,  that  it  was  alto* 
gethes  inipossible,  and  they  oontinued  na 
wiser  thari  they  were  for  the  scrutiny. 

The  splashing  oi  the  oors  was  aoon  lost 
in  the  distance,  and  a  drculair  winding  of 
the  river  as  quickly  concealed  the  mys* 
terious  stranger  from  their  view,  when 
the  friends  quitted  their  snug  retreat,  with 
a  view  of  discovering  if  there  was  any  in- 
let  by  which  this  persj^n  might  have 
gained  access  amongst  the  ruins,  and  then 
as  easily  disappear,  when,  after  winding 
closely  round  an  inequality  of  the  rock, 
they  discovered  a  large  cavity,  shelving 
upwards,  at  the  extremity  of  which  ap- 
peared  something  very  dark,  which,  upon 

Frederick's 
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Frederick's  leaping  from  the  boat^  and 
examining,  proved  to  be  a  low,  massy, 
arched  door,  oonstructed,  no  doubt,  to 
afibrd  an  escape  by  water,  should  such  an 
event  ever  be  found  expedient  by  the  in-, 
habitants  of  the  iabric/  and  which,  the 
friends  havhig  no  light  to  guide  them  in . 
their  search,  they  relinquished  their  pro- 
ject  of  farther  inspecting  the  hiterior  of 
this  subterraneous  passage  tili  another  op- 
portunity.  They  then  proeeeded  to  con* 
duct  the  boat  to  its  appointed  Station, 
where,  having  properly  fastened  it,  they 

once  more  sought  the  seclusion  of  Myfod 
Vale. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


The  next  morniiig>  as  the  family  party 
were  at  their  early  repast,  a  packet  was 
ddivered,  bearing  the  address  o^  sir  Hugb, 
and  which  the  servant  said  had  been 
brought  by  a  special  messenger  to  the  Vale, 
and  demanded  an  immediate  answer ;  when 
the  baronet»  dividing  the  seals,  discovered 
the  Signatare  of  lady  Ap-HoweL 

Many  had  been  the  pressing  invitations 
which  had  passed  on  the  side  of  sir  Hugh, 
and  longings  on  that  of  her  ladyship, 
for  a  Visit  to  Myfod  Vale,  without  either 
being  able  to  accomplish  their  desires, 
when  an  unexpected  drcumstanoe  inter- 
vened  to  call  sir  Howel  to  the  metropolis, 
where  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  tQ 
spend  some  months.  This  her  ladyship 
thought  a  favourable  opportunity  for  grati- 

VOL.  III.  D  fying 
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fying  her  wishes ;  she  therefore  sought 
and  obtained  permission  to  pass  the  inter« 
mediate  time  of  bis  absence  between  her 

• 

brothers,  neither  of  whom  had  she  vidted 
siiice  her  marriage ;  and  the  letter  now  in 
qiiestion  was  to  announce  the  joyful  tid« 
ings,  as  wiell  as  to  request  that  ^otne  oiie 
would  give  her  and  her  proUgde  the  ttieet- 
ing  on  the  road,  as  she  was  depriv^  of 
an  escort  in  sir  Howel,  he  being  obfiged 
to  set  olit  on  bis  journey  befolg  ihe  quit- 
ted  home. 

Thiis  pleasing  intelligence  setoied  en- 
tirely  tö  derange  the  economy  of  fte 
br^akfast-table.  The  um  was  suffiss^  to 
cool,  the  l*oHs,  &c.  remained  tintoucbed, 
white  Fredefrick  and  bis  unde  vrete  utter- 
ing  littte  agreeaWe  soliloquies,  and  debat- 
ing  upon  the  arrängemeht  in  regittd  to 
the  requested  m^ting.  At  lengtti  it  was 
agreed  that,  as  sir  Hugh  had  lately  -Min- 
()läined  öf  a  cold,  which  so  long  a  jöunrfy 
might  notbenefit,  Frederick  himselfshouU 
take  pösisession  of  the  travelliftg-^^ariot, 

and 


and  he  i?ith  hst  kSysbip  at  tke  ip{Kadi}tad 
time  aiid  place. 

JMb  was  exBCÜj  ttint  «ur  liiiro  w$at* 
«d.  Thougli  some  yran  hadfossad  over 
faifi  head  since  he  had  quitted  the  Jsttib 
gid  wfao  had  so  Immaoely  attistcd  him  ki 
hia  iKMMlena0i,tkbe  remiiinbMnorpf  her  ww 
negier  to  be  effaacd  Srom  his  jOieinMT»  nor 

tiae  gratitude  lieexperißnoed^&ora^^ 
and  mostardeQtly  had  he  widitd  for  die  pe<- 
liodtlMtwcmldagam  iestoreiiei*ADbisji|^ 

13»  eoucier  nitw  fiA  ImgÜi  dif|>atab^, 
and  each  havtng  ^i^ed  fatt  mßßl  ä  ^s(m 
gmt^  Fredfirick  had  \ü$mp  i^ffki  io  ad- 
vert  itb  the  l^sioess  hy  whkh  hto  liad  beea 
60  muoh  Qocu]Med  fhe  fiiregoing  leveMoga» 
«d  mrfakh  he  was  determiiied  jfapuld  te 
^ffeotnaily  sifted  to  the  bottom  befece  be 
lud  done  with  it;  and  a  (epneiiltatim  was 
)B(gaia  jhdki  betwecai  liie  &teiid|»  a$' to  ^ 
best  method  of  ftroeeedifig. 

JicSttard»  wlnose  ei&perbiiee^eMl)led  him 
4so  jmik  A  little  dei^p^  into  (A^ingfB  tbän 
^  rin^fai^m^  pupil  fftlteg«i  fluit  it  "w^ 
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6f  no  yse  to  continue  iheir  nighily  obseN 
vations ;  for  if  tbere  was  any  persfon  who 
had  sougbt  concealinent  in  the  ruiired 
Castle»  it  must  evidently  be  in  the  sübter- 
raneous  pärt  öf  it,  and  nigJU  therefore 
could  bat  little  befriend  them  in  the 
search.  It  was  then  his  strenüous  opinioD, 
be  added,  that  by  gaining  an  entranoe  at 
the  conoealed  postern,  which  they  had 
observed  from  the  river,  and  which  he 
thoüght  it  easy  to  accomplish  at  low 
water,  they  might  be  able  to  obtain  all 
the  information  they  required. 

Frederick  instantly  saw  the  feasihility 
of  tbe  scheme  thus  suggested  by  his 
friend,  and  as  immediately  consented  to 
the  putting  it  in  execution;  when  an  ap- 
plication  was  again  made  to  the  young 
fisherman  for  the  loan  of  his  boat»  whidi 
he  was  requested  to  leave,  after  Casting 
his  nets,  at  the  same  place  as  usual, 

Tbis  the  böy  promised  to  do,  and  won- 
dering  within  himself  what  the  gende- 
men  could  see  in  his  dumsy  old  leaky 

vesseli 
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vessel,  to  take  such  a  fancy  to  it,  went 
whistling  about  bis  busines3. 

To  gain  an  entranoe  into  this,  place  in 
the  height  of  the  day,  Frederick  augured 
was  not  likely  to  be  productive  of  danger, 
yet  a  proper  degree  of  caution  might  be 
necessary  to  guard  them  against  surprises 
from  a  superior  number  of  persons;  for 
he  still  adhered  to  the  idea  of  its  beit^ 
the  rendezvous  of  some  lurking  or  pro- 
scribed  people ;  and  having  once  smarted 
under  the  lai^  c^  such»  he  thought  it  right 
to  be  forearmed  in  the  case,  and  therefore 
took  the  liberty  of  borrowing  a  pair  of  his 
uncle's  traveUing  pistols  for  the  occasion. 
These,  after  priming  and  loading,  he  se- 
cretly  deposited  about  his  person,  and  ac- 
companied  by  his  friend,  he  fearlessly  siet 
out  upon  what  he  hoped  would  prove  the 
final  expedition. 

The  tide,  as  they  had  expected,  when 
they  reached  the  river,  was  &st  receding, 
and  consequently  the  water  low,  which 
exaötly  suited.their  purpose;  when  pro- 

dS  ceeding 
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ceeding  to  teAvdi  for  thehr  litde  duSkf, 
they  found  it  sank  low  in  the  reedt  aad 
sedges  that  garnisfaed  Üie  river^s  faanksp 
wheti  onoe  mpre  taking  possesdön»  thcy 
hastily  isteered  towards  tte  objieet  of  dicir 
destimition. 

From  the  ebbtng  of  the  tide,  the  spaoe 
immediately  before  the  Uttle  postem  had 
been  left  nearly  dry,  which  drcumstanoe 
enabled  the  adventurers  to  obtun  a  firm 
footing — an  object  of  material  oonsequenoe, 
should  the  door,  as  they  feared,  temst  tfaeir 
iintted  efibrts  to  open  it.  The  eatrance, 
töwards  wbkb  they  had  now  steered  tkdr 
cöurse,  WM  an  excavation  through  the 
solid  rock,  on  which  the  Castle  was  finind- 
ed,  and  consisted  of  a  low  ribbed  ardi, 
scatcdy  sufBeient  in  height  for  a  düld  of 
ten  years  of  age  to  have  pasMd  through. 
This  was  filled  iip  by  a  door»  apparently 
construeted  of  oak,  and  of  an  immense 
thickness,  which  had  been  eovered  with 
a  Sheet  of  iron,  and  thiekly  stndded  with 
btoad-headed  nails»  in  ordar  to  prodoce  a 

greater 
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greater  degred  of seourity.  Part  c^tbis  door« 
notwithstandjng  its  iqimense  strength^ 
seemed  gone  to  decay ;  the  iron  h|4  fallen 
away  with  rust,  and  iqrtead  of  having 
immense  fkstenings  tp  ocMQteQd  with»  they 
found  it  give  way  upon  it&i  (srraking 
hihges  ii)ino(st  witl^  a  touch*  To  entec 
then  into  these  subterrapean  paasages  wa^ 
all  that  now  remained,  when  Frederick, 
stepping  foremost,  and  gmsping  one  of 
the  pistols,  while  he  presented  the  other 
to  bis  friend,  darted  into  the  obspqni  va^ 
cuity  ivhich  awaited  him  heycoid. 

All  was  now  profound  glopm,  save  the 
small  degree  of  light  admitted  ftx)m^  the 
open  door,  and  whidi  was  just  soffi^nt 
to  reuder  it  **  darkness  visibfe.**  Cau- 
tiously  therefore  they  oontinued  to  feel 
their  way  along  a  narrow  passage^  which 
apparenüy  led  beyond  the  walls  of  the 
Castle,  when  suddenly  striking  their  feet 
against  some  impediment,  and  stooping  to 
examine  as  to  what  had  tbus  in^^eded  their 

D  4  progress^ 
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progress,  they  discovered  a  flight  of  steps 
leading  upwards;  these  they  gradually 
ascended  to  a  considerable  heiglit,  when 
they  were  agreeably  surprised  by  a  glimYner- 
ing  light  at  the  top,  which,  on  tbeir  nearer 
approach,  appeared  to  issiie  throiigh  the 
crevice  of  a  bmken  door.  Here  the  fiiends 
deemed  it  expedtent  to  stop  and  recon* 
iioitre  a  little  before  they  ventuied  to  pro- 
ceed  any  farther.  All  aronnd  them  was 
still  as  death.  Not  a  sound  was  to  be 
heard,  save  the  throbbing  of  their  own 
pulses,  as  they  stood  listening  in  ahnost 
breathless  agitatioTi,  when  it  was  at  leiigth 
agreed  between  tliem  to  force  this  barrier 
also,  and  which^  like  the  former,  shewed 
very  little  resistanee.  This  done»  they 
now  found  themselves  in  a  square  paved 
court,  Jighted  by  a  small  grated  aperture 
at  the  top,  which  led  them  to  conjecture 
they  were  now  on  the  ground-floor  of  the 
Castle,  and  from  whence  they  continued 
to  proceed  through  several  passages  simi- 

]ar 
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lar  to  the  first ;  but  not  a  vestige  of  any 
human  being  had  as  yet  met  their  inqitiir- 
ing  eyes. 

"  Hefe,**  Said  Frederiek,  ^  if  any  of  my 
old  acquaintahce  thought  proper  to  re- 
side,  they  maght  do  it  in  füll  security» 
and  be  very  well  sheltered  into  the  bar- 
gain,  as  the  building  stiU  remaina  firm  on 
tbis  8i&,  you  »ee  - 

**  True,**  answered  Meillard ;  "  biit  fiom^ 
the  continued  silence  that  seigns  around^ 
I  should  scarcdy  suppose  it  oould  boast 
ei  possessing  any  inhabitants.'' 

**  From  whence  then  the  light  aiid  the 
figure/*  qaestioned  Frederick,  "  the  ap- 
pearance  of  which  we  have  ourselves  so» 
lecently  witnessed?" 

**  That  I  am  totally  unablie  to;  account 
for,"  replied  the  othen  •*  Howevery  it 
does  not  appear  to- rae  at  present  that  we 
shall  retum  much  thewiser  for  our  ex- 
cursion ;  for  I  caa  perceiye  no  ftirther 
egressfrom  these  solitary  vaults^and  there- 
fove  conjecture  we  shall  be  obliged  to  re- 

B  5  trace 
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tmce  önr  äbeps  back  ig&in  $  eoMPqaently 
liet«  ends  our  peiiegrinntkm.* 

Just  as  Meillard  had  done  speakm^  ä 
laad  meezing,  w  if  irom  «ome  j^ctson 
«bove  tiieir  heads,  whoni  tiitocig^  He 
baüding/aiid  ottmcted  tbcvmttentfaxu 

^'  Harkf  eagcrly  exdained  i^Vedeiidt; 
^  Üiat  th««  is  «onae  tme  here  faesides  o«- 
selves  is  no w  certain ;  tet  us  tfaeräfixe»  iBBy 
•dear  Meiilard,  ^»oeed  with  cmtiöh,  and 
hy  atealkig  iiip<m  them  unairaiel;  we  Biagr 
^perhapft  (be  able  to  overpower  thcaif  eran 
if  they  are  isaperior  io  u$  ia  namber«'' 

Eram  liiaving  nowcantmaed  «om«  time 
«nder  ground,  itfaeir  eyas.  beotme  mope 
:iiccartomed  to  the  privatian  af  Hght,  and 
by  that  means  they  vrere  eniAkled  to  Me 
mach  niedrer  tfaan  when  they  first  entered 
the  cayemB.  Thns,  iqxm  a  seccmd  invet- 
tigation,  after  a  xmmite  -search,  tfaey  dis- 
«co^^ered  b,  smtdSi  opening  in  one  of  theae 
xxKirtB,  iifllf  cancealed  by  some  rubbobdi 
wfaich  leeiBed  to  have  lately  fiillen  in; 
4ihroa^  tfaos»  to  their  great  joy^  they  dis- 

covered 
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covered  a  nafrow  fliglit  x)f  stone  s^eps, 
These  they  o^punted  wijtbput  b^sit^tipu» 
an4  WjBT^  ii^iped»  after  ^n  asoent  of  some 
difiSeulty^  to  find  themselves  in  a  long 
winding  passt^  open  |x>  the  ligbjt  of  day. 
Here  th^  w^m^ered  ^.me  tia^  amongst 
jaaujtilfitfid  w^Mß^  d^^ipantled  ropms,  &lling 
ehimneypieces,  and  all  the  dismal  et-cßte- 
ra  pointed  piH  )by  |t;be  ;ipaoulde4q:g  finger 
of  time^  wtiea  tjieir  attention  was  calied 
to  tfae  remaios  of  a  wide^  d^rkj  stooe  stair- 
€a$e^.  ßs  having  aoipetl^ijag  uncommon  in 
Its  appearanoe^  and  prompted  by  curiosity 
to  See  where  it  l^d  to,  tbey  both  ascended 
it  together.  At  the  top  of  the  stairs  they 
perceived  the  vemains  .of  the  stone  Soor- 
hig  to  what  had  ooce  been  a  magnificent 
room,  the  waUs  q£  wljich  were  indeed 
standhig,  bat  there  w£|$  np  roof  to  shelter  it 
from  the  indemencies  of  the  weathep^  and 
the  contrast  of  what  tbis  apartment  once 
was^  £Uid  what  it  had  become,  Struck  alike 
on  tlie  aenses  (^both;  and  they  were  just  go* 
^g  to  mon^i^seon  the  efiects  of  tim^  when, 

D  6.  as; 
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as  they  were  turning  to  ttä^  a  firit&er 
survey  of  the  dilapidations,  Frederick's 
eye  was  caught  by  a  small  modiem^l(M^<- 
ing  döor  in  one  side  of  the  wall;^  Thüsi^ 
by  a  sign,^  he  immediately  pcxnted  out  to 
bis  companion,  when  botb^  actuated  by 
the  same  Impulse,  quickly  proeeeded  to- 
wards  it 

Caution,  wbich  had  hitherto  kept  them 
on  tiptoe,  was  instantly  banished ;  they 
thought  oiily  of  securing  the  game  they 
had  so  long  been  in  pursuit  of,  and  the 
lock  immediately  gave  way  under  the 
impatient  band  of  Frederick,  when,  to 
their  unspeakable  astonisfament,  they  be- 
lield  themselves  in  a  small  hvtt  elegantly- 
furnished  modemJooking  apartment, 

The  transition  from  devastation  and 
ruin  to  modern  ease,  if  not  elegance,  was 
singularly  striking,  and  had  all  the  eflRsct 
which  the  wand  of  a  powerful  magician 
might  have  been  supposed  to  prodiice, 
and  for  a  moment  both  stood  suspended 
by  wonder;  but  their  surprise  was  still 

to 
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to  be  ißcreased  by  what  was  exhibited 
within. 

From  a  small  table,  covered  with  books, 
implements  for  writing,  &c  apparently 
ahtniied  by  their  hasty  intrusion,  started 
a  man,  wha,  on  advancing  towards  thenr, 
deposHed  a  mimature  he  was  contemplafc. 
ing  in  bis  bosom.  In  bis  persoii  the 
stranger  was  taö,  pale,  and  thin,  whifet  a 
haggard  wädness,  a  disordered  air,  and  a 
desponding  demeanour,  marked  bim  as  a 
being  not  at  peaee  with  himsel:^  wbatever 
he  might  be  as  to  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  at  the  same  time  proved  an  index  of 
bis  present  Situation.  That  he  was  a 
courter  of  solitude  was  evident;  and  it 
was  also  evident  that  here  be  could  enjoy 
it  in  its  wildest  vagaries ;  for 

'*  A  spot  so  desolate  and  wild 
Might.charni  sadfancy's  mournfui  cfiild// 

without  the  remotest  idea  of  ever  experi* 
encing  interruption.  What  then  must 
have  been  bis  surprise  at  sight  of  the  in^ 

truders, 
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traders,  who  had  so  unoereniQniously  bnv 
ken  into  his  presenoe ! 

Fredericky  who  stood  foremos^  at  sigbt 
of  this  singular-looking  person^  endea- 
voured  to  make  excuses  fov  their  having 
so  abruptly  surprised  bim,  but  he  only 
seemed  to  bewiider  himself  in  the  at> 
tempt;  when  Meillard,  seeing  him  at  a 
loss,  was  anxious  to  supply  the  defid^icy 
by  taking  up  tbe  thread  oi  the  apology^ 
which  he  hoped  to  render  efieetive  by 
dmply  explaining  the  reasons  which  ha^ 
led  them  to  trespass  so  abruptly  on  hb 
privacy, 

Hera  the  recluse,  with  **  a  oountenanoe 
more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger,'*  replied^ 
that  no  apologies  were  necessary^  and  that 
as  his  retreat  had  been  discovered  through 
his  own  inadvertency,  he  must  be  content 
to  abide  the  loss  of  it,  however  streng  the 
regret  he  might  experience  in  conse- 
qnence. 

The  friends  lost  no  time  in  assuring 
the  recluse  of  their  inyiolable  secrefcy,  iii 

regard 
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regard  to  their  disoaveiy»  biodis^  them- 
selves  bj  tbe  most  «dlemn  promi^s  nev^r 
to  divulge  tfae  cif^umstanoe  to  any  hu- 
man being,— ♦*  TiH%**  eontin^ied  Frede- 
rick, ^*  we  owe  you  w  an  atooemeixt  £br 
ouir  4iniyaiTantable  cuiioaiiy;  and  I  trust 
you  will  belieiPe  mq  ($iüoere  in  ti^e  ae^er- 
tion." 

"  Young  maßt"  aiid  tbe  ßtranger,  "  in 
a  pemive  tocie^  ^theve  Ib  sam^etiaing  so* 
persuasive  in  yoAür  manner,  that  I  caonot 
refuse  to  give  eredence  to  your  words ; 
and  ai»ce  you  ^osame  that  you  will  not 
betiray  tny  secrek,  I  will  be  oemtent  to  re«. 
tain  pos^ssion  of  ndy  ^nciful  letreat.  Xt 
is  one  I  liare  elaimed  aoquaintance  with 
for  many  a  yedr,^*^  added  he,  with  a  sigh ; 
**  and  to  leave  it  now  would  be  Uke  parfr- 
ing  with  an  oldfriend.  Friend!  did  I 
say?  The  woird  certaittly  escaped  my 
ItpSy^^continued  he«  with  a  thougfatfulbrow. 
**  Yet  what  haye  I  to  dö  with  so  deceit- 
ful  an  appdiaäon  ?" 

During  this  period  flie  «eyed.  of  Meil- 

liard 
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lard  had  not  beai  idie,  bulv  on  tbe  con- 
traiy,  were  fully  employed  in:  travelling 
from  the  figure  of  the  stranger  ta  the 
eircle  of  the  apartment,  when,  acoording 
to  his  comprehension,  it  oonsisted   of  a 
portion  of  the  stone  court  througfa  which 
they  had  just  passed«    On  one  aide  wa»a 
tolerably  large  modern   window,   which 
opening  into  a  high  dismaiitled   tuirct,. 
that  aiforded  light    from  the   top,    had 
hitherto  passed  unobserved  by  rambling 
speetatops;    On  the  outside  of  the  win- 
dow flourished  several  pota  of  beautifiil 
exoticSy  amongst  whieh  were  some  whose 
creeping  foliage  heightened  the  deception, 
by  indiscrimin«tely  intermingling    with 
the  ivy  and  other  wild  shrubs  which  crept 
over  the  ruins.    Around  the  walls^  which 
were  neatly  stained  within,  hung  several 
excellent  paintings;   whilst  a  &w  mor- 
eeaux  of  the  fine  arts  were  tastefully  placed 
in  small  niches  between,  giving  an  elegant 
and  unique  effect  to  the  whole. 
The  conrersation,  if  such^it  jnight  be 

tecmed^ 
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termed,  (»nsisting  of  apol(^es  and  bro- 
ken  sentences,  drawing  to  condusion,  tbe 
friends  thought  proper  to  täke  their  leave, 
and  were  preparing  to  depart,  when  Fre- 
derick tuming  for  that  purpose,  a  slaAt- 
ing  ray  of  light  which  broke  vividly 
tbrougb  a  loop-hole  of  tbe  turret,  feil  on 
a  Portrait  bebind  tbe  door,  and  presented 
to  bis  astonisbed  sigbt  tbe  hideous  cöun* 
tenance  of  bis  cudevant  enemy,  tbe  cripjpJe 
Ambrose. 

An  exdamation  of  surprise,  tihged  witb 
horror,  escaped  bim  ;  too  well  acquatnted 
witb  tbe  frigbtful  Uneaments  to  be  mis- 
taken,  be  could  not  resist  tbe  impulse  be 
feit  to  inquire  if  tbe  original  of  tbat  pic- 
ture  was  still  in  existence  ?    . 

"  My  good  young  man,  wbat  cah  you 
possibly  know  eonceming  tbe  wretcbed 
original  of  tbat  pietiire,"  demanded  tbe 
recluse,  "  since  it  is  not  at  all  likely  tbat 
he  could  ever  bave  been  knöwn  to  you  ?" 

**  All  I  know  of  tbe  matter  is,  my  goöd 
»sir,"  replied  Frederick,  **  tbat  ä  person, 

calling 
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calling  hiraself  Ambrose»  and  bearing  the 
identical  stamp  of  that  painting^  stole  m^ 
when  I  was  a  child,  from  my  uncle'ä  houae^ 
and  afterwards  kept  me  for  a  twelvemontb 
with  ä  gang  of  gipsies,  with  whom  he 
himself  cohabited.^ 

''Is  it  possible,**  said  the  stiBiigery  m 
a  hollow  tone,  '*  that  he  coold  ever  have 
ventured  to  England  ?  and  for  what  pur^ 
pose  could  he  molest  this  young  man  ?* 
Then  turning  to  Frederick — "  May  I,"  he 
oontinued,  *'  without  bring  guilty  of  im* 
pertinenoe>  demand  your  uncle's  name  P"' 

'*  Certainly— Sir  Hugh  Singleton,''^ 

"  Of  Myfod  Vale  ?" 

**  The  same.'' 

**  Indeed !"  he  exclaimed,  whilst  an  in- 
definite  kind  of  expression  spread  over  his 
countenanoe;  ^^  then  at  Myfod  Valfe  I 
will  ere  long  see  you  again;  tili  whmi, 
farewell !" 

"  Farewell  r  instantly  responded  both 
the  friends ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  they 
had  again  threaded  the  vaulted  passagei, 

and 
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and  unintemiptedly  n^ained  their  hoat 
below. 


CHAPTER  V. 


Food  tot  conjecture  was  not  wanting, 
either  to  Frederick  Singleton  «  his  cxnn- 
panion  on  their  return  home.  Each  had 
their  sonnises  npon  tlie  extracKliTiary 
^scovery  they  had  witnessed,  and  eaoh 
entertainecl  dif&rent  opinions  as  to  what 
was  to  be  the  lesult. 

Frederiek  asserted  thait  the  solitary  oc- 
capier  of  the  ruihed  tnrret  was  a  person 
'wfao  must  have  been  crossed  m  löve,  that 
his  mistress  had  duped  him,  and  that,  in 
i^nning  the  fair  sex»  he  had  fiiUe»  into 
the  extreme  of  inisanthropy---4hat  of  shun- 
ing  the  society  i^  human  beings  alto- 
gether.^TBeside,''  added  he/  "<  I  am  the 
vather  convinced  of  this^  because  there 

was 
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was  SO  much  of  softness  mixed  with  the 
melancholy  that  oppressedv 

Love  is  a  great  harmonizer  of  the  man- 
ners,  as  well  as  the  feelings,  in  some  cases, 
I  allow/'  said  Meillard,  with  a  smile  at  bis 
pupil's  definition  of  the  tender  passion; 
"  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe  him 
some  Adsionary  enthusiast,  who  having 
fixed  his  Standard  of  happiness  too  high  to 
obtain  it  in  this  life,  ha»  löst  his  equilibrium 

« 

altogether." 

^*  There  is  certainly  something  wonder« 
fully  romantic  iti  the  eireumstance,''  re- 
plied  Frederick,  musing ;  "  I  Wender  if 
we  shall  ever  see  him  again.*^ 

**  I  am  indined  to  think  we  may,"  said 
his  friend ;  ^^  for  there  is,  no  döubt»  a  de- 
gree  of  mystery  attached  to  the  portrait 
you  recognized  as  being  that  of  your  dd 
tormentor,  which  I  should  imagiiie^  fiom 
the  peculiarity  of  expression  that  marked 
his  countenance  when  you  mentioned  hina, 
he  would  have  no  objection  to  have  eluci- 
dated.    It  is  my  opinion,  therefore,  that 

he 
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regard  to  this  singuhr  persooi^ge.  The 
only  opinicm  he  could  expios  upon  the 
subject  was,  that  it  must  be  some  peviQDf 
dther  insane»  or  whoae  affidi»  uight  have 
rendered  a  tempomry  coneaalmeiit  neoei- 
sary :  howevar,  tbafc  fae  might  not  be  £f- 
appointed  of  the  mght  of  onewfaolxMisted 
no  common  diaiBcter,  he  inatantljr  give 
Orders  that  if  Bsay  stranger  should  caU  io 
inquire  for  bim,  he  dioukl  bare  tmmediite 
admittanee. 

Eoopedation  ymBXKm eaalted  en  tiptoe 
for  several  days;  atilL  ao  stranger  Hiade 
his  appearanoe,  and  all  faope  of  aeeing  hiiiii 
as  1^  young  men  were  debarred  hy  thdr 
promise  from  making  any  eÖbits  <m  tfaek 
part  for  that  purpose,  was  fast  reoedk)^ 
wben  oiie  mcnniing,  as  tfaey  were  pKpating 
for  thehr  aoeustomed  ride^  a  sbranger  "wai 
mmonnoed,  ;a8  wishing  to  speak  mth  m 
Hugh  SingletDB.  In  a  «KHnent  the  mhsit 
p^y  «tood  Sfiapeiided  in  expectatian  lof 
th^  knew  not  wfaat,  when  tiie  diabr  of 

tbe 
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the  apartment  iräs  thrown  opeto,  and  they 
behidd^  iti  propHd  penond,  the  reduse 
ofthe  Castle! 

The  tall^  «^eetre-Jike  aii|)eaituice  ^liich 
now  sftliited  them^  was  eRtirdy  unklio\ni 
to  sir  Hu^;  »or  oould  he  tax  his  m^- 
mory  with  havtng  ever  beheld  him  tlU 
that  moment ;  yiet  he  did  not  fed  himsdf 
alisolutely  at  ease,  «s  the  lacge  fidl  «yes  of 
the  figure  befbr^  htm  were  einploycd  ki 
taking  a  survey  of  bis  peüson  with  the 
most  acmtuiismg  effect ;  and  wbkh  jurvey 
^  only  ctösed)  to  take  possession  of  a  seat 
<d£fered  kirn  by  FredeiÄGk. 

An  awkward  silenoe  sefemed  ihr  a  mo- 
ment to  prevail,  when  it  was  Iwöken  by 
the  istranger^s  saying-— "  I  believtö  I  bave 
the  pleasore  of  addressmg  itr  Hugh  Sud- 
gteton?*"  bowing»  as  he  s^poke^  4o  fhe  ba« 
Tonet. 

**  The  same^  «w,  at  your  letvifcd  f  whrni 
Ihe^tratiger  continuedM— 

'^  Yoii  Ivill  pndon  my  kitrncBiig  tbus 

«ibrfipMy  «]^«  y!$u»  ^ot  I  ^mt « i|uect>i>f 

a  little 
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a  little  information,  which  I  believe  it  is 
in  the  power  of  this  young  genüeman  to 
give  me/'  Looking  at  Frederick.  "  Be- 
sides,"  added  he,  with  a  languid  smile, 
whilst  a  hectic  gT  a  moment  passed  across 
his  cheek,  *^  I  should  commit  a  solecisiii  in 
good  manners,  were  I  not  to  retum  the 
Visit  with  which  he  honoured  me.** 

It  was  now  Frederick's  tum  to  ooloör, 
which  he  did  the  scarlet's  deepest  dy^  as 
he  reflected  upon  his  rudeness  in  so  fi»d- 
bly  entering  the  retreat  of  the  peraon  b^ 
fore  him — a  rudeness  which  the  ooneö- 
mitant  suspicions  by  which  he  had  been 
actuated)  he  feit  could  scarcely  palliate. 

Passing  over  the  youth*s  visible  confii- 
sion,  the  stranger  proceeded  to  address 
him  in  regard  to  the  exdamation  that  es- 
caped  him  at  sight  of  the  portrait  in  the 
ruined  Castle,  adding — *^  It  is  a  subject  in 
which  I  feel  myself  most  deeply  interest- 
ed;  the  person  to  whom  I  aUude,  and 
whom  I  recollect  you  called  Afnbrme,  has 
been  known  to  me  many  years ;  and  die 

aliglitest 
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slightest  informatioti  eonoerning  l&m,  t>n 
your  part»  cannot  fiiil  lo  foe  saf  ii^tory.*' 

Fredexick,  thus  called  upon,  hegm  to 
relate  the  oceurrences  of  bis  boyish  days> 
comme&cing  fit>m  the  tiaie  when  he  first 
hefaeld  tlie  eripsple  at  St.  Amands^r-^a  cir« 
cumstonoe  that  had  made  too  deep  anim^ 
preasion  on  Im  memory  fcH*  time  eyer  to 
erase.  He  then  proeeeded  to  detail  the 
traasaetion  at  the  summer^house»  witih  his 
billig  forcibly  carried  by  tliis  nusereant  to 
reside  amoQgst  tfae  gipMes ;  hia  aubseq[i2ent 
eaeape  froxn  thexn,  when  he  1^  Ambrose 
shäs^  in  the  bovel»  &e.  To  tlm  detail  hia 
attentiv/e  auditor  lent  a  wiUiDgear;  but 
when  be  fi)tind  Frederiek  eould  tcac^^thia 
nuapraiet  no  &rther,  -and  all  hope  of  aaeer- 
talning  bta  fate  thmugh  thia  memiaba^ 
fmiü^  tbe  dir  mf  Ihreiy  atteotjon  ivith 
which  hebadhitharto  listeubcdifraaehmiged 
intß  hia  cisiatoaiary  pensiTe  0nß,  wUlat 
dn^aigha  iaaii€d  ^m  bis  biteast,  ani  be 
again  appeaved  alMioffbed  in  Jda  ßmn  me- 
liHKbofy  aj^raetiona. 

WQU  lu.  £  For 
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For  a  few  minutes  the  «lenoe  that  pre^ 
vailed  remained  unbroken;  each  w^d 
have  thought  it  almost  sacrilege  to  have 
interrupted  a  reverie  in  which  all  tbe 
powers  of  bis  soul  seemed  involved ;  and 
this,  to  tbem,  now  interesting  being  might 
have  continued  to  muse  on  in  tranquillity, 
had  be  not  by  a  sudden  reoollection  rouaed 
bimself  from  the  Stupor  which  was  fiist 
overwhelming  bim,  by  making  an  apology 
for  bis  absenee  by  saying — '^  I  had  hoped, 
througb  your  means,  my  young  friend,  to 
have  acquired  tbe  intelligence  I  have  so 
long  and  so  vainly  sought— -intelligence 
to  me  the  most  desirable;  but  denied  tfais 
satisfaction^  I  must  endeavour  to  sustain 
the  disappointment  with  fortitude  and  re- 
signation,  not  doubting  but  that  Being 
who  has  bruised  us,  will,  in  bis  own  good 
time,  bind  up  our  wounds  for  ever  T* 

Sir  Hugh,  in  order  to  break  through 
the  sombre  veil  which  was  fast  enveloping 
the  whole  party,  now  requested  Frederick 
would  pull  the  bell  and  order  up  refresh- 

ments; 
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meTits;  allofwhich,  however,  the  stranger 
dedined  tasting;  but  to  convince  the 
party  that  he  wished  to  continue  upon 
terms  of  friendship  with  them  in  future, 
he  begged  the  baronet  would  now  and 
then  ailow  him  to  intrude  upon  the  com- 
forts  of  his  fireside,  adding,  while  a  sickly 
smile  stole  over  his  pallid  countenance— - 
"  There  is  something  so  attractive  in  the 
appearance  ofthis  juvenile  being,'*  tuming 
towards  Frederick  as  he  spoke^  •*  that  I 
feel  myself  almost  irresistibly  drawn  to- 
wards him ;  and  as  it  is  a  long  time  since 
I  had  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  human 
being  to  love>  I  trust  you  will  have  the 
charity  not  to  damp  this  new«>bom  ardour» 
and  especially  when  I  add,  that  it  may 
tend  in  future  to  sweeten  the  cup  of  an 
existence  which  has  hitherto  been  drugged 
to  the  very  bottom  with  the  bitterest  evils 
of  human  life." 

Frederick's  eyes  glistened  with  the  tear 
of  sympathy  at  this  melahcholy  address ; 
and  while  he  assured  the  stranger  of  the 

£  2  sincerity 
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stncerity  of  his  esteem,  he  added  a  eordial 
welcome  to  him  at  all  times.  This  was 
immediately  eclioed  by  sir  Hugh»  wjbeo» 
apparently  gratified  by  so  kind  a  recep- 
tion  from  both  parties,  he  arose  to  take'his 
leave,  wben  uniting  hands  in  the  dose 
pressure  of  good  fellowship»  hc  bade  fhem 
adieu  for  the  present 

Silence  seemed  to  have  thiown  her 
spell  over  all  three  for  some  minutes  after 
the  stranger's  departure;  each  had  faeen 
particularly  Struck,  not  more  by  the  sin« 
gularity  of  his  appearance  than  the  mode 
of  hls  address,  and  each  continued  tomuae 
Oll  the  impression  he  had  made  on  their 
respective  feelings.  Frederick  wais  al- 
ready  become  quite  an  enthusiast  in  his 
favour ;  he  feit  certain,  from  the  benevo- 
lent  tones  of  his  voice,  and  the  suavity  of 
his  manners,  that  he  must  at  all  times 
have  been  amiable,  kind,  and  good ;  and 
as  such,  deserving  of  his  wärmest  commi« 
seration.  Sir  Hugh,  with  feelings  a  llttle 
blunted  by  time,  feit  undeeided  as  to  the 

judgment 
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judgment  he  should  form  in  regard  to  so 
Singular  a  person,  whose  actions,  in  some 
points,  he  still  thought  bordered  on  insa-^ 
nity ;  and  although  not  quite  so  credulous 
as  the  youthful  Frederick,  to  give  him 
credit  for  tlie  possession  of  every  virtue,. 
neitfaer  was  he  so  much  of  the  stoic  as  to 
brand  him  with  ev«y  vice.  That  he  Imd 
been  unfortunate,  sir  Hugh  believed ;  but 
whether  the  colour  of  his  destiny  had  ori- 
ginated  in  his  own  imprudence,  or  in  the' 
villainy  of  others,  he  must  leave :  at  all 
events,  he  was  now  b^ome  an  object  of 
compassion;  and  that  charity  which  de- 
mands  pity  and  assistance  from  one  Chris- 
tian towards  another^  forbade  him  in  this 
instance  to  withhold  either.  The  stranger 
then  from  this  period  was  considered  as  a 
welcome  visitor  at  Myfod  Vale,  where 
the  business  that  had  first  brought  them 
acquainted  never  being  alluded  to  by  him,. 
politeness  forbade  the  mention  of  it  by 
others,  and  he  consequently  remained  as 
they  had  met,  with  no  other  appellatipn 

E  3  Üiam 
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than  that  by  whicb  he  was  at  first  dürtin* 
guished,  namely — the  stranger  t 

The  time  now  approached  when  Frede- 
rick's  heart  beat  high  with  curioriiy  and 
expectatiorr,  as  he  eontemplated  in  idea 
the  arrival  of  lady  Ap-Howel,  and  liis  d- 
devant  cherished  little  playniate.  Bitt 
he  reflected>  sinee  they  raet — 

^  Years  had  roll*d  o»,  aad  ilibt  tliey  s{»e«l  awftv^ 
Tu  those  that  vi  ander  as  tu  thuse  that  sta^  ;*' 

and  knowing  himself  tobe  much  altered 
in  i^erson  since  that  period,  curiosity 
prompted  him  to  inquire  wh^t  was  now 
the  figure  and  appearance  of  Love.  Was 
she  also  much  chan^jed  ?  or  should  he  find 
the  beautiful  flaxen  tresses  bound  around 
her  polished  brow^  in  the  samc  style  of 
simplicity  thatmarked  her  infant  years? 
Woiild  the  linsey-woolsey  jacket,  pretty 
even  in  riisticity,  still  envelop  her  fra^le 
form — would  the  darling  little  feet  be  seen 
peeping  from  beneath  it — or,  above  aH, 
would  she  still  evince  the  same  innoeent 

affection 
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afiPection  which  she  had  shewn  hitn  during 
their  residence  under  the  same  roöf? 
These  were  questions  that  would  arise  as 
often  as  the  subject  of  his  aunt's  arrival  oc- 
curred,  and  which  time  alone  was  lefl  ta 
solve. 

The  bustle  indicative  of  receiving  Com- 
pany now  prevailed  at  Myfod  Vale;  and 
already  had  Frederick  received  the  wel- 
come summons  to  meet  the  travellers  on 
the  road,  and  arranged  his  costume  for  the 
morrow»  when,  as  he  stood  reckoning  the 
heavy  höurs  that  must  intervene^  and  at 
the  same  time  contetnplating  a  h^vy 
shower  of  rain  that  was  just  falling,  he  ob- 
served  a  lady  on  horsebaek  galloping  furi- 
ously  through  it,  in  whom  he  soon  recog 
nized  his  mothen 

"  What  a  pity  it  is  that  fine  weather 
should  ever  do  any  hurt !"  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Singleton,  as  bounding  from  the  back  of 
her  gallo way,  she  rushed  into  Frederick's 
arms,  already  extended  to  receive  her^ 
whilst  the  dripping  efifects  of  the  storm 

E  4  were 
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visible  in  every  part  af  her  dress.-«»- 
elieve  I  am  properly  drenched  to  the 
and  as  it  is  necessary  to  take  care  of 
>er  one,  I  shall  c'en  run  to  the  kitchen 
od  dry  myself." 

ederick,  although  not  exactiy  agree- 
irith  his  parent  in  her  wise  axiom  re- 
ng  the  weather,  was  still  sorry  to  see 
eavy  and  lowering  clouds,  wbich  he 
;ht  portended  a  stormy  day,  and  per- 
its  fellow  on  the  morrow ;  and  his 
^tir  were  fast  settling  on  the  teavel- 
wben  Mrs.  Singkton  joined  hinn  in 
r  a  more  eomfortable  trim  than  when 
ad  disappeared  so  expeditioosly« 
b,  Fred,''  she  began,  "  here  asre  grmd 
[s,  I  find,  in  honour  of  your  aunt's  aiv 
*  well,  it  is  a  long  lane  that  has  no 
ng,  and  she  has  been  a  long  time  in 
lg  to  see  US ;  but  though  last,  not 
as  the  saying  is,  for  I  understand  slie 
ery  great  lady ;  hey,  Fred,  is  it  not 

ly  aunt,  madam,*'  returned  Frede- 
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rick,  ^^is  an  atniable  and  goad  womaiv*^ 
one  thait  wa6  exceeding  kixid  tö  y<mt  son 
when  he  was  ät  Hawel  Castle^  snd  one 
wfaom  my  motfaer  has  enly  to  know,  in, 
Order  to  love  iind  admire  ns  nindi  as  £ 
do.'' 

^  May  be  lo ;  birt  the  proof  öf  pudding^ 
you  know,''  added  she,  smütng  and  nod« 
ding  significantly,  as  if  she  still  döubted 
his  assertibn.;  then,  as  if  wishing  to  tunii 
the  subject».  she  continued.— **  And  pray 
doesherpet»  tlie  little  wild  mountaineer», 
accompany  her  in  här  joumey  hither?'' 

Frederick  feit  tibie  tiolöüf».  in  a  tell-tale> 
glow,  mounting  to  his  cbeeks,  while  '*  the 
Utile  mouwtameer^  md  the  tone  in  which 
it  was  utteredy  eveated  ä  Sensation  in  hiss 
throat  that  impeded  the  answc^  which  the* 
quaition;  demaaded,  and  fim»  which  be 
was  Itiduly  reUeted  by  the  entrance  oC 
hb  rnide»  who  came  very  opportunely  to. 
i^ide  the  confuaiotii  under  which  he  Un 
fcoured. 

^  Tkei  littkß»imlameer  t  repeafc^dlFte.- 
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derick,  whilst  something lätemd^tiatKXii 
was  fast  rising  in  his  bosom»  and  the  fear 
that  his  young  preservei  might  not  be  sa 
oordially  received  as  he  wished^.  gave  an 
excruriating  pang  to  hi»  heartr— Was  it 
laoe  that  engendered  this  ?  wqs  it  friend- 
ship?  was  it  gratitude  ?  orallthree  com- 
bined  ?  I  know  not ;:  time  alone  can  telk 
what  it  was, 


CHAPTER  YJL. 


WiTH  a  heart  palpitating  in  expectation^ 
of  he  knew  not  what,  Frederick  arose  with 
the  lark,  in  order  toprosecute  his  joumey ; 
and  as  the  wheels  of  his  carriage  bounded 
lightly  along,  he  threw  himself  back,  and 
dosing  his  eyes,  in  order  to  shut  out  exter- 
nal  objeets,  was  soon  lost  in  a  retrospection 
of  those  within. 
Again  did  memory,  faithfid  to  tbe  past, 

carry 
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carry  him  back  to  the  period  when  he  be- 
came  the  unwiUing  captive  of  the  horrid 
Ambrose — again  did  the  terrific  Cramp 
text  glare  upon  hitn  with  his  lurking  eye- 
balls,  indicative  of  fraud  and  malice ;  and 
again  did  the  old  gipsey-man,  though  ap«* 
parently  harmless  in  his  general  oonduet, 
stand  with  the  rest  of  the  dark  fratemity 
in  terrific  array  before  him.    From  this 
scene,  harrowingin  its  remembranoe,  fancy 
took  a.bounding  leap  to  the  rocky  solitudes. 
öf  the  deep  and  narröw  ravine.    flere  he 
again  heard  the  silvery  tones  of  that  in*-^ 
fant  voice  which  Struck  so  sweetly  on  his^ 
ears,  whilst  he  derived  the  idea  of  self- 
preservation  from  its  sounds ;  and  again. 
did  the  form  of  the  dear  venerable  dame^, 
as  she  kindly  bade  him  welcome^  start  be-- 
fi>re  him  in  imagination,  and  with  it  the 
r^emembrance  of  the  many  happy  hours  he 
had    spent  in  her   secluded    habitation. 
liost  in  reveries  so  interesting,  timer  apd 
Space  passed  equally  unheeded  by  the  en^ 
tranced  Frederick.;  and  the  carriage  wa&i 

£  6  drawing 
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drawing  up  to  the  plooe  of  i^pointinmt» 
when  he  was  aroused  by  a  roiee  Umili^ 
from  one  of  tbe  mn  Windows^  exehümiiy 
«— ^'  It  is  Lionf  as  the  6og,  who  had  ont^ 
stripped  the  horses,  appneched.  It  w» 
Bow  a  matter  of  ootApetitlion,  whe£her  the 
dog  or  hiis  master  should  fitst  salate  Aef 
fiiir  hand  hetd  out  to  receire  t^m;  bot 
as  Liöa  bounded  intö  the  parlour,  at  tbe 
sound  ef  the  still-remembaed  voice,  Fm* 
derick  toaped  from  t^e  carrii^,  »fid  sels- 
mg  one  hand,  while  the  sagadöus  «nmsl 
Hcked'  the  other,  left  no  odds  betweeot 
tihem.. 

To  fifidLo¥e  ino^ased  in  stato^e  as  wett 
as  himself^  our  hepo  bad  expected.  Thef» 
Was>  also  a  latent  bope  tfaat  she  would  be 
3S  pretty  as  when  be  last  saw  h«..  Of  her 
goodness  and  continued  sweetnesa  of  dis-^ 
Position,,  he  oould  haye  no  doubt,  as  those- 
qualities  he  knew  were  inherent  in  her, 
and  she  bad  not,  he  trusted,  had  sufficient 
&)tercouFse  with  the  world  to  bias  or  ex* 
tinguisb  th^ai,  how,  tberefore,  was  he 

enchanted 
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encbanted  to  briicM  her  all  tlnt  tiie  ftmd 
eye  cf  faney  could  wtsb^  er  the  gi^eatert 
epiciire  in  femtle  besaty  coväA  destre! 

Those  duums  iThitb  Frederidc  «mly 
remembered  in  tbe  bud  mnere  now  exjpmA* 
ing,  and  even  gave  pmmite  of  greater  ho« 
nrianee  when  arrived  at  matorky.  That 
sylpb-fike  fomv  whidi  be  iJsed  la  love  to 
eontettiplate,  was  now  beoooie  el^^ance 
i>er^omfied;  and  ^  thg  Uttk  tMmntMineer^ 
as  bis  motber  hwA  deridingly  eaUod  her^ 
possessed  a  soifident  sbwe  ef  saitunil  graoe 
to  decorate  a  cDurtly  belle ;  whüe  in  her 
soft  si^äe  aifd  rtäivetä  of  nmnners  lurked 
fesdnaftiom's  seif.  Alas^^  pow  fVederiekl 
already  more  than  half  prepared  to  sul^ 
render,  haw  «ball  thy  beart  resbt  snck  an 
assemblage  cf  charim !  It  covld  not  re«< 
pst;  and  before  Ihe  traTellers  amved  at 
Myfod  Vale,  a  bond  of  affeetion  had 
nnited  tbem^urbidi  If  bi^ken^woidd  prore 
the  bane  of  tbeir  exisäüg  haj^pineas. 

*'  Here  they  eotne  f  cried  Mrs.  Single^ 

t0iv  wbo.  WM  waribekiBg  tbe  nrival  of  tbe 

party 
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party  ^Brom  the  drawing-voom  Windows  on 
minute^  and  expriessing  her  fean  that  tli 
dinner  would  be  overdone  the  next»  ^  her 
they  are,  brother !"  she  continued  to  es 
elaim,  ^  just  m  time  to  save  the  venismi! 
while  she  endeavoured  to  get  a  peep  firon 
the  Corner  of  the  window,  a»  mr  Hugl 
flew  tO'  hand  them  from<  the  carriagi 
♦*  Well,  I  dedare,"  she  whispered  to  hei 
seif,  "  there's  lady  Ap-Howel!  how  wd 
she  looks !  and  an  elegant-lookin^  younj 
lady  with  her — who  can  she  be,  I  wonder  ? 
M^hen  the  qnery  was  soon  reduced  to  \ 
certainty  by  the  entrance  of  the  party 
and  the  introduction  of  Love,  as  her  lady 
sbip's  and  sir  Hugh's  joint protägäe. 

The  grateful  girl,  who  was  now  of  ax 
age  to  recoUeet  the  baronet's  drawing  ha 
from  the  obscurity  that  was  likely  to  oveiv 
whelm  her,  and  placuig  her  with  her  be 
loved  patroness,  with  tearful  eyes  expressed 
her  gratitude  to  both,  while  she  with  grace 
added — "Insensible  indeed  must  be  my 
heart,.if  it  ever  refuses  to  retain  a  propa: 

remembranoe 
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remembrance  of  so  infinite  an    ebliga« 
tion." 

"  Yott  owe  me  no  obligatfon,  my  sweet 
child  r  Said  sir  Hugh,  taking  her  band, 
and  regarding  ber  aifectionately  wfaile  be 
8poke ;  *^  it  was  to  cancel  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude,  wbicb  I  eweA  to  you  in  eoncert  witli 
your  goed  dame,  fbr  y 6ur  jkmdness  to  our 
wandeser,  tbafc  I  besoagbtlady  Ap-HoweP» 
kindness  in  your  hehalf ;  aUd  I  trust,  if  I 
bave  any  skill  iir  deciphering  the  buman' 
countenance,  tbat  you  bave  riebly  repaidi^ 
her  for  so  readily  complying  with  my  re- 
quest.** 

V  **  Yes,  indeed  she  bas/'  replied  her  lady- 
sbip.  "I  bad  no  cbildren  of  my  own^. 
you  know,.  and  as  Frovidence  bas  infused 
a  cerüdn  portion  of  tender  affections  inta 
every  human,  breast,  ao  every  one  feels  the 
impenous  necessity  of  loving  sometbing;' 
and  those  who  are  unfortunately  debarred< 
the  pleasure  of  bestowing  these  afibctions. 
on  creatures  of  their  own  species  will  con- 
descend  to  laidsb.  them  on.  bruteä;  bence« 

the 
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the  number  of  pet  dqgs»  cata^  iaöBkey%. 
&a  But^  thanks  to  this  dear  girl»  I  hsTe 
been  saved  firom  such  a  degradafion  by 
bestowing  my  affisctioiis  upon  her,  and  I 
shall  never  oease  to  value  \fßt  aoocxdiqgly  * 
^  My  noUe-minded  benefiietress  T  cried 
Love,  as  she  predpitated  herseif  into  the 
expanding  arms  of  lady  Ap-Howel»  and; 
hiding  her  fiu»  in  her  boBom,  ^  who  bot 
thyself  would  tliua  genennisly  beoome  a» 
debtor  for  benefits  oonferred;  6tk !  that  it 
mey  be  the  study  of  my  future  Ufe»  ül 
some  measure^  to  repay  thy  unexampled: 
kindness !" 

^  Where  is  the  goed  of  all  this  fine- 
speechifying,  I  wonder»"  muttered  Mrs. 
Singleton.  ^*  I  am  certain  the  venison, 
will  be  roasted  to  a  scrip,  and  then  Josiah. 
vUl  not  be  able  to  toudi  a  bit^  for  he  hatesw 
things  overdone,.  and  nobody  here  seems 
to  think  any  thing  about  dinner  :!*  when, 
to  put  an  end  to  her  doubts»  and  ease  har 
suspicions,  she  faad  the  satisfaction  of  hear-^ 
ing  the  fiofc  csouxse  was  pboed  upon  the: 

table^ 
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taiAe^  and  witnesstng  the  venison  in  very 
fineorda:. 

'^  The  delicate  and  intoxicatitig  setiaa- 
tions,"  8ays  a  modern  author,  **  which  at- 
tend  the  first  delidous  eitaoticnis  of  tbe 
tender  passion,  nish  oa  tbe  iinagination 
with  violence,  to  which  eV«i  the  enei^ 
of  youthfid  ainbitiob  is  feelde  and  irlipo- 
tent  in  oomparifloik  f  icnd  to  tbe  truth  of 
thii$  astertion  Frbdetiek  wtaa  now  beoonfie 
a  ptx)o£  The  Ardent  äfiectkn  whicfa  he 
had  eoneeiyed  for  the  lövely  giid^  now  in 
inbabitalit  benealh  the  fiäme  n^f^  whidi 
iü  a  ifiaimer  had  grown  Irkh  hia  glöwth, 
although  impereeptible  even  ta  htmaelf, 
now  appeared  to  form  a  part  of  bis  exist« 
ence ;  and  rather  than  yield  it,  he  could 
be  content  to  yield  every  brilliant  pros- 
pect  of  bis  fhtuM  life.  That  be  shouM 
meet  with  oppösiti<sm  to  tfait  daiting  wisfa 
of  his  aoul-^the  wish  ci  for  ever  caHing 
her  his^  he  had  every  reaaon  to  stf8pe<3t. 
His  motber's  Uttk  mountaineetf  like  Ba»- 
quo's  ghost^  was  £ot  ever  rising  to  his  tei^ 

rified 


90  FEABS  AKD  CAEE6. 

rified  imagination ;  fUPid  bis  unde,  who^ 
heir  he  knew  he  was  destined  to  be,  wouM 
not  he  also  object  to  his  wealth  and  title 
being  bestowed  upon  one  not  only  poor, 
but  even  without  a  name,  although  that 
one  was  in  every  other  respect  the  most 
unexceptionable  ? 

These  were  questions  whieh  ocmstantfy 
agitated  the  stricken  heart  of  Frederick, 
even  though  he  beheld  the  idol  of  hk 
affections  the  acknowledged  iavonrite  of 
those  whom  he  wished  most  to  concäSate'; 
and  in  the  midst  of  this  perplexity  he 
would  frequently  exclaim,  with  his  ßk- 
vourite  poet — 

**  That  Lore  had  arrows,  well  I  kne^r, 
Alas  l  I  found  them  j)oison'd  too  !^ 

and  cannot  help  writhing  under  the  tor- 
tures  they  have  inflieted." 

•*  Well,  who  should  have  thought  it  T 
would  Mrs.  Singleton  frequently  exclain^ 
after  contemplating  the  elegant  and  grace- 
ful  figure  which  Love  presented  as  she 

xnoved 
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moved  before  them ;  ^  who  sfaould  have 
thought  that  thepMrlittle  wildthinglso 
often  heard  them  talk  about  could  have 
been  half  so  aooomplished  as  she  is? 
But»  m  t/ie  tree  is  faskioned,  so  'twill 
grow ;  and  had  she  fallen  into  other  hands 
tfaan  those  of  lady  Ap-Howd,  she  might 
have  been  as  igncnnant  as  a  Hottentot : 
lucky  enough  for  her  that  it  feil  out  other* 
wise!  Then,  as  her  kdyship  is  so  fond 
of  her,  it  must  be — low  me,  love  my  dqg; 
and  of  course  we  can't  help  taking  notice 
of  her  also;  though  she  is  engagiiig 
enough  pn  her  own  account  too,  and  very 
modest  and  pretty-behaved  into  the  bar- 
gain  " 

At  such  times  Frederick,  to  conoeri 
the  anguish  of  feelings  occasioned  by  these 
cursory  remarks,  would  snatch  up  bis 
hat,  and  by  retreating  into  the  most  se- 
duded  part  of  the  grounds,  endeavour  to 
hide  frora  every  eye  the  acuteness  of  the 
sorrow  which  they  occasioned  him.    At 

others 
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was  his  delight  to  escort  tfacm,  whenever 

the  weather  would  permit,    round  the 

lovely  environs  of  Myiod  Vale. 

'        Retumiog  one  morning  after  a  delight* 

^    ful  excursion  <^  this  sort,  as  they  drew 

^  near  the  predncts  of  the  park,  they  came 

^  in  contact  with  a  party  of  soküen»  who 

^  had  just  wound  round  an  angle  in  the 

I'  road*    They  appeared  to  be  in  no  par<* 

■f  ticular  order  of  march,  but  were  footing 

)  it  on  indiscriminately»  and  laughing  and 

i  talking  eaeh  ä  son  grä,  exeept  one,  who 

3;  was  silent,  and  who,  rather  extraordinary 

^  to  say,  was  carrying  an  infant  about  a  year 

old  in  his  arms.    Upon  a  nemrer  i^roacb 

I  of  the  party»  the  beauty  of  die  ehild,  to- 

^   gether  with  the  novelty  of  its  Situation, 

a  could  not  faü  to  attract  the  eyes  of  the 

ladies,  as  they  puUed  up  their  liorses  to 

let  them  pass.    Thia  the  soldier  obsenr* 

ing,  he  raised  his  eyes,  in  order  to  make 

a   sligfat   acknowledgment,  when  a  sen* 

tenoe  of  appiobätion  on  the  cleanlmess 

of  the  chM  esoBtpeä  tbe^ps  of  lady  Ap- 

Howel, 
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Howel,  and  pioduced  a  xnore  prafoiind 
bow,  with  a  look  of  smiling  gntituda 

The  cast  of  oountenanoe  exhilnted  hy 
the  soldier  at  this  moment  aeemed  per- 
fectly  familiär  to  the  mind's  eye  of  Fre* 
derick,  yet  he  could  not  recall  tfae  whffl 
or  where  he  had  ever  seen  it  befbre ;  stiB 
it  dwelt  on  his  imagination,  as  connected 
with  some  circumstanoe  that  was  not  to 
be  obliterated  firom  the  tablets  of  his  me- 
mory,  and  he  regretted  that  he  had  not 
stopped  and  spoken  to  him  one  momenf^ 
while  he  feit  an  inclination  to  tum  bade 
and  foUow  him  the  next  But  how  to 
leave  the  ladies  to  retum  by  themselves» 
or  how  to  acoount  to  them  for  the  whim 
by  which  he  was  so  suddenly  actuated,  be 
knew  not,  when  Love  luckily  fumished 
lüm  with  the  excuse  he  wanted,  by  ex- 
daiming — **  How  &tigued  must  that  poor 
man  be,  thus  to  march  with  that  Infant 
in  his  arms»  if  he  is  ander  the  neoessity 
of  keeping  pace  with  his  comrades !  and 
tbe  little  creature  too^"  bestowing  a  sigh 

of 
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of  commiseratioD  as  she  spoke,  *^  perbaps 
it  has  no  mother  to  goard  its  helpless  in- 
fancy ;  and  if  it  has  come  a  long  way ?' 

"  True,  dear  Love,*  cried  Frederick, 
interrqpting  the  sentence  she  was  about 
to  utter,  '^  it  must  want  refreshment ;  and 
if  you  are  not  afraid  to  retum  by  your- 
selves/  I  will  take  care  and  procure  it 
some  ere  it  has  proceeded  much  farther.'* 

"  Afraid !  certainly  not,"  repeated  both 
ladies  in  a  breath;  *^  besides,  we  could 
not  think  of  preventing  you,**  said  bis 
aunt,  "  from  flying  on  the  wings  <rf  chari- 
ty  to  perform  a  good  action ;  so  now,  my 
young  Mercury,**  added  she  laughing, 
**  to  horse  and  away,  while  we  pursue  our 
way  quietly  homewards." 

,  "  Pray  what  is  become  of  your  beau, 
sister  ?"  asked  sir  Hugh,  who  was  saun- 
tering  in  front  of  the  house,  watching  for 
their  retum.  ^*  No.  ^acddeut  I  hope  has 
occurred  to  detain  Frederick  from  aceom* 
panying  you  ?" 

'*  Oh,  no,'*  caied  her  ladyship^  in  a  Uvely 

tone. 
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tone,  ^  I  can  assure  you  all  ii  well»  and 
our  chivdroufi  esoort  onlj  gone  upoQ  a 
little  expedition»  in  order  tx>  auooour  the 
distresaed,  and  so  left  ua  to  find  our  way 
home  by  ouraeives;  but  you  will  aoon  aee 
hiffl  again.  In  the  meantiiney  faow  atanda 
your  larder  ?  I  hope  you  are  well  provid« 
ed,  aa  I  have  a  ahrewd  gueaa  you  will 
have  mone  oompany  tfaan  you  expect  to 
dinner.** 

"  Company  r  repeated  «ir  Hugb^  ^I 
know  not  whom,  a$  we  have  had  noat  of 
our  firienda  lately»''  when  he  pouaed»  aa  a 
suspicion  eame  orer  hino«  from  the  aigoifi^ 
cant  expression  of  her  ladyahip^a^  counte- 
nwee,  tfaat  it  might  be  the  stremger  at 
the  Castle.  Yet,  that  Frederiek  ahoiild 
li^ve  betrayed  hk  aeeiet  in  diaoorering 
him^  he  could  acarosly  crecfit ;  when  Ina 
conjeebsea  wei»  ratfaer  increaaed  than  di« 
minisfaed,  by  obaanring  his  nephew  wind- 
ing  towaida  the  liouse,  and  apparentty 
escorted  by  a  party  of  military. 

A  few  miBataa  meie  brought  them  vis- 
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ü-vis  with  the  master  of  the  mansion, 
wben  Frederick,  apologizing  for  the  liber- 
ty  he  had  taken,  ventured  to  introduce 
the  whole  <Tpop,  and  to  request  that  they 
might  be  accommodated  with  some  re-^ 
freshment,  as  they  appeared  to  have  under- 
gone  a  long  march. 

This  sir  Hugh,  smiling  at  Frederick's 
eagemess,  readily  granted;  when,  bdli^ 
desired  to  seat  themselves,  they  were  soon 
^ivested  of  their  accoutrements,  and  re- 
gularly  pkced  on  the  grass,  except  the 
one  who  bore  the  infant,  and  he,  by  Fre- 
deriek- s  desire,  was,  with  bis  young  Charge, 
conducted  to  the  interior  of  the  mansion. 


VOL.  III.  F  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


All  now  was  bustle  and  activity  at  My- 
fod  Vale.  Sir  Hugh  gave  immediate  erden 
for  plenty  of  ale,  with  the  Contents  of  thc 
pantry  and  larder,  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  brave  fellows  who  had  so  lately  voluD- 
teered  their  lives  in  our  Service ;  and  while 
the  domestics  were  cheerftiUy  employed 
in  executing  their  master*s  oommandBi 
Frederick,  intent  only  on  the  soldier  wbote 
lineaments  had  so  particularly  Struck  his 
niemory,  foUowed  him  to  the  servants* 
hall,  whither  he  had  been  remanded. 

The  poor  fellow  was  about  to  unfasten 
the  strap  which,  passing  over  his  Shoulder, 
^iad  assisted  in  the  support  of  the  infant, 
^s  Frederick  entered ;  he  looked  pale,  and 
seemed  sinking  with  fatigue;  but  when 
he  embraced  his  child,  a  sickly  smile  stole 

over 


FEAHS  AND  CARE&  99 

ov^  his  pensive  ccmntenance,  and  he 
looked  as  if  that  Single  embrace  had 
power  to  repay  him  for  all'  Ws  sufiTerings. 
Provisions  for  himself  and*^4nfant  were 
quickly  spread  before  him,  and  while  they 
continued  to  regale  themselves,  our  hero 
could  not  help  caressing  the  lovely  infant 
whikt  it  gamboUed  in  its  father's  arms. 
In  doing  this  the  threadbare  habiliments 
of  the  poor  soldier  caught  bis  eye,  which 
in  some  parts  were  too  scanty  for  the 
limbs  they  were  meant  to  protect,  whilst 
in  others  an  exuberancy  prevailed,  from 
which  the  scanty  partious  might  have 
been  supplied,  and  which  gaye  proof  that 
they  were  not  fabricated  for  their  present 
wearer.  Upon  regarding  him  more  at- 
tentively,  the  hard-eamed  badge  of  honour 
and  meritorious  Service  was  discovered, 
proudly  pendent  from  bis  button-hole, 
supported  by  a  plait  of  rieh  aubum  hair 
around  bis  neck. 

This  caught  Frederick*s  eye,  and  ad- 
dressing  him,  he  said*— ''  Yqu  have  served 

* 
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hVroad,  my  Meild,  I  tee,  by  ybväe^inSM- 
liön :  fbr  whlch  of  your  4iar&-fi)ägbt  bat- 
f les  did  yöu  dbtäin  it  ?"* 

•*  For  the  biattle  of  Wrftertoo^  your 
honöür,"  Iie  fe^dieä,  in  a  töt^  that  Ibe- 
^poke  modesty  &nd  ctüidoür.  ^  I  Was  in 
thiä  fii^t  reginiönt  of  light  dfi^oöHs»  to 
Whöiie  cöürage  and  -braveiy  In  beating 
^\i6t\B,pärte' s' imperial  gi3uifd»f  fhe  fbrtime 
t)fthe  giöriöuB  eighteehth  Was  prihd|»% 
ötring,  änd  fbr  Whiöh  Service  thte  pimce 
ri^gent  was  gfaciously  pleased  to  -reward 
US  ^vith  this  mait  öf  distinctioti.** 

"  That  battle,  though  a  gloriöus  Me, 
as'you  terrh  it,  must  have  been  a  dil^eädfiil 
"st^ne  öf  carhage  ?" 

"  Dreadful  indeed,  your  honolir,'*  hie 
replied,  whilst  a  tear  moistened  bis  eye  at 
the  recollection ;  '^  and  it  is  no  misrepre- 
sentation  when  it  is  said,  tbat  the  shoes 
-of  the  troops  were  steeped  in  göre.  I 
myself,  after  the  battle,  walked  over  the 
plains  of  Waterloo,  and  found  the  ground 
so  drenched  With  the  blood  ^f  men  tmd 

horsesi 


hors^Si  thijilt  vay  sho^  wece  Qvex^  the  spleg 
at  every  step." 

H  Were  you  Ipng  engiigßd  i^  ^  ac>- 
tiw  ?'"  que^tioned  Fredßiic^ 

**  Npt  yery  lopg  o^  the  eighl^nth,  be^ 
cause  our  vigorpus  at1|a<;li^  pn  th<^  iniper^- 
als,  lyhp  bore  down  upon  us  almost  f^ 
soon  as  we  reached  the  fie)d  of  battl?» 
quickly  settied  the  business ;  for  Boney, 
seeing  thos^  upoii  whom  he  had  the  great- 
est  r^Uance  fall  like  shot  before  us^  gave 
all  up  {as  Iqs^,  and  takiog  flight^  the  yic- 
tpry  y/:^  ^^  decjded.  B^ul:,  yp^r  hp^ 
lipur,  pur  regiDfi^nt,  althougl^  it  fought  sp 

nobly,  had  b^ep  «harply  ewg^g^^  ^^^  ?ven- 
ivig  h^foife.  Af^er  marching  quick  pn  th/s 
seTeQteentb,  from  four  in  the  moming 
tili  five  in  the  aflernoon,  without  tasting 
any  kind  of  food,  we  drew  up  in  a  part  of 
the  road  that  skirted  a  large  wood,  and 
halted  in  order  to  obtain  a  little  \yater, 
for  we  were  all  but  famishing.  Here  we 
had  not  remained  more  than  half  an  hpur, 
ere  we  discoyered  that  this  yery  vopd  ¥ffw 

F  a  already 
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already  occupied  by  a  patt  of  tbe  Frß^ 
army,  which  we  soon  found  wcte  V^^^ 
ing  to  give  us  a  rough  saltitaüö^*  Jj^ 
Commander,  upon  this  discovery/J^^  x^, 
ordered  us  to  load  our  xmiskets,  *^^ 
bayonets,  then  to  make  a  vigoto^  ^ 
through  the  wood,  hoplng  by  theß^ 
to  gain  possession  of  an  eminew 
he  believed  to  exist  behind  it,  ani 
he  thought,  if  we  gained,  wouli 
great  advantage  to  us  in  firing  doi 
the  enemy.  But  in  this  conjec^^ 
was  unfortunately  mistaken  ;   for  " 


had  we  cut  our  passage  through  w^^^ 
than    we   discovered    that    the  ^^fc 


eminence  was  converted  into  av.  Si/ii 
Valley,  consisting  of  cultivatec^  ^  ejt^ 
chiefly  filled  with  rye,  son,  ^e/^f^. 
then  at  its  füll  height,  gre^  o/»  *  '^ 
our  passage.  Here  then,  i^^  ^^/|>  '^ 
taining  an  advantage,   we  Jo^f .  ^^^  op^^ 

Hl 
at 


came,  m  consequence,  exposej  '  ^'^  ^   ^^ 

niy's  fire  above  us  tili  nine  o'cJoeL 

when    it    gradually   ceased.     t>^^>)i^ 


ae,  in  consequence,  exposej-*  ^n^j 
's  fire  above  us  tili  nine  o'cJrv^i  ^  ^'if^    ^ 


S 
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being  no  longer  necessary,  we  threw  our- 
selves  011  the  ground»  in  order  to  recruit 
our  wearied  limbs  for  an  hour  or  two, 
wfaen,  as  soon  as  it  was  ligfat  enough  to 
enable  us  to  distinguish,  we  made  a  hasty 
retreät,  avoiding  by  Ihat  means  the  being 
cut  in  pieces,  the  French  having  every  ad*-- 
yantage  over  us,  and  arrived  on  the  plaihs 
of  JVaterho  just  in  time  to  receive  and 
conquer  Buonaparte's  boasted  imperials.'* 

^  But  I  am  afraid,  in  order  to  have 
achieved  so  noble  an  action,  the  släughter 
amongst  you  must  have  been.  very  great?* 

"  Yes,  sir,  great  indeed ;  our  regiment 
alone  retumed  eight  hundred  killed  and 
wounded.** 

"  Dreadful!"  responded  Frederick; 
**  but  I  am  happy  to  see  that  you  have 
escaped  uninjured.** 

"  Not  altogether,  sir,"  replied  the  soldier, 
while  a  deep  sigh  heaved  his  bosom  as  he 
spoke.  "  I  have  been  twice  wounded;  first 

in  the  memorable  battle  of ,  with  sir 

James  Graham^  where  I  received  a  mus- 

r  4  ket- 
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ketrball  tkrough  my  leg;  and  at  Water« 
l^o  I  was  a^pain  woiioded  ia  the  shoul- 
den**    . 

'^  Welli  mj'  friend,  your  wounda  are 
hooouiabky.  and  you  have  iK3i  doubt  been 
remunecated  by  ar  pansiou  P"*  sud  Frede- 
sick»  empbatiofiJly:. 

"  !Not  exactily  Wj,  your  honour,**  replied 
heji  iHooroAiUj.  **  Bafoie  my  arrival  in 
Ei)glwd«  my  woiuids,  tbrough  the  care 
of  a  bekved  wife»  i^ere  in  a  &ir  way  of 
beaUng;.  a»d:  believing  that  I  could  eani 
a  deoent  Uvelüiood»  with  God's  assistanee, 
as  well  fts  many  hundreds  reduced  to  the 
same  Situation  with  myself,  I  neitber  men- 
tioned  my  wounds,  nor  applied  for  a  pen- 
sion^  on  my  arrival  in  my  native  land. 
Sinee  that  period  I  have  had  the  misfor^ 
tune  to  lose  my  partner  in  afHiction; 
after  which,  perhaps  from  neglect,  my 
wounds  have  broken  out  afresh,  and  the 
doctors  now  teil  me  I  shall  never  be  cap- 
able  of  hard  labour  for  my  future  Sup- 
port." 

"Poor 


tion  will'  Bo  doubt  meet  many,  as  wß^  9ß 

f*  Afl4  wh^t  iÄW  A?  y^  ti^u^  pf  put- 
tj[ng  üa  eiseQijM^i  a§  t^  wa^  lik^ly  tp 
iCQAUe  ypu  tQ  Qlt^  ^^bs^fteiice  f^r 

yQuraeK  ^4  ^i^^?"  inftvl^ji  the  oopj- 
passionating  Fi«a«si<;)c. 

♦^  I  itMßJIc  f  ir,"  bß  F^Iied,  ■'*  of  4arying^  to 

}sfie(p  it  school..    Ji  hfLve  h^^  avcaygoqd 

eoiumoB  educatiQD ;  m^  i£  I  .coul4  loe«^ 

to  make  ^i)e^mmgf  I  ^ttßr  inyse)f  that«. 
with  unremitted  attention^  I  migh[t  be 

^^^  W^,  «y  «flftd  ./^Ppw^'  ,exc4ai^d  ,Ji(s 
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patient  auditor,  whose  feelings  had  been 
wrought  up  to  a  high  pitch  of  sensibilitjr, 
by  the  mildness  with  which  the  poor  8ol- 
dier  had  related  his  tale,  and  the  tear  whk  i 
he  had  observed  trembling  in  his  eye  dW- 
ing  the  redtal,  ^  thou  shalt  not  lack  a  friend 
to  assist  thee  in  thy  honest  endeavoun» 
nor  to  procure  thee  a  rightly-eamed  pen- 
sion^  if  the  interest  of  sir  Hugh  Singleton 
can  prevaiL" 

"  Sir  Hugh  Singleton  r  repeated  the 
soldier^  in  a  tone  of  surprise,  whilst  a  Sin- 
gular expression  of  pleasure  seemed  to 
irradiate  his  pallid  oountenance.  "  May  I 
take  the  liberty  of  inquiring  if  that  gentle- 
man  dwells  in  this  neighbourhood  ?** 

"  Certainly/'  replied  Frederick,  now 
astonished  in  his  tum — **  in  this  very 
mansion ;  but  wherefore,  my  good  fellow» 
do  you  ask  me  that  question  ?  Is  it  pos- 
sible  that  you  can  know  any  thing  of  my 
unele  ?" 

"  I  only  know  that  I  was  once  very 
handsomely  rewarded  for  a  small  piece  of 

Service 


FEARS  AND  CARES.  107 

Service  I  had  the  good  luck  to  render 
him,  for  whicH  I  have  always  retained  a 
grateful  remembrance,  thoiigh  the  Situa- 
tion of  his  residence,  from  the  lapse  of 
time,  and  other  concomitant  circumstanceSj 
had  escaped  my  memory.'' 

A  lightseemed  now  to  dawn  lipo»  the 
bewildered  mind  of  Frederick,  which  en- 
abled  him  to  account  for  the  interest  he 
took  in  the  being  before  him,  whilst,  with 
eagemess,  he  hasted  to  ask  if  he  was  not 
the  young  soldier  who,  some  ten  years" 
ago,  had  so>  kindly  interested  himself  in 
the  calamities  of  a  sickly  child,  whom  he 
discovered  amidst  a  horde  of  gipsies  in  the 
wilds  of  Plintshire  ? 

"  It  certainly  was  I,  your  honour,?replied 
Charles  Cuthbert,  who  now  stood  before 
Frederick  as  the  wounded  half-worn-out 
soldier,  who,  formerly  stnick  by  the  miser- 
able Situation  of  the  unfortunate  child,  had 
done  all  in  his  power  to  befrierid  him. 

"  In  me,"  continued  his  auditor>.  "  you 
behold  that  »ckly  boy,..and  the  higbly^ 

E  6  favoured 
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favoured  nephew  of  sir  Hugh  Singletoo, 
who,  I  am  «ure,  will  be  ready  to  umte  with 
me  in  any  act  of  kindness  that  can  leasen 
your  distress.  In  the  meantime,  restak 
ease ;  every  attention  shall  be  shown  you, 
and  you  may  depend  upon  my  unde's 
giving  you  still  more  substantial  ptooft  of 
his  hospitality." 

Our  hero  had  now  made  an  interesting 
discovery;  and  with  a  light  heart,  and 
bounding  step,  fae  hastened  towards  bis 
frienda,  who  were  engaged  in  watching 
their  nnexpected  guests,  as  they  heaitily 
partook  lof  the  repast  set  before  them»  tö 
€ommunicate  it. 

'*  It  is'  no  wonder/'  added  he,  having 
finisbed  his  relation,  ^'  tiiat  I  should  feel 
myself  so  strongly  impelled  towards  this 
man,  whose  kind  regards,  as  they  rested 
on  me,  beaming  with  compassion,  have 
never  been  obliterated  from  my  memory, 
although  I  was  not  precisely  able  to  re- 
cognize  bis  person.  And  now,  my  dear 
friends,  what  shall  we  do  for  the  wortby 

creature 
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creature  and  bis  Infant  cfaarge  ?  We  wilj 
have  a  Council  of  war,  nt  whi^  your  If^y^ 
ship  and  my  uncle  shall  presid^,  when  | 
am  sure  something  worthy  pf  such  culti* 
vated  heads,  and  benevolent  heart3>  wiU 
be  Struck  out  for  bis.  advantage.*' 

"  No  flattery,  young  inan/  crie4  her 
lädyship^  as  the  gay  party  on  the  gpeei) 
now  rose  to  depaFt»  after  haviqg  oa^rrily 
quafied  the  nut-brown  ale  wbicb  sir  Hugh 
had  ordered  tbem  ta  the  healtb  of  ^le 
donor,  when  the  young  soldier  who  had 
obligingly  offered  to  be  the  bearer  of  Cuthr 
bert's  knapsack,  that  he  might  the  better 
Support  his  cbild,  was  given  to  under$tand 
that  he  would  in  future  be  apared  thajfe 
trouble ;  and  with  the  intelligence  a  hand^ 
some  douceur  from  the  hands  of  Frede^ 
rick,  as  a  re  ward  fc»*  bis  humane  and  oon^ 
siderate  conduot. 

The  young  man  at  first  looked  a  litüc 
surprised;  but  when  informed  that  bis 
comrade  had  obtained  better  quvters  than 
had  of  late  been  bis  hat  id^meet  with^  tbey 

all 
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all  sincerely  rejoiced,  as  he  was  genaidly 
beloved  and  respected  amongst  them ;  and 
with  many  a  kind  wi'sh  fbr  bis  future  pros^ 
perity,  and  a  hearty  shake  of  the  handi 
they  bade  eacli  other farewell;-  and  while 
bis  comrades  joiimeyed  on  to  seek  a  habU 
tation  and  a  name^  the  worthy  Charles 
Cuthbert,  for  the  present,.  found  himself 
sheltered  under  ttie  hospitable  roof  of  sir 
Hugh  Singleton; 

Büt  here,  although  iii  the  possession  of 
every  comfort,  and  could' "  iight  bis  bat- 
tles  o'er  agaih"  in  peaee,  yet  it  was  not 
desiscned  that  here  he  should  rennain  to 
lead  a  life  of  inactivity  and  idleness ;  and 
as  the  baronet  agreed  with  him  in  opinioni 
that  a  school  would  be  the  most  eligible 
thing  he  could  fix  upon,  which  opinion 
was  also  sanctioned  by  lady  Ap-Howel, 
the  whole  party  immediately  set  about 
searching  for  a  Situation»  and  were  not 
long  in  discovering  what  they  sought,  at 
the  village  of  St  Amands.  Here  the 
long-known  and  highly-esteemed  precep- 

tor 
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tor  of  the  youthful  Frederick  still  dwelt, 
and  fbr  whom  his  ci-devant  pupil  still 
cherished  the  wärmest  regards,  whieh  he 
testified  by  his  constant  visits,  and  undi- 
minished  attentions ;  and  by  confiding  to 
him  their  wishes  and  intentions  respect- 
ing  Charles  Cuthbert,  they  were  soon  en- 
abled,  through  his  assistance,.  tx>  put  them 
in  execution. 

Here  then  was  the  soldier^  after  havihg 
spent  bis  youth  in  the  itnted  fitld;  fixed 
in  a  Situation  that  promised  to  reward 
him  for  past  Services,  by  procuring  a  con>- 
fortable  independence  for  his  approaching 
age. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 


^KXGHT  sbwe  the  day  in  f'se^ericlk's  eyj^ 
when  he  first  conducted  liOye  and  ]j^j 
Ap-Howel  to  the  neat-built  schocirboiife 
inhgbited  by  Charlys  Cuthbert,.  in  the  de- 
lightful  vülage  of  St  Am^p^^s.  Thei^  as 
he  contepfiplated  the  solid  comforta^  ßo  libe- 
rally  bestowed  \xy  the  qonaiderate  3ir  Hugl?» 
as  the  reward  of  an  ^ction  kindly  rendered 
to  himself,  he  feit  his  heart  expand  wjtji 
a  double  portion  of  gratitude  towards  this 
beloved  relative,  whilst  his  eyes  sparkled 
with  new-born  delight,  as  he  viewed  the 
felieity  expressed  in  the  glowing  cheek  of 
the  happy  individual  who  now  came  out 
to  meet  them. 

Modestly  saluting  the  party  as  they 
arrived,  the  happy  Cuthbert  proceeded  to 
jSihow  and  expatiate  upoa  the  beautiies  and 

conveniencies 
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conveniencies  of  bis  dwelling,  wkilst  the 
inost  grateful  expressions  of  thankfulness. 
flowed  from  his  tongue»  an4  mmgled 
with  the  description. — '*  Observe^  ladies  !** 
he  exclaiiiied,  leading  the  way^  and  open« 
ing  a  neat  little  gate,  "  this  is  my  poul- 
try-yard,  and  how  plentifuUy  stoeked  it 
is,  thanks  to  the  generous  hand  that 
filled  it !  then  do  you  see  those  two  fine 
cows  grazing  in  the  beautiful  meadow: 
^yond?  I  am  also  instrueted  to  call 
them  niine»  blessings  on  the  dongr !  theA 
— this  way  if  you  pleaae,  your  honou^ 
—then  here  is  a  charming  garden,  a^d 
how  sweet  is  the  perfumeofthe  flowers! 
oh!  how  will  my  darling  Susan,  love  to 
waddle  about  here  when  she  gets  a  little 
older!  and  oh  that  her  blessed  raother 
had  lived  to  see  this  day !  what  a  recora* 
pence  had  it  been  for  all  her  toils  and  trou-r 
bles !  But  God's  will  be  done,"  he  added, 
meekly  bowing  his  head,  "  and  for  all  his 
mercies  let  me  be  thankful  !** 
After  a  few  minutes  silencQ  given  to 

the 


114  F£ARS  AND  CAEE8. 

the  memory  of  bis  departed  wife,  Cufh« 
bert  again  took  up  his  sutgect»  and  oon- 
tinued  to  inform  his  gratified  hearers  that, 
through  the  interest  of  Mn  Bonus,  he  had 
already  acquired  several  pupils,  and  was 
in  daily  expectation  of  adding  to  the  num- 
ber.  The  above  gentleman,  he  also  added, 
had  kindly  promised  him  his  assistance  in 
Order  to  supply  any  deficiendes  on  his 
side. — "  Thus  supported,"*  he  contimiec^ 
^  I  shall  not  fear  falling;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary,  shall  hope  to  add  credit  to  the  un- 
looked-for  encouragement  I  have  met 
with ." 

"  I  have  no  doubt  of  that,"^  responded 
lady  Ap-Howel ;  "  for  when  once  people 
form  a  resolution  to  be  industricus,  and 
to  conduct  themselves  with  propriety, 
they  cannot  fall  of  becoming  respectable 
characters ;  and  thence  foUows  every  thing 
they  wish.  Bat  where  is  your  little  girl  ? 
you  must  fävour  us  with  a  sight  of  hef 
before  we  go." 

^Certainly,  she  shall  wait  upon  your 

ladyship 
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ladyship  immediately  r**  When  stepping 
out,  the  happy  father  soon  returned  with 
his  cherub,  blooming  like  the  dawn,  and  a 
visible  partaker  of  the  late  benefactions ; 
when  having  kissed  the  child,  and  bestow- 
ed  upon  it  some  little  tokens  which  Love 
had  busied  berself  in  preparing,  the  party 
took  leave  of  the  highly-gratified  Cuth- 
bert,  while  they  themselyes  experieneed 
the  heartfelt  pleasure  which  a  generous 
äction  can  never  fail  to  reflect  back  upon 
its  performer. 

**  What  a  delightfiil  moming  have  we 
passed,  dear  sir  Hugh  ^  cried  Love,  her 
cheeks  blooming  roses,  and  her  eyes  spark- 
ling with  delight,  as  she  lightly  tiipped 
into  the  drawing-room,  where  sat  her  bene- 
factor  in  conversation  with  a  visitant, 
whom  she,  in  her  eagemess  to  give  vent 
to  her  feelings,  had  not  observed ;  "  thougli 
it  is  rather  warm  I  confess,"  she  continued, 
throwing  off  her  hat  and  gloves ;  **  but 
who  would  not  remain  insensible  alike  to 
the  effects  of  heat  or  cold>  in  order  to  wit- 

ness 
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nes&  the  gratifyiog  speetade  whioh  we 
have  done  ?" 

"  May  I  ask,  my  dear/  inquired  sir 
Hugh,  smiling  at  her  esroestness^  ^  tp 
what  fortunate  circunastapoe  you  are  ix^ 
debted  for  this  exuberancy  of  8piri]t9  aii4 
satisfaction,  so  suddenly  acq^uked  tfa» 
iDoming  ?*• 

*'  Oh,  we  have  all  been  making  a  viat 
to  poor  Cuthbert  and  his  darl^ig  Uttie 
baby,"  she  replied,  i^  an  anupated  tone^ 
while  she  adjusted  her  beautiful  h^i^,  le- 
gardlesa  of  any  Q^e  beuig  present  exoept 
the  baronet;  '*  and  Frederick  i&  quite 
charmed,  a^s  well  as  myseUv  at  behcdd^j^ 
them  so  öömfortable."  Here,  turaing 
round,  she  abruptly  stopped^  at  beholding 
a  pair  of  dark  eyes  fixed  uppn  her  with  the 
niost  scrutinlzing  regards,  whilst  the  coun- 
tenance  to  which  they  belonged  seemed 
agitated  almost  to  convulsion.  In  a  mo* 
ment  the  little  colour  that  had  enliv^ied 
the  features  fled,  and  a  faint  murmur  ol-— 
^^  Gracious  Heaven !  what  a  striking  re- 

semblance  P* 
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serablänce!^   burst  ftom  the  tt^tobÜtig 
lips. 

The  intuitivte  feelihgs  öt  deHcalöJr  cöh- 
Vihceä  thiB  Ästonished  girl  that  läbe  was,  in 
some  way  or  othfer,  an  objeöt  öf  distufi^b- 
lance  to  the  pfeWoh  böfoTe  her,  although 
unable  to  account  for  it;  and  btushing 
scarlet  deep,  she  in  a  momöiit  g&thered  iip 
'her  hat  and  gloves  from  the  sota  oh 
"which  Bhe  had  carelessly  flung  ihörn,  and 
*flew  out  of  the  room  in  a  inomeiit. 

•*  And  is  she  again  fleÜ?'*  iii^uil-ed  the 

'strcmger;  ihr  it  was  no  other  ihän  bim, 

%ho,  after   lan    absence    of  cotisidefable 

*lengthy  had  dtopped  in  upon  -^it  \ß[ügh 

duHng  their  ride,  as  the  closed  diDOr  shut 

'her  from  bis  isight;    when  passing  bis 

^band  over  bis  eyes,  he  added,  in  a  sirbdu6d 

"vöice— •*  It  is  a  Vision,  wbieb,  althougb  a 

*fair  one,  comes  oilly  to  i*6taihd  lüe  of  Ib^t 

'ha|ipiness — of  days  göne  by,  which  ex- 

bibited  nöthihg  büt   inisery,  and  I  fear 

withoüt  oiie  bright  ray  to  gild  the  pros- 

pect  intütüre,''    Ü'hen  ristng  and  turning 

to 
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to  sir  Hugh,  he  added — ^  My  good  fiiend» 
I  fed  my  seif  suddenly  indisposed — ^you  will 
therefore  excusemy  thusabruptly  quitting 
you."  Then  wringing  the  band  of  his 
compassionating  auditor,  be  left  bim  to 
meditate  on  the  singularity  of  such  an 
adventure, 

That  the  stranger  could  have  any  pre- 
vious.  knowledge  of,  or  had  ever  before 
seen,  the  young  lady  in  question,  reared  as 
she  had  been  in  the  remotest  solitude  im- 
pervious  to  every  eye,  sir  Hugh  would 
not  believe.  What  was  it  then  that  could 
so  visibly  strike  him  in  her  sudden  ap- 
pearance?  "  To  be  sure,"  he  argued, 
*'  there  is  that  in  her  beautiful  extericnr, 
that  might  move  even  the  heart  of  a  stoic 
in  her  favour,  and  create  an  affection  in 
the  cold  and  guarded  bosom  of  an  ancho- 
rite;  but  here  her  presence  had  seemed  to 
create  more  of  horror  than  of  admiration, 
more  of  pain  than  pleasure ;  and  whence 
this  contradictlon  ?  It  could  not  arise,  he 
became  certain,  from  any  previous  know- 
ledge 
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ledge  he  had  of  Love,  but  must  eventu- 
ally  have  arisen  from  her  resemblance  to 
«ome  one  in  whom  he  was  interested ;  and 
hence  the  association  of  ideas  which  had 
carried  a  painful  Sensation  to  his  heart  on 
beholding  her.  Thus  arguing,  sir  Hugh 
prepared  to  seek  the  objeet  of  his  niniina- 
tiona. 

Love,  rather  alarmed  at  the  extraordi- 
nary  Sensation  her  presence  seemed  to 
have  created  in  the  unknown  person  she 
had  beheld  in  the  drawing-room,  went 
immediately  in  search  of  lady  Ap-Howel, 
to  whom  she  relatied  the  circumstanee. 
"^er  ladyship  allowed  such  a  rencontre 
was  Strange,  "  'twas  passing  stränge ;"  but 
still  no  clue  could  be  given  towards  the 
Solution  of  such  an  enigma  tili  they  saw 
sir  Hugh,  and  then  she  had  no  doubt  but 
all  would  be  satisfactorily  explained,  But 
here  her  ladyship  had  reckoned  without 
her  host.  Sir  Hugh,  it  was  true,  carae  to 
Interrupt  their  tSte-ä-tite — came  to  inquire 
after  their  inoming  ride,  to  ask  questions 

jespecting 
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rcspecting  the  settlement  of  their  ftvourite 
Cuthbert^  in  whom  all  had  become  inte- 
redted ;  but  not  a  syllable  escaped  him  re^ 
specting  his  singular  visitor. 

To  the  stranger  sir  Hugli  Singleton 
had  formerly  pledged  his  word  for  isecrecy ; 
it  would  therefore  have  been  •  acting  un- 
worthy  of  the  character  of  a  man  of  ho- 
nour,  either  to  endeavour  at  discovering 
who  he  was^  or  to  attempt  the  prying  into 
griefs  by  him  held  sacred.  The  reoent 
circumstance  therefore  seemed  ah'eady  as 
effectually  banished  from  the  mind  of  air 
Hugh  as  if  it  had  never  occiirred.  But 
this  was  not  the  case  with  Love;  her 
mind  had  received  too  deep  an  impressioD» 
both  from  the  singularity  of  the  oocor- 
rence,  and  the  exelamation  which  burst 
forth  on  beholding  her,  to  be  easily  efia- 
ced ;  and  whilst  she  dwelt  upon  them  in 
her  mind,  she  forbore  to  mention  the  cir- 
cumstance, even  to  Frederick,  althougli 
she  was  prompted  an  hundred  times  a-day 
by  recoUection  to  inquire,  ^*  to  whom  am 

an 
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an  isolated  being  like  myself  bear  so  strik- 
ing  a  resemblance  ?"  and  as  often,  while 
breathing  a  sigh,  her  heart  would  respond, 
"  to  no  one ;  the  supposition  only  oould 
have  originated  in  a  distempered  brain» 
and  the  Avild  efiiisions  of  fancy  sent  it 
forth.  Why  therefore  dwell  upon  a  thing 
for  which  there  is  no  rational  foundation  ? 
and  yet  I  cannot  divest  myself  of  the  ex- 
traordinary  and  nameless  sensations  it  has 
given  birth  to." 

While  thus  reflecting,  she  would  in- 
dulge  a  wish  that  she  might  again  be  per- 
mitted  to  behold  a  person  who  ooeupied 
so  much  of  her  thoughts ;  and  many  a 
soUtary  ramble  did  she  take  towards  the 
different  outlets  of  the  park,  in  the  hope 
of  encountering  him,  but  to  no  effect; 
when,  sorröwful  and  subdued,  she  would 
retrace  her  steps,  and  brood  in  sUence 
over  her  disappointment. 

Retuming  one  moming,  after  an  un- 
successful  ramble  of  this  sort,  she  was  sur- 
prised  to  see  lady  Ap-Howel,  acooixipanied 

TOI/,  iii.  G  by 
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by  Frederick,  approaching  wiüi  an  opea 
letter  in  her  band. 

*^  I  fear  I  bring  you  unwelcome  newsi 
my  dear  giri,"  said  her  ladyship,  on  readi- 
ing  her.  '^  See  here,"  presenting  the  ep» 
tle,  **  this  oomes  to  recall  us  to  Howd 
Castle ;  and  that  immediatdy.'* 

"  To  Howel  Castle  r  faltered  Love^  in 
a  reluctant  tone,  whilst  the  oonsciousnesB 
of  having  acted  wrong,  m  shewing  a  re- 
pugnance  to  retum,  crimsoned  her  face 
with  blushes,  whilst  she  feit  a  withering 
pang  at  her  heart,  occasicmed  by  the  un* 
welcome  intelligence. 

*^  But  my  dear  aunt  does  not  mean  to 
say  that  she  is  really  going  home  ?**  said 
Frederick,  in  a  voice  of  alarm.  "  We 
really  eannot  part  with  you  yet.  Be- 
side,  wbat  urgent  reason  can  you  have  ftr 
leaving  us,  while  sir  Howel  remains  in 
town  ?"  he  added,  with  trembling  eaga> 
ness. 

''  'Tis  not  on  sir  Howel's  account,  my 
dear  nephew,  that  1  wish  to  retum  hom^" 

rei^ed 
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rßplied  her  ladyship,  ^*  but  cm  that  of  bis 
niece.  Jeannette  Ap-Griffiths,  who  writes 
ine,  that  from  peculiar  circumstanees 
which  bave  lately  occurr^  in  her  famäy, 
a  residence  with  me  for  a  few  moi^ths 
would  just  now  be  v^ry  agreeable;  and, 
a$  I  make  a  point  of  paying  every  atten- 
tion to  sir  Howel's  relatives,  I  think  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  me,  ipy  dear  Frede* 
ricky  notwithstanding  your  long  &ce  and 
besßecbing  eyes,  to  be  at  hon^e  to  receive 
her/' 

The  naipe  of  Jeanaette  Ap-Griffitbs 
came  in  terro«  d^rk  as  the  portending 
staimf  which  in  faJUng  severs  the  twining, 
braoches  <^tbe  tencjer  vine,  or  roots  up  th^ 
lovely  Fose  which  Love  hiiQself  might  bave 
pbuited.  It  feil  on  the  hearts  of  the  young 
people  like  the  baleful  mildew  on  tjie 
young  buds  of  affection,  which  each  were 
cberishing  in  their  bosom;  and  as  they 
readied  the  house,  ^'  with  measured  step 
aod  9I0W,"  each  thought  a  name  so  harsb, 

G  2  so 
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SO  inharmonious,  had  never  sounded  in 
their  ears. 

To  defeat  the  scheme  of  this  meditated 
departure  now  oocupied  the  mind  of  Fre- 
derick day  and  night.  Persuasions  to 
give  up  Miss  Jeannette  he  knew  would 
have  no  weight  with  his  aunt;  and  so 
soon  to  lose  the  object  which  now  clung 
closer  than  ever  to  his  heart,  was  torture. 
Yet  in  this  exigency,  what  could  be  done? 
To  evince  his  eagemess  for  their  stay, 
would  only  be  to  expose  the  deep  inte- 
rest  he  feit  in  the  subjeet.  This  he  feared 
to  do,  and  yet  to  stand  tamely  by^  and 
see  them  depart  without  making  an  efiwt 
to  detain  them,  he  feit  would  be  impos- 
sible,  even  at  the  risk  of  betraying  the 
sentiments  by  which  he  was  actuated. 
At  length,  after  a  vast  deal  of  delibera- 
tion  upon  so  knotty  a  point,  the  lucky 
thought  occurred  of  persuading  his  uncle, 
who  he  knew  wished  the  continued  stay 
of  lady  Ap-Howel  as  much  as  himself,  to 

send 
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send  an  invitation  for  Miss  Jeahnette  Ap- 
Griffiths  to  join  the  party  at  Myfod  Vale. 

Frederick,  this  brilliant  idea  glittering 
in  bis  countenance,  the  next  moniing  en- 
tered the  breakfast-room,  and  having  made 
known  bis  wisbes  to  sir  Hugh,  the  pro- 
posal  was  carried  nem.  con.;  when  lady 
Ap-  Howel  also  agreed,  provided  the  invi- 
tation was  accepted,  to  protract  her  visit 
to  the  first-inentioned  period. 

Content  again  reigned  triumpbant  in 
every  breast;  and  as  the  eyes  of  the 
yoanger  party  met,  an  expressive  glance 
from  eacb  conveyed  the  satisfaction  of 
their  bearts.  \ 

Notbing  now  remained  but  to  dispatcb 
a  special  messenger  with  the  importänt 
invitation,  wbo  carried  with  bim  the  sin- 
cere  wisbes  of  all  the  party  for  its  accept- 
ance;  and  Miss  Jeannette  Ap-Griflitbs 
became  mach  less  an  object  of  dislike 
when  considered  as  an  inbabitant  of  My- 
fod Vale,  than  wjien  divided  by  the  ex- 
tent  of  the  principality. 

G  3  Aftd 
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And  now  we  will  leave  tbe  hAj  to 
perfcmn  her  joumey  in  tiie  most  oom- 
tnodious  manner;  and  whikt  she  is  tra- 
relling^  our  readers  will  ff,re  us  leave  to 
fake  a  retrograde  motiiMi»  in  order  to 
take  a  peep  at  an  old  Ißiend,  who  glided 
past  our  Visual  optics  in  the  early  patt 
of  our  perf(mnance»  bat  whcttn  we  had 
not  fbigotten. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Theodoee  Evans,  by  the  demise  of  both 
bis  parents,  was  left  master  of  himself  and 
a  handsome  property,  at  a  very  early  period 
of  his  life ;  and  being  unshackled  by  those 
domestic  ties  which  frequently  cbain  men 
to  the  spot  where  they  were  bom  for  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  he  determined  to 
take  advantage  of  the  liberty  he  enjoyed, 
and  see  what  is  oommonly  called     the 

World. 
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worid.  Having  therefore  finished  a  brilli- 
ant  education  at  one  of  the  uni versities, 
where  he  had  acquired  a  familiarity,  not 
only  with  the  dead  languages,  but  most 
of  th^  living  ones  also,  he  made  arrange- 
ments  accordingly,  and  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two  bade  a  willing  adieu,  for  the  pre- 
s^it,  to  old  England. 

Teeming  with  youth,  healtii,  and  spirit, 
the  young  traveUer,  after  quitting  Eng- 
land,  first  landed  in  France,  where,  though 
much  amused  by  the  nonchahmce  and 
careless  gaiety  whieh  mark  the  national 
character,  he  observed  too  greät  a  laxity 
of  morals  amongst  its  inhabitants  to  please 
him ;  and  it  was  not  in  France  that  our 
iastidious  traveUer  was  destined  to  become 
the  slave  of  beauty. 

Quickly  tired  of  a  place,  where  all  float- 
ed  upon  the  surface  of  the  understanding, 
and  nothing  sunk  deep  enough  to  touch 
his  heart,  he  set  out,  with  a  design  to 
Visit  some  of  the  Italian  states ;  but  as  it 
is  not  our  Intention  to  accompany  him  on 

G  4  his 


128  FEARS  AND  CAKES. 

his  jouniey,  we  will  lefer  our  xeaders  to 
their  geography  for  a  description  of  his 
road,  and  content  ourselves  with  quietly 
oonducting  him  to  Rome,  where  he  ar- 
rived  in  equally  as  high  spirits,  and  sound 
health,  as  when  he  commenoed  his  tour. 

Borne!  once  the  majestic  mother  of 
cities,  how  art  thou  fidlen !  and  how  are 
thy  proud  palaces  now  humbled  with  the 
dust !  Yet,  in  spite  of  the  desolation  that 
reigns  among  thy  tottering  ruins,  thy 
proud  pre-eminence  is  still  visible,  and 
must  continue  so,  whilst  it  afiTords  a  oon- 
firmation  of  past  events  to  the  historian — 
a  present  gratification  to  the  searching 
eye  of  the  antiqiuiryy  and  a  useful  lesson 
to  the  moralist,  when  he  meditates  upon 
the  frailty  of  all  subliinary  things. 

Thus  apostrophized  Theodore  Evans, 
as  he  first  surveyed  the  mingled  beauty 
and  decay  of  that  once-superb  eity,  where 
he  meant,  for  some  time,  to  take  up  his 
abode. 

Dame  Nature  had  infused  into  the  com- 

Position 


FEARS  AND  CABES.  129 

Position  of  this  young  man,  besides  an  in- 
ordinate  love  of  music,  a  suliicient  quanti- 
ty  of  the  tincture  of  romanoe,  which  led 
him  fiequently  to  see  things  reflected 
through  that  medium,  and  to  seek  adven- 
tures  where  no  one  besides  himself  would 
ever  think  of  finding  them.  In  no  coun- 
try  could  these  propensities  have  found 
greater  indulgences  than  in  Italy.  The 
heavenly  softness  of  their  music,  the  be- 
witching  attractions  of  their  females,  con- 
spired  with  the  romantic  appearance  of  all 
around  to  fascinate  his  senses.  To  him 
this  was  indeed  a  land  of  delight,  a  land 
flowing  in  reality  with  milk  and  honey. 

Daily  in  the  habit  of  perambulating 
the  delightful  environs  of  this  still-cele- 
brated  city,  Theodore  Evans  was  led  one 
moming  to  enter  the  tempting  enclosures 
of  the  villa  Borghese,  which,  on  certain 
days,  were  held  open  for  the  gratification 
of  the  public.  Here  he  beheld,  as  usual, 
different  groups  of  both  sexes  regaling 
themselves  under  its  refireshing  shades. 

G  5  In 
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In  one  reoens  he  observed  a  party  partak- 
ing  of  ioed  Creams;  in  atiotbiar  cc/SbtBSA 
ftmts  were  the  order  of  the  day ;  whilst 
a  third  oontained  parties  devoted  to  mi^ 
ing  and  music ;  added  to  thete,  titttnbas 
of  fashionables  were  sauntering  up  txA 
down,  listening  to  the  tuneAil  doncert  of 
the  chorirters  above. 

With  the  kut-mentioned)  liaving  no 
party  himself,  he  bad  indiacriniinatefy 
mingled,  and  had  enjoyed  b%h  aatirfxs- 
tion  in  viewing  the  difierent  groups  M  be 
passed,  when  his  ears  were  saluted  by  the 
sound  of  music  at  a  di$tance>  wfaich  ap- 
peared  to  proceed  frovn  a  spot  he  had  nct 
yet  visited.  The  silvery  toneä  of  a  lute 
striking  on  his  ears  as  he  approadied»  pos- 
sessed  as  much  attractiofi  for  Theodope 
as  Orpheus's  lyre  did  of  (Ad.  for  thoae  wbo 
foUowed  him,  and  he  imoiediately  prr>> 
ceeded  in  the  direction  from  whence  the 
Sounds  issued,  when  he  had  scarcely  thread- 
ed  the  windings  of  a  flowery  thidteC^  ere 
he  beheld  a  group  seated  on  a  gaasj 

knoH 
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kndl,    ä  Ja  gipsy^    immediately  before 

him. 

Not  liking  to  break  in  abruptly  upon 
the  party,  he  stood  still,  in  order  to  re- 
connoitre  a  little,  whilst  the  odoriferous 
shrubs  by  which  he  was  surrounded  con- 
cealed  him  from  their  view.  Several  la* 
dies  and  gentlemen,  of  different  ages  and 
appearance,  composed  the  set ;  but  there 
was  one  female  aniiongst  them  which  seem- 
ed  particularly  to  attract  his  attention. 
Her  perscm  appeared  tall  and  command- 
ing,  but  from  her  sitting  posture  he  could 
not  perhaps  satisfactorily  State  her  height. 
A  pair  of  eyes,  which,  firom  tiieir  vrvid 
brightness,  seemed  calculated  to  pierce  all 
hearts,  while  their  softness  bid  &ir  to  se- 
eure  them,  irradiated  a  countenance  of 
exact  Proportion.  Teeth  of  the  most  re« 
gular  construction  and  dazzling  white^ 
ness  omamented  a  lovely  mouth,  whose 
smile  was  fascination ;  whilst  her  fine  open 
forehead,  bound  by  tresses  of  the  darkest 
hue,  finished  the  contour  of  a  face  not  to 
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be  contemplated  with  impunity,  at  least 
by  such  gazers  as  our  Englishman,  who^ 
if  he  had  been  a  disdple  of  Mahomet» 
would  have  believed  it  to  have  been  one 
of  bis  fabled  houris  upon  earth,  and  so 
believing,  would  have  fallen  down  and 
worshipped  the  prodigy. 

If  such  was  the  effect  produced  upcm 
the  wonder-struck  Theodore  at  simply  be- 
holding  the  beautiful  creature  before  him, 
what  were  bis  feelings,  when,  taking  up 
her  lute,  which  lay  beside  her  on  the 
grass,  and  touching  its  chords  in  a  grace- 
ful  symphony,  she  prepared  to  call  förth 
its  dulcet  tones  in  an  accompaniment  to  a 
still  sweeter  voice.  Every  sense  seemed 
lost  in  the  exquisite  one  of  hearing ;  never 
had  sounds  so  füll,  so  sweet,  so  heavenly, 
before  assailed  hiin ;  and  whilst  they  con- 
tinued  to  vibrate  on  bis  ear,  he  could  al- 
most  have  believed  himself  in  the  regions 
of  the  blessed,  where  sounds  of  such  mor- 
tal  bearing  are  alone  allowed  to  enter; 
but  the  harmony  ceasing,  the  charm  dis- 

solved, 
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solved»  and  the  enthusiast  again  became 
convinced  he  was  still  an  inhabitant  of 
this  World. 

The  song  finished,  the  party  arose; 
and  as  he  watched  their  departure  from 
his  concealment,  Theodore  beheld,  with 
mfinite  satisfacüon,  the  certainty  that  the 
figure  of  this  interesting  female  corres^ 
ponded  with  her  face,  and  he  could  not 
help  applyiug  to  her  what  Milton  has  so 
exquisitely  said  of  the  youthflil  mother  of 
mankind,  that 

*^  Grace  was  in  all  her  Steps,  beaven  in  her  eye, 
And  in  every  gesture  dignity  and  love  ;*' 

and  when  he  saw  her  enter  the  carriage 
destined  to  eonvey  her  fh>m  this  scene  of 
festivity,  he  feit  that  on  this  bewitching 
creature  must  depend  the  happiness  or 
misery  of  his  future  life. 

To  follow  the  enamoured  Theodore 
through  all  the  thrilling  ecstasies  of  a  new- 
ly-coneeived  passion,  or  to  describe  all  the 
difficulties  he  encountered»  in  order  to 

make 
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make  that  pasdon  kaown  to  tlie  beloved 
object  wfao  had  inspired  it,  ia  needleit  to 
the  subject ;  it  will  be  suffident  to  atate, 
that  the  handsome  yoimg  EngKafanMin  was 
ooDffldered  too  pleasing  an  object  to  be 
lefosed  by  even  the  beautiful  LiaurentiiiB 
da  Vind ;  and  that  by  peneveranoe^  and 
the  strength  of  bis  pursev  he  waa  enaUed 
to  combat  the  prejudioes  of  her  relative^ 
who  at  length  permitted  him»  under  eer- 
tain  rdigious  restrictions»  to  kad  bis  love- 
ly  bride-eleet  to  the  altar. 

Happy  in  the  possession  of  the  most 
enviable  blessing  upon  earth,  years  of  con- 
tent rolled  imperceptibly  away  in  the  ac- 
count  of  Theodore  Evans.  His  Lauren- 
tina,  equally  attacbed  witfa  himsdtf,  was 
as  amiable  as  she  was  beautiful ;  and  to 
ward  off  every  care  whidi  migfat  disturb 
her  husband's  feUdty,  was  ever  her  chief 
eoncem.  During  the  first  years  of  her 
marriage  she  had  presented  him  with  two 
diildren.  a  wn  «id  daughter,  which,  in 
Order  to  fiilfil  the  contraet  entered  into 

an 
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on  tiieir  marriage,  were  eduoated  in 
different  fasths — ^tbe  0on  being  brought 
up  a  Protestant,  whilst  the  daugbter  im- 
bibed  the  fel^ious  tenets  of  her  mother ; 
it  being  farther  i^reed  also,  that  however 
neoessary  it  might  be  thought  for  die  son 
to  Visit  England,  the  daugbter  shouUd 
never  quit  Italy. 

In  Ulis  ^tate  time  had  fled  od  wings  of 
down;  sixteen  summers  had  sbed  tfaeir 
roses  in  th4  paths  of  the  young  Theodore, 
when  bis  father  deemed  it  necessary  that 
be  should  becoBie  acquainted  witb  bis  pa- 
ternal  bome,  where  bis  own  presence  was 
DOW  mueb  wanted,  and  where,  though 
aknost  an  alien  bimsdf,  be  hoped  bis  son 
would  not  object  to  qiend  the  greater 
part  of  bis  future  daySb 

The  prospect  of  seeing  England,  and 
wbat  was  more,  that  bome  so  often  spoken 
of  by  bis  father,  was  suffidently  tempting 
to  the  young  mind  of  Frederidc,  to  in- 
duoe  him  to  iook  forward  witb  pleasuve 
to  sodi  flfn  excursioM,  alUiaa]^  tbe  quit- 

ting 
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ting  his  fiiends  in  Borne  would  oost  lum 
a  pang  of  deep  regret  His  data  was 
dear  to  his  heart;  his  beloved  and  still- 
lovely  mother  he  held  still  dearer;  yet 
there  was  one,  a  fiiend  of  his  dster^s,  the 
lovdy  Olivia  Valvino,  who,  gro¥nng  with 
his  growth,  had  so  impeiceptibly  twined 
herseif  around  his  heart»  that  he  feit»  even 
at  this  early  age,  it  would,  but  fi>r  the 
idea  of  a  speedy  retum,  be  impossible  to 
impose  upon  himself  so  cnid  a  Separa- 
tion. 

The  time  at  length  arrived,  when,  with 
expanded  sails,  and  prospeious  gales,  the 
father  and  son,  after  taking  an  afiectionate 
leave  of  the  dear  ones  left  behind,  set  sail 
for  Albion's  happy  shores ;  and  when  its 
white  cliffs  were  visible  in  the  glittering 
sunbeams,  they  oommunicated  a  Sensa- 
tion of  delight  to  the  eanle^s  heart;  for 
however  an  Englishman  may  negleet  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  and  leave  it  to  wan- 
der in  foreign  dimes  during  his  youth, 
the  natural  love  of  his  country  never  falls 

to 
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to  return  in  maturer  years,  when  to  visit 
it  again,  to  breathe  bis  last  sigb  in  its  bo- 
som»  and  to  repose  in  peace  with  tbose  of 
bis  relatives  tbat  bave  gone  before,  forms 

tbe  grand  ultimate  of  bis  eartbly  desires. 
With  sentimerits  similar  to  tbese  did  Mr. 
Evans  now  again  set  foot  on  bis  long-de- 
serted  land. 

Quick  as  tbe  swiftest  travelling  equi- 
page  could  convey  tbem,  tbe  &tber  and 
son  posted  down  to  Monmoutbsbire,  wben 
tbe  bearts  of  botb  beat  rapturously  on 
tbeir  approacb  to  tbe  family  domain ;  tbe 
one  regarding  it  as  tbe  bappy  bome  of  bis 
infancy,  in  wbicb  be  bad  grown  to  man- 
bood,  ^  loving  and  beloved,"  wbilst  tbe 
otber  was  taugbt  to  look  upon  it  as  a 
bome  destined  to  afford  bim  every  felicity 
in  future.  Indulging  tbese  reflections, 
tbey  were  equally  rejoiced  wben  Myfi)d 
Vcdey  in  all  its  primitive  simplicity,  burst 
upon  tbeir  expecting  sight. 

y es,  reader,  in  Mr.  Evans  and  bis  youtb- 

ful 
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ful  Theodore,  now  presented  to  y  cur  view, 
bebold  tbe  fonner  proprietors  of  Myfod 
Vale.  The  father,  after  an  absenoe  of 
ei^teen  years,  again  retumed  to  the  lands 
of  his  fathers,  where  he  feit  he  should  like 
to  end  his  days,  could  he  but  persuade  lus 
Laurentina  to  share  this  happy  abode; 
while  the  son,  delighted  with  every  thing 
he  saw,  was  meditating  years  of  futuie 
felidty,  in  which  he  mi^t  enjoy  it  with 
his  beloved  Olivia  V alvino.  Alas!  how 
futile  are  the  hopes  of  man !  and  on  how 
Sandy  a.fbundation  does  he  build  his  nxi 
of  happiness ! 

Man  was  not  bom  to  live  alon^  is  an 
axiom  allowed  even  from  the  earliest  pari 
of  the  creation ;  and  dthough  Theodore 
Evans  had  a  companion  in  his  father»  he 
was  not  content.  A  yoid  remained  in  his 
heart,  which  he  feit  must  be  filled  with 
the  sacred  name  of  friend^  one  to  whom 
he  could  freely  communicate  his  thoughts^ 
his  wishes,  his  sentiments ;  in  short,  one 

with 


with  whom  he  could  be  npon  an  equality 
in  point  of  age,  and  converse  with  him  re- 
dpecting  Olivia. 

Chance,  whidi  is  ^ometitnes  sdid  to  &- 
Vöitr  the  designs  ot  mortals»  soon  present- 
ei  him  tnth  what  he  sougfat  In  the 
neighböurfaood  of  Myfod  Vale  dwelt  a 
fkmily  which,  however  they  might  be  al- 
lowed  to  come  within  the  pale  of  gentility, 
wete  not  overburthened  with  riches,  and 
hüw  to  make  a  suitable  appearance,  ac- 
tjording  to  the  rank  they  wished  to 
höM  in  Society,  frequently  puzzled  them. 
Sometitnes  it  was  adroitly  managed,  by 
artfiiUy  paying  coürt  to  people  of  open,- 
g^merous  dispositiöns ;  from  thence  fre- 
quently succeeded  civilities,  accompanied 
by  pt^esentB,  which,  although  trifling  in 
the  ^y&8  of  the  donor,  were  considered  of 
in^riiisic  value  by  the  receiver,  and  ap- 
p^reciated  accordingly.  To  a  family  such 
ffi  this  the  arriTal  of  the  proprietw  of 
Myföd  Vale  was  an  epoch  worth  record- 

ing 
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ing  in  their  family  annals ;  and  Üie  ddest 
son»  who  was  nearly  the  same  age  as  Theo- 
dore, was  immediately  directed  to  wcnrm 
himself  into  bis  oonfidence.  This,  as  he 
was  exceedingly  artful^  and  well  practised 
in  dissimulation,  was  easily  efiected ;  and 
a  short  time  saw  the  wily  Clarenoe  But- 
teral»  and  the  easy  unsuspecting  Theodore 
£yans,  hosomßiends. 

The  person  of  the  young  man  who  had 
taken  such  care  to  insinuate  himself  into 
the  confidence  of  the  unsuspicdous  Fr^ 
derick  was  ordinary  to  a  degree ;  not  the 
graces  only  had  refused  to  smile  upon  his 
birth,  but  dame  Nature  also  had  cast  him 
in  her  roughest  mould,  which  his  small 
intercourse  with  the  world  had  hitherto 
been  unable  to  polish.  But  although  she 
had  dealt  thus  hardly  with  him  in  r^ard 
to  personal  defects,  she  still  held  a  mental 
reservation  in  his  favour ;  and  whilst  you 
listened  to  the  honeyed  acoents  of  his 
tongue,  and  became  bewildered  in  a  maze 

of 
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of  flowery  fictions,  wearing  the  garb  of 
truth,  it  was  impossible  to  recoUect  that  a 
person  so  gifted  was  not  handsome. 

The  ambition  of  Clarence  Butteral,  from 
bis  birth,  had  been  to  figure  away  as  a 
person  of  some  eonsequence  in  life,  by 
which  he  hoped,  in  after  times,  to  obtain 
the  celebrity  for  which  he  panted.     The 
first  of  these  desires  he  had,  by  hook  or 
by  crook,   as  our  fiiend  Mrs.  Singleton 
woul4  have  said,  contrived  to  gratify ;  but 
the  second  he  had  scarcely  dared  to  en- 
courage,  tili  the  fortunate  arrival  of  the 
Evanses  in  the  neighbourhood,  when  it  re- 
vived  in  all  its  genuine  force ;  and  hope 
pointed   to  a  prospect,   not  far  distant, 
whence  he  might  realize  bis  most  san- 
guine  expeetations.     Another  latent  de- 
sire  also  lurked  in  the  bosom  of  the  aspir- 
ing  Clarence ;  he  wished  to  see  the  Con- 
tinent;  for  Theodore's  description  of  the 
beautiful  Olivia  had  fired  bis  soul;    he 
wished  to  see  her — ^wished  to  judge  for 
himself,  whether  the  account  given  of  her 

by 
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by  bis  fiiend  was  not  an  exaggeration  of  her 
cbanns — wisbed — in  sbort»  be  knew  not 
what  be  wisbed,  exoept  most  ardenüy  to 
acoompany  Tbeodore  Evans  on  his  retum 
to  tbe  ItaUan  shares. 


CHAPTER  X. 


Th£  blandisbments  of  Clarence  Buttenl 
produced  an  effect  equally  favourable  to 
bis  interested  views  on  botb  &ther  and 
son ;  for  wbile  TbeodcM^  feit  bimself  bap- 
py  in  tbe  society  of  tbis  youiig  man,  Mr. 
Evans  never  questioned  tbe  intentions  of 
one  so  apparently  unkackneyed  in  tbe  ways 
of  t^e  world,  nor  for  once  suspected  that 
any  sentiment,  inconsistent  witb  tbe  laws 
of  bonour  and  trutb,  could  spring  ftom 
bim. 

In  tbis  opinion  tbe  artful  Clarence  saw 
his  advantage,  and  determined  to  act  up 

to 
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to  the  characterr  he  had  assumed;  and 
although  tbere  was  scarcdy  a  vice,  young 
as  he  was,  into  which  he  could  not  have 
initiated  his  young  friend,  he  forbore  the 
gratification  of  so  doin^  deeming  it  more 
politic  to  conceal  the  doven  foot  under 
the  borrowed  garb  of  prudence,  tili  a  fitter 
opportunity  might  induce  him  to  ad- 
vance  it 

In  the  strictest  union  of  sentiment  and 
fiiendship  with  this  designing  impostor, 
on  the  part  of  Theodore,  passed  the  time 
allotted  for  their  residence  in  England; 
and  as  the  season  drew  nigh  which  was 
destined  to  convey  them  thence,  Theo- 
dore, as  the  Butterais  had  hoped  and  ex* 
pected,  was  found  to  pine  at  the  ensuing 
Separation  from  his  friend.  His  fine  flow 
of  spirits  vanished,  his  excellent  appetite 
fled,  and  his  naturally-strong  Constitution 
seemed  as  if  undermining  by  some  severe 
and  secret  calamity. 

Alarmed  by  his  altered  appearance,  the 

fond 
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fond  father,  by  attentively  observing  the 
conduct  of  the  friends,  when  present,  and 
happy  in  the  society  of  each  other,  and  the 
melancholy  contrast  that  marked  when  di* 
vided,  easily  obtdned  a  due  to  the  sonow 
that  was  thus  ravaging  the  bosom  of  hü 
son ;  and  thinking  that  a  trip  to  the  Con- 
tinent  might  be  of  advantage  to  a  young 
man  who  had  his  way  to  make  in  the 
World,  like  Clarence  Butteral»  he  immedi- 
ately  determined  upon  making  arrange- 
ments  for  the  youth  to  aecompany  them 
on  their  retum  to  Italy. 

It  remains  with  the  reader  to  eonceive 
the  happiness  of  this  Machiavel  on  receiv- 
ing  this  so  long-wished-for  invitation; 
and  warm  miist  his  ima^nation  be,  to 
portray,  even  in  idea,  the  proud  seif- 
possession  he  experienced  at  having  so 
well  sueeeeded  in  the  intricate  game  he 
had  so  long  been  playing. — "  The  firrt 
Step  in  the  ladder  to  preferment,**  he  ex- 
claimed,  with  ecstasy,  "  now  o£fers  itself 

to 
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te  my  ambitioiie  foot ;  and  leare  me  alone, 
as  aeeasion  otBsrs,  to  monnt  üp  to  tbe  la^t." 

Behold  the  Evanses,  with  Clarence  But- 
teral  in  their  train,  now  tnnriirg  tfieit 
baeks  upon  England,  and  looking^forward 
wkh  impatience  to  a  reunion  with  their 
fiTiends  in  Rome.  The  father,  with  pas- 
sions^  tempered  by  time,  longed  to  fold  his 
Laurentina  and  her  darüng  daughter  to 
his  bosom.  Tbe  son,  with  enthusiastlc 
love  reveHing,  from  a  two  years*'  «bsence, 
more  wUdly  in  his  veins,  thougbt  of  no- 
tbing  but  embracing  his  divine  CHivia; 
wb^t  bis  friend  saw  nothing  in  his  day- 
dreams  more  important  Üian  tbe  idea  of 
tuming  every  incident  ta  account,  whilst 
he  envied  the  ill-concealed  transports  of 
the  unsuspeeting  Theodore. 

The  epoch  in  which  the  friendis^^  arrived 
at  R^me  was  that  when  the  turbulent  in- 
fiuence  of  tbe  French  revolution  began  to 
spread  itself  in  the  kingdom.  Tbis  was  a 
periodr  wbicb  a  genius  and  disposition  Uke 
that  of  tbe  designkig  Clarence  knew  how 

roL,  IIL  H        '  to 
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to  tum  to  advantage,  and  a  very  short 
time  elapsed  before  his  intriguing  spirit 
had  made  itself  manifest,  in  various  covert 
\vays  to  aid  and  assist  the  oyerwhelming 
designs  of  the  usurper;  whilst  his  friends 
and  patrons,  totally  incapable  of  suspecting 
his  nefarious  practices,  admitted  him  to 
their  bosom  coundls,  and  treated  him  in 
every  respect  as  one  of  the  family. 

Haying  now  obtained  a  tolerably-sure 
footing  in  the  theatre  of  aetion,  he  had 
time  to  repose,  and  reconnoitre  the  ground 
before  him.  The  two  master-passions,  to 
which  he  had  ever  bowed  with  adoration, 
were  combined  with  many  minor  ones  by 
which  he  was  actuated,  and  amongst  the 
latter,  the  love  for  women  stood  foremost 
Still  Butteral  was  not  so  blinded  by  vanity 
as  to  be  insensible  to  the  few  attractions 
he  possessed  for  female  preferenoe,  and 
therefore  never  aimed  at  creating  an  inte- 
rest  in  any  female  bosom,  while  to  obtain 
them  upon  his  own  terms  was  all  he  stipu- 
lated  for.    The  soft^  voluptuous  davighters 

of 
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of  Italy  he  had  beheld,  from  bis  first  ar- 
r|val  amongst  them,  with  admiration  and 
delight ;  Julia  Evans  he  thought  beauti- 
ful,  but  Olivia  Valvino — that  Olivia 
whom  he  had  been  taught  lo  think  divine, 
far  exceeded  bis  transcendent  expectations ; 
and  to  decoy  her  to  bis  arms  was  tbe  pur- 
pose  that  now  lay  uppermost  in  bis  mis- 
chief-making  brain. 

Many  montlis  had  not  elapsed  after 
Theodore*s  restoration  to  tbe  society  of  bis 
beloved  Olivia,  ere  tbe  aspect  of  tbe  times 
gave  notice  of  disturbing  their  tmnquillity. 
Already  had  tbe  approaching  armies  of 
tbe  invader  of  almost  all  Europe  created 
eonstemation  in  tbe  peaceful  inbabitants 
of  Rome — already  had  danger  begun  to 
stalk  abroad,  and  already  had  heavy  con- 
tributions  been  levied  on  its  wealtby  Citi- 
zens, wben  tbe  Evanses,  doubtful  alike  of 
tbeir  personal  safety  as  well  as  tbe  security 
of  tbeir  property,  began  to  debate  witbin 
themselves  on  tbe  propriety  of  tbeir  again 
retuming  to  England.     In  order  to  facili- 

H  8  täte 
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täte  tlüs  project,  they  foroied  the  resolu« 
tlon  of  disposing  of  some  of  their  Italian 
possessions,  and  began  to  lay  plans  as  to 
the  niost  expeditious  modes  of  trayeUinj^ 
when  they  found  their  designs  frustrated, 
and  their  plans  abortive»  by  having  a  body 
of  armed  men  immediately  lodged  in  the 
])ouse.  This  was  a  circumstance  hitherto 
unprecedented ;  and  why  they  should  be 
singled  out  to  be  thus  burthened,  w^  to 
them  inexplicable.  From  this  pedod  all 
seemed  to  go  wrong  with  this  devoted 
family ;  spies  were  set  upon  thjeii:  actions^ 
their  property  diminished^  and  they  be- 
came  next  prisoners  in  their  own  dwell« 
ings.  Added  to  this,,  the  indignities  to 
Avhich  the  females  of  the  party  were  ex- 
posed,  irom  the  taunting  insults  and  coarse 
ribaldry  of  the  soldiers,  was  insufferable ; 
and  hard  indeed  must  that  heart  be  which 
could  unmoved  behold  their  deplorable 
condition.  Such  a  heart,  however,  did 
exist  in  the  bosom  of  Clarenc^  ButteraL 
This  monster,  for  a  bribe,  ha4,  be^rayed  the 

confidence 
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Confidence  of  the  friekid  whose  bread  hfe 
wafl^  eating — had  carried  devastation  into 
his  family ;  nor  was  he  content  to  stay  hi^ 
villainous  hand  so  long  as  any  tiiing  in  the 
shape  of  gain  was  to  he  obtain^»  or  any 
sensual  gratification  to  be  e^pected  on  the 
score  of  the  innocent  Julia. 

Wounded  m  the  tendereist  part  by  be- 
holding  his  adored  wife  and  ddrling  daugh- 
ter  thus  hourly  exposed  to  indignitieä 
whkih  k  iH  feecame  them  to  feceive,:  büt 
firom  which  there  was  no  redress  save  tliät 
of  flight,  which  every  hour  convinced  thebi 
became  less  and  less  practicabfe,  Mr,  E  yftn^^ 
at  length  proposed,  in  ord'er  tö  secure  theife 
safety,  that  a  Separation  shoulä  take  place 
between  them;  and  that,  Whilst  lle  atidf 
Theodore  remained  at  home  to  wätcH  arid 
counteract,  as  far  as  possible,  the  licentiöu^ 
proceedings  of  their  unwelcorne  girestS, 
the  ladies  should  become  inmates  of  Villa 
Valvino ;  here,  with  their  highly-est^^rri^ 
Olivia,  her  worthy  parents,  and  gallänt 
brother  to  defend  them,  he  triisted  they 

H  3  would 
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would  be  exempt  from  the  outrages  they 
were  daily  experiencing  in  their  own  man- 
bion. 

AVith  this  arrangement  the  exigency  of 
the  times  led  them  to  comply ;  and  expe- 
riencing  no  Opposition  to  their  plan,  the 
next  day  saw  them,  escorted  by  Clarenoe 
and  Theodore,  in  safety  with  their  frieuds^ 
-where  the  wärmest  reception  promised 
that  security  they  were  now  denied  at 
home.  But,  alas!  little  did  these  inno- 
Cent  people  eonceive  the  net  that  was 
spreading  for  their  destruction  l  In  order 
to  accompHsh  the  Separation  of  the  lovely 
Julia  from  her  natural  protectors,  and  to 
establish  her  an  inmate  with  the  divine 
Olivia,  was  a  Machiaveliau  project,  for 
which  the  artful  Clarence  hugged  himself, 
not  doubting  but  a  rieh  reward  in  the  pos- 
Session  of  l)oth  awaited  bim. 

From  this  hour  misfortune  in  every 
tangible  shape  appeared  to  beset  the  house 
of  Valvino.  In  vain  did  the  noble  owner 
and  bis  lofty-minded  son  exert  themselves 

to 
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to  stem  the  torrent  that  threatened  tb 
overwhelm  them ;  it  came  rushing  in  all 
its  fury ;  and  bursting  over  their  devoted 
faeads,  bore  down  all  before  it. 

Theodore  Evans  bad  supported  bis  own 
calamities,  and  those  of  bis  unfortunate 
femüy,  witb  a  degree  of  beroism  tbat  did 
him  bonour ;  but  to  bebold  bis  worshipped 
Olivia  tbus  precipitated  from  ber  exalted 
Station  in  life,  witbout  a  bome  to  call  ber 
^wn,  unmanned  him,  and  he  wept  his  in. 
ability  to  serve  ber  on  tbe  bosom  of  tbe 
treacberous  Clarence,  wbilst  be  would 
(donsult  bim  as  to  tbe  steps  necessary  to  be 
taken  in  order  to  save  tbem  aU;  for  be 
eould  not  be  convinced  tbat  tbe  lives  of 
eitber  family  were  safe,  when  so  apparently 
inarked  out  for  destruction. 

Tbis  was  tbe  grand  climax  to  wbicb  the 
crafty  Butteral  wished  to  bring  Theodore. 
He  had  tbus  far  succeeded  in  crushing 
two  ßimilies  to  the  earth,  aided  by  his 
overbearing  associates,  witb  whom  be  had 
divided  tbe  spoils  by  wbicb  be  became 

H  4  rieh ; 
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rieh ;  but  there  was  8till  raore  to  be  doo^, 
wbicb  required  a  masterly  band»  and  fer 
which  tbe  absaice  of  tbe  lover  and  brother 
of  bis  destined  victims  was  higfaly  nec» 
sary ;  an  escape  tberefore  to  England  was 
immediately  suggested. 

*^  But  bow,  my  dear  Clarenoe,  can  this 
be  accomplisbed  witbout  money  ?**  inqui^ 
ed  Theodore. 

That  was  a  question  Clarence  very  wdl 
knew ;  but  eager  to  get  rid  of  hira  at  any 
rate,  he  advised  Theodore  to  take  a  triy 
over  first,  in  order  to  raise  tbe  neoeasarj 
sums,  ofiering  in  tbe  meantime  to  sfiandia 
his  stead  as  guardian  to  bis  afiiicted  fuoiify ; 
when,  at  his  return»  he  would  resign  the  of* 
fiee  of  protector,  and  assist  in  eonducting 
them  from  thisland  of  terror  and  desoktioik 

Such  was  the  advice  of  the  apparently- 
interested  Clarence  Butteral,  iwtercsttd 
only  io  the  safety  and  tveißire  g£  his 
friends,  which  perfectly  corresponded  witb 
tbe  ideas  of  the  half-distracted  Theodore, 
as  being  tbe  only  means  of  liberatinig  those 

most 
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most  deäi*  fo  him;   anä  relymg  öti  tfie" 
torpid  ofhisfiiendto  do  all  thät?  hfe  fetf" 
p]töäi$9ed  düi&g  his  abis^ce,  he  hasten^d 
tö  tioüduli  his  father  as  tb  the  ]f>röprietj^  m 
thö  srfep  äbout  to  be  tiaken.    Upön  Kis^  äk^* 
Gent  towards  the  scantily-fuhiished  apaoHr- 
meiit,  ncfw  alone  remaining  fbr  the  üse  or. 
hiä  vehimted  pÄrehtf,  he  h^rd,  amidst  thi6 
bustling  toties  of  several  voices,  the  min- 
gled'crieS  of  distress,  and  quickly  enterihg,- 
whät  was  his  consternation  at  behölding 
that  beloved  father,  of  whoni  fife  had  comcf^ 
in  search,  in  order  to  demand  his  advice' 
in  regard  tö  the  seheme  in  questionj  lying 
ih  the  agoiiies  of  death;  and  scarcely  had 
he  time  to  recoghizfe  and  bless  his  son,  ere 
that  spirit  which  häd  animated  the  body 
of  the  BcÄt  of  fathers^  aind  of  friends  had 
fled  fbr  ever. 

Börne  down  by  the  tissiie  of  mlsfor- 
tunes  whiöh  had  so  unaccountably  accu- 
mulated  to  crush  him  and  his  family,  the 
Söul  of  the  high-spirited  Evans  had  sud- 
denly.  giveh  yfuy,  leäving  to  his  s<»i,  as 

H  5  his 
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his  representative,  the  care  of  those  dearest 
to  bim  in  life ;  and  to  whom  the  double 
duty  of  aiding  and  assisting  those  bdoved 
bemgs  now  devolving,  made  him  the  more 
atrenuous  in  the  arduous  task  which  be 
had  imposed  upon  himself  to  perfinrm. 
Not  a  seoond  was  now  to  be  lost.    To 
leave  bis  balf-distracted  motber  and  deep- 
ly-sorrowing  sister  at  a  period  like  the 
present,  seemed  the  quintessence  of  ci^uel- 
ty ;  but  it  was  a  case  that  admitted  of  no 
palliation,  thougb  he  might  bave  been 
somewbat  consoled  by  the  i^flection,  oould 
be  have  thought  at  all,  that  he  should 
leave  these  beloved  relatives  in  the  sacred 
hands  of  friendship,  whilst  he  winged  bis 
way  to  distant  climes»  as  the  means  of 
procuring  their  future  safety ;  and  at  this 
period  was  it,  after  an  expeditious  voyage 
to  England,  that  Theodore  JEvans  made 
his  Singular  visit  to  sir  Owen  Singleton, 
as  recorded  in  our  first  volume, 

The  result  of  this  visit  has  been  already 
explained ;  we  have  therefore,  instead  of 

placing 
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pläcing  him  oti  the  rack  of  suspense,  and 
describiiig  all  the  tortures  he  suffered 
from  impatience,  which  frequently  led 
him  to  curse  the  tardiness  of  the  vessel 
that  bwe  him,  only  to  condiict  the  ardent 
Theodore,  after  having  so  well  succeeded 
in  his  mission,  with  all  the  rapidity  possi- 
ble,  back  again.  But  although  no  extiu- 
ordinary  delay s  had  occurred  to  retard  hU  > 
progress,  still  his  absence  had  been  of  suf-- 
fident  duration  to  have  engendered^  «i 
thousand  mischiefs  ihimical  to  his  repose.  • 
Upon  his  quitting  Rome,  the  count  Val- 
vino  and  his  gallant  son,  the  youthful 
Lorenzo,  had  been  dragged  from  thdr 
home  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  conveyed 
no  one  knew  whither;  but  not  before  the 
most  solemn  compact  had  been  sealed  be- 
tween  him  and  the  lovely  Julia  Evans, . 
between  whom  a«  aflfection  had  long. sub- 
sisted,  although  it  was  no  season  for  woo- 
ing,  whilst  sorrowing  over  a  father's  hier, 
abrother's  absence,  and  a  mother's  tears ; 

H  6  and 
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*^ %liwiiiwiii  wiiiii  wiBch 
Waa.egerwDnMULiDrnM;hJ>nin— r  woskl^ 

sMiiifiim  gnsalr  andr.  Bneommoii  ;*  nrit  1^1» 
aflasatng  tie:  imposiDg*  title  <rf  boibiii^ 
Iiomiz^beHefvd  Mmseif  tesTabla*  M  «^ 
feid  tlwatsHftaiMr  be  ^niAied:  tou  th»  ptfi* 
seoated  flmnlyi 

Tbe  mnmp  c£i  these  youag^  pwplir 
stoengliieiialtthitinterest  anA  aflbc«tMi;if 
th»  indtnifbudil^  tbuiu  thnwoi  vßpcm  Mcft- 
odiev  -ftr  suppoct;  white'  üß  frustrated^fifi*  a^ 
thne^  tbe*  Msikfiaap  derigns  of  thcw  imli^ 
eiiofii3^;  bat»  t^e  bcomiiig  rege  into»  wbM' 
h0>  waBfctbrown^ bj  this^  unexfpect^  eod)^' 
ticm^  waa^  not  to^^  be  extingubbcd:;  ilft  ar^ 
dourmight  indded  be  damped  fot^axsn^ 
sooli^tlMliite  oeouixeiice;.  bnt  läceiwaler 
soattarei  oyer  btsrnhig  ooals,.  it  onljrKnnrii 
ta  maket  ihß  flame  of  ven^aiioe  burari 
moret'  vinctt^  tfaa».  even^^---*'^  Hasbänakf^ 

muttered 
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itiuüterad^he  tD  faimsei-'*^  Fs^  !  Him^ 
bafids  are  as  eajäty  rent^v^  aft;  othes'  menp^ 
wfaeik  üecessity  or  indSinatilHi  reqtrirfar  k; 
and  ydtr  sfaall  nab  loRgp  be  burthenect  wHh 
yoiin^  ni^  loVely*  Jtllis^  I  Illr6i»ise  y€%i^! -' 
Tbe  youn^  IjOfenlxv  witb  Us  father,  cB»-^ 

Morrar-struA  at  agi  apj^t^i^  a  trai»^ 
actione  tfae  distratted  f^üle^^had  noir  no 
one  tc  rdy  upon^  but  tbe  peefidiom  Cla^ 
reiio^  wbonv  tbey  befieved  »5  mücb  tfaeir 
frieiid  aB^eTer;  tohim^  tbetefbre,  ffaey  ui^^ 
bortbetied  thek  gri^s^^to  him^tbey  loöked 
fbr  that  proteetieii'  whidi  he  was  not  slow 
iii  promdsing,  and  to  him  they  loolced  fbr 
reAtfei^  in  the  Kstoratton  c^  the  two  gen- 
tkmen  who  had  so  straogely  disapp^ai^d. 

Here  the  wUy  Sutteral  saw  his  advan«^ 
ts^ ;  in  this  pomt  fäie  divine  Oliria  wocüd 
be  vulnerable;  to  save  a  father's  artd  a 
brotiier*s  Ufe,  what^sam^ces  might  sfae  not 
be  brdu^it  to  mäke!  from  this  moment^ 
he  dated  tbe  sucoess«  of  bis  välainy. 

7hedeY0ted  Olivia,.  as  ränking  first  in 

bis 
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his  estimatton».  now  becamethe  object  of* 
his  silent  attentioiis;  but  finding  they 
passed  unregiffded,  he  was  prompted  by- 
impatience  to  a  more  unequivocal  pro- 
ceeding,.  and  boldly  declared  biir  passioD 
in  terms  not  to  be  mistaken,  and  as  quick-^ 
ly  received  a  mild  but  positive  refussli 
from  the  otject  of  his  pursuit  Clarenoe 
knew  enough  of  the  sex  to  understand 
that  however  scarce  they  may  be^  there 
axesome  femalesthat  will  not  ^^unsougbt 
be  won  r  and  therefore  nothing  daunted,. 
he  retumed  with  unabated  vigour  to  the 
sieg^  tili  a  threatened  application,  on  her 
party.to  the  countess  her  mother»  induced 
him  in*  some  measure  to  throw  off  the 
mask  by  offering  terms  of  capituktion — 
nothing  less  than  the  guaranteeing  the 
safety,  nay,  even  the  lives  of  those  most 
dear  to  her. 

To  save  lives  so  precious,  Olivia  Valvino 
would  have  done  much ;  but  to  have  sacri- 
ficed  herseif  to  one  so  odious  in  his  person, 
even  if  her  heart  had  not  been  inviolably 

attached 


attaehed  to  another,  wasnot  to be thought 
<^;  fbr  she  was  convineed,  had  her  gallant 
iather  and  beloved  brother  been  present  to 
liave  heapd  this  insolent  proposal  from  one 
1^0^  Uttle  authoFized  to  make  it,  they  would> 
have  eommanded  her  to  refuse  her  aoqui*^ 
esoence.    Was  tbis  a  man,  she  questioned 
within  herseif»  on  wh<Hn  she  could  place 
any  relianee  ?  was  not  he  a  very  wretcb, 
who  could  thui»  endeavour  to  wound  bis 
absent  friend  in  tbe  tenderest  point,  by 
wishing  to  supplant  bim  in  the  affectionss 
of  the  woman  he  loved  ?  and  if  he  was 
capable  of  committing  an  action  so  vile 
in   its    conseqiiences    as  this,    why  not 
others? — "  Ah,   my   unhappy  friends!" 
she  wildly  exclaimed,  as  conviction  seem- 
ed  to  break  in  upon  her  mind,  **  too  sure- 
ly  have  you  been  the  prey  of  this  deceit- 
ful  man ;  and  who  knows  how  soon  your 
poor  Olivia  may  be  destined   to  follow 
your 

From  this  painful  soliloquy  she  had  but 
just  recQvered  sufficient  composure  not  to 

alarm 
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dann^  Her  belore4  and  safieiing  motfaei^ 
wlmi  tfae  obyect  of  iier  meditation  stood 
befive  her.  Fram  the  haught^  and 
averted  kM^  et  O&nn^  the  penetrating^ 
Clarenoe  aaw  he  had- nothing  to  bope  on 
the  score  cf  her  oomi^iance;  itWaatheri^ 
ftre  neoMsaiy  to  the  oompletion  of  hi«; 
piofeet  tliat  he  sbraläl  pMceed^  to  eitk- 
niities>;  and  the  doom  oftlHiviai,  the  bean^- 
tifid  and  aceomplished  OUvia  Valvindi 
was  fiom  this.  dark  period.  unaltei^ly. 
fixed. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


In  Order  to  trepan  the  artless  object  o£  his 
worthless  paessioii  the  more  securely  into 
bis  clutches»  the  dedgning  Butteral,  tvho 
Lad  stiU  a  deeper  game  U>  playv  found  it 
neoessary  to  pro^eed  witli  all  tbö  oaMtiöh, 
as  well  as  rapidity^  which  the  shortöess 
o£  Theodore's  abseiice  Idlowed»  Affecting 
tiiierefore  still  to  wait  Oliviä's  drisw^i  he 
neither  diarmed  her  by  äny  furtbelr  pros^ 
cution  of  his  unwelcome  suit,  nor  appear- 
ed  to  Understand  or  renmrk  the  unusual 
ooldness  of  her  maiider,  but  devöted  his 
time  and  attention,  as  formerly,  to  the 
unfortnnafte  fatnily. 

Aboiit  this  period  the  sorrowing  Julia 
wa6  destined  to  receiye  an  additional  shock 
to  those  by  Which  she  had  already  been 
Aearly  overwhelmend ;  frotn  dtty  to  day 

sUe 
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she  experienoed  the  unutterable  giief  of 
sedng  her  only  surviving  parent  sinking 
lapidly  into  the  tomb.  which  already  ap- 
peared  yawning  to  receive  her.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  gentle  and  beautiful  Lao^ 
rentuia  was  not  sufficiently  robust  to  bear 
up  against  the  storms  that  faad  so  rudeiy 
assailed  her;  the  foundation  had  beoi  sap- 
ped  to  the  bottom — ^it  tottered,  crurabled^ 
and  at  length  feil,  never  to  rise  again  in 
this  World  of  vioe  and  misery. 

Ib  oonsequenoe  of  this  melandidy 
event»  however  the  susfndons  of  the 
wretdied  Olivia  might  appeav  to  be  lalled, 
through  oompassion  for  the  afflacted  Julian 
they  y^ere  not  laid  asleep ;  and'  deeply  ctid 
she  watch  the  tum  of  the  heavy  lurking 
eye  of  Clarence,  as  he  sat,  in  her  imagina- 
tion»  Dieditating  mischief.  To  have  trust> 
ed  herseif  a  moment  alone  with  bim,  worlds 
could  not  have  bribed  her;  and  yet  to 
have  made  known  all  her  horrid  surmises 
in  regard  to  him,  would  be  to  bereave 
themselves.  of  the  only  protector  they  had 

the 
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the  semblance  af;  she  therefore  deter- 
mined»  as  the  safest  way,  never  to  be  in 
Company  with  him  but  in  the  presence  of 
her  friend  or  mother;  and  to  guard  her 
suspicions  in  the  strictest  manner,  tili  the 
retum  of  her  own  beloved  Theodore 
might  ehable  her  to  repeat  them. 

Olivia  suoeeeded,  as  she  thoiight,  in 
keeping  her  resolution  for  some  days  un- 
suspected  by  any  one ;  but  the  veil  which 
she  had  cast  over  her  conduct  was  quick- 
ly  penetrated  by  the  watchful  Clarence, 
while  he  played  with  her,  as  the  artfu) 
angler  tickles  the  trout  destined  to  swal- 
low  his  bait. 

For  several  days  then  all  went  smoothly 
on,  tili  it  was  understood  that  a  solemn 
mass  was  going  to  be  performed  in  the 
Chureh  of  St.  Peter,  on  the  eve  of  a  pa- 
tron  Saint,  when  to  implore  his  favour 
and  protection  for  their  persecuted  coun- 
try,  as  well  as  compassion  for  their  do-^ 
mestic  calamities,  was  an  opportunity  not 
to  be  neglected  by  any  bnona  CattoUco  ^ 

and 
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and  Oliyia,  in  oonsequeiio^  feanng  no  in^ 
temiption  from  her  persecutor  during  w 
solemn  a  festival»  when  the  tears  of  soflfer- 
ing  thoiuands  would  bedew  the  feet  of 
tfaeir  altan^  hesitated  not  to  aooompanj 
her  mother  and  the  drooping  Julia»  at- 
tended  by  Clarence  Butteral»  in  this  ne- 
oessaij  act  of  devotion. 

The  splendid  dorne  of  this  stupend* 
ously-magnificent  cathedral  ahready  Uazed 
iHightly  with  its  innumerable  lamps,  efe 
our  party  ttitered  its  walls.  Hundredsbad 
alieady  made  their  way  towards  thegilded 
shrine  at  whieh  they  wished  to  kned^ 
and  many  more  were  pressing  on  thenr 
from  behind,  when  their  amis,  which  had 
securely  been  entwined  within  each  othei's, 
were  suddenly  disunited  by  the  crowd, 
and  in  another  moment  Olivia  found  her- 
seif with  no  other  protector  than  the  man 
whieh  she  had  the  greatest  cause  to  dread. 
For  a  moment  she  beheld  her  Situation 
with  horror,  and  gazing  wildly  around,  as 
iar  as  her  eye  could  penetrate,  she  eagerly, 

though 
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though  ixx  an  under-tone,  demanded  her 
znother. 

^^  She  is  but  separated  fi?om  us  by  the 
crowd;  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  rejowt 
her/'  whispered  Clarence;  when  scarcdy 
attending  to  bis  reply,  Olivia  became  wild 
with  apprehensdons ;  but  as  the  sanctity 
of  the  plaise  forbade  her  giving  vent  to 
tbe  suspidons  which  assailed  her,  she  could 
ouly,  with  excessive  tremor,  beseech  her 
comp^ion  to  go  in  search  of  her  frksnds, 
«Beging  a  thousand  tiraes,  and  thafr  with 
tmlJii,  that  she  had  much  rather  he  wöuld 
gWe  his  attention  to  them  than  remain 
tvitb  her.' 

Appacently  won  by  her  Import unity, 
Siittecal  at  length  agieed  to  oomply  with 
hec  request,  though  at  the  imoiinent  ha« 
zacd:  of  leaving  her  unprotected,  when 
tuming  his  head,  he  caught  sight  of  a. 
gentleman  with  whoqi  he  acknowledged 
an  acqijaintance»  and^  beekoning  him  from 
hia.  party,  Jje  begged  leave  to  consijgn 
OUvia  %o  hi»  oape^  fer  a  few  momenta. 

Any 
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Anf  €De^  in  her  opink»,  was  prefeiable 
to  Um;  and  eageriy  aooepting  the  praf- 
ftred  arm  of  thc  stFanger,  she  insisted 
upon  BatteraTs  instantlj  going  in  seardi 


ScmuJy  had  a  minute  elapsed  after  dns 
wiiai  the  pealing  anthemie- 
thitough  the  giaud  choir,  in  otia 
to  gire  Dolioe  of  the  de vation  of  the  bost, 
when  all  sunk  upon  their  knees,  and 
Oüriig  wiapping  her  Cace  in  her  veil,  was 
tDO  intoit  apon  her  devotions  to  recollect 
her  peiikNis  Situation ;  all  vanished  from 
her  mental  view,  save  the  reoollection  dHt 
she  was  now  in  the  house  of  her  God, 
and  to  him  she  owed  the  purest  senti- 
ments  of  her  heart,  whieh  she  now  ofiered 
up  in  the  humblest  adoration  and  praise. 
The  tumult  of  her  mind  somewhat  calmed 
by  the  fervour  of  her  devotion,  Olivia  arose 
fnxn  her  recumbent  posture,  and  looked 
around  with  oonfidence,  in  the  hope  of 
seeing  her  fnends.  In  this  hope  she  was 
not  disappointed ;  her  mother,  with  Julia, 
'"^'^  escorted 
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escorted  by  Butteral,  stood  over  against 
her ;  and  though  the  pressure  was  still  too 
great  to  admit  of  their  approaehing  eaeh 
other,  a  show  of  reoognition  took  place  on 
both  sides,  which  satisfied  her  of  their 
safety. 

The  Service  concluded,  the  crowd  be- 
gan  to  disperse,  and  in  their  retreat  hur- 
ried  Olivia,  along  with  her  conductor,  to- 
wards  the  grand  entrance.  Fearing  to 
lose  sight  of  her  mother,  she  constantly 
kept  tuming  her  head,  to  aseertain  if  she 
was  near,  and  as  constantly  saw  her  mov- 
ing  forward  in  the  same  direction  with 
h^-self»  but  invariably  remaining  at  an 
equal  distance,  though  frequently  assured 
by  her  guide  that  she  could  not  fail  to 
overtake  them. 

In  this  way  was  she  bome  forward,  tili 
OD  entering  the  streets,  which,  when  con* 
trasted  with  the  blaze  of  light  she  had 
qidtted,  appeared  to  be  in  total  darkness, 
she  was  unable  to  distinguish  one  object 
frQm  another ;  and  the  poor  Olivia,  left  in 

the 
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the  hwdg  of  tbia  stnugert.  was  by  him 
Hurried  into  a  street  le^ding  in.  a  oönlwy 
direction  to  the  one  she.ought  to  haM 
entered^  a%  ihe  extremüy  of  whidi  stood 
a  carriage  in  waiting  to  ooovey  her  fion 
her  hpme  and  her  friends  for  ever. 

Great  was  the  alarm,  both  of  Julia  aad 
tbe  oountess  Valvino,  upon  fiuding  thit 
Olivia  had  not  reached  homä  so  soon  as. 
tbemselves;  but  wben  the  peafing  bdi 
from  the  dorne  of  St  Peter's.  struf^  the 
houE  of  midnight»  and  tbey  saw  her  nefc 
Keason,.  in  either»  scajscdy  kept  posseaaim 
of  her  throne,  it  was  in  vain  thot  tbe 
h^distracted  im>ther»  dreading  every  efä 
tbat  might  b^ialL  her  Luckless  ohild  ia 
timea  like  the  present,  calied  upon  her  to 
return.  In  vain  the  half-fainting  Julia 
requir^d  her  losb  Mend  and  sister  at  the 
handa  of  Buttenal ;  while  he  pretendedi  to^ 
soothe  their  alarm  by  assuvanoes  of  her 
safety,  and  bis  friend^s  integrity. 

In.ibiaLway  passed  the  sleeplesa  nighfr 
The  afisping  dayy  and;  many  following^ 

brought 


iRüEyil^  them  nö  rdlef ;  tilll  woMT  mit 
wiih  trati^ifig;  grief,  and  apprehrMsksWof 
"vlrbttt  tbe^migbt  still  hare  to  eneotioter, 
these  sttfifering  fema}es>  gate  wa^'to  d»^ 
pair,  and  sunk  beneätb  tbe*mei'oU«toat* 
taofas^  that  bad  been  so  craeHy  lerellod  at 
Üieir  pi9aos» 

A  ragingi  fev^,  aeoompanied  by)^  dtB^ 
liriuY]!^!  now  raged  in  the  \eim  of  tiiitf 
eountess,  wbile  a  low  nervous  attack  ap* 
pMfed  tD  xonsume  tfaevery  vitate  of  tbe 
halßfren&(ied  Julia. 

Ckreiic^,  the  detestäble  Clat^HM,  bo- 
1^.  tö  fear  be  bad  oversböt  iÄe'  tüotki 
and  inste^d  of  fakly  securing  botti'  b&t 
vkrtmis^  be  sbould  bd  in  dangerof  losUig 
one  of  tfaem.  Olivl^  be  beiievddt  t^  bd 
hii5  bfeyofid  the  powÄ  of  fate  tö»oppö#e ; 
$mi  Jiilia  be  intended  to  make  so;  should 
not^death  interrene  to  prevenl/  it:— -^  BUt 
tusby  wadt,**  bie  exclisdmed  tb  bimself«  •*  iii 
otäet  to  give  the  grim  king  of  teitoM^aii 
opiK^Munity  to  rob  me  of  my  prey  ?  Why 
mt  pluck  tbe  fruit  ertf  timef  fdliofW»it^tb 
III.  I  decay? 


It  dnll  be  so,  and  ere  to-moT'* 

DDT  fiir  ooe,  the  hxpfj  Cfah 

ient  wishes  gntified,  sball 

ID  dreaKl  od  the  score  of  q^ 

fromtheer 

m  lemamed  fiir  this  double* 
TiDam  bot  to  anange  bis  plan^  in 
tt>  ftne  or  deoor  die  innoeeiit  Julia 
ans»  and  as  twiligfat  sfewl j  ap- 
to  put  them  in  executicxi.  Oo- 
MJ^itMa  I  vere  nerer  wanted  at  a  time  like 
wliai  oppression,  rapine»  and  mur* 
ttalked  baie&oedly  abroad  to  atfirt 
in  bis  nefirious  practices.  Securiog 
da  the  assistanoe  of  two  or  Üiree  (^  bis 
coDeagoes;  in  case  be  sbould  meet  with 
mofe  resistance  tfaan  he  expected  to  bis 
pcan.  tfaey  repaiied  to  the  aknost-deserted 
dvdfing  of  the  unibrtunate  invalid,  and 
entered  witbout  let  or  molestation.  Cla* 
Knce»  after  requesting  bis  acoomplioes  to 
icmain  b^ind  tili  called  for  by  a  private 
sgQal  fipom  bim,  oitered  the  private  apart- 
moit,  wfaeie»  reposing  on  two  miserable 

paUetSi 
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)>aUets,  lay  the  sufferens,  scarcely  able  to 
raise  the  languid  eye,  as  a  mark  of  wel- 
come to  the  wretch  wlio  darae  to  murder 
their  repose.  Not  deigning  tö  notice  the 
apparently-dying  countess^  he  hastily  drew 
near  the  sinking  Julia,  and  pressing  the 
nerveless  liand  in  his,  he  be.gftn,  in  a  hur- 
ried  manner,  to  talk  of  her  recovery — of 
immediate  change  of  atr  —  difference  of 
scene — ^renovated  health  —  pleasures  in 
Store,  with  a  long  el-cetera  of  wild  and 
incoherent  dialect,  from  which  the  a£Fnght-* 
öd  creature  could  only  gather  that  he 
wished  to  conduct  her  hence;  nay,  she 
was  not  quite  sure  but  that  she  had 
heard  the  beloved  «ame  of  Oüvia  ming- 
led  in  this  mass  of  incon^p'uities,  in  order 
to  induce  her  to  comply  wjith  some  re- 
quest  which  Butteral,  with  so  much  seem- 
ing  energy,  was  enfotcing ;  whefi  raising 
herseif,  she  wUdly  articulated--^*'  Olivia  l, 
did  you  say  Oüvia  f  Oh,  for  niercy's 
sake,  speak,  and  ease  my  distracted  brain, 
if  you  know  aught  of  Oüvia?*' 

la  "What 
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"  What  should  I  know  of  her  ?**  ques- 
tioned  he,  in  a  hurried  accent.  ^  All  I 
know  is,  that  she  is  lost  to  us ;  and  that 
you  may  not  share  tbe  same  fate,  I  come 
to  conduct  you  to  a  place  of  greater  safe- 
ty,  where  it  will  be  my  Julia's  own  fault 
if  she  does  not  again  bloom  the  fiiirest  d 
the  fair.'* 

"  Leave  me !"  eried  the  afTrighted  Julia, 
waving  her  hand,  as  she,  for  the  firsttime, 
discovered  the  wily  libertine  in  her  bio- 
ther^s  friend — in  that  friend  in  whom  she 
had  been  taught  to  eonfide  during  soenes 
of  horror  and  alarm,  but  in  wbom  liie 
fiend-like  propensities  by  which  he  was 
actuated  were  now  become  visible.  " Leave 
me,  Clarence  Butteral,  and  Heaven  grant 
I  mafy  never  more  behold  so  perfidious  a 
countenance !" 

**  On  the  contrary,"  exultingly  exokdnK 
ed  this  monster  of  iniquity,  '*  Heisveii 
grant  we  may  not  so  hastily  be  separated ! 
for  tfafs  night  I  take  you  to  my  anns,  and 
it  is  no  trifle  that  shall  relöase  you  fhom 

tbeuL 
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tliem.  So  come,  madam,"  added  he,  clasp- 
ing  her  fragile  form  as  he  spoke,  "  this  ia 
but  waste  of  time,  and  we  have  some  way 
to  traveL" 

Thus  saying,  he  was  proceeding  to  force 
her  from  the  apartment,  when,  almost 
frenzied  at  the  idea  of  what  might  befall 
her,  she  acquired  suffident  exertion,  from 
terror,  to  utter  loud  and  pierdng  shrieks, 
calling  at  the  same  time  on  her  husband, 
Olivia,  and  her  dear  absent  hroüier^  to 
protect  hen 

The  sound  of  several  voiees  at  this  in- 
stant gave  indication  of  some  hüstle  be- 
low;  when  Clarence,  feari^  a  dispute 
among  his  friends,  gave  the  appointed 
Signal,  in  order  to  obviate  it,  when  scai^e- 
ly  had  his  shrill  whisde  rang  through  the 
forlorn  apartments  of  this  desolated  maa- 
sion,  than  he  beheld  a  stranger  forcing  bis 
way  through  the  myrmidons  whom  he  had 
lefl  to  guard  the  passes  below,  and  from 
whose  pistol,  at  tha  reiterated  sbrieks  of 
thß  il^Apainng  JuHa»  he  recehiedii  couple 

18  of 
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of  bullets,  whieh  put  an  end  at  once  to 
bis  daring  enterprise. 

With  the  fall  of  tbe  detestable  But- 
teral,  who  had  received  a  mementa  of  tbis 
nigbt's  transaction  that  would  carry  hiin 
to  tlie  grave,  feil  the  faliithtg  Jatfa;  bot 

HO  sooner  was  she  freed  frcmi  the  relaxed 

t. 

gripe  of  the  ruffiaii  who  had  held  her, 
than  she  was  dosely  encircled  in  the  arwis 
of  a  stranger,  who,  attentive  only  to  her 
restoration,  suffered  the  adherents  of  But- 
teral  to  bear  off  the  bleediiig  body  of  their 
faintmg  acoompüce  uumolested.  This 
they  effected  with  all  expedition;  for, 
bciiig  unarmed»  as  they  expected  not  to 
war  with  women^  they  were  conscioos 
they  stood  but  little  ehance  with  one  so 
bold  and  resolute  as  the  intruder  appeared 
to  be,  should  they  hazard  an  encounter. 

For  a  length  of  time  the  form  of  the 
insensible  Julia  continued  to  repose  on 
the  bosom  of  her  liberator.  The  flitting 
spirit  seemed  to  have  taken  leave  of  ils. 
frail  tenement  for  ever,  and  the  hovror  of 

losing 
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losing  her  began  to  shake  his  manly 
franie,  when  the  forerunner  of  animation 
--^the  gentk  sigh,  was  seen  struggling  in 
her  bosom,  and  renewed  his  hopets.  With 
the  tenderest  care  did  he  eontinue  to 
watch  the  retuming  Symptoms  of  reani- 
mation ;  and  oh,  with  what  sy mpathizing 
sorrow  did  he  behold  the  ravages  which 
grief  and  sickness  had  created  in  a  form 
so  lately  radiant  with  youth,  health,  and 
beauty !  *'  Alas,  fair  flower !"  sighed  her 
as  he  fondly  bent  over  her,  "  how  is  thy 
drooping  head  bowed  down  by  the  storms^ 
of  adversity,  and  thy  sweetness  already 
crushed  to  the  earth  by  the  band  of  vil- 
lainy !  Monsters  T*  he  continued  to  ex- 
daim,  as  his  eye  glanced  into  a  mental 
futurity,  ^  monsters  in  human  shape !:  wrlt 
not  Heaven  be  avenged  upon  thee  for 
crimes  like  these  ?  Too  surely  it  will — a 
day  of  retribution  is  at  band,  when  the 
blood  of  thousands  shall  call  down  ven- 
geance  on  yoor  devoted  heads." 

In  this  agonizing  soliloqay  he  continu- 

1 4  ed 


ed  ii^-ymt  tti^^fi^qgs  whkk  agij^ted  Ms 
^ßme  «von  itp  fieeUeffie^ ;  ^pn)  ha^^  fle- 
posited  iw  b^rthen  on  thß  ])imet,  Jrom 
whqDce  she  bad  fbeen  .so  rudely  t^n  by 
tbe  infiülting  Sutteral,  be  <x>DtHiued  tx) 
Wßtab  Fejturoi^g  }ife,  tiU  ber  eye&  opened, 
aod  ctpeuing  saw,  and  seeing»  recognized 
a  de^rly^^eloved  and  long-abseated  )x(h 
tber. 


cHAPTJa?.  xir. 


Theodore  Evans  bad  traveUed  on  the 
wings  of  impatienee  again  to  Feacb  Ißoaie, 
in  Order  to  comfort  and  sustain  tbose 
dearest  to  him  in  existence ;  and  outstrip* 
ping  the  speed  of  bis  attendant,  in  bis 
baste  tp  gain  tbe  mansion,  whieb  be  wisb- 
ed,  yet  dreaded  to  entei',  bad  arrived  just 
in  time  to  save  bis  beloved  sister  from  tbe 
I^a^  attaeks  o£  wbat  be  tbought  a  lawless 

rufSan* 
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rufBaii,  whom  he  rejoiced  to  have  pnniish» 
«d  &r  his  temerity.  Ah,  little  did  tfae 
^neroufi  unsuspecting  Theodore  think 
what  a  serpent  he  had  been  nourishing  in 
bis  bosom,  or  little  did  he  conjecture  to 
what  an  extent  the  wounds  this.  serpent 
had  inflicted' ! 

**  Ah,  my  dearest  Theodore!"  sighed 
the  terrified  Julia,  as,  with  retuming  rea- 
^5on^  the  late  oceurrence  fla^hed  across  her 
memory,  "  let  us  fly,  I  conjiire  you — in- 
stantly  fly,  or  the  wretch  may  return  to 
satisfy  his  worst  of  purposes,  when  even 
you  may  not  be  able  ta  escape  his  horrid 
njrachinations !" 

Theodore,  who  had  arrived  in  time  ta 
witness  the  daring  attack,  either  upon  bis 
$bter's  honour  or  her  life,.  saw  indeed  that 
their  present  Situation  ofTered  no  place  of 
safety  or  defenee  for  them;  should  the 
ruffians  retum,  what  was  his  Single  anii: 
opposed  to  numbers?  Instantly  there- 
fore  he  prepared  to  comply  with  Julians 
reqiiesti  and  carefully  wrapping  her  up». 

i5  wa& 
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was  preparing  to  desoend  the  sfadn  he 
had  80  quiddy  vaulted  up,  when  he  wai 
stopped  by  h»  reoolkcting  her  sufieriiig 
companion,  whom  she  requested'  he  wouU 
convey  in  preference    to  hecaeU^  wlule 

• 

Heayen,    she    trusted»   would  give  fter 

strength  to  follow  them. 

Until  this  moment  the  bewildered  Theo- 
dore had  remained  unconscibus  of  anj 
other  person  save  themselyes  bebig  pre^ 
sent,  and  foUowmg  the  motion  of  her  eye^ 
he  approached  the  little  pallet,  and  thoe 
beheld  the  countess  di  Valvino  a  corpse. 

Horror-Struck  at  such  a  soul-harrowing 
sight,  and  the  dismal  event«  which  fbllov- 
ed  so  thick  upon  each  other,  he  could 
scarcely  stifle  the  groan  labouring  ufi  bis 
breast,  or  the  curiosity  he  feit  to  inquiie 
how  all  this  had  happened ;  but  recoUeet- 
ing  the  effect  such  a  procedure  might 
have  on  the  weak  nerves  of  the  still-agi- 
tated  Julia,  he  merely  affirmed  that  her 
eompanion  slept,  and  that  after  having 
conveyed  her  to  a  place  of  security,  the 

invalid 
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invalid  should  be  bis  next  care,  wben,  in 
Order  to  prevent  any  further  argument 
lapon  the  subject,  he  raised  bis  unfortu^ 
nate  sister  in  bis  £raternal  arms»  and  quit- 
ting  tbe  mansion  by  a  private  portal,  well 
known  to  himsel^.  he  quickly  bore  her  ta> 
a  place  of  safety. 

Witb  retuming  sense  succeeded  retum^ 
ing  horror,  as  the  wretched  Julia,  now 
shuddering  at  the  recollection  of  past 
events,  prepared  to  relate  them  to  her 
brother,  who  stood  aghast  at  the  recoUee^ 
tion  of  the  scene  he  had  so  opportunely 
arriv^  to  witness;  but  whät  was  even: 
this,  compared  to  the  beart-rending  ac^ 
^unt  be  was  about  to  receive,.of  all  that 
Jtiiad  occurred  during.  bis  absence — an  ac* 
^unt  fiiat  could  not  fall  to  rack  every 
fibre  of  bis  manly  breast,  and  thrill  every 
perve  with  inborn  agony ;  for  had  be  not 
to  leam,  amongst  lesser  evils,  the  irrepar^ 
able  loss  of  bis  adored  OUvia  ? 

For  several  days  the  still^-suffering  inva^ 
lid  was  incapable  of  entering  minutely/ 

L  6  into) 


mto  «r«7  peftiodar  wlHNi^^ 
oocniBB^  inthetwo  unfintiiMi:|»&iiiilie5^ 
tlras  j^parendy  «arked  oat  as  müÜm 
aTdestraetioR  by  Mme  orerbeariBg  |)o wer, 
dknriiig^  ^riqch  tmie  Theodere  'haA  hrdkm 
Ae  ^«fflktmg  kitdOigenee  <^  (^e  deoCh  df 
the  ooimtess  in  the  best  ^lanner  hei;v{a8 
aUe,  and  faad  also  seen  her  remmns  secret- 
)y  and  deoentiy  oommitted  to  the  toqib.! 
Ifoilght  thecefere  pemained  for  Um,  bitt 
tD  wateh  4iver  the  only  vdic  he  had 
B9W  renuaning  ef  those  he  haid  ieft  be- 
Innd,  and ^  make  ^e  most  eamestre- 
searühes  'after  his  lost  friends,  whosedis- 
eoveiy,  ifihey  were  still  inhabitants  upon 
earth,  he  pledged  himself  to  effect ;  when, 
as  a  preliminary  step,  he  intended  to  leam 
the  retreat  of  the  traitoroiis  Butteral, 
whom  he  had  no  doubt  bujt  he  had  severdjr 
woiinded,  and  who,  from  Julians  aecount, 
he  had  every  reason  to  suspect,  in  spite 
of  appearances  on  the  night  of  the  solemn 
festiva)^  had  been  privy  to  the  disappear- 
anoe  of  Oliyia. 

Wounded 
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Wounded  in  4lie  temlerest  point  by 
this  deceptUre  viUain,  tbe  no w-half*dis- 
teacted  Evans  bumed  to  have  him  face 
to  face,  to  upbraid  him  with  bis  duplidty, 
and  to  iorce  the  secret  of  her  retreat  from 
bis  bjrpociitical  hMrt  But  in  this  he 
was  prevented,  by  (he  melancholy  State 
kl  wbidi  his  invalid  still  oontinued.  To 
have  been  so  suddeniy  deprived  of  her 
parents,  her  friends,  and  a  beloved  bus» 
band  to  boot,  were  circumstances  suffici- 
ently  pcHgnant  to  shock  the  most  vigorr- 
ous  Constitution.  Bat  Julia  Valvino  had 
yet  anoth»  shock  to  contend  with;  she 
wa&  feted  to  become  a  mother,  and  tili 
thnt  eritical  period  was^  over,  she  demahd- 
ed  au  the  cares  and  attentions  which  a  doU 
mg^brother  could  bestow.  In  due  time 
tfae  expected  infant  saw  the  light ;  it  came 
into  the  woiid  healthy,  vigoFous»  and 
strong,  but  £ited  never  to  experience  a 
moCher's  cape,  a  mother's  tendemess — tbe 
fittgile  form  of  the  deeUning  Julia,  unable 

to  conteud  with  the  storms  that  menaced 

heri 
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her,  gave  way ;  and  in  seekuig  ha*  kindM 
skies,  she  oonaigned  her  infant,  as  a  me^' 
kncholy  memento,  to  her  sorrowuig  brcv 
ther. 

From  this  time  the  mihd  of  Theodore 
Evans  became  so  wavped  by  bis  new  cares 
and  past  afflictions,  that  at  tdmes  he  could 
even  forget  there  stiU  existed  such  a  man 
as  Clarence  Butteral^  one  whom  he  had 
reason  to  rank  as  bis  deadliest  foe;  and 
above  all,  (me  to  whom  alone  he  couUL 
look  for  intelligence  eonceming  bis  wer* 
sbipped  Olivia.  But  from  tbis  torpor  of 
mind  he  was  one  day  roused  by  a  couple 
of  the  Lazzaroni  hastily  knoeking  at  bis 
door,  and  delivering  a  kind  of  package, 
directed  in  bis  name,  immediately  de-^ 
camped,  leaving  bim  at  bis  leisure  to  as- 
certain  from  wbence  it  came,.  and  to  ex- 
amiiie  its  Contents.  This  he  was  not  long 
in  doing;  for  severing  its  Ud,.  wbat  was 
his  amazement  at  perceiving.  a  fuU-length 
Portrait  of  a  person  bideous  to  bebold,. 
and  witb  wbose  distorted  visage  be  had 

not. 
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not  tlie  slightest  acquaintance  ?  For  sevev 
ral  min  Utes-  he  stood  oontemplating  the 
horrid  assetnblage  of  features  that  met 
hi^  eye,  without  being  able  to  recall  any 
ehe  of  them  precisely  to  his  memory,  or 
to  cönjeeture  from  wkence  came  the  paint<> 
ing.  or  for  what  purpose  it  faad  been  com 
veyed  to  him,  when,  in  removing  it  from 
the  case^  in  order  to  take  a  more  aceurate 
survey,.  he  observed  undemeatbi  a  scroU, 
folded  in  a  eareless  manner,  which,  on 
opening,  he  found  to  contain  the^  followp 
ing  address — . 

"  Theodore  Evans^.  once  denominated 
my  friendf  but  now  regarded  as  my.  bitr 
tecest  enemy^  examine  the  inanimate  canr 
va$  before  you,  and  know,  that  in^behold-^ 
ing  that,  you  now  contemplate  the  re- 
semblanceof  what  your  murderous  band — 
murderous.  but  for  the  interposition  of 
fate,  bas  made  of  Clarence  Butterali 
But  know  also,,  wretch,  that  although  he 
has  been  thus  m^med  and  disfigured  by 
thee,  he  is  not  to  be  iqjured  with  impuni- 
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ty ;  and  that  the  vengeanoe  which  is  due 
to  such  an  act  shall  still  fall  on  your  de- 
voted  head.  Easy-guUed  fool !  I  always-«- 
I  alway s  hated  you  for  possessing  those  at- 
tractions  I  oould  never  reach;  but  dow 
enmity  has  received  a  tenfold  increase,  and, 
by  all  the  powers  on  earth,  I  swear  never 
to  oease  persecuting  you^  tili  I  obtain  a 
fuU,  a  lasting^  and  a  gloriüus  revenge  r 

Horror-Struck  at  receiving  such  a  con^ 
firmation  of  the  implacable  resentment  of 
one  whom  he  had  formerly  nourished  in 
\ns  bosoni  as  a  friend,  and  regarded  as  a 
brother,.  the  band  of  Theodore  trembled 
as  he  grasped  the  fatal  paper,  which  open- 
ed  bis  eyes  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  unhappy 
creature  whose  resemblance  he  contem- 
plated ;  and  as  he  reflected  upon  the  enor- 
mity  of  that  guilt  in  regard  to*  bis  Olivia, 
whom  he  eould  now  no  longer  doubt  but 
had  fallen  a  vietim  to  bis  arts»  bis  head 
became  giddy,  and  losing  all  remembrance 
but  a  sense  of  the  anguish  that  oppressed 
faim,  the  unfortunate  vietim  of  deception 

sunk 
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sunk  in  agony  upon  the  floor,  and  only 
revived  to  experknce  a  deeper  sense  of 
tbe  miseries  which  might  await  him  here* 
after. 

The  already-harassed  .  nerves  of  the 
luckless  Theodore  experienced  a  shock 
from  this  last  unfeeling  outrage  that  was 
»ot  c^sy  to  recover;  and  for  some  time 
tbe  only  exertion  he  was  capahle  of  makiug 
was  in  behalf  ^f  the  in&nt  which  had 
i^een  «o  lipkmnly  cioi^mitted  to  his  care 
i>y  its  4yiog  m^h^r.  That  he.cpo8id0ri8d 
WQi^ld.be  tbe  ne^t  olgeot  of  resentment 
tp  the  vindictive  Sutteral ;  .wd  in  order 
to  .secure  its  sajSaty,  Jbe  covild  tbUlk  tof  00 
plan  so  fea^ble  as  th^t  of  seeretiiy  oonvey« 
ing  it  to  England,  whiqh  was  not, a  thea- 
tre  in  w^bich  this  hypocritical  villain  would 
dare  to  exhibit  bis  vices. 

To  England  them,  and  to  the  protection 
of  tbe  Steward  at  Myfod  Vale»  with  the 
most  solemn  injunctions  for  its  preserva- 
tion  and  secrecy,  was  tbe  in^t  conveyed; 
After  which,  haviing  been  assured  of  its 

safe 
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safe  arrivaly  and  resting  on  the  knoira 
fidelity  of  the  person  to  whom  he  had 
oonfided  so  valuable  a  deposit»  he  had  no 
farther  care  but  for  his  own  pieservation, 
and  the  disoovery  of  his  treasured  OÜTia. 
This  was  an  idea  that  never  forsook  him ; 
to  this  point  were  his  endearours  always 
directed,  and  from  which,  in  spite  of  the 
many  persecutions  he  was  secretlj  made 
to  undergo,  he  never  swerved.    But,  idas ! 
Vain  were  the  most  strenuous  efibrts  of 
an  ihdiiHidual  to  combat  the  evil  dc^gns 
bf  many.    Defeat  ft)llowed  him  in  «very 
Step ;  his  most  secret  and  ap^^arently  well- 
digested  plans  were  sure  to  be  frustrated^ 
and  himself,  ihstead  of  arriving  at  the 
goal  of  his  wishes,  frequently  trepanned 
amidst  a  horde  c^  wretches,  änd  obliged 
to  bear  whatever  cruelties^  short  of  taking 
his  life,  they  chose  to  infitet;    that,  by 
unanimous  consent,  seemed  to  be  spared 
for  no  other  purpose  but  to  affard  triumph 
to  bis  unfeeling  tormentors. 
Year  after  year  roUed  heavily  on,  un- 

cheeied 
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cheered  by  any  event  which  could  Tender 
life  desirable,  save  the  reoeiving  a  favour- 
able  account  from  England  relative  to  bis 
prot^g^e;  when  bis  mind  barassed»  and 
bis  Constitution  giving  way,  (fbr,  in  spite 
of  bis  most  strenuous  efforts,  be  bad  never 
been  able  to  leam  any  tbing  respecting 
the  lost  idol  of  bis  soul,  wbom  be  now  be- 
be ved  to  be  numbered  witb  tbe  dead), 
Tlieodore  Evans  again  determined  to  seek 
bis  native  land,  to  watcb  in  person  over 
tbe  blossom  he  wished  to  see  reared  to 
matnrity»  and  to  stand  in  tbe  place  of  pn- 
rents  she  bad  so  untimely  lost.  As  secret- 
ly  therefore  as  possible  did  be  prepare 
again  to  quit  a  country  which  bad  been  so 
fatal  to  bis  race»  and  wbere  all  bis  hopes 
of  happiness  were  buried.  Every  tbing 
bad  been  as  privately  arranged  as  possible, 
disguises  obtained  for  himself  and  an  at- 
tendant,  and  posthorses  engaged  to  con^ 
vey  them  in  the  dead  of  night  to  the 
neareat  port ;  when,  just  as  they  were  pre- 
paring  to  niount»  a  sbrill  wbistle,  proceed« 
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ing  firom  the  mouth  of  someone  apparent- 
ly  close  at  their  elbow,  gave  the  alarm  to 
half  a  dozen  stragglers  in  the  garb  of  Laz- 
zaroni,  who  quickly  dosing  around  them, 
80on  acoomplished  their  project,  that  of 
securing  and  boldly  bearing  off  the  perse- 
cuted  Theodore. 

A  pruon,  under  the  pretence  of  his 
holding  a  correspondence  with  the  diief 
of  an  adverse  faction,  was  destined  to  re- 
ceive  him ;  and  here,  without  the  means 
to  prove  the  falsity  of  the  accusation,  h^ 
was  destined,  in  all  probability»  to  linger 
out  a  devoted  existence/ without  the  nieans 
of  procuring  comfort,  or  other  society» 
save  the  horrible  painting  of  the  mutilated 
Butteral,  which,  by  diiit  of  perseverance, 
he  had  contrived  to  get  admitted  into 
his  cell.  This,  though  a  basilisk  to  his 
eyes,  stränge  to  say,  was  the  only  thing 
which  he  cared  to  contemplate.  In  this 
was  contained 

"  Food  for  meditation  e'ea  to  madnes3 !" 

Here 
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Here  he  oould  reoognize  the  false  friend^ 
tlie  mistress  lost,  relatives  betmyed^  bim« 
%lf  aü)  outcast,  perhaps  still  more-^'  bs* 
crifioe  to  be  ofibred  up  to  the  Ksentmeiit 
of  that  fiend-like  form !  Besidi^,  wa»  it 
not  a  memorial  of  sufficient  magnitode  to 
warn  him,  should  he  ever  Again  be  at 
liberty,  no  more  to  hold  dößverse  with 
man,  by  whom  he  had  tbus  heefti  betrayed  ? 
— •"  No  r  he  would  exclaim,^  while  frenssy 
reanimated  bis  sünken  eye^  md  gwe 
power  to  utterance,  "  all  is  dead  to  me, 
si\  beeome  nninteresting ;  and  this  once«  ^ 
tempting  world  and  I  are  quitB  for  ever!" 

Several  sueceeding  years  of  an  uirförtu* 
nate  life  werö  spent  by  the  mel^nofaoly 
Evans  in  the  grated  walls  of  a  dungeon/ 
witbout  indeed  bis  having  seen  the  ftoe  g^ 
his  persectttor,  but  who  he  too  well  knelW 
to  be  the  original  of  the  piotüre  before 
bim,  under  whose  honid  oppresslon  Im 
might^  after  having  lingered  oat  a  life  of 
rmsery^  at  last  have  fkllen  a^  victime  hcid^ 
not  a  countfiar-trevolution  taken  place  in 

the 
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the  kingdom/  This,  by  detfaroning  die 
usurper  Murat,  threw  open  bis  prison« 
dooTS ;  from  whenoe  escaping  as  quick  as 
possible,  Fortune  for  once  befiiended  bim, 
and  he  regained  in  safety  tbe  beloTcd 
shores  of  old  England ;  though  not  to  rest 
tbere  in  peaee,  for  peace  and  Tbeodore 
Evans  had  parted  for  ever. 

Arrived  in  safety,  bis  fiirst  care  was  to 
seek  out  the  Steward  to  whom  he  had  oon- 
iided  tbe  orphan  cbild  of  bis  ever-beloved 
sjister ;  and  bis  beart  beat  high  as  he  tra- 
velled,  '*  with  weary  step  and  slow,"  to- 
wards  bis  native  Monmouthsbire,  in  tbe 
bope  of  finding  it  all  he  wished — all  tbat 
a  fond  mother  could  have  faneied.  But 
bere  again  was  he  fated  to  shake  bands 
with  Disappointment,  who  came  to  blight 
bis  dearest  hopes — ^bis  ardent  expectationfi. 

Taking  up  his  abode  at  an  obscure  cot- 
tage,  within  a  short  distanee  of  Myfod 
Vale,  tbe  eager  Evans  was  able  to  prose- 
cute  tbe  inquiries  necessary  to  his  repose 
in  secrecy,  wben  he  soon  received  the 
.    .  beart- 
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beart-rending  intelligence  that  the  Steward, 
to  whom  be  had  confided  the  child,  had 
\ieen  for  some  years  dead,  without  having 
left  a  due  to  guide  him  towards  its  reco- 
-veiy.  He  also  learned  that  sü:  Hugh  Sin- 
gleton  was  the  proprietor  of  his  estate,  to 
Wboxn,  by  right  of  contractu  it  had  for  some 
years  belonged ;  but  that  no  young  person 
resided  with  him  except  his  nephew,  who 
was  the  undoubted  son  of  his  only  brothen 
This  then  eould  not  be  the  Infant  in  whom 
he  had  been  so  long  interested ;  and  be- 
lieving  it  to  be  no  longer  an  inhabitant  of 
this  World,  his  nerves  received  an  addi- 
tional  shock»  which  subjected  him  again  to 
that  State  of  moody  melancholy  which  had 
so  long  preyed  upon  him  dming  his  resi« 
dence  in  Italy,  and  which  might  lead  a 
rational  being  to  doubt  the  sanity  of  a 
mind  where  once  the  graces  loved  to  dwell, 
and  where  reason  and  truth  had  formerly 
erected  their  habitation. 

Restless  and  unhappy,  the  ill-fated  The* 
odore  frequently  passed  the  hours  devoted 

to 
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tö  sleep  in  wöd^  and  möcfäy  tamlAc^^miM 
tinfreqaented'placesr,  büt  most  commonly 
he  was  attacheid  to  tfaer  niins  of  the  läuti- 
lated  casde ;  thei)rdlcön  and  totteriäg  w^ 
öf  which  correspörtded'  with  th^  ruin  of 
his  own  prospects,  and'  in  ite  M&ng  stitte 
it  but  töo  aptly  kept  pace  with*  bis*  fidlen 
fbrtune.  Tö  this  spot  then  he  lo^ed'  to 
exteiid  His  midnight  ramblesr;  bei^  be 
cotild  rnöiinate  on  scene^  gone  by  wiüiout 
any  hopes  fcft  the  ftiture;  thene  äfi  vm 
dark  and  dreäty,  witbout  a  sin^e^ray  tö 
gild  tfae  proi^ped;;  and  here,  at  lengtU^ 
Hxing  in  Mtae  ini°»i^re  his  abode,  did  Fiee- 
derick  Singletbn,  with  his  fiiend  Meilhidi 
flrtt  discover  bim  in  läie  person  of  the  so- 
litsay  Meduse. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


r^>^^*^ 


^HE  sedate  inhabitants  of  Myfod  Vale 
nvere  now  looking  on  the  tiptoe  of  expecta- 
rion  for  the  airival  of  Miss  Jeannette  Ap- 
ijlriffiths»  whom  lady  Ap-Howel  used  jo- 
cularly  to  remark  would  prevent  Meillard 
from  dying  of  the  spieen,  by  giving  him 
an.  oj^rtunity  of  study ing  her  character 
when  he  liad  nothing  to  do,  or  preventing 
him  from  fagging  himself  to  death  when 
he  had,  by  timely  interrupting  him  with 
some  of  her  vagaries.  Notwithstanding 
she  would  add — "  Jeannette  is  a  rough 
diamond,  who  only  wants  the  touch  of  a 
skilful  lapidary  to  display  its  lustre."  And 
so  in  time  thought  the  grave  tutor  of  Fre- 
derick, as  he  frequently  watched  unheeded 
the  wild  effusions,  and  sometimes  wanton 
VOL.  III.  K  tricks. 
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tricks,  which  sprung  from  an  unvitiated 
heart. 

This  lady,  although  some  few  years  had 
passed  over  her  head,  as  well  a$  ours,  since 
the  rencontre  at  the  rocky  cabin  in  the 
ravine,  was  neither  become  more  grave 
nor  sentimental  than  she  was  at  that  pe- 
riod ;  and  could  we  have  dived  to  the 
bottom  of  her  heart,  we  might  perhaps 
have  still  found  the  seeds  of  siiperstition 
as  thickly  sown  as  even  Be  tbat  as  it 
may,  whatever  she  wanted  in  refinement 
she  made  up  in  goodness  of  disposition, 
and  that  gaietä  de  coßur  which  is  ever  in** 
yincible  in  the  fortunate  possessor. 

From  the  time  of  this  lady's  resideiiee 
at  the  Vale,  all  seemed,  if  not  actual  gaie- 
ty,  at  least  bustle  and  confusion.  Exer- 
cise  abroad  succeeded  amusement  within; 
and  to  walk,  to  sing,  to  ride,  and  dance, 
constituted  her  delight,  whilst  she  scarcely 
feit  pity,  or  could  make  any  allowance  for 
nerves  less  robust  than  her  own.  To  keep 
pace  with  this  animated  girl  was  beyond 

the 
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Üke  power,  however  great  the  streich  of 
complaisance  might  be  on  the  side  of 
Jjove;  when  at  such  times,  Miss  Jean- 
nette,  by  flying  off  to  the  villa,  would  find 
an  able  auxiliary  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Sin- 
gleton, who  would  declare  that  she  was  a 
girl  after  her  own  heart  upon  such  occa- 
sions,  that  she  loved  to  be  free  and  easy, 
and  that  to  gallop  with  her  a  twenty-mile 
Stretch  after  breakfast  was  one  of  her 
greatest  enjoyments. 

One  moming,  when  Miss  Griffiths  was 
gone  upon  an  expedition  of  this  kmd,  it 
happened  that  her  attendant,  who  made 
Wp,  by  an  affectation  of  gentility,  what  her 
mistress  lost  in  the  reality,  reported  that 
she  had  been  accosted  in  the  park  by  an 
odd  sort  of  a  man,  who  desired  to  know, 
she  Said,  in  what  capacity  she  lived  at 
My fod  Vale,  and,  he  had  also  put  a  great 
niany  other  impertinent  questions  to  her, 
l^  which  she  had  been  flustrated  very 
xnueh,  and  scarcely  knew  how  ,she  had 
got  hQme. 

K  2         **  Impertinent 
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•'Impertinent  questions,  Taffine,"  re- 
peated  sir  Hugh,  as  he  aecidentally  over- 
heard  the  wonderful  tale  she  was  relating; 
^  of  what  nature,  pray,  might  these  ques- 
tions  be  by  whidi  you  seem  so  iniich  dis- 
composed  ?^ 

«  Oh,  sir  r  she  replied,  "  I  thought 
them  very  impertinent  indeed,  I  assnre 
you ;  for  they  all  related  to  you  and  to 
Mr.  Frederick  and  the  laties." 

The  ladies!"  questioned  sir  Hugh; 

and  pray  what  might  he  require  as  to 
theladies,Taffline?'' 

"  Why,  sir,  he  asked  if  we  had  any  la- 
ties  in  the  family  as  well  as  gentlemen  ?— 
*To  pe  sure  we  have,'  says  I ;  *sir  Hugh  Sin- 
gleton does  not  life  without  laties,  I  assure 
you !  There  is  laty  Ap-Howel,  and  my 
own  laty,  Miss  Jeannette  Ap-Griffiths, 
her  niece,  as  helegant  a  young  laty  as  ever 
climbed  a  mountain,  or  leapet  over  a  craig, 
and  I  hope  you  will  allow  they  are  laties,' 
says  I. — *  And  is  that  all  ?'  said  he,  inter- 
rupting  me ;  *  haven't  you  any  other  lady 

in 
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in  the  family  ?* — *  To  pe  sure  we  have,'  I 
replied ;  *  there  is  Miss  Love/-~*  Miss 
Love  P  he  repeated,  *  and  is  that  her  only 
pame? — *Asfaras  I  know,  and  a  very 
pretty  name  it  is ;  I  am  certain  I  shouldn't 

wish  for  a  petter,  and '' 

"And  what  foUotved?"  demanded  sir 
Hugh,  rather  impatiently,  as  Taffline 
seemed  more  indined  to  proceed  with  her 
own  comoients  than  to  gratify  his  curio- 

«ity. 

"  Oh,  nothing  more,  sir  Hugh,"  she  re- 
plied ;  "  and  I  am  sure  y  ou  will  allow 
that  it  was,  as  I  said,  very  impertinent,  to 
ask  servants  so  many  questions  apout  their 
shuperiors." 

'*  And  what  kind  of  an  appearance  did 
this  inquisitive  person  carry  with  him,  my 
good  girl  ?"  demanded  sir  Hugh.^ 

"  He  had  a  very  singular  appearance, 
sir,  indeed,  and  a  very  hodd  hexpression 
with  his  eyes ;  and  by  his  sanctified  look 
and  shabby  dress,  I  should  think  he  was 
something  of  a  Westlean,  seeing  as  he 

K  3  talked 
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talked  a  vast  deal  after  all  his  quesäoni 
äpout  faith  being  ground;.and  dipping 
the  heart,  and  people  being  elected  of 
God,  when  I  am  sure  I  never  heard  of  any 
election ;  and  a  great  teal  more  that  I  did 
not  understand»  but  which  frightened  me 
so,  and  gave  me  the  trimbles,  that  I  shodc 
all  over  like  an  absent  leaf,  and  that's  a 
true  fact  T 

**  And  what  became  of  your  new  ac* 
quaintance  afterwards,  Taffline?**  inquh^ 
sir  Hogh. 

"  Oh,  sir,  I  left  him  in  the  park,  and 
cot  home  as  fast  as  I  could,  for  fear  the 
coot  man  should  not  be  in  his  right  mind ; 
for  to  my  thinking  he  looked  very  like 
an  infected  person,  he  appeared  so  eonse- 
quencical." 

After  assuring  the  still  flustrated  Taf- 
fline  that  she  had  not  hing  to  fear  from  the 
appearance  of  the  person  she  had  describ- 
ed,  sir  Hugh  retired  tö  his  library,  leaving 
the  wonder-stricken  domestics.  to  gather 
round  their  companion,  whilst  they  listen- 

ed, 
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ed,  witili  gaping  mduths,  to  the  "  twice- 
told  tale;"  when  some  seemed  to  regard 
the  adventure  in  a  serious  and  fearful 
light,  literally  believing  she  had  encoun--. 
tered  a  maniac;  whilst  others  appeared 
indined  to  crack  tbeir  jokes  upon  poor* 
Taf^Une,  by  telling  her  it  was  some  lover 
in  disguise,  who  wished  to  make  an  Im- 
pression on  her  heart.  To  this  supposition 
the  offended  girl  indignantly  refused  her 
Cx>nviction ;  and  tuming  up  her  nose,  as- 
sured  them,  as  she  walked  ofF  with  a  state- 
ly  air,  that  he  must  change  both  figure^ 
Jeature^  and  tongtcet  before  he  could  make 
an  earpression  on  her  heart ! 

Sir  Hugh  Singleton«  although  he  had 
made  light  of  Taffl|ne's  communication ' 
respecting  her  adventure   in  ,the  park»> 
Gould  not  divest  himself  of  the  desire  to 
know  why  such  a  person  as  the  one  she 
had  been  describing,  should  be  so  eurious 
GT  interested  conceming  him  or  bis  family» ' 
From  the  singular  account  she  had  given,^ 
the  man  in  question  certainly^  in  some^ 
«     .  K  4  points. 
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points,  answered  the  description  of  Ciamp- 
text.     Could  he  indeed  be  returned^  after 
having  passed  through  bis  stipulated  term 
of  banishment  ?  be  questioned ;  and  if  so^ 
wbat  impudencemust  he  be  gailty  af,  thu» 
to  force  himself  into  his  very  presence,  as^ 
it  were !    However,  it  was  immateFial,  he 
fiirther  argued ;  the  poweF  of  such  aa  one 
to  injure  bim  further,  he  trustöd,  was  afr 
an  end ;  arid  his  motives  for  the  inquiries' 
he  had  mäde  were  merely  the  effects  of 
curiosity ;  dismissing,  therefore^  the  siib- 
ject  from  his  mihd,  the  occurrence  soon- 
eeased  to  elaim  a  place  in  his  remenabrance^ 
All  again  went  smoothly  on  at  Myfod 
Vale,   and  its   inhabilants   were   equally 
happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  eaeh  other's 
Society,  except  Frederick  and  his  adored 
Love,  whose  satisfaction  was  of  a  higher 
and  more  Superlative  cast  than  that  which 
fiUed  the  bosoms  of  tlie  rest;  and  whilst 
thus  occupied  with  delightful  and  enchant- 
ing  present,  not  a  thought  was  suffered  to 
stray  towards  a  fiiture,  which  might  pre- 
sent 
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sent  a  less  cheering  prospect.  Thus  tl>e  al- 
ready-intoxicated  youth  continued  to  swal- 
fow  large  potions  of  the  delicious  beverage, 
by  which  he  had'already  been  overcome; 
whilst  the  gentle  objeet  of  his  affections 
manifested  no  dislike  on  her  part  to  sip  at 
the  same  fountain,  whose  waiers  were  to 
both  so  palatable. 

An  unusual  length  of  time  had  elapsed 
since  the  melancholy  Theodore  Evans  had 
Startled  Love,  by  his  voluntary  exclama^ 
tion  on  beholding  her,  in  his  last  visit  to 
the  Vale;  which  dreumstance  had  nearly 
escaped  the  memory  of  all  its  inhabitants, 
save  her  who  was  the  most  impressed  by 
k;  and  in  her  bosom  the  mark  became  in- 
delible.  If  she  walked  by  herseif,  the 
hope  of  again  encountering  the  strangep 
absorbed  every  other  idea,  and  continued 
to  lead  her  on;  If  she  siept,  he  would 
frequently  appeap  in  the  most  engaging 
and  interesting  rektions  to  her  sleeping 
fency,   and  dawn  was  scarcely  welcome 

K  5.  when: 
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vrheii  it  came  to  banish  such  pleasing  iflu^^ 
sions, 

With  a  tnind  thus  fraught»  she  hä^ 
Stolen  out  one  lovely  moming,  fbr  the 
hundredth  time,  to  ruminat^^  oit  the  ap* 
pearance  of  this  interesting  stranger,  wfao 
had  once  crossed  her  path,  like  the  lumi- 
nous  flash  that  precedes  the  awful  thuhder» 
and  is  seen  no  more»  whai  having  ram- 
bled  to  a  considerable  distanoe  frooi  the 
house»  she  pursued  a  windhig  pafh  that 
led  to  a  solitary  seat  under  the  shdter  of 
a  spreading  beech;  here,  screened  from 
the  ray s  of  a  noontide  sun»  she  reclined  at 
her  ease,  and  gave  way»  as  usual»  to  the 
deep  meditation  she  was  constantly  en- 
gaged  in,  when  the  subjeet  of  her  reflec- 
tions  was  this  mysterious  stranger. 

Not  long  had  the  pleasingly-painful 
subjeet  continued  to  occupy  her  thoughts, 
when  she  was  interrupted  by  a  rustling 
wbich  she  heard  amongst  the  branches 
behiud  her ;  and  on  turning  her  head»  she. 

beheld 
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befaeld  the  %ure  of  a  man  struggling  tq 
obtain  a  passs^e  through  them.  The 
perJK»  in  qnestioh,  whom  she  judged,  hj 
bis  tattered  habiliments  and  ordinaiy  de^ 
memour^  to  be  some  common  beggar,  im« 
mediately  stood  before  her,  and  as  instanU 
ly  was  the  purse  of  the  tender-hearted 
girl  in  her  hand^  in  order  to  administer  to* 
bis  wants»  ere  be  had  time  to  proelaim 
them«.  But  the  action  and  intention  were 
alike  iidifferent  to  the  intruder,.  while  he 
assured  her  it  was  not  money  he  wanted. 
Sürprised  at  such  a  declaration  from  one 
whose  appearance  announced  him  one 
of  Charity's^  roost  pitiable  objects,  she^ 
raised  her  inquiring  eyes  to  bis  face,  and 
became  borror-struck  at  the  terrific  ap- 
pearance  which  met  her  view ;  for  notbing; 
more  appalling  to  her  imi^nation  could 
she  haive  behetd,  than  the  wom-out,  ema^ 
dated  form  of  the  ghastly  being  before  ^ 
hier.*  For  »  few  seconds  the  power  of  i 
Speech  seemed  denied  the  eilibarrassed:  * 
^ä^  te  ber  ey^  ieU  under  tbesaidomc 
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grin  whidi  had  fixed  his  rigid  features 
whfle  be  r^arded  her;  but  quickly  le- 
gaming  her  self-possessicNi,  and  feefing 
bold  in  o(»sciou8  innooene^  ähe  milcUy, 
but  finnly,  dananded  liis  businesa  with 
her? 

**  I  ask  ndther  your  money  nor  your 
assistanoe,  young  lady,"  replied  the  wretdi- 
ed4ooking  creature;  ^  bat  I  have  need 
of  you — ^yes,  of  you^^^  whom,  fbr  many 
years  of  my  lif^  I  have  been  in  search ; 
and  having  found  you,  we  meet  to  part 
no  more.  I  have  a  debt»**  he  oontinued, 
^  whidi  only  you  can  cancel— a  spark  of 
revenge,  still  glowing  in  my  breast»  which 
only  you  ean  extinguisb ;  so  come  along, 
I  have  a  carriage  awaiting  your  presence. 
Nay,  no  resistanee  V^  he  exdaimed,  as  she 
shrunk  back  with  horror,  from  what  sbe 
believed  a  madman — ''  no  resistanee^**  he 
repeated — "  fate  has  at  length  made  you 
mine,  and  by  all  the  furies  you  shall  not 
escape  me !" 

Although  exceedingly  terrified  at  bis 

>  ..  wild 
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wfld  threatenings^  Love's  presence  of  mind 
did  not  forsake  ber^  and  believing^  that  if 
she  coöld  but  once  succeed  in  passing  bim, 
fear  would  sufiiciently  accelerate  her  speed^ 
to  enable  her  to  escape  the  threatened  dan«- 
ger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  madman ; 
suddenly  therefore  she  made  a  spring  on 
one  side,  but  though  sufiiciently  agile  to 
have  effected  her  purpose,  she  was  unfor- 
tiinately  pr^vented  by  a  part  of  her  dress 
becoming  entangled  with  the  seat  from 
wliich  she  had  just  arisen ;  this,  by  arrest- 
ing  her  flight,  enabled  the  terrific  object 
to  lay  hold  of  her,  and,  sans  c&römonie^  to 
proeeed  in  dragging  her  away.. 
'  Finding  all  escape  at  an  end,  the  af- 
frightened  Lore  now  made  the  Surround- 
ing  woods  re-echo  with  her  cries,  as  the 
wild  wretch,  in  spite  of  her  utmost  effbrts, 
continued  to  huny  her  along;  when,  as 
she  began  to  despair  of  succour  from  ^ny 
human  aid,  a  blow  leirelled  at  the  back  of 
the  ruffiän's  head  staggered  bim,  and  in 

reeling. 
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ledii^  be  looied  bis  hoM  cfhis  prey,  bjr 
wfaidi  meani  she  flew  fiom  tbe  vile  en- 
tai^eoient  of  his  anns»  just  as  a  repetir 
tioQ  of  die  weB-sbriH^  Uow  btt>iight  tbe 
moBster  to  the  gronnd. 

Tonw  DOW  gaT6  wings  to  her  fligfat^ 
and  it  was  not  until  she  found  beradf 
si^t  of  the  house»  that  she  stop- 


ped  to  cast  a  look  behind,  when»  öbserv- 
mg  that  she  was  not  pursued»  she  slacken.-- 
ed  her  pace»  and  in  safety,  though  not 
without  feding  the  eflEects  <^  her  läte- 
alarm»  she  gained  lady  Ap-Howel's  dress-; 
ing-room»  who,  alarmed  by  her  almost-^ 
breathless  agitation,  and  the  paleness  <^- 
her  countenance,  hastily  demanded  the 
cause»  with  which  liOve,  as  quickly  as  her* 
tremoF  would  allow,  acquainted  her. 

Waiting  for  no  commients  on  the  scene,. 
her  ladyship  instantly  flew  in  stearch  ef 
sir  Hugh.  She«  in  as  condse  a  manner  • 
as  possible,  acquainted  him  witii  the  trans^ . 
a^tion,  entreating  that  his  scrvants  migbt. 
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be  immediately  sent  out  in  search  of  thef 
miscreant  who  had  dared  to  oommit  so 
Tile  an  outrage  even  in  his  own  groundsi 
,  The  astonished  baronet  bad  no  need  to 
be  thus  admonished ;  instantly,  tberefbr^ 
collecting  his  servants,  he  issued  at  their 
head  in  search  of  the  daring  offender. 

Scarcely  had  a  quarter  of  an  hour  elaps- 
ed,  when  the  ladies,  who  were  upon  the 
watch,  discerned  several  persons  advano- 
ing  through  the  park^  at  the  head  of  whom 
they  soon  disa)veml  a  stränge  gentlemanf,' 
between  Frederick  and  sir  Hugh,  whilst 
Meilkird  seemed  to  be  superintending  the 
safe  conduct  of  a  man  who  appeared  to  be 
detained  against  his  will,  whilst  the  ser-' 
vants  were  süpporting  some  per$on  whq^ 
seemed  incapable  of  moving  without  their^ 
assistance« 

Eager  to  ascertain  what  all  this  meant^ 
Love  continued  to  regard  the  group,  asr 
they  advanced,  with  the  most  scrutinizing; 
interest,  when  she  soon  disoovered/ in  the^ 

pciraoii; 
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person  of  the  invalid^  the  horrid-looking 
wretch  who  had  so  ihhumanly  alarmed 
her,  and  in  the  genüeman  who  accom- 
panied  her  fiiends,  the  long-sought,  long- 
wished-for  stranger. 


CHAPTER  XIV: 


The  last  visit  which  the  melancholy  re- 
cluse  alluded  to  in  a  former  chapter  made 
to  the  Vale,  had  created  in  his  bosom  Sen- 
sation s  too  painful  to  desire  a  repetition. 
There  he  had  beheld  an  object  which  re- 
minded  him  of  one  long  since  lost  to  him — 
of  one  whose  remembrance  must  be  ever 
dear,  and  whose  untimely  fate  must  be  ever 
recoUected  with  regret.  To  avoid  there- 
fore  a  recurrence  of  this  internal  agony, 
he  had  ventured  there  no  more ;  but  not- 
withstanding  this  effort  in  favour  of  ins 
iaeerated  feelings,  and  the  task  imposed 

upon 
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npon  himself  of  not  again  entering  the 
house,  yet,  like  Love,  he  oould  not  refrain 
ftom  frequently  wandering  within  its> 
tempting  limits;  and  like  her^  actuated 
by  the  same  motive,  that  of  again  behold- 
ing  one  by  whom  he  feit  himself  so  power- 
fully  interested. 

-  A  similar  disposition  in  the  minds  of 
both  had  led  them  forth  on  this  memor- 
able  moming,  and  scarcely  had  this  me- 
lancholy  visionary  reached  the  seeluded 
spot,  where  he  loved  to  loiter,  impervious^. 
to  every  eye,  than  his  ears  were  saluted 
by  a  pierdng  scream  denoting  female  di»> 
tress.  Nerved  by  every  generous  feeling 
which  prompts  man  to  suceour  the  softer 
sex,  Theodore  sprang  forward,  when  be- 
holding  a  female  in  the  arms  of  a  ruf&an^ 
he  scarcely  wanted  the  additional  strength 
he  experiendfcd,  on  beholding  the  lovely^ 
form  by  which  he  had  been  so  much  a£- 
fected,  to  feil  the  TiUain  at  his  feet* 

-  Scarcely  had  he  effected  the  emancipa^ 
tiön  of  this  interesting  objecto  ere  he  be- 

held 


810  FEAHS^  AKD  CARE8.' 

held  Frederick  Singletxm  darting  towards^ 
him,  led  also  to  the  spot  by  the  sfariek  öfter» 
ror  whidi  had  reverberated  amongst  some 
röd&s,  whither  he  and  Meillard  were  pur-f 
suing  the  game  they  had  started  in  .tbe! 
Valley,  and  who,  on  observing  Love  at 
liberty,  and  unconscious  that  from  her 
had  issiied  the  agonizing  scream^  had  ofifer* 
ed  bis  assistanoe  to  Evans,  in  raising  the 
forlom  being  before  him^  when,  on  behold« 
ing  bis  &ce,  it  is  perhaps  more  easy  to  ima-. 
gine  than  describe  the  astonisbment  that. 
took  possession  of  both,  as  the  one  recc^izr^ 
ed  in  bim  the  detested  Clarenee  Butteral^i 
the  murderer  of  bis  sister,  and  the  other,  the 
iputilated  figure  of  the  horrid  Ambrose ! 

•*Villain!"  exdaimed  the  trembllng. 
Bvans,  whilst  he  firmly  grasped  the  arm 
of  the  half-senseless  cripple,  "  hope  neyer 
to  escape  tne,  tili  thou  hast,«by  an  ample 
confession  of  thine  enormities^  made  atone- 
ment  fpr  the  wrongs  thou  hast  commit-. 
ted;  though  I  fear,"  added  he,  sighing, 
^f  it  will  affqrd  me  but  little  satisfaction." . 

Ere 
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•  Ere  an  answer  was  obtained  to  this  ad* 
dresSy  or  rather  apostrophe,  from  the  agitat- 
ed  Theodore,  they  were  startled  by  the 
report  of  a  pistol,  apparently  at  no  great 
distance,  and  on  tuming  round,  were  sur- 
prised  at  beholding  Meillard  struggling 
with  a  very  suspicious-looking  person, 
who  seemed  as  if  anxious  to  escape  him. 
Finding,  from  the  Situation  of  his  old  ac- 
quaintance  Ambrose,  that  he  had  been 
too  much  stunned  by  the  blow  which  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  Evans  to  be  able 
to  escape,  Frederick  darted  off  to  the  as* 
sistance  of  his  friend,'  whom  he  now  found 
was  the  person  who  had  fired,  as  a  signal 
for  help,  being  unable  to  cope  with  the 
stoujt  athletic  fellow  before  him. 

The  ardent  Frederiek  now  pounced 
upon  him  like  the  towering  eagle  on  his 
prey,  which*  he  is  suro  to  secure  in  his 
talons,  and,  like  him,  was  bearing  him  off 
in  security,  when  the  appearance  of  sir 
Hugh  and  the  servants  relieved  him  from 
all  further  care^  by  receiving  his  prisoner 

into 
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into  their  own  hands,  with  solenm  injunc- 
tions  for  his  safety. 

•*  Oh,  goot  gracious  T  exclaimed  Taf- 
jBine,  wko  was  upon  tbe  look*out,  and 
was  the  first  to  observe  the  party  from 
tbe  hall-windows  as  tbey  approached  the 
bouse,  '^  if  that  isn^t  tbe  ott  sort  of  poty 
tbat  askt  me  so  many  impertinent  ques- 
tions  in  the  park.  I  wonder  if  he  pe  really 
and  truly  crazed,  or  only  make  pelieve 
apout  preaching  and  tbat  sort  of  stu£ 
Well,  he  may  ask  questions  now  of  sir 
Hugh  himself,  who  perhaps  mayn't  be 
quite  so  civil,  when  he  wants  to  know 
apout  the  laties,"  when  the  wonder-struck 
Taffline  was  obliged  to  effect  her  retreat, 
in  Order  to  give  place  to  the  parties  who 
were  about  to  be  ushered  in,  where  sir 
Hugh  proceeded  in  form  to  take  cogni- 
zance  of  the  outrage  that  had  been  com- 
mitted  upon  an  individual  of  bis  own 
family. 

Upon  surveying  the  delinquents  thus 
placed  before  bim^  tbe  baronet  was  not  a 

litde 
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little  surprised,  in  spite  of  his  suspicions, 
to  behold  in  the  countenance  of  one  of 
them  an  offender  who  had  given  him  no 
little  trouble  some  years  before,  in  regard 
to  his  nephew,  and  who,  after  fulfilling 
the  sentence  of  the  law,  seemed  returned 
ivith  the  same  inclination  to  practise  on 
his  patience,  eise  why  find  him  in  such 
Company,  and  evidently  assisting  the 
wretch  whora  they  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  secure  in  his  nefarious  designs 
lipon  the  young  lady  in  question  ? 

While  these  thoughts  were  passing  in 
his  mind,  sir  Hugh  fixed  an  inquirmg  eye 
upon  this  suspicious  person,  who,  unable 
to  stand  its  gaze,  and  shrinking  within 
himself,  replied,  as  if  the  question  had 
been  actually  put  to  him,  so  cowardly  is 
guilt  when  conscience  speaks — "'Tis  all 
true,  your  honour ;  you  certainly  behold 
Cramptext  again  in  old  England ;  and  I 
hope  your  honour  will  pardon  me  this 
time  for  the  evil  I  might  have  meditated 
against  you  or  jours,  in  consequenoe  of 

my 
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my  keeping  my  word  with  you.  Yott 
inay  remember,  sir  Hugh  Singleton,  that 
when  I  parted  from  you  in  a  oourt  of  jus- 
tice, I  promised,  should  I  ever  return,  to 
give  you  a  better  account  of  y our  nq^hew^ 
which  promise,  in  eonsideration  of  your 
clemency  in  the  present  instance,  I  raean 
religiously  tö  perform." 
.  **  Profane  not  the  name  of  religion, 
thou  hy pocrite !  by  calling  in  its  aid  to 
givy  act  of  thine,"  replied  sir  Hugh ;  "  bat 
although  your  communication  cannot  now 
Influenae  either  me  or  my  nephew,  still, 
ifit  is  any  thing  which  tends  to  exculpate 
your  own  conduct  towards  bim,  you  may 
speak." 

Cramptext  then,  with  a  sycophantic  bow, 
which  helped  to  conceal  an  arch  grin  that 
distorted  bis  counten^nce,  thus  began — 

"  About  ten  years  ago,  as  I  was  foUow- 
ing  my  religious  avocations — ^nay,  frown 
not,  your  honour,  I  can  denominate  them 
by  no  other  name — I  say,  as  I  was  fol- 
lowing  my  religious  avocations,  at  a  vil- 

läge 
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läge  not  &r  from  this  ispot,  I  was  several 
times  accosted  by  a  person  here  present, 
Who  begged,  not  my  money,  but  my 
Players  .in  bis  behalf.  Believing  him  to 
be  söme  miserable  wretch,  loaded  with 
eriines,  I  was  willing,  perhaps  on  a  double 
acconnt,  to  unburthen  him  of  ^me  <^ 
them,  and  therefore  at  last'  yielded  him 
my  attention.  But  what  was  my  sur- 
prise,  on  a  farther  acquaintance,  at  dis^ 
ooveiing,  under  this  garb  of  misery,  one 
whom  I  had  known  in  other  days,  as  the 
Kvely,  gay,  and  insinuating  Clarence  But- 
teral! 

>  *'  Expressing  my  surprise  at  so  visible 
an  alteration,  both  in  person  and  manners, 
be  gave  me  to  understand,  that  having  re- 
fläded  some  years  abroad,  he  had  been 
obliged  to  take  an  active  part  in  many 
scenes  that  had  taken  place  during  the 
French  revolution;  and  in  consequence 
l>f  bis  being  frequently  pressed  into  the 
aervice  of  one  faction,  he  as  constantly  ob- 
tained  the  enmity  of  another;  in  conse- 
quence 
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quence  of  which  he  had  received  froin 
one  of  its  members  the  wounds  which 
had  thus  mutilated  his  person ;  *  and  for 
which/  he  exdaimed,  with  a  vehemrat 
tone,  *  I  have  swom  ample  reoenger 

Here  a  groan  of  anguish  escaped  the 
labouring  bosom  of  Evans,  as  he  appeared 
to  swallow  every  syllable  that  was  uttered 
by  the  Speaker;  whilst  the  head  of  the 
guilty  Ambrose  was  hung  in  suUen  si« 
lence,  as  Cramptext  hasted  to  proceed. 

•*  Finding  him  thus  determined,  I  in- 
quired,  if  he  was  so  eager  to  obtain  re- 
venge,  why  he  did  not  aceomplish  it  be- 
fore  he  retumed  to  England^  seeing  it 
was  not  so  easy  a  matter  for  him  to  ac- 
eomplish here? — *  Because,'  he  replied, 
*  the  fiend  who  has  thus  injured  me  is  an 
JEnglishman,  and  it  is  only  here  that  I 
can  now  wreak  my  vengeanee !" 

Here  another  groan  burst  from  the 
heart  of  Evans,  as  the  thought  of  his 
Olivia  presented  itself,  who,  by  this 
Speech,  he  conduded  was  no  more. 

"He 
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KJmmipl^Kt»  *'  tbat»  in  apijte  of  hts  ibrlom 
-wd  4€stitute  «ppe»ri»iae^  he  w«  suüici- 
riwtiy  flieh  to  Mwaid  «ny  ^ne  ivho  would 
::0t9ht  hm»  iu  i^  d6$ign  whichhe  had  form- 
\«ed;  «Bd  'Wut  detenmuied  io  «xecate*  This 
.iivti  >m>iOther  tibtli  the  «tenling  juad  €on- 
'^nfymg:^üxif«y  tb«  a{^tirent  ^^i^jpAimr  and 
.  Amr  to  «ir  Hu^h  «in^eton  titUySod  Vale ; 
.4iytiirhp,  heaffirmed,  ifms  in  £ict  no  re- 
'  lation  of  JBm,  h^ying  he^u  w^ukged,  in 
rhk  ißf^wty^  for  the  resl  nephewr  of  sir 
f  J^i^hf  rfay  l»s  former  stewmd,  wUeh  in- 
^Tant  had  dted  in  the  retiietnent  to  which 
lU'had^beea  «onsumed,  and  the  boy  ealled 
jPV^nirnrA;  jfö^zgii^tora  was  tfae  nephew  and 
•  tote  lMtir»of  tfae  persfHi  m\m  Jhad  do  deq>ly 
riiijaiiid  hm,  and  upon  wrh^om  he  had 
.swiom.to  eKeeate  a  deep»  aolomn,  and  hat* 
/Mgrme0gc. 

*^  I  hope  now  your  hQ«Mr  M  suM^sßed 
.-"4^  I  hiMre.told ihe  ti:iilh,  «tod  ixiade you 
-B.  diacovefyinto  tbe  tei^^ioo«'' ootitwn^ 
-Cbmpkfict,  ift  ran  «ooMid  < MinQ»  "^^  «iiAieh 
-     aMMuiii.  L  wiU 
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will  evince  for  my  sinoeiitj»  and  öbtain 
me  credit  for  keepiDg  my  word  in  luture** 

**  Indeed  I  am  not  satisfied,^  repHed  «ix 
Hugh,  ^  iior  do  I  ^ ve  credit  to  öne  atom 
of  what  yöu  have  been  relating,*  wfailst 
Fredeiick,  agitated  by  the  stränge  story 
just  related,  flew  to  bis  uncle»  and  grasp-; 
ing  bis  band,  wbilst  an  expressiiHi  of  the; 
tenderest  affection  beamed  over  bis  ooun- 
tenance,  besougbt  bim  not  to  give  cre- 
dence  to  so  stränge  an  invenlion.  * 

Retitming  the  afFectionate  pressure  in 
the  same  empbatic  way,  tbe  baronet,  again 
tuming  towards  Cramptext,  said — ^  WeB, 
sir,  as  we  are  already  acquainted  with  your 
proceedings  in  thät  event,  we  will  wave 
all  farther  comments  upon  the  subject; 
but  be  so  good  as  to  inform  us  on  wbat 
pretenee  you  were  loiterihg  bere,  lest  I 
prosecüte  you  for  thus  daring  to  trespass 
on  my  groünds.** 

"  Certainly,  sir,  I  can  have  no  interest 
pow,"  glandng  towards  the  fallen  But- 
teral,  "  in  denying  my  errand,  or  to  con- 

fessing 


]P£AB8  ANt>  CARES«  819 

finsitig  that  it  wa$  once  more  to  assist  in 
serving.  an  old  friend^  whilst  he  assured 
me  I  ran  no  risk>  and  sliould  be  wdl  re- 
warded  for  my  pains ;  and  more  particu- 
larly  w^  as  cash  ran  low  after  so  expen- 
sive  a  trip  as  your  honour  was  kind 
enough  to  send  me." 

'*  And  pray  in  what  way  were  your 
mighty  Services  again  requested  ?" 

"  Why  there  is  no  accounting  for  the 
versatility  of  taste  and  geniiis^  your  ho- 
nour," replied  the  ei-devant  preacher: 
**  my  friend  there,  who  had  before  em- 
ployed  me  in  trepannihg  a  young  gentle- 
inan,  and  knowing  how  well  I  sucoeeded 
in  that  point,  though  I  did  not  absolutely 
take  him  away,  now  besought  my  Service, 
in  respect  to  a  young  lady»  the  possession 
of  whom,  he  gave  me  to  understand,  was 
iiecessary  to  his  very  existence." 

**  Wretch !"  muttered  Frederick. 

**  Not  wishing  bim  to  die/'  continued 
the  narrator,  **  and  particularly  sp  before 
I  had  received  the  promised  reward,  I  did 

l2  as 
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as  he  desired  me,  and  was  already  statu»« 
ed  with  a  chaise,  which  I  bad  procuredt 
at  the  park-gate,  ready  to  receive  the 
prize;  but  he  being  more  tardy  in  his 
Operations  than  my  patience  would  allow, 
in  stepping  forward  a  yard  or  two,  to  as- 
certain  his  tnovements,  I  became  entan- 
gled  myself  in  a  way  that  I  had  neither 
foreseen  nor  desired ;  and  this,  gentleinen, 
is  the  whole  truth  of  the  matter." 

-"  And  what  have  you  to  say  to  this?" 
impatiently  L.arting  forward,  and  address- 
ing  the  eripple,  eried  Mr.  Evans. 

*•  Say,"  retorted  he,  sullenly,  "  that  I 
am  once  more  cnrsed  with  the  sight  of 
Theodoi^e  JSvan^ !  and  that,  in  beholdiiig 
liim,  I  recognize  my  deadhest  foe.  Trou- 
ble  me  no  more !  your  questions  are  use- 
less !" 

The  name  of  Theodore  Evans,  thus  em- 
phatieally  pronouneed  by  Butteral,  sound- 
ed  like  a  knell  in  the  ears  of  sir  Hugh 
Sincrleton-r-aknell,  that  whilst  it  blanched 
bis  cheek,  and  palsied  his  band,  rung  out 

the 
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the  death-stroke  to  all  his  fair  pos$ession6 
in  Myfod  Vale ;  and  what  perhaps  was  of 
still  greater  moment  at  tiiis  period,  his 
nephew's  after  him. 

Although  this  geiitleman  could  not  be 
Ignorant  of  the  tenure  by  which  he  held 
possession  of  this  beautiful  estatp,  having 
been  fully  made  acquainted  with  it  dur- 
ing  the  last  moments  of  his  father,  yet,  as 
the  first  stipulated  period  had  passed,  with- 
out  either  the  appearance  of  its  former 
possessor,  or  any  claim  being  made  on  his 
part,  and  so  many  years  had  elfipsed  since, 
that  it  was  now  brought  within  the  ^er^ 
of  the  time  speeified  in  the  second ;  tbvif» 
believing  himself  perfectly  seqiun?  i^  thp 
possession,  he  had  settled  his  ipind  uppp 
the  business,  an4  M^oul4  npw  a^  spop  hayp 
expected  a  visit^from  the  man  in  thi^  tqopQ, 
ör  an  inhabitant  c^  the  antipedßs,  a^  ^gain 
to  behold  Theodore  JSvam ;  and  in  this 
person,  the  stranger  too,  whnt  oould  hftvß 
been  his  motive  for  such  concealment? 
why  not  openly  demand  restitution  of  hi^ 

l3  property? 
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property?  were  question»  that  agitated 
the  bewildered  mind  of  sir  Hugh^  who, 
now  feeling'  himself  really  indisposed, 
iiiade  a  sign  ta  Frederick  that  be  wislied 
to  quit  the  rtiani ;  when  hasttly  apologiz- 
ing  for  his  absencje,  and  leaning  on  the 
arm  of  his  nephew,  he  repaired  to  bis 
study,  there  to  meditate  at  leisure  lipon 
the  extraordinary  discovery  he  had  niade, 
and  revolve  in  his  own  mind  the  be^ 
mode  of  proceeding  in  consequence, 

Here  the  worthy  baFouet  had  Tiot  long 
renmined,  a  prey  to  his  solitary  refliections, 
ere  the  door  opened,  and  Love,  whö,  be- 
lieving  lüm  still  oceupied  with  the  de- 
linquents  in  the  hall,  entered,  in  erder  to 
exchange  a  book ;  but  on  seeing  sir  Hugh, 
she  apologized  for  her  intrusion,  and 
withdrew. 

In  silence  she  was  regarded,  and  in  si- 
lenee  suffered  to  depart ;  but  not  without 
leaving  a  new  source  of  concern  to  the 
already-harassed  feelings  of  the  meditator. 
To  the  growing  attachment  which  had 

long 
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long  subsisted  betweeii  this  lovely  girl 
and  his  Frederick  he  oould  be  no  stranger ; 
and  as  he  was  convinced  that  she  was  in 
possession  of  every  requisite,  fortune  ex- 
cepted,  to  render  the  raarriage  State  happy^ 
that  he  disregarded,  both  in  regard  to  her 
own  personal  qualifieations,  as  well  as  the 
promise  of  protection  given  by  him  to  her 
ancient  friend ;  believing  that  if  the  estäte 
should  fall  to  Frederick  after  his  decease^ 
he  could  make  up  an  equivalent  from  his 
own  private  purse  for  the  want  of  fortune 
in  hb  wife.  But  now  he  shuddered  to 
refleci  on  the  pain  which  it  would  be  ne* 
cessary  to  inflict  on  two  young  faearts, 
who^  possessors  were  looking  forward  to 
a  life  of  bappiness  in  the  society  of  each 
other.  The  title^  which  must  descend  to 
Frederick  after  his  decease,  he  argued, 
must  be  properly  supported,  and  this 
could  not  be  done  by  marrying  a  penny- 
less  wife;  no,  that  would  be  to  plunge 
him  and  his  posterity  into  endless  difficul- 

L  4  ties ; 
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tiM;  and  to  «void  wdi^  a:  Cfttutiopbe, 
prompt  measuTC9  should  be  teken. 

*'  Yes,  my  obildfen,'^  he  exd&imed,  in 
the  fullncw  of  hit  hMit»  ^  iitqpmous  neces- 
sity  demands  diat  you  sbould  be  divided,. 
and  the  aoonet  Üie  sacrifioe  takes  pltee 
the  better.** 

Brushing  the  tear  of  oommiseration: 
from  his  eye,  wbich  had  gathered  during 
this  retrospection,  the  baronet  hasfcened 
to  lady  Ap-Howel,  in  order  to  eommuni* 
cate  the  inteUigence  wMeh  behad  so  lateiy 
gathered,  with  its  probable  (xmse^ucBioes. 
in  regard  to  Frederick»  as  well  aa  tO  QMf 
fer  with  her  upon  the  speediest  and  mmt 
plausible  means  of  her  instant  removaU 
with  her  protägde^  from  the  Vale. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


A1.THOUGH  exceedingl}'  surprised  at  such 
unlooked-for  intelligence,  and  feeling  an 
equal  degree  of  pity  with  sir  .Hugh  for; 
the  pain  necessary  to  be  inflicted  on  the 
feeling9  of  the  young  people,  still  she  per- 
fectly  agreed  with  him  in  the  expedieney 
of  the  measure  he  had  suggested,  in  order 
to  save  her  beloved  nephew  from  tiie min 
in  which  such  an  allianee  might  invx)lve^ 
him.  She  kneWj  besides,  that  she  should 
he  acting  in  consonance  to  the  ideas  which 
his  father  would  entertain  on  the  subject,. 
who,  however  they  might  appear  to  tole^ 
rate  her  lovely  protägäCy  knew.  too  well 
how  to  appreciate  the  goods  of  this  world,. 
yclept  riches,  to  wish  a  son  of  theirs  to 
sacrifice  attlie  shrine  of  Cupid,  if  deprvv- 

L  5.  ,e^ 
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ed  of  the  gifts  of  Plutiis.  Determined 
therefore  to  hasten  her  departure  as  rauch 
as  possible,  she  had  only  to  frame  an  ex- 
cuse  equal  to  the  emergencjr  of  tlie  case, 
which  should  enable  her  to  set  out  for 
Castle  Howel  before  the  dreaded  explana- 
tion  should  ensue.  This  she  was  enabkd 
to  do  by  eontrivihg  to  make  it  appear 
that  she  had  received  a  letter  from  sir 
Howel,  commanding  her  immediate  re- 
tuni ;  when,  in  a  couple  of  days,  it  was 
fixed  that  she  and  her  young  friends 
should  turn  their  backs  on  the  inhabitants 
of  M  yfod  Vale; 

Ala8,  confiding  youth!  who  thought 
thyself  within  the  very  pale  of  happiness, 
what  a  disappointment  awaits  thee?  and 
how  will  it  wound  the  geritle  heart  of 
her  whose  existence  seems  interwoven 
with  thine,  when  she  learns  the  eruel  in- 
telligence  of  thy  Separation !  But  a  cor- 
dial  drop  still  lurked  in  the  cnp  of  Iritter- 
ness  they  were  destined  to  swallow ;  they 

knew 
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knew  not  the  extent  of  their  threatened 
miseiy,  uid  to  meet  again  was  the  only 
idea  that  now  sustained  theair  ; 

Lady  Ap-Howel  had  already  giyen" 
ordars  to  prepare  for  the  meditated  jour- 
ney,  and  desired,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  y oung  ladies  might  be  informed  of  it ; 
but  Miss  Jeannette  Ap-Griffiths  being  no 
where  to  be  found»  application  was  made 
to  Taffline  to  unite  in  the  search  aft^  her 
lady«  her  presence  being  immediately  ne- 
cessary. 

"  It  is  very  little  Service  for  me  to  ga 
after  Miss»^  replied  Taffline,  **  because  I 
know  she  is  gone  scampering  pver  the 
park  upon  her  new  horsipede^  and  she 
makea  bim  go  like  wUd^  so  that  I  ooul4 
never  overtake  her.  WelU  every  ©ne  asi 
they  like ;  though^  for  m.y  part^  I  should 
hate  to  mount  a  thing  that  had  no  more 
flesh  nor  ploot  in  it  than  a  wooden  gate- 
post,  and  tbenr  fancy  'tis  to*  carry  a  poty 
like  a  Ufe  animal.  No,  no,  none  of  your 
wooden  horses  fer  me.    Give  me  my  owu 

L:6  little 


UttteTcfl;  tlMt  ned  tö  cmwl  ap  tiwimmi^ 
tmm  with  ne  Kke  a  oat,  and  tbcn  gaUqp 
away  as  fleet «  a  gMyhound~4lialfi  tiie 
thhigforTafiliner 

Scaroely  bald  Tafflinefiniriied  her  speeA 
ere  Miss  Jemnette  was  seen  gaidmg  her 
vdodpede  töwards  tlie  house^  not  a  fittk 
mrprked  i»  obswing  an  tmusual  bustle 
througlioat  Üke  whole,  whieh  mirprise 
w»  iMt  deereMed)  wti«ii  Taffline,  flying 
towaids  lier,  eKdaimeA-^^  Come,  Miss 
Jeannette !  put  up  your  horsipede,  thougb 
Heapfen  knows  he  wanta  but  little  staple- 
loom,  mä  wliat  is  still  petter^  but  little 
fi^tter;  weimaat  bare  odier  guess  bones 
tfaanlieto  carry  US,  ^s  my  thinking,  or 
we  «hall  nerer  readi  Castle  ApELoweL" 

^  Ca9äe  Jp-Towelr  repeated  Miss 
Grifl&tJhs,  qnititing  her  Pegasus ;  ^  what  is 
the  gifl  talking  of?  whoever  dreamt  just 
now  of  Castle  Ap-ttowel?" 

**  Wby  your  aunti  Miss,  I  pelieve  has 
peen  treatning  of  some  such  tfaing,  thof 
1^  is  ^ide  awake;  for  it  is  oeitain  that 

we 
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we  a»  aD  going^  ptg  and  paggage^  and 
tfaat  tirectiy  too^  or  my  name  ia  not  Taf-* 

Not  a  Utüe  mortificd  at  thia  inteUigenc^ 
Miss  J^annette  Ap-Griffiths^  who  bad  suf- 
fered  her  volatUe  imaginatbn  to  atray^ 
rather  tob  frequeQtijr  to^warda  tfae  grav« 
Meillard  i»  tbink  of  quitting  Myfod  Vale 
with  coinpostire,  novr  ru^hed  into  the 
withdrawingMroom  to  ascertain  the  trutk 
of  Taffline'a  assertion.  Here  she  found 
sir  Hkigh  in  dose  coiiTersation  with  Jadyr 
Ap^Howd  upon  the  reoent  event;  when 
ha^g  b^tily  put  her  questibn,  she  wasr 
as  concisely  answered,  that  an  immediate 
preparation  wovld  *be  neoessary  to  enable 
therni  to  commence  their  joumey  home-^ 
wani,  ^hlch  would  take  piace  without 
ddiay.  Strudc  dutnb  by  this  positive  de- 
eision^  poor  Misa  J^nnettei  with  a  greatef. 
weighi  oti  hdr  h^art  than  she  had  ever  ex^ 
peiienced,  went  io  searcfa  of  Love,  from 
whom  sh^  expeoted  that  degvee  of  conso- 
ktion  geneially  ctefiModiffoi»  sympathy. 

From 
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From  the  time  sir  Hu^  Singleton  had 
quitted  the  hall^  the  bnsiness»  in  legard  ta 
the  examination  of  Cramptext  and  Butte- 
tal»  stood  still ;  the  one  appearing  to  have 
confessed  all  he  had  to  say»  and  the  other 
cpntinuing  inflexibly  sikht  in  regard  ta 
eveiy  question  that  was  put  to  him ;  till> 
the  patience  of  Mr.  Evans  being  exhaust- 
ed,  he  stepped  forward^  and  addressing 
kimself  to  Frederick  and  Meillard»  as  they 
stood  together,  said  aloud — ^'  I  arrest  tbis^ 
man,  as  kaving»  soine  years  ago  in  Italy». 
araongst  many  other  crimest  committed 
that  of  murder !'  and  I  charge  you,  gen- 
tlemen,  wHh  seeing  bim  taken  into  cust<K 
dy,  and  secured  accordiii^ly.*' 

"The  vile  iusinuation  is  false,  Theodore 
Evans,"  groaned  the  treacherous  Clar^nce; 
"  /  did  not  murder  her,  ruffian  as  I  was; 
sJie  escaped  my  violence^  which  fidded 
fuel  to  the  envious  fire  that  bumed*  with- 
in  my  bosom^  and  instigated  my  attempt 
on  the  lovely  Julia»,  thy  Üeauteous  sistcvr 
when  thy  cursed  arm  was  stietched  forth 

to 
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to  render  me  wfaat  I  am..  Tken  I  swore 
»evenge — bitter  revenge,  on  thee  and 
thine ;  and  I  wouM  have  executed  it,  had 
not  an  unseen  power  intervened:  to  prevent 
the  cotnpletion  of  my  design.  Now  it  is 
too  late,  and  with  the  disappointment  my 
energies  gire  way,  and  I.  believe  myself 
not  long  für  this  world ;  my  intentieus  are 
now  become  known^  and  tlierefore  easy  to 
frtistrate ;  yet  think  not»  should  I  make  a 
confession  of  my  real  as  well  as  my  medi- 
tated  crimes.»  that  I  do  it  to  satiisfy  thee. 
Na!  my  enmity  to  thee^  as  tlie  person 
who  blasted  my  every  expectation  in  this 
wcH^ld».  by  rendering  me  an  object  loath- 
some  to  behold»  nuist  ever  remain  üa- 
shaken  L" 

Here»  apparently  exhausted^  the  cripple 
agaln  sunk  into  the  cecumbent  posture 
from  wbich  he  had,.  in  jsome  measure,  ele- 
vated himself  at  the  beginning  of  bis 
Speech ;  when  Evans^  fearing  he  had  fidnt- 
ed,  in  hh  eagerness  to  have  him  proceed, 
implored  him.  to  swallow  some  restoiativ.e. 

•^Not 


^Not  fixHn  thy  hands^"  be  r^Ued,  '*  not 
firom  thy  hands;  Clarenoe  Butteral  and 
Theodore  Evans  can  never  break  bread 
together  agaiii.''  Then  tuming  towards 
Fredetick,  he  addresaed  faim  by  saying-^ 
^  Young  man^  though  Ainbrose»  in  oon- 
oert  with  otbers,  once  did  you  an.  injury, 
and  meditated  towacds  you,  had  not  Hea^ 
Ten  interfered,  a  much  greater,  ivill  you 
lefuaeto  bestaw  upon  him  the  refreshment 
he  now  requires  at  your  hands  to  prevent 
him  from  sinking  ?* 

••  Certainly  not,''  wh«  the  ready  reply  of 
Frederick,  who  possessed  a  heart  open  as 
day  to.  Hidting  charity,  and  who  flew  to 
Order  in  refreshments  immediately ;  when 
haviiig  partaken  of  the  good  cheer  set  be- 
fore  him,  the  cripple  entreated  to  be  allow- 
ed  a  Short  time  for  repose,  in  order  to  re- 
cruit  bis  weakened  frame,.  whieh  had  been 
much  shook  by  bis  morning  rencontre 
with  Mr.  Evans,  as  well  as  the  violent 
passions  by  which  he  had  been  agitated. 
After  which,  touehed  by  conscienoe,  which, 

however. 


bowever  iate,  seldom  omits  to  awakeh  the 
i^niier^s  heart^  be  promi«^  a  recital  that 
should  fuUy  didt  the  progress  of  bis  con- 
diiot. 

Findin^  himself  suffioiently  tefre$hed 
after  a  few  hour^'  sleep,  Glarenoe  Butteral, 
with  a  hoUow  Toice  and  ungrodous  mien, 
prepared  tö  give  the  protaised  recitaU  to. 
which  Mr.  Evans,  ifho  had  never  lost 
sight  of  hitn  duldng  bis  repose,  as  eagerly^ 
pcepai^ed'  to*  Üstetr ;-  a«id  havlng  l^h>  Mitii-^ 
moned  m  Hitgh^  they^  vridAi  JPreA^nek, 
pheed  themselves  aMund  tiie  sp«aker^ 
each  in  their  tum  interested  in  the  ooiQr 
munieation  he  was  about  to  inake^  thöugh 
from  different  motives;'and  eaoh  alike 
impatiently  awaited  the  result 

^*  That  I  owe  some  atonement  to  $h  in- 
nooent  being>  whom  I  had  intended  deeply 
to  injure,  by  way  of  satkitirig  a  jurtly- 
eoticeived  revenge  upon  anotber,  is  per- 
haps  the  strengest  reason  I  can  give  för  the 
explanation  I  am  about  to  lay  befofe  you»'* 
apid  the  somewhat-pei;^itent  Buttend ;  ^^and 

may 
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may  Heaven,  in  oonsideration  of  this,  lock 
with  a  favourable  eye  upon  the  actual 
enormities  I  have  conimitted !  But  ta 
proeeed.  Ambition,"  he  continued,  "  the 
sin  by  which  e'en  angels  feil,  has  been  my 
ruin.  It  was  impLinted  in  my  Constitu- 
tion from  my  very  birth ;  and  to  its  evU 
growth  I  attribute  every  ill  that  has  sinoe 
befallen  me.  Through  life  I  have  blindly 
followed  its  dictates,  and  at  one  period  oi 
tay  exist^ioe,  had  leached  witbin  sightaf 
its  highest  pinnaele,  from  which,  alas !  I 
was  as  suddenly  hurled,  never  to  rise 
again! 

^  To  describe  the  season  of  my  youth 
is  irrelevant  to  my  tale ;  I  will  therefore 
commence  my  narrative  from  the  time  in 
which  I  ingratiated  myself  sufficiently 
into  the  favour  of  that  being  who  Stands 
before  me,  to  induce  him  to  accept  me  as 
his  companion  on  his  returii  to  Rome, 
where,  after  a  visit  made  to  England,  he 
went  to  find  a  home.  This  was  an  era  ia 
my  life  at  which  I  had  scarcely  hoped  ta 

arrive» 
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arriye,  so  mach  bejond  even  my  daring 
expectations,  and  tliat  country,  a  theatre 
on  which  I  was  destined  to  play  many 
difierent  parts ;  biit  as  that  is  a  subject  not 
at  all  connected  with  the  events  I  am 
about  to  relate,  only  as  it  enabled  me  to 
acliieve  tbem  with  greater  facility,  I  shall 
pass  it  over.  From  my  first  arrival  then 
in  Italy,  I  shall  date  the  commencement 
of  my  dlslike,  which  in  time  amounted  to 
hate,  of  Theodore  Evans :  this  to  some  may 
üppear  Strange,  when  I  confess  my^obliga- 
tions  to  him,  and  towards  wbom  I  ougbt 
to  have  engendered  nought  but  sentiments 
of  gi^titude ;  but  they  know  not  the  effects 
produced  by  an  envious  disposition.  I  saw 
this  envied  being  moving  in  a  süperior 
sphere,  and  feit  myself  humiliatedbyreceiv- 
ing' his  fayours  ;  I  also  beheld  him  regarded 
for  bis  handsome  person,  whilst  mine  was 
calculated  rather  to  create  aversion  tban 
esteem»  and  I  envied  him ;  I  saw  him  be- 
loved  by  a  woman,  the  fairest.in  creation, 
whom  I  adored»  wA  I  h^ted  r  him !  but 

when 
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when  his  arm,  thougfa  justly  raised  against 
me,  succeeded  in  inaking  me  what  I  am, 
a  mutilated  object  scarcely  human,  I  loath- 
ed  his  veiy  name;  it  was  odious  in  my 
ears,  and  I  bittedy  swore  to  wreak  on 
him  a  deep  and  dire  reoenge. 

**  To  achieve  this  point  seemed  now  the 
only  object  fbr  which  I  Hved ;  and  baving 
employed  spies  to  watch  his  every  move- 
ment, and  acquaint  me  with  all  his  pro- 
oeedings,  I  leamed  that  the  infant  chiU 
of  his  sister  had  been  conveyed  tb  Eng- 
land, and  oonsigned,  through  the  medium 
of  his  Steward,  to  the  care  of  sir  Hugh 
Singleton.  On  this  predous  child  I  had 
determined  to  wreak  my  vengeance;  it 
was  his  heirj  and  through  its  means,  per- 
haps,  would  his  name  be  transmitted  to 
posterity,  whilst  mine  would  crumble  with 
the  dust;  this,  therefore,  would  be  the 
surest  means  of  striking  at  his  heart  But 
the  time  for  putting  my  design  in  exeeit- 
tion  was  not  arrived;  other  scenes  de- 
manded  my  presence,   and  I   knew  the 

child 
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chüd  wias  Bßfe,  whilst  Evaiil  himtdf  was 
too  seourely  lodged  to  escape  kntt.  Thus 
I  pentiitted  matt^  to  reniain  iii  ^teiü 
quo,  tili  affidrs,  by  drawing  to  wl  crim  in 
Italy,  gave  Dotier  for  my  departüre  fiotn 
th^nce,  in  order  to  ßicilitate  itoy  iK^fttnes 
in  England;  this  I  glädly  undertopk,  fbr 
my  aoul  biegan  to  thirst  för  Inone  ad;ive 
vengieance  on  the  de voted  Theodore;  and 
a  prosperous  yoyage,  combining  with  for- 
tunate  bioidents,  soon  enaUed  me  to  suf> 
ceed  lieoordifvg  to  my  wishe$« 

"  Xhe  Ä6count  alreääy  gi veti  by  my  oo^ 
adjutor  Cramptext,  respecting  tbe  iiekttig 
and  conveying  away  of  thät  young  gtotle- 
man,'?  pointing  to  Ei^derick,  "  is  ootreoL 
In  him  I  believed»  according  to  the  report 
I  reoeived  firom  my  emissaries^  tö  Ilavoob- 
täined  füll  possession  of  Julia's  ^rphan 
child,  which  I  meant  to  have  samfieed  to 
the  manes  of  my  resentment,  had  not  tny 
iUness»  and  his^ubseiqutnt  esoape^^tärevenfr- 
led  me.  This»  no  dou^t,  was  aa  iotetp^ 
sition  öf  HeaV^,  inofdär  tbisave  4he  ii^ 

nocent 
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iKX^nt  fix>iii  the  hands  of  the  guilty;  and 
finr  which  I  now  of&r  op  my  thanks,  as  I 
have  since  disoovered  he  was  not  the  .in- 
dividual  I  sougfat,  but  the  undoubted  ne« 
phew  of  sir  Hugh  Singleton." 

''  Certainly  not  T  exdainied  the  agiiated 
Evans,  whilst  the  band  of  Frederi^  was 
again  dosely  knit  with  that  of  bis  unde; 
'*  certainly  not !  but  (A,  Clarence  Butte- 
ral !  if  you  have  still  any  regard  fbr  trutbi 
any  wish  to  make  atonement  for  tbe  evib 
you  have  oommitted»  teil  me  wbere  I  shaU 
find  her,  wbere  seek  the  daughUr  of  my 
sainted  Julia?** 

'^  I  have  no  desire  to  make  any  atone^ 
ment  to  you,**  languidly  replied  the  almost- 
exhausted  Butteral ;  ^*  and  if  I  could  have 
suceeeded  in  my  attempt  this  moming, 
you  would  never  have  known  she  was  in 
existence*  But  now  a  higher  power  than 
thine  calls  upon  me  to  confess,  even  against 
my  will,  that  in  the  lovely  object  of  my 
rüde  attack  you  may  behold  her;  that 
fiamekss  girl,  the  protig^e  of  lady  Ap- 

Howel, 
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Howel,  is  the  heir  to  Theodore  Evans, 
and  the  orphan  child  of  the  persecuted 
Julia  Falvinor 

Here  the  cripple,  apparently  exhausted 
by  his  exeiüons,  and  the  difFerent  emo« 
tions  which  shook  his  wasted  frame,  sunk 
back  nearly  fainting,  whilst  the  most  live- 
ly  sarprise  fiUed  the  bosoms  of  his  audi- 
tors ;  when  haying  entreated  that  he  might 
*be  put  to  bed,  and  eveiy  proper  attention 
administered,  the  fbrgiving  and  transport- 
ed  Theodore  flew  to  embrace  his  long4ost 
niece,  whilst  the  others  retired  to  ruminate 
on  the  sentiments  by  which  they  feit 
^hemselves  most  affected. 


( , 
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WUAr  •«  jcmncSiöteQce^Kif  isrireato  )ha4  et- 
fiunred  MthiB  the  last  few  lEMiri^  «nd^w 
fieiioiis  Vrere  they  likctly  t»^  {>rove  in  their 
eonsequences,  wei^  the  refleetions  tkfttfDow 
t»ßu|tted  äie  midd  of  Cur  H  y^gfa  '^tn|^(rtwn> 
Thftt;  Theodore  Sv^ns^wcnfldiaiimidlfttely 
hsy  nimm  to  ibe  >Q^te»  w<i$  oetftaiD,  in  bis 
opinioD»  it  belog  jüst  withm  the  time  «I- 
lowed  in  the  clause  for  the  appearsnee  of 
an  lieir  for  that  purpose,  and  that  Frede- 
rick must  lose  all  hope  as  to  its  future  pos- 
Session,  was  also  equally  certain.  For 
himself  he  cared  not,  ptherwise  than  as  the 
resigning  a  place  long  endeared  to  him  by 
possession,  and  embellished  by  bis  own 
hands;  but  on  bis  nephew's  aeeount  he 
grieved — ^grieved  to  dim  the  lustre  of  his 
opening  prospects-^to  be  obliged  to  put 
':         .  :  an 
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an  extinguisher  on  the  flame  of  his  love» 
and  to  damp  all  the  rising  energies  of  his 
youth,  by  havuig  an  uidefinite  period  to 
look  forward  to  for  the  patrimony  which 
he  might  bequeath  him. 

From  these  unpleasant  ruminations  the 
baronet  was  at  length  relieved  by  the  en- 
trance  of  lady  Ap-Howel,  who  came  to 
oonsult  him  upon  the  discovery  that  had 
taken  place»  and  which  of  cpurse  would» 
for  the  present,  set  aside  the  meditated 
joumey»  and  perhaps  in  the  event  entireiy 
frustrate  all  their  future  plans,  as  Love» 
having  now  a  natural  protector,  could  no 
longer  be  amenable  to  her  guidance ;  and 
whilst  she  could  not  help  regretting  the 
loss  of  one  who»  by  her  amiable  and  a£Pec- 
lionate  conduct,  had  endeared  berself  to 
her  heart»  she  still  feit  a  soothing  satisfac- 
tion  at  the  opening  prospects  of  one  so  es* 
timable. 

Whilst  these  two  sincere  friends  of  the 
young  people  were  still  debating  on  the 
chances  which  might  militate  against  their 

YOL.  iiL  M  future 
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fötüre  happines»;  Mh  EhroiiB,  wfalo  haA 
never  lost  sight  of  Bütteral  (except  dürinj^ 
bis  repose),  and  who  wished  sir  Huglr 
Singleton,  for  weighty  reasons,  to  have 
every  proof  of  the  identity  of  the  yotmg 
lady  in  questiön,  now  sent  to  request  that 
he,  with  Frederick  and  lady  Ap-Ht>we!, 
would  again  faTour  him  with  their*  pre^ 
senee,,to  hear  the  whole  of  what  the  guilty 
wretch  now  ealled  his  (»nfessions— a  sum- 
mons  which  the  party  were  not  slow  iii 
obeying. 

On  again  approaehing  the  delinquenf^ 
who  appeared  somewhat  revived  by  rest 
and  refreshment,  he  proceeded  to  say,  thftt 
after  having  been  disappointed  of  the 
prey  which  he  believed  to  have  so  firmly 
secured  in  the  person  of  Frederick,  he  had 
remained  a  long  time  in  a  very  debilitated 
State,  but  from  which  he  had  recovered 
siifficiently  to  visit  some  of  his  old  haunts, 
whence  he  discovered  the  fäte  of  his  two 
ci-devant  companions,  the  old  man  and 
Cramptext,  and  likewise  of  the  restoration 

of 
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cf'  Frederick  to  the  arms  of  his  uncle. 
Not  wishing  to  hazard  his  own  safety  hy 
aj^aring  so  soon  after  such  an  event^ 
and  having  some  affairs  of  importance 
which  called  him  to  Italy,  whither  he  had 
determined  to  have  taken  the  boy  for 
wbom  he  had  gone  such  lengths,  but 
whom  it  was  now  impossible  to  think  of 
regaining,  he  immediately  quitted  Eng- 
land fpr  Rome  and  its  vicinity. 

"  And  Olivia  ?"  burst  in  tremulous  ao^ 
cents  from  the  Ups  of  the  expecting  Theo- 
dore, as  he  eagerty  dwelt  upon  every  syl- 
lable  as  it  proceeded  from  the  mouth  of  his 
enemy. 

"Dead/'  replied  the  somewhat-relenting 
Butteral — "  dead  to  you  and  to  me !  al- 
though  I  was  not  her  executioner."  Here 
he  passed  his  band  over  his  brow  to  dissi- 
pate  the  gathering  Perspiration,  which 
horror,  at  some  inward  remembrance,  ap- 
peared  to  have  produced.  "  No !"  he  con- 
tinued, "  she  was  fated  to  escape  my  fiend- 
like  machinations,  by  finding  a  secure  asy- 

M  2  lum 
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lum  in  the  Convent  della  Fieta,  whafe 
flhe  now  resides ;  and  where  may  her  sanc- 
tity  make  atonement  for  the  sins  of  tiie 
wietched  Clarence !    But  to  proeeed«    Al- 
tiiough  obliged  by  imperious  necesäty 
thus  to  postpone  my  plan  of  meditated 
v^igeance  against  the  hated    Theodcxe 
Evans,  I  had  not  lost  ^ht  of  it ;  and  upon 
leturning  agam  to  my  native  land,  and 
beiieving  myself  seeure  of  my  prey  in  the 
supposed  nephew  of  sir  Hugh  Singleton, 
I  again  bent  my  steps  towards   Myfi)d 
Vale,  in  the  vidnity  of  which  I  could  ar- 
range  my  plans  with  secmity ;  here  I  had 
not  long  remsdned,  when  chance  gave  to 
my  astonished  view  the  figure  of  my  for- 
mer companion  in  iniquity,  the  banished 
Cramptext.     After  the  sm^prise  occasion- 
ed  by  this  unexpected  meeting  had  sub- 
sided,  we  proceeded  to  compare  notes,  as 
to  cur  past,  present,  and  future  prospects 
in  iife,  when  I  confessed  to  him  the  still- 
lurking  purpose  of  my  soul,  to  the  com- 
pletion  of  which  I  again  besought  his  as- 

sistance. 
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sistance.  But  who  ean  guess  the  astonish- 
meiit  I  experienced»  when  he  proceeded  to 
inform  me  that  I  laboured  under  a  mistake 
in  regard  to  the  supposed  nephew  of  sir 
Hugh  Singleton,  who  was  in  fact  not  the 
person  I  wanted;  but  that  for  a  certain 
sum»  whidh  he  specifie<^  he  would  be 
bound  to  discover  the  real  objeet  of  my 
pursuit.  To  this  compact  I  was  not  long 
in  subscribing,"  continiied  he;  "  when 
Cramptext  continued  to  inform  me,  that 
during  bis  itinerant  mode  of  life  as  a 
preacher,  which  he  confessed  to  have  been 
the  most  lucrative,  as  well  as  convenient, 
by  procuring  him  an  easy  access  into  num- 
berless  families,  he  was  one  day  invited 
to  attend  the  sickbed  of  an  old  man,  liv- 
ing  in  a  very  retired  hamlet  hi  North 
Wales,  where,  there  being  no  resident 
dergyman,  he  had  thought  himself  fortu- 
nate  in  having  arrested  him,  having  a  se- 
cret  of  importance  to  communicate,  which 
he  was  loth  should  go  out  of  the  world 
with  him.—'  The  sick  man/  added  Cramp- 

M  S  text, 
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text,  ^  proceeded  to  say,  that  in  his  yotuager 
days  he  had  been  Steward  to  a  gentleman 
of  the  name  pf  Evans»  who,  by  some  un- 
foreseen  occurrences»  had  been  induoed  to 
apend  the  latter  part  of  his  life  abroad, 
where  he  had  died»  after  bequeathing  the 
fiimily  estate  to  j^is  son.  ^'That  son,"  added 
be,  ^^  I  loved  and  venerated,  as  well  as  pi- 
tied ;  for  by  some  adverse  fate  his  posses- 
sions  were  alienated»  and  feil  into  the 
Lands  of  strangers,  whom  Heaven  forgive 
me  if  I  doubted  wrongfiiUy,  but  I  oould 
not  help  suspecting  them  of  having  dealt 
unfairly  by  my  young  master  Tbeodpue ; 
and  when  I  reeeived  firom  hixn  a  beautifiil 
Infant,  the  ehild  of  his  sister,  €onfided  to 
my  care,  with  injunetions  that  'I  should, 
by  presenting  it  to  sir  Hugh  Singleton, 
the  present  possessor  of  Myfod  Vale,  in- 
sure  it  a  double  guardianship,  vested  in 
him  and  myself,  I  hesitated  to  obey  hiai, 
believing  in  my  heart,  that  if  he  had  cajded 
my  master  out  of  the  estate,  he  would  not 
8top  at  a  trifle  to  keep  it  in  his  possession ; 

and, 
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aiQ^  tberefore,  though  the  very  .dwelling 
of  its  anoestors,  I  did  not  conceive  it  a  fit 
place  för  a  descendant  of  the  house  of 
Evans;  and  Heaven  pardon  me,  as  I  said 
befbre,  If  I  acted  or  thought  unjustly! 
The  strictest  injunctions,  as  I  have  given 
-you  to  understand»  were  kid  upon  me  in 
regard  to  the  rearmg  this  little  girl »" 

*'Crirlr  I  repeated,  interruptmg.Ccamp- 
text  in  his  relation,  ^  was  it  then  a  female 
in£uit  for  which  I  ought  to  have  sought  ?' 

*  Most  certainly  it  wap/  he  replied ;  hut 
to  Gontinue  in  the  wx)rds  of  the  speaker.-pr- 
'*  This  little  girl,  whQm  Ijoould  not  resolve 
to  commit  to  the .  protection  of  those  Ä 
deemed  its  most  inveterate  enemies»  I  at 
length  confided  to  the  care  of  a  person  on 
whom  I  could  depend,  in  a^  distant  part  of 
the  coantiy,  describing  it  as  ^  oiphan, 
whom  I  wished  to  be  bro^ght  upiii  .con- 
cealmenty  without  assiguiqg  i^ven  her 
name,  whenoe  she  came,  .or  jqy  own. 
This  the  person  to  whom  J  had  jconsjgoed 
her  eogaged  to  .perform,  lin  ^consideiatiQKi 
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of  a  small  yearly  stipend^  which  I  regulaily 
paid ;  when  after  a  short  time^  he  infbrm- 
ed  me,  that  he  had  placed  the  child,  as  a 
farther  security,  with  an  antiquated  dame^ 
who,  havuig  quarrelled  with  the  world, 
lived  seduded  m  a  rocky  deU»  where  she 
had,  for  years  together,  seen  no  one  bat 
hhnself,  and  where  it  was  next  to  impossi- 
Ue  she  could  ever  be  discovered^  This 
pleased  me  exceedmgly ;  here  I  could  be 
sure  of  her  safety ;  and  whilst  she  grew 
up  like  a  Uly  of  the  vale,  mhalmg  its  own 
sweetness,  I  longed  to  mtroduce  her,  love- 
ly  as  she  must  have  been,  to  bar  relative; 
but,  alas !  I  have  never  heard  fiom  bim 
since,  and  know  not,  at  this  moment,  whe- 
ther  Gk)d  has  summoned  hini  to  bis  long 
aecount,  or  whether  he  is  still  in  the  land 
of  the  living.  But  to  conclude  my  tale. 
A  few  weeks  back  I  went,  as  usual,  to  in- 
quire  of  old  Penyn  respecting  the  health 
of  bis  Charge,  and  to  pay  bim  bis  annual 
stipend,  when  he  informed  me  that  the  old 
dame  was   dead,   and  that  my  lily  had 

been 
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been  transplanted  by  the  band  of  sir  Hugh 
Singleton  (the  very  man  fix>m  wbom  I 
had  been  so  eager  to  guard  her)  to  the 
more  obngenial  soll  of  Castle  Ap-Howel, 
where  she  had  become  domesticated»  and 
where  it  was  most  likely  she  would  ccm- 
tinue  to  remain.  Satisfied  as  to  her  secu- 
rity,  I  retumed  home,  determining  not  to 
divulge  the  secret  tili  some  pressing  oeca- 
sion  for  her  wel&re,  or  the  approach  of 
death,  should  oblige  me.  The  last-men- 
tioned  period  is  now  come;  I  feel  the 
band  of  the  grim  tyrant  upon  me,  and  I 
have  only  time  to  assert,  that  the  orphan 
girl,  taken  from  the  old  woman's  cottage 
in  the  ravine,  and  conveyed  to  Castle  Ap- 
Howd,  is  nieoe,  and  perhaps  heir  to  The- 
odore Evans,  formerly  possesscnr  of  Myfod 
Vale." 

*  This,'  continued  Cramptext,  *  is  all 
I  have  to  communicate,  and  which  I 
should  have  oonfided  to  you  in  requital  for 
past  Services,  had  we  met  before  my  trip 
across  the  ooean ;  but  the  fates  denied  us  a 

M  5  meeting ; 
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the  eommiRiicatioii  üfm^edriairy.  ^9%ift5 
tibe  Mcftt  liäs  -«kpt  v^ilb  «e«tiM4ftie  |»e- 
Mht  period,  tffaen  yeür  riappemamee  ^ms 
«ttifled  H  finrlii,  and  yott>ai:e  JM^      lihiBiiy 

^^EqaflUy  •ßüarprised  and  «napterad  «t 
tiiis  iinlodked-'to  inteffigene^''  conliiuied 
Bättenl,  <^I  eould  have  tmggcid  ^Ifae 
ntör^  my  bosoäi,  mftS^  1  inwapffly 
daxmal — ^^ilaugfaty  Mfd  impeiious  t^h 
via ! '  you  <Bc<Nnied  my  love,  «nd  ^iie  ^^noie 
tender  Jidia  eqüsdiy  «dkdained  meforano- 
iher !  bat  this  bloormtig  -^rl  ^fliD  «now  re- 
irard  me  for  tlie  sfights,  ^e  piiins,  tiie 
mortifications  I  endured  fot  you ;  a&d  in 
^er  possession  I  shall^d  amjlle  gratifica- 
tion  for  the  revenge  I  bave  omsrtaiitly  har- 
boured  in  my  breast.'  Then  tumii^  to 
Cramptext,  *  I  töld  bim,  that  in  cirfler  to 
seal  the  compact  between  U6,  it  weold  be 
necessary  for  him  to  lecertain  if  i^ie,  of 
whom  he  had  spoken,  was  still 'Kving,  as^ 
to  be  faund  in  the  same  situ8ti<m.     Tliis 

he 


iie  inmediAtely  agreed  ,to,  wheD,  after  « 
rapid  joum^  intoiFlmtdiir^/iie  a&quiokly 
wturned  wiäi  the  gyatüjing  intelligenoe 
cif  iberbeiDg  Aen  in  a  mudi  more  oenw- 
nient  spot  for  our  purpoise,  namely»  tA 
fMyfodVale. 

'rfipW'we  ananged  our  plans  to  entiap 
(diifiiiiliicx^ent  being,  and  liow  they  were, 
-mos^  btppily  for  her,  frustrated,  you  al- 
ready  know ;  and  if  any  douht  still  exiaiks 
iiiiyourcmindis  respecting  the  truth  of  what 
H  hwv.e  jadvamcedy  Cramptext,  I  have  no 
jiefiitfttiön  in  aayling»  vwill  corroborate  the 
-vecBGity  of  iny  «tory." 

^^  Xhat  wUl  I/'  cried  Crampteixt,  again 
.rtqf^pmg  ibrward»  **  and  can  ^fely  vouoh 
fear  evory  word  that  che  has  xittered  b^g 
418  »true  aa  the  ^oapel,  and.I  ^iljl  take  my 
Affidavit  of  it  .^t  :any  time;  and  what  is 
(rtül  imoK  vto  jthe  .purpose,  I  could  ^ave 
icdd  yottiaU  about  the  young  lady  befose 
tyou  aont  nielbat  disagieeahle  voy^ge,  had 
I  known^^t  you»  ^r  Hugh,  were  «o 
«lUAbiiitweite^  in  it    Howev^  I  hf^ 

m6  the 
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the  intelligence  does  not  now  oome  too 
late,  and  thiat  you  and  the  other  gehile- 
man  will  have  the  diarity  to  pardon  the 
intended  offence,  for  the  sake  of  ^e  wish- 
ed-fi>r  disoovery." 

«  That,"  replied  sir  Hugh,  ''  rests  with 
Mr.  Evans ;  if  he  can  excuse  so  fla^^^ant 
a  scheme  of  villany  against  the  wel&re  of 
his  niece,  it  does  not  remain  with  me  to 
inflict  the  so-richly-deserved  punishnKmt" 

*^  From  the  satisfaction  arising  in  my 
heart,  in  consequence  of  the  treasare  I 
have  found,  of  whose  id^itity  I  häve  not 
the  smallest  doubt,  I  freely  pronoünoe  a 
pardon  upon  all  who  have  so  dee^dy  in- 
jured  me ;  and  as  to  yoa,"  he  continued^ 
tuming  towards  Cramptext,  *•  whose  re- 
cent  error  appears  to  have  been  commit- 
ted  through  poverty,  and  that  you  may 
no  longer  take  the  sacred  doak  of  religion 
as  a  covering  for  your  sins,  I  will  not  only 
grant  an  amnesty  for  what  is  past»  but 
will,  if  you  are  indined  to  piefer  a  life  of 
honest  mediocrity,  with  true  devotion  for 

your 
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your  guide,  to  one  of  guilt,  and  the  s^n- 
blance  of  it  only,  fumish  you  with  the  ne- 
cessary  means  for  that  purpose." 

**  May  God  bless  you,  sir !"  ejaculated 
Cramptext,  with  dasped  hands»  and  a  tear 
of  oontrition  startmg  to  his  eye;  ''  and 
tnay  He  also  prosper  me,  as  I  shall  aooede 
to  your  generous  proposal !  During  the 
last  few  years  of  my  misspent  life,  I  have 
siiffered  much,  and  have  been  frequenüy 
ledtoconfess^inbrokenness^spirii 
that  the  judgments  of  the  Ahnighty  were 
jusüy  mflicted  upon  me;  for  who  can 
hypocritically  cover  himself  with  the  shield 
Off  Truth,  when  her  precepts,  lovely  and 
unadomed,  shun  all  disguise,  without  de- 
serving  the  severest  punishment?  and 
stout  must  the  heart  of  that  man  be,  who» 
having  clothed  himself  in  Üie  garb  of  re- 
ligion  only,  does  not  falter  in  his  lat- 
ter däys,  when  the  necessitjr  of  adc^ting 
lier  in  reality  bursts  upon  his  view;  then 
perhaps,  like  me,  he  may  wish  in  vain  to 
tum  aside  from  the  fidsely-beaten  track ; 

and 
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Mowoncr  faad  tiie  ivwäty^bartmety  witfa 
Ae  otber  gentlemeD,  letired  fitnn  ihis 
iiril  of  midieiioe,  thon  Xheodoce  Evans, 
^irtiom  he  had  hit^efto  known  only  as  the 
4lranger  wbo  had  ao  abxxngly  mterested 
his  fedngs,  «ow  approached  hini»  and  ex- 
iending  ^his  hand»  demanded  his  :coiigra- 
Mhitiom  <m  ibe  faappy  tenninatian  of 
events. 

^^  That  J  did  not  make  iny«elf  known 
to  you,  my  Valued  fidend,''  continued  he, 
^  prooeeded  from  tbe  litüe  deshre  I  "Sät,  at 
my  time  of  lif^  and  droumstanoed  as  I 
hefieved  'myself  to  be,  for  the  aocnumda- 
tkmoftiioBe  ridies  which  I  never  «egaid- 

ed. 


iheimmmkm  bonun  ^^i|i#Jy  rluqppjjBfsa ; 
for  iiow'^BeqtieBtly«^  we  nvitows  ^theur 
iii8tMfBeiGBC7  io  prdwfe  iis  the  .ftticily 
vHiidi  we  dgfa  fför !  and  bow  dfteii  :4qqs 
th€ir  posseBsion^prove-fiiie  seM^  of«vi9)y 
-emMmitOAtve^ !  Seaiiäcs,  I  «onsldaped 
yeu '  as  bang  In  ihe  ^penession  «of  «ome- 

«tive  to  ««weeten  life-^»^  ^imiig  who  wquld 
render  the  worldly  goods  of  whioh  J 
n»ght  4ieye  deprivediyou  deubly -valuable. 
4HK>Hld  Iithex),  to  whpm  4hey  •  weare  but^is 
^9t  mithe  iNdano^  wish  to  deprive  yqu 
of  timt  in4üch'was  ufiotess  to  me?  tCbis 
estafce,  whidi  passed  ftom  my  bands  to 
vtbose' of  your  father,  you  could  bestow 
upon  II  beloved  youth  who  riqhly  deserves 
your  *äfiection-«K)ne  wbpse  r«baracter  and 
ccmduct  are  both  well  known  to  ime»  who 
-have,  -tiiQugh  unsuapected  by  you  bqtb, 
^deligfated  in  watcbing  tbe  buds^of  promise 
wbich  Jwffi  unfqlded  in  bis  maturer  years. 
¥^i  :Predwok  3i«(glietQii  Jbßß  ibef&i  np 

stranger 
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Strang»  to  me  for  some  lime;  and  when 
I  found»  upon  inquiry,  that  Übe  child  of 
my  sainted  Julia  had  never  been  oanvey- 
ed  to  your  arms,  and  that  all  traoes  of  her 
existence  seemed  lost  for  ever»  I  formed 
the  resolution,  that  he  should  evaitually 
beoome  the  heir  of  Theodore  ExHins^ 
which  I  determined  to  eflfect  by  never 
making  it  known  that  such  an  unfortu- 
nate  bang  oontmued  to  vegetate  upon 
earth. 

•*  Now,  my  young  friend»"  oontinued 
the  anunated  Speaker,  tuming  towards 
Frederick,  and  grasping  his  band  as  he 
spoke,  **  recent  drcuinstances  compd  me 
to  revoke  the  edict  which  I  had  in  my 
own  mind  issued  in  your  favour.  I  have 
disGovered  a  relation,  a  near  and  dear  one^ 
one  who  Stands  nearest  to  me  in  the  scale 
of  afiection,  as  well  as  natural  affinity,  and 
one  who  is  destined  to  annul  the  design  I 
had  in  your  favour.  But,**  added  he,  s1^ 
warmly  pressing  Frederick's  band,  which 
he  retained  with  a  firm  grasp,  ^^  is  there 

no 


FEABS  AND  CAAES.  257 

no  immediate  compromise  to  be  made  in 
this  affair  ?  cannot  you,  iny  young  fiiend, 
point  out  a  method  by  which  Frederick 
Singleton  may  still  eiijoy  the  possession 
of  Myfod  Vale,  without  injuring  the  fii- 
ture  lawful  possessor  ?  If  not,"  continued 
he,  smiling,  ^^  we  must  proceed  to  consult 
my  beloved  niece ;  her  brain  perhaps  may 
be  more  fertile,  and  she  may  luckily  fluv 
nish  US  with  an  expedient" 

"  Ah,  my  dear  sir,**  stammered  the  now- 
confused  youth^  whose  palpitating  heart 
had  led  him  but  top  quickly  to  penetrate 
the  design  of  his  benevolent  fiiend,  ^^  how 
can  I  ever  jsuffidently  acknowledge  the 
honour  you  have  done  me  by  your  friend- 
ship,  or  thank  you  for  your  liberal  designs 
in  my  &vour— «designs  which,  but  to  re- 
linquish  in  favour  of  an  object  so  beloved 
and  cherished,  affords  me  the  greatest  de- 
gree  of  happiness;  and  if  to  have  the  te- 
merity  to  aspire  to  the  favour        ^ 

•*  Fiddledee-dee  oi  aspiring  r  ezclaim- 
ed  the  enraptured  Evans,  mcxre  animat- 

edly 
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«dly  than  £ar  many  years;  ^  talk  not 
of  aspiiing,  my  dear  boy,  to  that  whidi 
your  acquiesoenoe  in  will  give  me  the 
'giotttett  pleasure.  Tis  an  evcfnt  upcm 
•whieh'I  ba/ve  set  my  heart^  and  when  it 
takes  place,  ^you  see  I  have  no  clause  fi)r 
«  refiisal),  will  proye  tiie  solace  of  my  fii- 
ture  Uißf  apd  a  sweetener  of  the  bitter 
dvege  wlmh  the  eup  of  affliction  has  left 
me.  What  say  you,  my^fiiend,  to  this 
plan  of  mine?''  addressing  sir  Hugb. 
*^  Hare  I  your  >sanction?  or  bave  I  bem 
«Togantly  and  eagerly  disposii^  of  your 
nepfaew  without  your  approbation  ?" 
.  (The  ddigfated  faarcmet»  «satisfiedias  to 
the  :security  of  bis  n^^w^s  peace,  in*  re- 
gard  to  the  idol  of  bis  choice,  now  assui«d 
Mr.  Evans  of  theintentionhebad  always 
ientertained  of  uniting  these  two  youi^ 
peodle,  whose  affeetion  for  eadi  oüier  faad 
long  been  evident  to^him,  even  when  the 
young  lady  ifai  queiMion  was  poor,  «md 
dültitute  of  eUidaimsm«eady»~-'' And 
! wasimyanteiiti<Ni-.tbciit"  ihe  addcd, 

•*  how 


•*liow  much  öioÄ -^lädly  ifToulä  I  do  It 
DOW,  ^hen  their  fimion  will  be  sanctioned 
•  hy  soth  bothörity  ?" 

^  ¥häßk  you,  my  good  fiiend— thank 
you,**  replied  the  transported  Evans; 
"  h^ice^rth  I  trust  there  will  be  but  one 
bond  ^  VLTiity  between  us,  and  that,  in 
the  happiness  of  those  around  me,  I  shidl 
expeii^ee  a  remuneration  for  the  anxie* 
ties  df  my  early  life.  But  come,  »y 
iHends,  we  are  monopolizing  this  satDe 
ärticie  of  «hi^piness.  Bei»des,  I  ^m  in 
dangiefr  ef  agdn  beeemiBg  s^rious ;  let'tis 
tiberrfbre  «eek  those  who  have  a  tigbt  »to 
be  ibf^F^rs  if^th  ourselves  in  füis,  to/lne, 
fiewly-diäeovei^  'treasut^,  ^and  enjoy  it 
döuMy'by  päirtidfiatioh.'' 

Sir'Hugh,  taking  the  hint,  immedKate- 
fy  kd-  the  way  to  the  withdiawmg-tocftB, 
wheife  ttiey  found  lady  Ap^HöWel,  y^tIÜi 
Miss  Jeannette  seated  on  one  side  ^f  ber» 
mA  the  tudevant  l^oe^  now  «eknow- 
todged  by%a- unde  as  Jtdia^  V^viiio» 
HMi  Hi^-Mher ;  '#ha0ti&.  and  Mm.  ISi»^ 

ton. 
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ton,  with  a  port  of  their  family,  who  were 
just  anived,  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  ru- 
mours  which  had  reached  them  respecting 
the  late  ev^its,  formed  a  group  around 
them. 

In  a  moment  the  lovely  Julia,  like  an 
April  mom,  smiling  through  tears  of  joy, 
flew  to  her  unde's  arms,  when  having  em- 
braeed  her,,  he  prooeeded  most  emphati- 
cally  to  acknowledge  her  before  all  present 
as  the  long-lost  child  of  his  beloved  sister, 
whom  he  meant,  in  future,  to  adopt  as 
his  own,  and  to  replaoe,  as  far  as  in  him 
lay,  those  parents  whom  she  had  so  un- 
fortunately  lost — **  But,"  oontinued  he, 
gaily,  *'  what  will  my  dearest  Julia  say  to 
me  if,  believing  myself  unequal  to  the 
guardianship  of  so  delicate  a  flower,  I 
should  delegate  the  task  to  another,  under 
whose  care  I  hope  to  see  it  blooming  in 
perfection.*' 

Thus  saying,  he  led  her,  blushing  like 
the  rose  to  which  he  alluded,  towards 
Frederick,  and  pladng  her  band  in  lüs, 

uttered, 
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uttered,  in  a  faltering,  though  impressive 
tone,  as  if  overcome  by  bis  emotions— - 
**  May  Heaven  sbower  its  cboicest  bless- 
ings  on  you  botb !"  wben,  unable  to  pro- 
ceed,  be  burried  out  of  tbe  room. 

Julia,  tbougb  taken  by  surprise,  feit  too 
sincerely  tbe  effect  of  her  own  bappiness 
to  wisb  to  eonceal  it  by  any  mistimed  af-  . 
fectation;  smiling  tberefore  upon  Frede- 
rick, wbilst  sbe  suffered  bim  to  retain  ber 
band,  the  tear  of  sensibUity  confessed  the 
satisfaction  witb  wbicb  sbe  acceded  to 
tbe  commands  laid  upon  ber ;  wbilst  tbe 
ardent  youtb,  bis  present  feUdty  doubled 
by  the  fear  be  had  so  lately  entertained  of 
losing  what  was  most  dear  to  bim,  reoely- 
ed  -the  precious  gift  witb  rapture,  and 
pressing  her  to  bis  bosom,  murmured  at 
tbe  same  time  bis  tbanks  and  bis  oongra- 
tulations. 

All  present  now  crowded  round  äie 
youtliful  pair,  to  offer  their  compliments 
on  the  termination  of  tbe  recent  event» ; 
and  no  one  seemed  to  rejoiee  more  at  the 

turn 
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tum  wbich  afimrs  seemed  to  be  taking 
than  Miss  Jeannette  Ap-6riffiths»  wbo^ 
inatead  of  being  now  joumejdng  back  into 
nintshiie»  was  likely  to  continue  some 
time  longer  at  Myfod  Vale ;  and  what 
was  more,  perbaps  to  assist  at  a  wedding 
before  she  retumed. — "  Well,"  she  repeat- 
edf  in  ber  own  mind»  whilst  sbe  retained 
a  portion  of  ber  former  sup^rstition^  which 
she  would  aver  was  the  pepper  of  lifi^ 
**  one  wedding,  it  is  said,  always  produoes 
anotber;  and  wbo  knows  wbat  my  £tte 
may  be^  in  tbe  event  of  tbis  Coming  to 
pass?** 

Miss  Jeannette,  for  once  in  ber  life,  was 
right  in  ber  prognostications.  Meillard, 
rejoicing  in  the  happiness  awaiting  bis 
fiiend,  could  not  help  feeling  an  inclina- 
tion  to  tread  in  the  same  steps,  flattering 
bimself  it  would  lead  to  the  same  end; 
and  baving  discovered  amongst  tlie  levi- 
ties  which  sometimes  characterized  the 
oonduct  of  tbis  young  lady  many  amiabk 
traits  of  good  disposition»  and  perhaps 

being 
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befaig  something  encouraged  by  the  flal^ 
teiing  glanoes  which  were  now  and  then 
ca9t  towards  him,  resolred  to  make  an 
efifort  towards  ingratiating  himself  in  her« 
favour. 

This  proved  no  very  difficult  tai*; 
the  lady  did  not  hold  out  a  ten-yearai 
siege;  and  the  day  that  saw  Frederick 
Singleton  united  to  the  dear  little  moun- 
tain  Wanderer,  whose  image  had  never 
left  his  heart,  saw  Miss  Jeannette  Ap- 
Griffiths  the  bride  of  a  worthy  man,  who 
valued  her  for  her  good  qualities,  while 
he  did  not  despair  of  eradicating  the  bad. 
ones. 

Butteral,  the  giiilty  and  vindictive  Cla»» 
"^tence  Butteral,  still  remained  an  inmate 
'  ab  the  Vale,  oceupying  the  apartment  to 
which  he  had  been  conveycd  when  nearly 
exhausted'  by  the  confession  of  his  crimes ; 
here^  in  solitude  and  suffering,  he  had( 
titne  to  take  a  review  of  his  past  life^  and^ 
tO'  Endeavour  to  make«  atcmement,  by  re^. 
pentance,  for  the  injuries  he  had  doQe 

others. 
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others,  as  well  as  to  practise  forgiTenesd 
for  the  injuries  which  be  might  have  re- 
oeived.  In  this  he  was  particularly  aided 
by  the  injured  Evans  bunself»  wbo,  when 
witnessing  the  contrition  of  a  subdued 
spirity  did  all  in  his  power  to  conquer  the 
repugnance  which  the  invalid  at  first  feit 
to  seeing  him;  and  sueeeeding  in  time, 
he,  by  his  advice  and  consolation,  eased  bis 
mental  sufferings  in  this  world,  and 
smoothed  his  passage  for  that  to  come. 

During  some  of  the  hours  which  Mr. 
Evans  spent  with  the  invalid,  he  prevailed 
upon  him  to  give  him  a  more  drcumstan- 
tial  account  respecting  the  fate  of  those 
friends  dear  to  him  in  Italy,  when  the 
culprit  confessed  that  the  duke  di  Valvino 
and  his  son  had  both  perished,  he  believ- 
ed,  in  the  skirmishing  that  succeeded  the 
marching  in  of  the  troops  sent  to  the  re- 
lief  of  the  city  by  the  king  of  Naples» 
whither  he  confessed  they  had  been  de- 
coyed  by  his  emissaries.  He  also  confess- 
ed that  Olivia  had  escaped  his  machina- 

tions» 
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tions,  by  flying  ftom  bim  in  disgüise,  and 
taking  refiige  in  a  convent,  where,  after  » 
Short  residence,  in  order  to  free  herseif 
from  his  odious^  advances,  she  h»l  taken^ 
the  veil,  and  where,*'  he  added,  **  she  had 
undergone  severe  deprivations,  as  hercon* 
vent  had  been  many  times  ransacked  and 
plu»J.«dbyconJai„^p.r«^- 

This  particularly  touched  the  bosom  or 
Theodore  Evans ;  and  thougfa  Olivia  dr 
Valvino  was  lost  to  him  for  ever^  he 
eould  not  cease  to  remember  that  she  once 
was  dear  to  him.  To  render  her  declin- 
ing  Me  as  comfortable  as  possible,  there^ 
fore,  was  now  his  first  ooneem ;  and  to  da 
this  efiectually  he  sent  over  a  confidential 
agent,  to  ascertain  if  she  was  still  living;^ 
andaninhabitantofDeUaPieta;  andifso^ 
he  was  desired  to  vest  a  certain  sum  of 
money  in  the  hands  of  trastees,  for  her 
whole  and  sole  use,  thereby  rendmng  thii? 
once-beloved  of  his  soul  the  only  service 
now  remaining  in  his  power. 

The  unfortunate  llieodore  Evans  da. 
VOL.  iiL  K  rived 
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nved  firom  this,  and  bis  patknt  £&rbesff- 
anoe,  and  charitable  eooduct  towards  the 
dying  Clarenee,  whose  eyes  be  at  length 
dosed  m  the  true  spirit  of  Christian  for- 
^venesfi»  a  bahn  to  big  lacerated  mind; 
and  wbilst  he  contemplated  the  peaceful 
end  of  bis  enemy,  and  the  preaent  enj  jy- 
ment  of  those  dearest  to  bis  heart^  be  gave 
due  ihanks  to  Heaven  for  having  made 
bim  the  vefaicle  of  so  much  bappiness  ta 
others,  and  tbereby  firmly  establishing  his 
own  future  consolation. 

Sir  Hugb  Singleton  was  gratified  by 
the  tum  which  things  bad  taken  to  bis 
heart's  content;  and  althougb  be  would 
bave  been  satisfied,  in  order  to  seeure  the 
bappiness  of  his  darling  nephew,  to  have 
permitted  his  union  with  the  unelaimed 
orphan  of  the  mountains,  yet^  when  he 
found  that  through  her  means  be  could 
engraft  an  additional  slip  of  nobility  on 
the  genealogical  tree,  it  must  be  owned 
that  his  heart  rose  something  higher  in 
his  bosom,  on  account  of  this  pleasing 

cux^umstance; 
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circumstance ;  whilst  Mrs.  Singleton  was; 
heard  ta  declare  that  — "  Now  indeed: 
things  went  as  they  should  do ;  and  that» 
sooner  or  later,  good  actions  always 
brought  their  own  reward  /" 
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